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SEC Workers Union Demands Accountability for Culture
Minister Thea Tsulukiani’s ‘Repressive Policies’

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he SEC Workers Union has

issued a public statement,
directing its concerns to the
Prime Minister, the President,
the Chairman of the Parliament
and the Ministry of Culture of
Georgia.

In their address, the union de-
mands accountability from the
Minister of Culture, Thea
Tsulukiani, for alleged violations
of the law under her purview. As
of now, 430 people have signed
this statement.

The SEC Workers Union, as
stated, strongly condemns Min-
ister Tsulukiani’s oppressive and
destructive policies, which they
believe are harmful to Georgia’s
international reputation, cul-
tural heritage, museums, scien-
tific institutions, arts, and its
people. The union categorically
opposes her ‘anti-national’ and
‘anti-social’ approach.

“We, the members of the Pro-
fessional Union of Science, Edu-
cation, and Culture Workers of
Georgia—scientists, artists,
teachers, individuals employed
in the field of culture, and rep-
resentatives of Georgian soci-
ety—strongly condemn and cat-
egorically oppose Minister
Tsulukiani’s repressive, pur-
posefully destructive, anti-na-
tional, anti-social, and unquali-
fied policies. These policies, in
our view, jeopardize Georgia’s in-
ternational reputation, secular,
religious, and prehistoric ar-
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chaeological and historical cul-
tural heritage, as well as muse-
ums, scientific institutions, the-
aters, cinema, opera, creative
spaces, writing, art, and the
well-being of the people.

The minister systematically
violates fundamental human
rights, the labor code, and dras-
tically restricts the professional
activities of specialists in the field
of culture. Instances of harass-
ing people and applying pressure

on them are reported,” the state-
ment reads.

The SEC Workers Union is
also demanding that cultural in-
stitutions be granted profes-
sional autonomy, that scientific,
educational, artistic, and exhi-
bition projects continue without
interruption, that archaeological
excavation permits be issued in
accordance with the law, and
that repressions cease. Addition-
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ally, they call for the full resto-
ration of the rights of those em-
ployed in the field of culture.
“We demand that the minis-
ter immediately be held account-
able for numerous law violations
and injustices, including aggra-
vating the condition of the wall
painting of the Gelati Monastery
complex, violating the labor code,
insulting people employed in the
field of culture, slandering them,
and illegally firing hundreds of

people, among others. Addition-
ally, we call for institutions in
the field of culture to be granted
professional autonomy. We urge
that scientific, educational, ar-
tistic, and exhibition projects
continue without interruption,
permits for archaeological exca-
vations be issued in accordance
with the law, repressions cease,
and the rights of employees in
the field of culture be fully re-
stored,” the statement reads.

UNM Leader Tina Bokuchava Advocates Changing
the ‘Russian Regime’ for Georgia’s Compliance
with International Sanctions

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he leader of the United Na-

tional Movement, Tina
Bokuchava, expressed concern
about the significant threat
posed under the Georgian Dream
government, which she referred
to as the ‘Russian regime’. She
pointed out various facts sug-
gesting the potential use of
Georgia’s territory for evading
sanctions.

Bokuchava was asked by re-
porters regarding the findings of
the “fact-meter,” which corrobo-
rates Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili’s statement that
no violations of sanctions were
detected.

The UNM leader emphasized
that for Georgia to adhere to in-
ternational sanctions, a crucial
step involves changing the ‘Rus-

sian regime’ and establishing a
pro-Western government.

“The fact that there is a seri-
ous danger of using the territory
of Georgia to evade sanctions is
evidenced by the high-level vis-
its made to Georgia by the
United States of America and the
European Union. This is sup-
ported by numerous sources and
facts. However, the international
pressure felt by the ‘Georgian
Dream’ is crucial because they
are well aware that openly vio-
lating the regime of sanctions
would require them to pay a se-
rious political price. We have to
face this reality; under the con-
ditions of the Russian regime,
this threat is very high and real,”
Bokuchava stated.

Bokuchava expressed con-
cerns about the impact of the
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UNM Leader Tina Bokuchava Advocates Changing
the ‘Russian Regime’ for Georgia’s Compliance
with International Sanctions
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‘Russian regime’ on Georgia,
specifically in relation to sanc-
tions. She highlighted a per-
ceived serious danger, pointing
out indications that Georgia’s
territory might be utilized to
evade these sanctions. To ad-

dress this issue and integrate
Georgia into the EU policy, in-
cluding aspects related to sanc-
tions, Bokuchava emphasized
the necessity of changing the cur-
rent government.

“To ensure Georgia’s compli-
ance with international sanc-
tions, it is necessary to change

the Russian regime and estab-
lish a pro-Western government.
Unlike the Russian government,
no other country accuses its own
nation of starting a war, a claim
consistently made by the ‘Rus-
sian Dream.” What accusations
are you referring to? It is quite
strange for me to hear. It is re-

grettable that Salome
Zourabichvili blamed Georgia for
the start of the war; I have re-
peatedly expressed a different
position on this topic. I've always
said it, and I'll say it again.
“As for the sanctions, there is
a serious danger under the con-
ditions of the Russian regime,

with numerous facts indicating
that the territory of Georgia may
be used to evade the sanctions.
To ensure, exclude, and inte-
grate Georgia into the EU policy,
including aspects related to sanc-
tions, a change in the Russian
government is necessary,”
Bokuchava stated.
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Extradition of Interpol
Red Notice Subject
from Georgia to the

USA, Confirms
Prosecutor’s Office

According to information pro-
vided by the General
Prosecutor’s Office, a person
wanted by Interpol with a red
notice for particularly serious
crimes was successfully extra-
dited from Georgia to the USA.

The extradited person was
wanted by the authorities of the
United States of America from

2017 to 2021 for charges related
to sexual violence against minor
children and assault on a fam-
ily member in the state of Texas.
Additionally, there were charges
in 2020-2021 for membership in
an organized criminal group in
the state of Louisiana, along with
other crimes.
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“The Thilisi City Court, based
on the petition from the General
Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia,
deemed the extradition of the
mentioned person to the United
States of America as admissible.

On December 26, 2023, the
Minister of Justice of Georgia
made a final decision on extra-
dition, following which the

wanted person was transferred
by the employees of the Special
Penitentiary Service to the rep-
resentatives of the competent
authorities of the United States
of America.

The Prosecutor’s Office of
Georgia expresses its readiness
to cooperate successfully with
the competent authorities of part-
ner countries in the future to
bring wanted persons to justice,”
the statement reads.

Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman
Nikoloz Samkharadze
Meets with US Ambas-
sador Robin Dunnigan

Nikoloz Samkharadze, Chair-
man of the Foreign Relations
Committee, held a meeting with
Robin Dunnigan, the Ambassa-
dor of the United States of
America to Georgia.

The parties discussed the cur-
rent relations between Georgia
and the USA, exploring oppor-
tunities for developing and
strengthening parliamentary
cooperation

The meeting also addressed
regional security issues, with

Nikoloz Samkharadze highlight-
ing the challenging conditions in
the occupied regions of Georgia,
namely Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region, and the per-
ceived threats originating from
Russia.

of the nine steps outlined by the
European Commission for Geor-
gia.

The meeting with the ambas-
sador also addressed the matter
of Georgia’s integration into
NATO. Nikoloz Samkharadze
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Samkharadze briefed the am-
bassador on the government’s
plan and forthcoming actions
concerning the implementation

emphasized that NATO integra-
tion remains one of the foremost
priorities in Georgia’s foreign
policy.

he Ukraine Energy Support
Fund has presented the re-
sults of its activities in 2023. The
Fund was established by the
Energy Community Secretariat,
co-chaired by the European Com-
mission, to provide support to
Ukraine’s energy sector which
has suffered from Russian at-
tacks since February 2022.
The Fund has successfully
concluded supply contracts val-
ued at more than Euro 129 mil-

Weather

Wednesday, January 10

Day d@ip Mostly Cloudy
High: 8°C

Night < C\’ Showers
Lrow: 3°C

Thursday, January 11

Day @iy Partly Cloudy
High: 7°C

Night & 1 Mostly Cloudy
Low: 1°C

Ukraine Energy Support Fund contracts
Euro 129 million in 2023

lion for essential equipment, ma-
terials, and services. Since its
creation, the Fund has received
Euro 405 million in grants from
a variety of public and private
donors.

“As part of this initiative, the
delivery of critical equipment —
including specialised vehicles,
transformers, electric
switchgear, and district heating
sector equipment among others
—is underway. A considerable
number of these items are al-
ready operational within

Ukraine, offering immediate
support to the energy sector and
consumers,” the Energy Com-
munity Secretariat said in a
press release.

The Ukraine Energy Support
Fund collects contributions from
governments, international
organisations, and corporate do-
nors to repair Ukraine’s critical
energy infrastructure damaged
by Russians.
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