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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The libretto by Vittorio Amadeo Cigna-Sant after Giuseppe Parini’s

Ttalian translation of Jean Racine

World Premicre - Regio Ducal Teatro, Milan Carnival
December 26, 1770

Conductor: Wolfgang Amadens Mogart

Conductor G

aluca Marciano
Dircctor David Sakvarelidze

designer Nina Kobiashvili

Mitridate Yang Yang
\spasia Teona Dvali / Salome Jigia
Nino Kasradze
Sifare Irine Taboridze / Megi Chikhradze
David Darchia

Farnace Sofio Janclidze / Eter Khalvashi

ko Tehitchinadz

Tsmenc Sophic Gordeladze / Anna Tsartsidze
Nino Tarkhan-Mouravi

Marzio Trakli Murjikneli

Arbate Nino Chachua / Ketevan Khomeriki

David Uplisashvili
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Mitridate, Re di Ponto is an carly opera by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. He wrote it while touring
Taaly in 1770

The libretto of the opera in three acts is by Vittorio Amadco Cigna

Santi after Giuseppe

n

Parini Tralian translation of | nc’s tragedy. It should be noted that afrer Racine’s tragedy,
the history of Mithridates VI, King of Pontus, has become a source of inspiration for many

composers including but not limited to: Francisco Arai, Albert Biehl, Antonio Caldara, Nicola

Porpora, Doménee Terradellas, Giuseppe Sarti, Quirino Gasparini, Davide Nicolini, ctc

Mitridate, composed by Mozart at the age of 14 in Tral

and being prepared for production at the

theatre, is completely i line with the peculiaritis of the ope

The craftsmanship of the young composer is overwhelming — in just two monthy’ time he wrote a

complicated and rich score that cquals the n

picces of the most famous masters. Mitridate

features splendid virtuoso arias for the principal roles created according to the traditions of the nco

here are only two ens

Neapolitan bl numbers in the ope

the Act 11 ending duct
between Aspasia and Sifare (s

viver non deggio), and the brief quintet that ends the opera, very
characteristic of standard baroque opera. Obviously, young Mozart had to take into consideration

the demands on the part of the I

i singers, including prima donna Antonia Bernasconi and
ds Mo

parts — those of Mitridate and Marzio are composed for tenors, while the

tenor Gugliclmo d'Fttore, who were initially il disposcd towa

i, but ater acknowledged
his talent. Only two ma

parts of Mitridates sons

ifarc and Far

~ were meant for the soprano castrato and the alto
castrato that corresponded with the traditions of the time.

The opera was fiest performed under the baton of Mozart at the Re

26 December 1770, at the Milan Carnival. The opera was a great s

access, having been performed
twenty-one times d

spite doubts because of Mozart’s extreme youth — he was 14 at the time,

Strange as it may scem, no revival took place in the next 200 years uniil Mitridate was producd for
the Salburg |

tival in 1971, The production of Mitridate made in Zurich in 1985 by Jean-Picrre

Ponndlle (dircctor) and Nikolaus Harnoncourt (conductor) is among the most significant works.
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bout the theme of the 2011 Al Bustan International

i Beirut - Nlong the Danube to the Black Sea” - featuring
the music by the composers from the Danube countrics, as well as

the atistic life in the Black Sea region, we exclaimed ~ Mozarlll

Mitridate Re di Ponto.

Ttis the it of the opera that associates the great Aust

with my motherland

Georgia. The Mithridates-cr

monuments
.

¢ the most

is a gate made of sand and clay — the city wall. Being very old it

reminds us of a

irual place. People wearing ritual attire assemble
atthe foot of the wall to bring to lfe, in other words to revive the

stories that once took place there throu

ancient pre-Christian
rituals. They a a

asif

Revitalized characters ¢

ot act independently (drama actors play

nportant place among numerous

findings Georgia boasts of. One can still sec so.

alled “Pompey’s

bridge”, crossed by the Romans advancing to fight Mithridatcs.

The stories nourishing Mozart’s childish fantasics, for us, the

Ge istory of our
dearly. Just imagine Pontus, pre-Christian Georgia, ruled by the

Mithridates VT -

of eruclry

Andat the sametime, please recall the musicbya 14
fullof the Barog

old Mo

(performed by the opera singers),

saying; Mithridates
believed that

init,that it was attached to the body with invisible threads. It has

singers follow the revitalized characters as their “souls” a

manage their feclings, actions and behavior. They are alw
beyond the characters, but in the erucial for the soul moments

regain the strength and forgetabout the bodics. They step forward

oraments

anamazing spirit, displaying uncarthly tal

sof young Mozart, the

music written for the castrati as well - the issue that requircs

profound analysis to better understand human development.

Believe me, i’s very difficult to interconnect the historical hero of

3 their
thrilling arias

T realize that it is almost impos

ible to explain in words this

fanof thisvery
art-form that

Mithridates and Mozarts music, however, the theatre s a truly
maje: T fi

action and music, | would let the

place where your

Andwe've decided to tell you an amazing story of one death and

two nuptials that took place simultancously in Pontus. The sctting

youwill

Sincerely,
David Sakvarelidze - Sukho
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ACT1 S03ENM0535

Arbare, Governor of Nymphaa hands over the seign and keys to the gates to Sifare, Mitridatc’s
son. Sifare ook over the reign immediarely after the news about Mitridate’s death was spread to

use the scized power against Farnace, his brother and thus defeat him in sivaley over Aspa

Both of them have affection for Aspasia, Mitridates beloved one.

inst Farnace’s advances, who w

Aspasia enters pleading Sifarc to protect her s 10 foree

her into sexual intercourse. Sifare’s heart s filled with hope that his affection will be rewarded

Arbate announces that Mirridate is alive. Everyone is astonished by the appearance of

“resurrected” Mitridate. Arbate tries t0 quell ension between brothers and urges them to subdue

their passion. \spasia mourns over the inevitable separation from Sifare. Brothers behave like

sssions subside, and their plans are ruined upon sceing the invincible

d

the obedient sons, their

father alive

sovercign and the ¢ in conspiracy
promises the Roman support in the fight against his fathcr. Farnace is encouraged by Marzios

the arival of Mitridate’ invincible flect in the harbor of Nymphaaum is being reported by
the solcmn march. Mitridate arrives singing o his beloved motherland and everyone pays tribute

to him.

utiful smene, Parth

Mitridate brings with him b princes. He wants Farnace to marry

Ismenc. Farnace confides to Tsmene that his heart belongs to another woman.

Mitridate tells Aspasia and Sifare that he is aware of the betrayal on the part of his sons, adding

that Farnacc infuriates him more. Sifare is happy that Mitridate docs not know about his sccret

love for Aspasia. Aspasia declares her love to §

Arbate s announcing about the emergency assembly being called by Mitridate. T

alarming news! They are afraid of Mitridate’s temper. Arriving at the assembly equals to

terrible verdict.




lliance with Marzio and th

< sins against father and tells the king about Sifare’s treacher

» admitting her lov outraged, Mitridate craves for

The soldicrs bring in Aspasia, ing holding the bridal veil in her hands

ws the veil 1o Mitridag

he King about unexpected assault by the Romans and the retreat of ¢
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Conductor

Born in La Spesia in Ttaly, Gianluca Marciano studied piano at the Music Academy of Florence. e
studied also with Dmitri Bashkirov, Joaquin Achuc
Di

his recital debut at the age 10, As a coach and head of m

o

nerini for contemporary music. He won several n

sic staff, he worked for many of the most

important
2001, Te:

Beato Pio IX in Rome. He has coached Fabio Armiliato, Roberto Servile and Luisa M

an arts institutions, including the Teatro Regio di Parma during Verdi's An

o Felice di Genova, Maggio Musicale Fiorentino and Tnternational Comperition

ro €

has been a jury member

Of several international singing competitions. Tn 2002, he w
Loris Voltolini in 1 jubl
“Dic Rh
to conduct the performances of “Nabuceo” and “1l Barbicre di Siviglia”, without any rehearsals. e

I

well as to M. Dicter Rossberg on Gounods “I and Offenbach’

anixen”. Durin

the 2006-2007 scason, he stepped in at short notice to the Opera Zagreh

was appointed Artistic Leader and during 20082009 scason served as the Opera Zagrely Princiy

Conductor.

Macstro Marciano is guest conductor of the Chamber Orchestra of Slovenian Soloists KOS, Romanian

Philharmonic lon Dimitrescu, Ploiest Philharmonic, Orchestra Gli Armonici, Kamerata Kiey, Orches

tna Finte De Carolis — Sa

sari. He has conducted internationa

ly renowned singers, such as: Paolerta

Marrocu, Donata D' Annunzio Lombardi, Nino Surguladze, Mlesandru Agache, Zoran Todorovich,

Anna Cuo’, Tnva

Mula, Trina Lungu, Flisaberta

srillo, Ermoncla Jaho, I

o Schmunck, Zeljko Lucic

and others. He is Principal ¢
Nov

st Conductor of the Beijing Drama, Dance & Open Orchestra. In

nber 2007, he made his Tralian opera conducting debut with Teatro Verdiin Sassari for the Ttal

premicre of Debussy’s “La Damoisclle Flue” and Poulenc’s “Les
2007-2008 Beijing with

Andrea Bocelli and the Bejing Symphony Orchestra and made his UK opera debut with “La Trav

Mamelles de Tiresias™. Later during

son, he conducted “Il Tabarro” and “Nabuceo™ in Zagreh, a concert

at the Longborough Festival Opera. Since then, he has conducted “Turandor”, nd “la

Cenerentola” in Zagreb, “La Pietea del Paragone” at the Teatro Verdi in Sassari, “Tosca” for the Grange

Park Opera, “La Favorite Traviata” with the Chelsea Opera Group in London,

e Nozze di

Figaro™ and “Don i’

 the Longborough Festival (where he rerurns in 2011 1o complete the

Da Ponte eyele with “Cosi fan Tutte”)

s upcoming projeets include his return o the Grange Park

Gianluca Marc stival to conduet

fadama Butterfly”, *1 Puritani”

nd fusther performances of “Tosc well as “Turandor

Oviedo. Maestro Marciano is Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Thilisi State Opera and

Ballet Theatre and Music Director of the Al Bustan Festival in Beirur,

559220
nrnass
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Production Designer

Nina Kobiashvili has graduated with B.A. In Theatre Design from Central St Martin's College of Art
and Design. London in 1998,

Her current projeets include Set Design for Gala Concert “Gorby 80” at the Royal Albert Hall in
London, celebrating the 80* birthday of Mikhail Gorbachey

She is a Production Designer of several feature films,

ncluding Channel 4 comedy drama Poppy
akespeare dirccted by Benjamin Ross for Cowboy Films (for which the leadin
Maxwell Martin won the BAFTA in 2009). Another work includes f
Kakha Kika

tress A

re film “Seventh Day”

Nina Kob

shviliis Set Designer for The Sochi 2014 P,

alympic Games — TV Presentation on Vanco
ia/Canada/ Uk She is 2
Ludmila Petrushevskaya at the Moseow Academic Art Theatre, Nina Kobi

uver 2010 Closing Ceremony, R

Production Designer of a play Bilicm by

hili has designed for
concerts at the various concert halls of Moscow and St. Petersburg

| various programs for
numerous Russian TV channels.

Nina Kobiashvili has been awarded a commendation of excellence, Vision Design Award Scheme by

BBC Television Centre

7
01955
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Yang Yang
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A famous virtuous tenor, Yang Yang is a soloist of the China National Central Opera House. Yang Yang has been awarded

fumerous prizes e i a laurcate of the 12* Festival of Chinese Ares an

I the government prize winner. e i the first tnor,
who has been awarded 2 special prize from the UNESCO for succssful participation in the Don Giovann Intermational
Opera Compeition i Taly. Yang Yang won a Gold medal a the Fourth Musie Compatition of China “Golden Bell”. The

Ministry of Radio, Telexision and Cinematography of China granted the peeformer the National Audience Favonte Singer

Gold Award He has also been awarded Grand Prix of the 11% Television Song Competition. Yang Yang frequently per

forms main tenor parts in the productions of the Chinese Opera, including “Don Giosannt”, “Mage Fute”, “Videlio”, “1l

Barbicre di Sivigla”, “Cinderella”, 1 Teaviata”, “Gianni Schicehi” as wellas Recuiem by Mozaet, 9* Symphony by Becthosen
Nang Yang also performs in *Qin Shi 1Huang” and the “Great Wall” and “Dushiniang” a the China National Central Opers
e has held & number of recital in many itics of China. Yang Yang held a successtul solo concert n Tualy with Luigt

Marzola. Yang Yang has burned and relcased several C1 albums.
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Sofio Janelidze
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Sofio Janclidze has graduated from the Thilisi State Conservatoire with Masters and Postgraduate degrees and continued

her studies at the Verdi Conservatory in Milan. Cusrently, she s taking a biennial course in singing at the same consersatory
Her repertoire includes the following roles: Donna Elvira. (“Don Giovanni” by Mozart), Azucena, Giovanna, Pricstess,
Mezz0rsoprano (“11 Trovatore”, “Rigoletto”, “Nida”, “Requiem’” by Verd), Santuzza (“Cavalleria Rusticana” by Mascagni),
Suzuki (“Madama Butterfly” by Puccin), Mezzo-soprano (“Stabat Mater” by Pergoles), Eteri, Naana (“Abesalom and
Eteri” by Paliashil). She has won several prizes at the following international competitions: “G. Zeeca”, “Giovani voe
citti di Magenta”, “Giulictta Simionato”, “La citth Sonora Festival”, “ASSAMI”, OPERALIA- Placido Domingo’s

Inteenational Opera Competition, Hans Gabor Belvedere, “Martini”

Eter Khalvashi
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b bsogdorg JmBghebs ©> Bsmpms bsbodob bodgnbonb - npﬁmbﬁasnb (3mB66orzéb 356805) Hsgdon-
580, sl bogfhersBrtobin gobsngsede Fpdmandoh mdomobo” (2010)

Eter Khalvashi has graduated from the Batumi State Conservatoire. Currently she s a student of the Thilisi State Conservatoire

She has worked for the Batumi Musical Centre as a g

ing roles: Marcellina (“The

Marriage of Figaro” by Mozart), Maddalena ‘Cavalleria Rusticana” by Mascagni), Alisa (“Lucia
di Lammermoor” by Donizettd), Nurse (“Eugene Onegin” by Tehaikovsky), Nano (“Daisi” by Paliashvili), Mezzo-Sopr:
Beethoven's 9* Symphony). She participated in the New Year concert organized by the Vatican Consulate, 3 well a in the
State Symphony Orchestra Anniversary Concert (2010) and in the premiere performance of Natela Svanidze’s symphony
Pirosmani” (contralto, 2010). Tn 2010, she pactcipated in the International Festival “Autumn Thils?
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Nino Kasradze

Nino Tarkhan-Mouravi
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The Thilisi Zakaria Paiashil Sta

ind Ballet Theat

founded in 1851 1t i onc of the unique symbo

culture. The theatre i built i preudo- Mauritania e

LneBns sagdormo @ Belgemngsh  one i cetural monument s
a6, 5860l GolgHesen repe nostly includ nd Talian s
26 il and contemporary ballets. The company frequently hold:

hony and chamber music coneerts with participation of the

nd musical en

8ag00. b sfully toured numerous countric

o _.E
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Famous artsts, who performed for the Thilist State Opees, include Giuseppina Streppons, Fxodor Shalyapin, Lev

Sobinoy, Montscrrat Caballé,

& Carreras, Ferrucio Furanetto, Yuri Bashmet, Gidon Kremer, Dan Ettinger,

Nesander Toradze, Alexander Korsantia, ctc

Georgian artists, who once performed with the Thilisi Opera and Ballet Theatre, known for i rich musical
traditions, and made successful international carcers, inelude Vano Sarajishili, Zurab Anjaparidze, Nodar
Andguladze, M

ala Kaseashil, Zurab Sotkilava, Lamara Chkonia, Medea Amiranashuili, Tsisana Tatishyil,
Paata Burchuladze, Lado Atancl, Tamar Iveri (Javakhishvili), Tano-Tamar Alibegashvili, Badi Maisuradze, Titer

Lamoris (Chkonia), Nino Surguladze, Nino Machaidzc, Vakhtang Chabukiani, Nino Ananiashuili, Trma Nio

Nika ‘Tsiskaridze, cte

Famous conductors who worked for the Thilist Opera and Ballet Theatre, include: Fvgenic Mikeladze, Ivanc

Paliashil, Vakhtang Paliashyil, Odyssey Dimitriads, Givi Azmaiparashwili, Diansug Kakhidze

WWW.OPEra.ge  since 2004, David Sakvarelidze has been General Manager of the Thilsi State Opera and Ballet Theatre
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The Rustaveli Theatre is a legacy of the professional Georgi

restored in 1879, 1n 1921, the theatre was named afier the Georgian

poct, Shota Rustavcl

d the

The Rustaveli Theatre was built in 1901, Th

ormaments of the late Barogue and Re

Famous Georgian directors, who worked for the Rustaveh Theatre

£ Akbmerel, Dinitr

include Konstantine Marjanishuili, Al

Nleksidze, Archil Chkhartishuili, Mikhel Tumanishili, Temur

Chiheidse, Gizo Zhordania and orhers. Robert Sturua is Artistic

Dircctor of the Rustaveli Theatre

The Rustaveli Theatre has brougl

theatre. . Robert Sturua, the entre comp:

e, have proved that we can learn

stage Shakespeare.” The ¢

i Thearee at the Fdinburgh festival

trumphan tour of the

www.rustavelitheatre.ge



© 2011, Desgned by Boik Danelia

Tel: (+995 32)14 32 03
www.opera.ge

Thilisi State
Opera and Ballet Theatre
Development and Public Relations Depariment
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