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THE CITY OF WINTER

I met a man I used to know in a dream last night:
he was on his way home to the City of Winter.
He handed me a little book and he said

,,Now that you call yourself a writer

let’s hear your critique.”

I opened it. It was an exploration of setting,

like Brodsky’s Watermark about Venice,

and as I read it I descended like snow

into the City of Winter.

I saw the season of ice arrive

and I saw its thaw and re-freeze.

I walked those streets in the darkness
to the flats I used to visit

and the people I used to know.

I flew through the Metro

where those escalators are so steep
they carry you straight down to Hell.

I closed the book and I handed it back.

,,There’s no character development,” I said.

It’s true.
In the City of Winter
nothing can grow: not trees, not flowers, not people.
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EVE IN THE TIME MACHINE

Would you go back and look through a window at
your old self?

Would you watch yourself make the same choice?
Would you step in and take over,

older Eve?

,».She swore a great oath and what she said
became what really happened™

and closed the future.

You were a slave in that moment,

But you had a sudden sensation that birds of Paradise
were in the air

in a tree across the stream, observing you.

Perhaps it was even angels.

Now you know those angels were you, looking back:
you and Prudence, your guardian angel.
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GHOST APPLE

A round emptiness dangles in the air
Still waiting.

A ghost apple is hanging there.

It refuses to stay put.

It follows us wherever we go
distracting us from our proper work.
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AMBER APPLE

The everlasting hum of the bees
And the startling shade in the orchard
Enclosed three trees.

The first held fresh red fruit

and so they named it ,,apple.”

It was plainly meant for the stomach, so they ate.
So far, so good.

When they came to the second tree

they weren’t hungry anymore

So they threw down the apples and let them rot.

A wooden outhouse grew up at the foot of the tree.
It was pleasant to go there

in the apple-brandy miasma

But nobody would prune that tree

or eat its fruit anymore.

When they came to the third tree, they shook it,

but then pulled back their hands from the single apple
And left it swinging. They wandered away.

They could always wander back later.

But the path was lost in the forest of needles

And the years rolled over it.

In after years, over a glass of wine,

they would remember it, boasting:

That one was the biggest apple ever! And the reddest!
It was this big! No, this big!

It wasn’t like your pale modern fruit. And, with a sigh,
If only we had taken it

Everything would have been different.

Really, it would have been eaten and forgotten long ago.
That apple was the apple that swam away

And the lost garden exists only, perhaps, in Paradise
or on some other terrestrial plane- not here.

They tried. They carved a pumpkin in the shape of an
apple

and lit it from within by a living candle.

For a little while, it was a glad reminder

but it was both too close and too far from the original
red

To be anything other than disturbing.

Then they carved a stone image of the apple

and set it up as for worship.

They offered it branches of white apple blossoms
but the bees knew the difference and stayed away.

Finally, they chose a pine, awaited a drop of sap,
and pictured their apple with all their might.
Honey-colored amber licked up their imagining
and then at last they took it, and had it.
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The Victory Song of the Ordinary Housewife
Beds not made

Hair’s a mess

But dinner’s in the crockpot--

Yes!
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QUESTIONS

Is the lamp bright enough for you?
Is the heat turned up right for you?
1T have questions.

You have answers.

But you won’t tell them to me.
You keep them for yourself.

Are you wearing your coat?

Did you button up your coat?
You travel all around

and [ stay here.

I’m afraid you might tell me a lie
just for some peace and quiet.

Where are we going? Is my black suit okay?
Will we be back by the end of the day?

If you look at me you’ll see my hair is thinning
but you won’t notice that if you sit down too.
Sit down too.

I know you have things to do.

When are you coming back to see me?
Will you come by plane, train, bus, boat, or taxi?
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I don’t mind sitting here alone

but I don’t want to be left out.

I know well enough when I really will be alone:
on the night my soul is required of me.

Did you put away your copy of my will?

Wait, wait for a minute, wait, while I take my pill.
I’'m afraid you will forget me before then

and so I throw out a question again.

Let’s have a conversation, let’s converse.

I still want to be part of your universe.
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NO DISTANCE

You were far away

when you lay dying.

I could not go to you

and you could not go anywhere.

They told me you were awake and might recover.
I saw you in the screen.

You were confused, then you saw me, you knew me
You were confused again, you knew me again,

then your eyes rolled right up

and were only white- no pupil

in your dark face.

Then you returned

and our eyes nailed together
giving and receiving

fondness and missing and sorrow

and I understood that you would not recover.

I could not go to you

and you could not go anywhere.

Too many miles were in my way

and tons of air were pressing on your chest.

I said to let you rest.

When they told me you were gone

the distance was erased

you flew instantly to my side

and will always be here now

closer than when you were on the other side
of this world

in this life.
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