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Nestan Kutivadze
Georgian Literary Tale (XIX century)

Genre Peculiarities of a Literary Tale

There is no universal definition of the term for a literary tale. In most
literary references and encyclopedias it is considered to be one of the
types of a fairy tale. What makes the literary tale different from a folk-
tale is that it has the author. Literary critics also distinguish another type
of a tale which ranks between the folk and literary one. It originated
from the tales written down and edited by the people collecting fairy
tales.

Some literary critics say it is difficult to distinguish between a literary
and folk tale. Other scientists talk about specific features characterizing
a literary tale as a genre. Narratives and personages of folk- tales are
used by their authors. It may equally belong to children’s as well as to
classic literature.

A well-known Scandinavian scientist Braude describes the following
features of a literary tale:

1. It may be based on a folk-tale as well as on fantasy ending ac-
cording to the wish of the author.

2. It must be a science-fiction describing the adventures of heroes
of an invented or traditional tale.

3. Magic, miracle creates the plot and characterizes the heroes.

While defining the features of a literary tale the difference between folk
and literary tale is worth noting.

In the research for peculiarities of a literary tale it is important to use
the scientific achievements existing in the study of a folk-tale. By using
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these facts it is possible to establish the main differences between these
two kinds of tales.

From this point of view the research of a Georgian literary tale is ex-
ceptionally important.

Literary Tale of Akaki Tsereteli

A rich literary heritage of Akaki Tsereteli depicts a difficult and con-
flicting social life of Georgia in the XIX century in an almost complete
manner. One of the most important parts of his heritage is publicism
that exposes the depth of thinking as well as an artistic potential of the
writer. From this point of view, explicit plane of the letters is of note.

In scientific research an artistic interpretation of key social issues is
considered to be relevant for a literary fairy tale. Thus, notwithstanding
either the work is based on a folk or invented theme it always shows
literary-aesthetic attitudes and social view points of the author. For this
particular characteristic it becomes possible to involve it in the publi-
cistic texts.

Thorough study of Akaki’s letters revealed that one of the important
structural elements of his publicism is his transformed fairy tale. Some-
times fairy tales are involved in the texts in a full form, while often the
repeated forms are observed (ex. ‘Hot-hot News’ (‘“What a Mood!...’,
‘An Obstinate Man...’, ‘From a Diary...’. Woe to Motherland’, ‘Filthy

and Coquettish’ and etc.).

The paradigm of the road has to be drawn a particular attention. It is a
transformed element of a fairy tale. In folk tales protagonist’s fate de-
pends on the decision of choosing a right direction at the crossroad. The
author thinks that a man has to make a choice between good and evil
represented by a road leading to two towers (‘On the Coffin of Alek-
sandre Kazbegi’) or a forked path (‘The Last Response’, ‘Speech Made
at the Evening in Remembrance of Raphael Eristavi’, ‘Talk between
the Poet and Editor’, ‘Akaki’s Address to Russian Young Students’...)
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The right choice of the road is very important since the fount of youth
bubbles at the beginning of the road (unlike the personal one). The pa-
radigm of Akaki is nothing but Heideger’s country road, i.e. the road of
existence, where the most sincere aspirations are found. Constant return
to this point will never allow a man to deviate from true values. But,
unlike Heideger Akaki considers that a man can gradually come closer
and closer to the beginning of the road by his true public activities.

This part of Akaki’s publicism shows well the function of folk material
in forming social consciousness. Literary fairy tale, as a structural ele-
ment of Akaki’s publicism played a vital role in establishing and deve-
loping the genre. From this point of view Akaki Tsereteli’s contribution
to Georgian writing is absolutely outstanding.

The writer uses the genre of the fairy tale not only in its independent
form but as a metatext of other works. From this point of view ‘Love’
written in 1913 is of note. It is Akaki’s last play. In his works a fairy
tale is assigned the significant role of expressing the main theme in an
allegorical way simultaneously representing the relevant element of the
play structure. Despite such original involvement of the fairy tale in the
structure it is an independent work and can be completely perceived
without a text discourse. It should be noted that Akaki uses it with a
definite intention in dramaturgy, artistic prose and in publicism as well.

The analysis of typological structure of folk and literary fairy tale shows
those general universalities a fairy tale follows as a genre. In addition,
the specific features of the tale are clearly observed. It is obvious how
the author uses it in order to achieve his aim.

Despite the happy end of the play, the fairy tale does not have its traditi-
onal ending, since it allegorically depicts a real situation of Georgia and
serves to create a spirit necessary for the national-liberation struggle.
According to Akaki’s viewpoint, such type of fairy tales trained heroes
in the past and future heroes should be brought up using them. None of
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the genres could enable Akaki to transform a difficult historical situati-
on in such a successful way as a literary fairy tale did.

In this case, Akaki addressed the structure characteristic to magical fa-
iry tales and functions of the heroes. In fact, through metatext he ex-
pressed his world view, his national approach and depicted the epoch
when it was created.

In the second half of the XIX century Akaki Tsereteli’s work in folklo-
ric direction became very active. A particular contribution of the out-
standing writer in this field is quite well-known. The characteristics of
an artistic interpretation of the theme of Georgian folklore samples and
different types of folkloric genres have been studied (Ks. Sikharulidze,
T. Kurdovanidze, F. Zandukeli, T. Jagodnishvili, N. Pruidze). However,
less attention is paid to Akaki’s contribution to establishing and deve-
loping Georgian literary fairy tale. Since Georgian literary tale requires
special research and monographic analysis the study of Georgian wri-
ters and their creative works in this light still remains to be the task for
the future.

In order to artistically interpret the difficult political situation of Ge-
orgia in XIX century which had lost its independence Akaki Tsereteli
created a literary fairy tale about the beauty locked in the tower (condi-
tionally we give it this name) that he included in his publicistic letters
from the cycle of the hot news: “What a mood I have!..”, ‘From the Di-
ary’ and in his dramaturgical work ‘Love’.

Imprisoned beauty is an allegorical image of Georgia having lost its
independence in the XIX century similar to Nestan-Darejani, Suliko,
Tsitsinatela, Amirani created by Akaki Tsereteli.

Using this type of allegory Akaki declares that Georgia is conquered
and the situation is temporary. It is necessary for Georgians not to forget
about it and to liberate their home country.
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None of the literary genres could enable Akaki to transform difficult
historical situation in such a good way as a literary fairy tale did. In this
case the writer made use of the structure characteristic to magical fairy
tale and the functions of the heroes from the classical fairy tales by me-
ans of which he managed to express the national faith and described the
epoch when the work was created.

Literary Tale of Vazha-Pshavela

The phenomenon of Vazha-Pshavela has been revealed in many dif-
ferent angles in Georgian literature. Literary critics of different genera-
tions highlight the folk-mythological bases of Vazha Pshavela’s creati-
ve world model (Ip. Vartagava, K. Abashidze, I. Feradze, G. Kikodze,
Sim. Khundadze, T. Tabidze, M. Zandukeli, Ks. Sikharulidze, M. Chi-
kovani, S. Chikovani, Gr. Kiknadze, Ak. Gatserelia, Mikh. Kvesela-
va, T. Chkhenkeli, Ak. Bakradze, D. Tsotskolauri, T. Kurdovanidze, 1.
Evgenidze, Z. Shatirishvili and etc.). This layer of the author’s creative
work constantly obtains a significant meaning, acquires a new connota-
tion and does not lose its relevance.

The specialists intensively research the motives which make Vazha a
successor of the literary direction of Ilia and Akaki. ‘Characterization
in terms of patriotic and social features has made it possible to describe
easily noticeable motives and to record and check strong creative inte-
rests of the author expressed in his literary works. However, proper at-
tention has not been paid to some aspects of Vazha’s creative work that
confirms thematic originality, outstanding poetic approach and vision
of the author’ (I. Evgenidze). Despite the fact that scientific analysis of
his literary heritage has continuously been carried out and extremely
important material has been collected, some of the issues of Vazha’s
creative work still remain unstudied and need a thorough research.

One aspect of the writer’s creative work _ a literary fairy tale and its ar-
tistic characteristics are almost unstudied. It should be noted that Geor-
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gian fairy tale requires monographic research itself. The use of artistic
images, topics and themes of the classical fairy tales in Vazha’s works
is considered to be a specific characteristic feature of the literary fairy
tale. Therefore, the study of these works is particularly valuable. To so-
me extent they follow the artistic structure of the folk fairy tale and so-
metimes talisman, miracle makes the main line of the theme (‘Gochi’,
‘Tredebi’, ‘Millstone’ ‘A Long-tailed Fox’, ‘A Weak Donkey’, ‘Erem-
Serem-Suremiani’, ‘Ghost’, ‘Mutsela’, ‘A Swindler Educator’, ‘Batu-
ri’s Sword’, ‘In Love’ and etc.)

It should be noted that Vazha-Pshavela’s literary fairy tale is the best
part of his creative work. Moreover, it reflects the wide range of the
problems as well as his unique poetic epos. In terms of artistic inter-
pretation it turns out to be the original one. A lot of fairy tales by Vazha
are very interesting in the light of the diversity of creative interpretation
of the raised issues. It often has an ideological connotation and clearly
shows the position of the author regarding the social-political situation
and ethical issues in Georgia in the XIX century.

It is well-known that a literary fairy tale can equally be based both on
a folkloric source and artistically invented story; it may depict the ad-
venturous stories of the heroes of traditional fairy tales or the characters
created in author’s imagination. The specificity of a literary tale is also
determined by the fact, that the author decides everything according to
his will (L. Braude). Vazha often uses the topics, themes, characters that
are characteristic to the folk fairy tales. A number of his prosaic works
to some extent follow the artistic structure of a folk fairy tale or a mi-
racle creates the main line of the theme. In Georgian literary studies the
interrelation of Vazha’s creative work and folklore has intensely been
studied. However, the specificity of Vazha’s literary fairy tale needs
further research.

The moralistic tendencies manifested in the author’s fairy tales and the
peculiarities of his artistic interpretation have intentionally been studi-
ed. In this respect, following works have been analysed: ‘Gochi’, ‘Mill’,
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‘Orphan’s Dream’, ‘A Compassionate Hunter and the Rationality of a
Deer’, ‘Mousetrap’, ‘A Majestic Present’ and etc. These works like ot-
her compositions show author’s firm attitude towards the moral values.

We can pay less attention or absolutely ignore the moral functions of
folk fairy tales while in literary fairy tale along with the other aspects
moral issues are very important. It should also be noted, that in the
compositions of this genre unlike magical fairy tales, the description of
nature and accentuation of psychological layers of the feelings of the
heroes are very common. In this respect Vazha’s fairy tales are outstan-
ding.

It can be said with certainty that Vazha-Pshavela plaid a big role in
establishing, developing and shaping an original form of Georgian li-
terary fairy tale. Besides, he successfully used it to show a lot of im-
portant national, social and moral problems and during their artistic
interpretation he used the aspects characteristic only to him. He also re-
minded us the directions that should be followed without any deviation
since it defines the image of both the nation and any individual. In this
way, he managed to find his place among the permanent representatives
of true values.

A lot of fairy tales by Vazha are very interesting in the light of proble-
matics and the diversity of creative interpretation as well. It often has
an ideological connotation and clearly shows the position of the author
regarding the social-political situation and ethical issues in Georgia in
the XIX century.

How the functions of stable images of folk tales (Ali, evil spirit, giant)
are changed during the author’s interpretation are interestingly shown
in: ‘A Weak Donkey’, ‘Erem-Serem-Suremiani’, ‘My Adventure in
Erem-Serem-Suremiani’, ‘Mutsela’, ‘Ghost’, ‘Clefts’ and etc.

In terms of problematics and a number of artistic peculiarities several
issues stated above are involved in the compositions by Vazha that take
place in the animal world and conditionally are referred as the tales of
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the animal epos. They are: ‘Pigeons’, ‘A Long-tailed Fox’, ‘An Eagle’,
‘A Deer’, ‘Fox-Serifenia’, ‘A Bear’, ‘A Wonderful Gift’, ‘The Jays’
Wedding’ and etc.

Generally, Vazha wrote a number of works the main theme of which is
the animal world. We are interested in to what extent they manifest the
genre characteristics of the classical tale. In this light we will discuss
some of them in more details.

We would like to draw a special attention to the composition _ ‘A Be-
ar’, the genre of which as a tale was defined by Vazha himself. When
talking about it a different type of analogy could become the focus (for
example: ‘Animal Farm’ by Orwell), but this time we are interested in
other aspects. The work shows how the fairy tale becomes a suitable
genre for an artistic interpretation of the social problems. Fairy tale is
an allegory of the state based on the violence.

Traditionally, in Georgian fairy tales a strong bear is easily cheated due
to its recklessness and gullibility. He is also found as a ruler, but in this
case he uses his power more than the wits. In Vazha’s fairy tales the
image of this animal has maintained the same qualities to a certain ex-
tent. In folklore the confrontation of bears and foxes is a wide spread
function. Unlike folklore, in confrontation described by Vazha, along
with a bear and a fox almost all the forest residents participate. It is qu-
ite natural since the problem the author raises is much deeper and more
serious.

As Zurab Kiknadze notes, the world described in animal fairy tales is
antagonistic in terms of its essence and does not have any moral credo.
It is absolutely different from the world depicted in magical fairy tales
where kindness is always assisted in the fight against the evil and is ne-
ver left alone. The latter is impossible in the animal epos. The above
mentioned is regularity in folk fairy tales while in literary tales it is not
obligatory to follow the same rules. It is true, that the author uses the set
of tools characteristic to this genre, but he intentionally creates a new
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work of art. ‘A Bear’ by Vazha and not only this composition encou-
rage us to see the human world, its regularities and expected outcomes
behind these texts.

An interesting version of a fox can be observed in Vazha Pshavela’s
works. A fox is generally one of the popular personages of the world’s
folk tales which carries relatively the same traits in various cultures. It
is quite a common character of the fairy tales written by the author of
‘An Eagle’. The fox depicted by the author is mostly ‘cunning’, ‘skil-
Iful’ and ‘treacherous’. The fox loses the tail that points to the brevity
of such ‘rationality’.

As we have already mentioned above, in the animal epos we should not
seek the logic of human cohabitation and their cruelty. All the deplorab-
le traits demonstrated by them can be explained by the ‘irresponsible’
character of this world itself. However, despite this it is considered that
in ‘defeating a fox’ a negative attitude of people is manifested not as an
attitude towards a man’s negative feature but towards the violence as a
social event’ (R. Cholokashvili). It points to the fact, that some kind of
social connection is reflected in folk tales. However, in folk compositi-
ons defeating a fox by the hunter, i.e. by a man is considered to be artifi-
cial and an additive of a late period. In literary fairy tales the issue is not
even raised and it is not understood as non-organic since everything is
up to the author. In this regard two works can be distinguished: ‘A Fox
with a Long Tail” and ‘Pigeons’.

Naturally, the fictional characters of a fairy tale are imaginary and fan-
tasy creatures. The success of a story-teller is determined by the fact
how a creatively imagined story and the reality of the animal world
and its authenticity can be combined. This is extremely important and
significant in the case of the literary fairy tale since the authenticity is
accompanied by the conceptualization acquired in folk traditions. Lite-
rary tale is the best part of Vazha Pshavela’s heritage due to the most
interesting creative tendencies and preservation of the life-giving force
of the nature that are manifested in his works.
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