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PREFACE
Varlam Cherkezishvili would be 155 on September 16, 2001. This
work is dedicated to this date. My aim is to revive the name and life of
the great patriot.

Since 1921, when the Soviets came in power in Georgia, the gen-
erations, including the specialists, were brought up with almost no knowl-
edge about V. herkezishvili, internationally recognized critic of Marxism
and famous politician. The officials did their best to ignore him and his
name. While compiling Georgian Soviet Encyclopedia in the seventies
they “could not” even remember his father’s name. In volume 11 of the
encyclopedia Georgian politician is named as the son of Nikoloz, which
is incorrect. Nothing was known about his closest people parents, sis-
ters or brothers. However, V. Cherkezishvili could be considered as our
contemporary (he died in London in 1925). Georgian political thought
has not had many professionals of this calibre.

I tried to inform the reader about the unknown periods of life of
the famous ancestors and close relatives of V. Cherkezishvili for the
first time.

I also present here in Georgian, English, and French languages
two works by V. Cherkezishvili, resulted from my scientific research in
Great Britain in 1999, “Georgian Treaties with Russia” and “La Georgie,”
as well as two of his publications in the Newspaper “Freedom” in 1896-
97, about our neighbouring nations-Armenians and Greeks.

T'hope my new research at Oxford University, planned in the near-
est future and supported by British and Georgian Academies of Sci-
ences, will be successful. It is another good opportunity not only to
promote the study of life and work of V. Cherkezishvili, but also the
political and legal relationships of Georgia with Great Britain, the lead-
ing power in world politics were our great compatriot lived for almost
half a century like in his second motherland.

Gocha Peradze
Thoilisi, July 2001
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A certificate on the birth and aristocratic origin of V.

Cherkezishvili, issued on 22-nd of November, 1854.
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Queen Tamar
The portrait is taken from Oliver Wardrop’s book
“The Kingdom of Georgia.”
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GEORGIAN TREATIES WITH RUSSIA
I
ABROKENTREATY

From the origin of the Eastern Question down to our own
times, Georgia has always been the theatre of war. It is evident that
she will play an important part in the near future, when the rival powers
of Europe and Asia come into collision. Yet, in Europe, there are
none, excepting a few specialists, who know anything at all about
Georgia that is not derived from official Russian sources, not generally
to be relied upon. We therefore think it might be well to make the
British public acquainted with the true state of political and social feeling
in a country whose geographical position must give it a vast importance
during the approaching events in the East.

Georgia, with Tiflis its capital, forms the basis of operations for
Russia’s aggressive policy in Central and Western Asia. From Tiflis
the Russian government directs the movements of troops and topo-
graphic surveys on the frontiers of Afghanistan; from this point attacks
and annexations take place, now in Persia, now in Turkey; and even
the projected occupation of Varna, Burgas, and other Bulgarian ports,
in November 1886, was arranged in Tiflis, and the expedition was to
have been sent from the Georgian ports, Batum, Poti, and Sukhum-
Kaleh.!

But, despite the enormous political and strategic importance
to Russia of the possession of Georgia, with her fortresses, her
impregnable passes, despite the vast natural resources of the land,
with its fertile, well-watered and well-tilled valleys,? the internal policy
of The Russian Government ever since the Crimean War, especially

1. At the time of General Kaulbars’s famous agitation in Bulgaria the army
of Western and Central Transcaucasia (i.e. Georgia) was ready to take the field.
2. Cf. Evgenii Markov, Ocherki Kavkaza
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the policy of forcible Russification during the reign of Alexander the
Third, has strained every nerve in order to paralyse the economic and
intellectual growth of the country. By an unbroken series of measures
the Government has irritated the population of a land which gave itself
up to Russia voluntarily and by treaty, a population which has olways
bravely defended the general interests of the Russian Empire, and has
produced a line of the most brilliant generals, beginning with Bagration
and Tsitsiani, and ending with Amilakhvari, Imeretinskii, Chavchavadze,
Orbeliani, &c.

"In consequence of this fatal doctrine of forcible Russification,
which had the well-known journalist Katkov as its apostle, and the
notorious Count Muraviev ‘the hangman’ as its champion, the
Government of Alexander the Third began to treat Georgia as
conquered country, forgetting that the Georgians, loyal to the conditions
of the treaty, refused, at the most critical moment of the Crimean War,
the offer of independence made to them by the Allied Powers, on the
sole condition that they would remain neutral and not help Russia.}
Notwithstanding the Treaty of the 19" of November 1800, the faithful
observance of which was guaranteed, By Our Imperial Word, in the
Manifesto of the 18" of January 1801, the Government of the country,
has been handed over to a military and bureaucratic administration.
Georgians are aimost wholly excluded from the service of their country
the Georgian language is replaced by Russian, in the admuinistration,
the law courts, the schools, and now an effort is being made to expel
it from the national church, one of the most ancient in Christendom.

Things have gone so far that Georgian recruits, foreign to
Russian in language, culture, mode of life, end even food, are sent to
serve in Russian regiments in the North, in Siberia, and the pupils of
the Ecclesiastical Seminary, the future priests of Georgia, are not only

3. Bogdanovich, Istoria Vostochnoi voiny. In the appendix will bi found
Omar Pasha’s proclamation to the Georgians.
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deprived of instruction in their mother tongue, but are now actually
expelled from the Seminary for reading books in their own language #
These measures have led to disorder in the Seminary, which has been
closed; they have caused desertions from the army, and the consequent
terrible punishments. And now the Government organs of the press
demand the dismissal from the administration of the few Georgians
who are left,’ and the strengthening of the Russian element by the
grant of land to Muscovite peasants. Journalistic apologists for police-
licence, end pseudo-scientists from various Government offices, have
taken upon themselves to prove that Georgia is a conquered country,’
and that therefore the Government can deal with it as with Poland and
Circassia in 1863-1864. The best and most enlightened people, not
only in Georgia but in Russia itself, view with disgust the lawless and
capricious behaviour of the Russifiers. But internal policy is not directed
by the enlightened and humane Russia of Pushkin and Rylyeev, Herzen
and Byelinskii, Turgenev and Tolstoi, but by the fanatic Russia of
Pobyedonostsev, the soldiery and gendarmery of Vanovskii, Durnovo
and Cherevin. And no man dares to raise his voice in defence of treaties
and legality. Any one who dares to stand up for law and justice meets
with persecution, imprisonment, and exile; he shares the fate of the
nobility of Tver in 1861-2, the Municipal Council of Petersburg in
1867, the zemstvos of Chemigov, and, finally, of the Marshal of the
Imerethian nobility, D. I. Kipiani, who was murdered by police agents.”

4. Listok, Russian Free Press, London, Nos. 2 and 7.

5. Novoe Vremya, Nedelya, &c., articles on Professor Khakhanashvili'’s
report.

6. Ad. Berge, Prisoedinenie Gruzii k Rossii; three articles in Russkaya
Starina, 1880, published bay Semevskii.

7. Kipiani, translator of Shakespeare and author of a Georgian grammar,
for protesting against the behaviour of a drunken Russian monk, who
anathematised Georgia, was exiled in 1886, and soon afterwards murdered
(Listok, Russian Free Press, No. 2). For the other cases mentioned, cf. Stepnyak,
Wallace, Kennan, Koshelev, Herzen.

81



But Bergé, a Frenchman in the Russian service, and the
hirelings of the press wittingly subvert the truth and deceive the public.
Georgia is not a conquered country. The Manifesto of the 18" of
January 1801, and the text of the Treaty, printed in the complete
collection of the Laws of the Russian Empire, tell a very different story.
In the Manifesto, which was posted up in the streets of Petersburg,
we read: .

King George® (seeing that the end of his days is near), the magnates,
and the Georgian people have sought Our protection...they have asked,
through plenipotentiary envoys, that the regions subject to the Georgian
Kingdom be taken under the immediate rule of the Russian Imperial Throne...In
accordance with their petition. .. We have resolved to fulfil the request of George,
son of Irakli, and of the Georgian people, and We have therefore
commanded...that our troops be sent into Georgia. And hereby We declare on
Our Imperial Word that on the union of the Kingdom of Georgia...not only
will all the rights and privileges of Our faithful new subjects of the Kingdom
of Georgia and the regions subject thereto be maintained and respected in
their entirery, and the property legally belonging to every man; but, from this
time forth...they shall enjoy in addition all the rights, immunities, advantages
and privileges belonging to Our former subjects. ..they shall find solace under
our protection...Given at St. Petersburg in the year 1801 since Christ’s birth, on
the 18th day of January; and in the fifth year of Our reign, and the third year of
Our Grand-Mastership (of Malta). The original signed in His Imperial Majesty’s
own hand, thus:

Paul “
The following extracts from the Treaty will show what rights were

guaranteed to Georgia by the Imperal Manifesto: -

Art. 1. King George, the magnates, the clergy, and the people desire
once for all to become subjects of the Empire of all the Russias, and to take
upon themselves all the duties incumbent upon the subjects of Russia.

2. King George and his heirs are to remain on the throne with the title

8. George the Thirteenth, of sad memory, destroyed his reason by his
excesses. He was known by the nickname ’Zaki klapia’ (glatton, /it. calf-swal-
lower). He reigned from the 11" of January, 1798, till 1801. For the tragic fate of
his wife, Queen Maria, who was insuited by the Russian general Lazarev, cf.
Rottiers, Bodenstedt, and Wardrop's Kingdom of Georgia.
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of Kings, and retain the chief rule in the Kingdom, but without legislative

power.

3. That a salary be appointed for the King, and estates assigned to
him in Russia, the revenues of Georgia and the profiles of the mines being
under the entire control of the Emperor.

8. The Georgian people to enjoy immunity from taxation for twelve
years.

9. Money is to be coined, bearing on one side the Imperial cypher and
on the other the arms of Georgia.

Arts. 4-7, 10-14, and 16 are to the following effect:

(a) The number of Russian troops to be kept in Georgia shall not
exceed six thousand. (b) Concerning the occupation of Georgian fortresses. (c)
On the appointment of their commanders. (d) On the construction of new
fortifications. (e) Military service among the Georgians is to take the form of a
national militia in national costumes. (f) The Russian troops are to buy
provisions at the market price. (g) The protection of Georgia against foreign
foes. (h) The rights of the independent Georgian Church.

Art. 15. That all Georgians should enjoy the same rights as Russian
subjects.

Such is the Treaty confirmed by the Emperor Paul and signed
by the Georgian Ambassador, Prince Gersevan Chavchavadze, and
his companions, and there is no other treaty or ordinance concerning
the government of Georgia signed by any plenipotentiary of that country,
and everything undertaken by the Imperial Government which does
not correspond with this Treaty is a flagrant breach thereof.

The original Treaty was in duplicate. One copy was kept in
Petersburg, and published in the Complete Collection of the Laws of
the Russian Empire. The Georgian original, published in Georgia on
the 16th and 17th of February, 1801, was kept in Tiflis, in the ancient
national cathedral church of Sion. But at the time of the Crimean War
it was secretly carried away to Petersburg by the Russian Metropolitan,
Isidor. A detailed account of the various clauses of the Treaty has

been published in the following historical works: -
B. Rottiers, ltineraire de Tiflis a Constantinople. Bruxelles, 1829
(British Museum, 10076 C.1.).
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Platon loseliani, Life of King George XIII, in Georgian, pp. 114-138,
P.G. Butkov, Materials for the modern History of the Caucasus, in

Russian.
St.Petersburg, 1869.T. i.i.461-2.

N. Dubrovin, Transcaucasia, from 1803 to 1809, in Russian. St.

Petersburg, 1866.
F. Bodenstedt, Die Vilker des Kaukasus, gives a brief account.

I
CHRISTIANITY INGEORGIA

We have already referred to the fact that the future priests of
the Georgian people are forbidden to read anything in their own
language. Is this language, then, alien to Christianity and culture, and
are the Russian persecutors, with Pobyedonostsev at their head, acting
in the interests of religion and civilisation? They are so fond of talking
about their civilising mission in the East!

The Colchis of the ancient Greeks, Iveria, Georgia, Fief of
the Blessed Virgin in the middle ages, was one of the first lands to
accept Christianity. According to tradition, a ruined church which still
exists in Apkhazia marks the spot where St. Andrew the Apostle
preached the Gospel. Irenaeus and Baronius, writers of the fiftli century,
tell us that in the time of Bishop Clement, during the reign of Trajan,
98-117 A D., there were many Christians in Iveria, in Colchis. In the
third and fourth centuries, there were already fifty bishoprics in
Cappadocia, which was inhabited by Georgians.®

In the days of the Georgian King, Mirian, and S. Nina, in 318
A.D., Christianity was recognised as the national religion, and, in the
sixth century, Procopius of Caesarea declares that ‘of all the peoples
known to him the Iverians are they who best observe the ordinances
of Christianity'®. Together with Christianity, Greek education and culture

9. Professor Chubinov, O drevnikh aborigenakh Kapadokii i Djanetii
10. M.D...shvili, Gruzinskiya obiteli v sv.zemlye
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were dissemninated throughout the country, and attained their widest
development in the reigns of David the Renewer (1089-1125) and his
successors, especially Queen Tamara the Great (1184-1212). The
philosophers and poets of Greece were translated into the Georgian
tongue, the youth of Georgia went to study in Athens and Byzantium,
the national literature could boast of Rustaveli, whose great epic, "The
Man in the Panther’s Skin’ (Vephkhvis Tqaosani), for beauty of form,
elegance of diction, richness of imagination, loses nothing by
comparison with the works of Firdusi and Tasso. The numerous literary
and architectural monuments of that epoch bear witness to the high
degree of civilisation to which the country had attained, while its political -
position was almost predominant in Asia Minor and Palestine. It is
true that its power and influence were exhibited almost exclusively in
the defence of Christianity, but we must not forget that this was the
epoch of the Mussulman invasion and the Crusades. Kirakos, an
Armenian historian of the thirteenth century, says that:

Tamara made a treaty of peace with the Sultan of Damascus... since
that time, the Sultans have treated Christians more humanely... the taxes on
the monasteries were lessened... the plundering of pilgrims on their way to
Jerusalem was forbidden, especially if they were Georgians... they were free

from™taxation in the dominions of the Sultans and in Jerusalem, where Tamara
was held in high highonour."

Dositheus, patriarch of Jerusalem, says: -
The pious Iverian Kings have always been administrators and
protectors of the Holy Sepulchre and the other holy places..."

During the war of the Greeks and Franks against the Arabs
and their Sultans, the monasteries in the Holy Land were almost ruined,
but the Georgians supported them.'* According to the Arab historian
Ibn Shaddana, Queen Tamara offered Saladin 200,000 dinars for the

11. Brosset, Additions et eclaircissements, p.416.

12. He says the Georgians sent 252,667 gold piastres for the ransom of the
Monastery of Holy Cross (Bulleten scientifigue,t.v).

13. Seleznev, Bullet.Scient. t. v. 205-255.
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Holy Cross, and, in 1187, asked that the monasteries taken from the
Christians should be restored.'* Even at the present day there are at
the holy places twenty churches and monasteries built by Georgians,
but lost through the fault of the Russian Government.'3

The sovereigns who busied themselves most about the holy
places were Mirian (3 18-342), Gorgaslan (+499), Bagrat (980-1014),
David the Renewer, and Tamara. The Georgians not only enriched
the monasteries in Palestine and in their own country, but they built
and endowed monasteries in Greece, three on Mount Athos, in Bulgaria,
Syria, Cyprus, Antioch. King David built a monastery on Mount Sinai,
on the spot where, according to tradition, God appeared to Moses,
and sent thither yearly gifts to thousands and tens of thousands of gold
pieces.'®

This readiness to support Christianity won for Georgia the
good will and respect of the Christians of the East.

The Georgians (says the Armenian historian Sanout) are a very warlike
people and bold in battle. They have strongly fortified castles, a great and
powerful army, wherewith they have done much hurt to Saracens, Persians,
Medes, and Assyrians... The Georgians alone had the right to enter Jerusalem
with flying banners, paying no tribute. The Saracens dared not affront them."?

And this respect on the part of the Mussulmans lasted unbroken
until the first alliance with Russia; at the end of the eighteenth century
Georgia quarrelled with Persia, and with Turkey during the reign of
Catherine the Second. In 1520 Sultan Suleiman placed guards at the
church of the Holy Cross and ordered a tax to be collected from
every pilgrim, fourteen pence from a Catholic, seven from a Greek,
three from Arabs and Egyptians; but the Georgians preserved their

14. Professor Tsagareli, Palesyinskii Sbornik, t. IV. 49

15. Djanashvili, Gruzinskoya tserkovn istoriya, pp. 91-100.

16. M.Brosset, Addit. et ecl.p.416; M.D.....shvili, Gruzinskiya obiteli
17. Tsagareli.
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right of free access.'® Concerning the great influence of Georgia in
Palestine, and the numerous churches erected by Georgians at the
holy places, we find much information in the works of European
travellers and pilgrims, e.g. Rauwolf (1575), Prince Radziwill (1580),
Bernard Surie (1644-7), Theophan, Paisii, Dositheus, patriarchs of
Jerusalem in the seventeenth century, the erudite Russian Barskii
(X VIII.c.)." The last independent king of Georgia, Irakli the Second,
freed the church and monastery of the Holy Cross from debt.

The Cross (says a Russian writer)®® has necessarily become the
fatherland of the Georgian, the symbol of his nationality, of the defence of
Christendom- the theme of all his history. The Georgian people are essentially
a crusading people...The whole life of the nation has been divided between
prayer and bloody fights with Islam. For more than a thousand years they
never laid down the sword, and if the cross was not sewed on the shoulders of
their mantles, it was nevertheless deeply engraved on the heart of the nation.

We have wearied the reader with quotations. But we crave
his indulgence when we tell him that Pobyedonostsev and the ignorant
Russian clergy are depriving this martyr-nation of the right of reading
their sacred books in their own language, and the history of their own
church. This may seem incredible, but it is an indisputable fact.? The
Russian clergy of the present day have been brought up in all the
absolute ignorance characteristic of the Russian bursa (theological
boarding-school). A former pupil, in a series of vivid and terrible
pictures, has told the Russian public all the incredibly awful details of
the coarse, ignorant, and dissolute life of the future ministers of the

18. Bulletia scient. tv.215; Tsagareli, in Zhum. Min. Narod. Prosv. t. XI. 132. .

19. Cf.Brosset, Seleznev, Tsagareli, Chubinov, Djanashvili, &c. Vol. XXX VH-
No. 219

20. Ev. Markov, Ocherki Kavkaza, t.2.

21. The Ecclesiastical Seminary in Tiflis was closed on account of a pro-
test from the Georgian pupils who had first been deprived of instruction in their
own language, and then were expelled for reading Georgian books. For the
details, see Listok, Russian Free Press, London, Nos. 2 and 6.
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Russian Church. Neither in the Oliver Twist of Dickens nor the Dead
House of Dostoevsky can we find scenes of such coarseness and
cynicism as in Sketches of the Bursa, by N. G. Pomyalovskii. And it
is no wonder if the products of such convict establishments, when
once they have become the controllers of ecclesiastical life in Russia,
set about the persecution of Stundists, Jews, Raskolniks, and Catholics.
These boors, with the fanatic Pobyedonostsev at their head, care
naught for Georgian treaties with Russia, nor the historical part the
Georgians have played in the defence of Christendom. They may do
in Georgia what they have done to the Romanians in Bessarabia: forbid
the printing of new editions of the sacred books, and as the number of
old copies diminishes, replace them by the Slavonic versions of the
Russian Church. But exasperation alone will result. Let these
persecutors remember the fate of Spain, Persia, and Turkey-nations
which have not gained much by religious tyranny and torture!

m

RUSSIAN POLICY IN GEORGIA

On the fall of Byzantium, Georgia found herself completely
isolated from the rest of the Christian and civilised world; there was
now nowhere to send her young men for higher education. All of Greek
leamning which had escaped the devastating hands of the Turks sought
shelter in the West, especially in Italy; the exiled students of Athens
and Constantinople laid in Europe the foundations of a Renaissance,
the echoes of which only reached Georgia slowly and intermittently.
Nevertheless, the country did not cease to maintain a connection with
the West, chiefly with Rome, for a part of the Georgians had for a long
time professed Catholicism.? But neither the all-powerful Papacy nor

22. In 1629 a Dizionario Giorgiano-Italiano was published in Rome,
besides a grammar and several devotional works.
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the France of Louis the Fourteenth, whither Saba Orbeliani’s embassy
went,? nor Joseph the Second of Austria, could or would give Georgia
any help in her thousand-year struggle for the Cross and Christian
culture.

Hard was the destiny of this small nation, and we cannot but
wonder how it escaped falling into the barbarism of the Balkan races,
whose intellectual revival only began in the first decade of the present
century.?* The light of learning still burned, feeble and pale indeed,
especially in comparison with the Golden Age of the eleventh to the
thirteenth centuries, yet the envoys of Peter the Great, in 1723, found
both printing-presses and schools in Tiflis, and Potemkin, in one of his
reports to Gatherine the Second, expresses the surprise he felt on
meeting the Georgian ambassador Sulkhan, a man of excellent
education, ‘he speaks French, and one cannot believe that he is an
Asiatic.®

This ceaseless striving after a stable connection with
Christendom and European civilisation drove Georgia into the arms
of Russia, which, under the guidance of Peter, was beginning to adopt
European forms of political and social life. Peter saw what service
Georgia might do him in the execution of his project to seize the Caspian
and block the overland route to India, and, in 1723, he proposed to
Vakhtang the Sixth that they should act in concert against Persia. The
Emperor assured his ally ‘that if success crowned their efforts he
(Vakhtang) would profit immensely thereby, for...he would have
dominion over all the Christians in those regions.?® *On the 6™ of

23. A translation of Orbeliani’s famous story-book, The Book of Wisdom
and Lies, is now being printed at the Kelmscott Press.

24. Pypin, Istoriya slav. literat.

25. Butkov, Materialy dlya norio ist. Kavkaza, t.1.

26. Butkov, op,cir. t.i. 31-32. It is to be noted thst all the guotations in this
chapter are taken exclsively from Russian official documents and Russian his-
tories.
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September of the same year a Georgian army, numbering 30,000,
joined the Russian expeditionary force. ‘Success crowned’ Peter’s
undertaking; but what was the despair of the Georgians when they
learned that Peter had concluded a separate treaty with Persia and
Turkey (the 12" of June, 1724), acknowledging the Suzerain rights of
the latter over Georgia, which was fonmally ceded! Persian and Turkish
troops raided the country, and ruined the southern provinces, as a
punishment for helping the Russians.?’ Such treachery seems incredible;
but the truth is that the whole of Russia’s policy in Georgia during the
eighteenth century was a systematic attempt to weaken the country,
so that it might fall into her hands unconditionally without any treaty.
This fact stands out clearly in the reign of Catherine the Second. While
the Empress was writing flattering letters to Irakli the Second, she at
the same time sternly commanded her agents ‘by no means to do
anything likely to strengthen Georgia,'?® or she ordered her troops to
withdraw at the critical moment of the war, as in the case of General
Totleben and Colonel Burnashev.”
The lesson Peter had taught the Georgians cooled the relations
between the two countries for half a century. Irakli the Second (1744-
1798) understood better than anybody the sorrows that friendship,
alliance, or union with Russia would bring upon his kingdom. This
sovereign, the patron of education and European ideas, a typical
representative of the national tradition and character, sent two
embassies to Europe, to Joseph the Second, in the hope of finding
support and assistance in the struggle with Islam. These missions only
“brought back expressions of warm sympathy and assurances of the
amazement of Christendom at Irakli’s heroism . but no material help
could be given; Turkey, still powerful at that period, blocked all the

27. Butkov, p. 62.

28. The Empress,s order to Medem, July 28, 1772, in Arry arkheogr.
Komm.

29. Akry, and Butkov, t.i. 277, 282; t.ii. 25-26.
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routes from Europe to Georgia.* Irakli had to depend upon himself
alone. He succeeded in restoring the ruined towns and villages, he
made Persia and Turkey acknowledge anew the rights of Georgia
and the Christians in Palestine, he freed the Church and Monastery of
the Holy Cross, near Jerusalem, fromdebt,* he multiplied the number
of schools and encouraged education.’ Georgia revived, and
recovered from the blows inflicted on her by the alliance with Peter.
Yet all this work was destined to be undone during Irakli’s reign; owing
to an alliance with Russia, to Russian protection.

While Catherine the Second was preparing for war with
Turkey, she wrote, through Count N. Panin (in 1768), to Solomon,
King of Imereti, begging him to persuade Irakli to take part in the
attack on the infidels. Irakli hesitated to join in the enterprise; but
when, in 1769, he leamned that Austria was to take up arms, he decided
to ally himself with Russia, although the Turks had sent a special mission
offering him favourable terms. With gloomy forebodings, he signed a
treaty with Russia, guaranteeing him the possession of Akhaltsikhe
and the Georgian provinces held by the Turks. The Russian auxiliary
forces were commanded by General Totleben, who had just been let
out of prison, where he had been sent for offences against the criminal
law.?* By a judicial sentence, this adventurer had been stripped of his

30. Russia regarded Irakli’s successes and his fame in Europe in an
unfriendlyspirit, In the supplement of the St. Petersburg Wedomosti, the 16" of
November, 1753, we read of ‘Prince Irakli, so famous in Europe, and almost com-
pared with Alexander the Great. Nevertheless, Gatherine the Second had to agree
with Voltaire that Irakli was* wise, brave, most powerful’ (Letter of the 19" of Janu-
ary, 1770). We might refer to the panegyrics on Irakli by Frederick the Great, Lessing,
and the journalists of the period.

31.M. Soloviev, in Mosk. Vyedomosti, No. 2, 1894; M.D...shvili, Gruzinsk.
obiteli. R

32. His contemptible heir, George the Thireenth, used to dispute at home
with his kinsfolk against the ideas of Voltaire and encyclopedists (Ioseliani).

33. Documents in Tsagareli’s Akty, St. Petersburg, 1893.
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rank and orders and expelled from Russia. But was just such a man
that Catherine needed for her treacherous work, so that ‘in no way
should the strengthening of Georgia be contributed to.” It was only
generals of the stamp of Totleben, Knorring, and Medem who could
be trusted to execute such a shameless policy. At the very beginning
of the war, under the walls of Akhaltsikhe, in the village of Aspinzi,
the allied armies met the Turks. Irakli had already begun the battle,
when suddenly Totleben ordered the Russians to retire, saying that he
had received orders to that effect from Petersburg.?* Irakli begged
him not to ruin the country; it is even said that he knelt before the
Russian. But Totleben and his troops retired and departed.** By a
prodigy of valour, Irakli and his mountaineers defeated and scattered
the Turks. But this did not save Georgia from trouble in the future.
Persia and Turkey could not forgive this new alliance with Russia. All

Russian historians agree that this alliance was the ruin of Georgia.

From the date of the arrival of the Russians the position of Irakli
became worse and worse. .. Georgian merchants in Persia, Turkey, and elsewhere
were plundered, enslaved or slain... many Armenians and Georgians fled...
agriculture fell into ruin.

Georgia was again left to protect herself against foreign and domestic
foes, left just at the time when she most needed help.?’

The Emperor Alexander the First on his accession bears

witness to the disastrous effects of the alliance with Russia:

The sudden and unexpected withdrawal of the Russian troops from
Persia, Armenia (i.e.Ganja and Erivan, tributaries to Irakli), and your boundaries,
destroyed your just hopes. All the sufferings you have since endured, the
invasion of infidel and foreign races, the devastation of towns and villages, the
captivity and slavery of your fathers, mothers, wives, and children...All these
united ills have well nigh exterminated from the face of the earth not only the
people, but even the very name of the Georgian nation, erstwhile so glorious

34. Alex. Orbeliani, Aspinzi’s Omi, p. 15.
35. Butkov,i. 277-8

36. Butkov, ii. 177-8.

37. Dubrovin, Zakavkazic, p. 12
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throughout Asia.*® (Manifesto of Alexander the First, 12" of September, 1801).

Such results being achieved, Russian policy, having ‘in no case
contributed to the strengthening of Georgia, 'found it convenient to speak
of her union with the Empire, and, in Tiflis, as early as the 23" of
November, 1799, Count Rostopchin signed, on behalf of Paul the First,
a preliminary treaty with George the Thirteenth, and in the following
year a Georgian embassy, headed by Gersevan Chavchavadze, signed
the treaty which we have reproduced in our first chapter.

But the Russian Government was not satisfied with the
destruction of the political importance of Georgia. Itencouraged intrigue
and corruption among the nobility, until the best families were
compromised.* The reports of generals Gudovich, Knorring, Lazarev,
&c., are full of revolting details of their attempts to corrupt and demoralise
the political life of a country the honesty and disinterestedness of whose
people had been universally acknowledged.®

v
OPPRESSION AND RUSSIFICATION

After reading Alexander’s Manifesto of the 12* of September,
1801, one might think that the policy of enfeebling Georgia, resulting
in its political ruin, would be replaced by a more honest method,

38. The invasion by the Persian Shah Aga-Mehmed-Khan, who had been
Irakli’s friend till the last alliance with Russia. The Persians sacked Tiflis in
1797. The aged Irakli, with the greatest difficulty, escaped to the mountains.
Bowed down with grief, his laurels faded, he died on the 11" of January, 1798-
Dm. Bakradze Tiflis v istorichesk. otnosh.

39, Rottiers, ltineraire; Prince Ivane, Kalmasoba, pp. 42-50.

40. 'Les Géorgiens sont les plus probes et les plus honnétes gens de la
terre; ils sont hospitaliers, fideles comme leur épée. . .braves au combat et affables
au logis. Bodenstedt, Peuples du Caucase, p. 204.
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particularly when we take into account the Emperor’s own avowal.
And, indeed, the young Sovereign's proclamation awakened the hopes
of a simple and honourable folk. In the Registers of Protocols of the
Council of State, in 1801, we find that, in the Emperor’s opinion,
force alone gave the Empire no right to annex a country, if the
inhabitants did not desire union. Whereupon the General-
Procurator Beklamishev informed the Council ‘Of the extreme dislike
of His Imperial Majesty to take that kingdom into subjection to Russia,
considering that it was unjust to take possession of the property of
another’.* On this ground, a mission, similar to that of Kaulbars to
Bulgaria, was sent, four days later, to the Georgian Court, headed by
General Knorring as special commissioner. We shall see by his
behaviour what his instructions were. The Georgian embassy was told
to wait for news from Knorring, who was going to negotiate with the
king in Tiflis. But they learned afterwards that all this was a comedy,
and that in reality a scheme was being elaborated by which Georgia
would be governed by Russia as an ordinary province of the Empire.
The embassy protested, and Gersevan Chavchavadze soon left
Petersburg.

It was strange to hear on the one hand of unwillingness to
steal other people’s property, when it was a question of a regularly
confirmed treaty granting the rights of autonomy, and on the other
hand to find a complete readiness to seize this same property as a
conquered province, and put it under Russian military despotism. But
the explanation is simple. After Count Rostopchin had signed the
preliminary treaty, in 1799, the Russian troops entered Georgia, and
occupied the fortresses and the Dariel Pass. When once they held the
strategic points, the Russian Government considered the treaty a
troublesome obstacle which ought to be set aside as soon as possible;
they began by pretending that they did not wish to annex the country;

41. This remarkable protocol is quoted in Dubrovin, Zakavkazie, p.23.
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and when, two months later, Knorring announced the success of his
mission, they simply discarded the document. Knorring carried out
his instructions most successfully. It was officially announced that he
came to Georgia to fulfil the conditions of the treaty, and the people
therefore hailed his arrival with enthusiasm.

The people (he wrote to the Emperor), thinking that I had come to
execute the will of the Emperor Paul the First, met me in crowds all the way
from the Georgian frontier to Tiflis, and joyfully poured forth prayers to the
Almighty.*

With still greater gladness did they meet the first Russian troops,
as we find from a letter of Kovalenskii, the first head of the Russian
Civil Government in Georgia.** Knorring entered Tiflis on the 9 of
April, 1802, accompanied by Kovalenskii.

The popular enthusiasm was of short duration. On the 8" of
May, barely a month after his arrival, knorring invited representatives
of the chief families of the Kingdom to assemble in the Gathedral of
Sion and hear the manifesto read. All went jovfully, expecting to hear
a confirmation of the manifesto published on the 16™ and 17" of
February. Unpleasant suspicions were roused in the minds of many
when they were requested to leave their arms outside the church, but
they offered no objection. After mass, they listened to the reading of
the manifesto, which declared that, eager to promote the welfare of
Georgia, instead of the treaty, the Emperor had ordered that the general
Russian administration be introduced, and demanded an oath of
allegiance from them, the most influential men of the land. The discontent
of all was boundless: not one would hear of taking the oath, and they
began to disperse, when they saw that they were surrounded by Russian
troops, with their muskets pointed towards the cathedral, and they
themselves were unarmed! The city broke out into an uproar, merchants

42. Knorring’s report to Alexander the First, in the Akry.
43. Bergé, in Russk. Starina, 1880. N 5,p.5. See also Dubrovin, Butkov,
and the reports of General Lazarev.
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and artisans closed their shops. But the best and most important
persons were arrested. Nevertheless, the Georgians and the Armenians
who had long been settled in Tiflis went to the royal prince David, heir
to the throne, and offered to drive out the Russians. His uncle, Ivane,
chief of the artillery, asked permission and promised to drive the
Russians beyond the Caucasus.** But David, either through fear of
the Russians or dreading the future fate that would befall Georgia if
she were exposed to the hatred of Russia as well as of Persia and
Turkey, would not consent to an attack, and submitted to force.*?

This measure (says a Russian historian), directed against a nation
which had voluntarily asked to become subjects to the Emperor, did not please
the Georgians.

All the nobility (says General Lazarev) are dissatisfied with the present
mode of managing affairs.¢

In Kartalinia they would not obey the tribunals; the Tartars
decided upon flight. The merchants of Tiflis (Armenians) would not
pay their taxes.*’ In Kakheti, the Georgians and Lesgians rose several
times, but they were defeated, and many were exiled to Siberia. The
nation had to submit to force, and Knorring and Kovalenskii set about
the establishment of Russian institutions.

In the public departments Georgians were not only openly insulted,
but were even beaten. In cases of mere suspicion they were seized, their hands

44. We have learned these details from family papers. Among the repre-
sentatives of the nobility were Andronikashvili, Baratashvili, Chavchavadze,
Lionidze, &c. A great-uncle of the present writer was also arrested, and after-
wards exiled to Siberia.

45. Joseliani’s Life of George the Thirteenth. Prince Ivane, autor of the
popular pamphlet Kalmasoba, accuses the Georgian ambassadors of treachery.

46. Akty i rapporty.

- 47. Immunity from taxation for twelve years had been granted by Art. 8 of
the Treaty.
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tied behind them, halters put round their necks, and, like common criminals,
they were driven away on foot to a distance of fifty versts and more. The civil
and military officers carried away women and girls from the villages and
ourraged them.*

Free, warlike mountaineers could not bear this; riots and
revolts arose everywhere. The authorities in Petersburg became
alarmed; they feared that the whole of Georgia would rise, and that
the fruits of the policy of deception and enfeeblement carried on for
the last forty years would untimely perish. They therefore appointed
as governor Tsitsiani, a Georgian of exceptional ability, rclated to the
royal family,* and entrusted him with the task of organising the country,
on an aristocratic but thoroughly elective national basis, politically,
administratively, and judicially.

According to this new Constitution, the following privileges were
granted:

1. An elective principle for all public offices.

2. All judicial proceedings to be in the national language, and
according to the code of King Vakhtang the Sixth.

3. National church and schools under the supreme control of officers
confirmed by the Russian Government.

4. Freedom from the Russian military system, and organisation of a

national militia.
5. National coinage (minted till the reign of Alexander the Second).

In accordance with these fundamental rights, the following system
of government was organised:

The appointment of an internal administration in Georgia.

On the original, the confirmation of the above appears in His

48. Prince Tsitsiani's report of the 9 of February, 1803, to Alexander the first.

49. All the historians of Transcaucasia (Bergé, Butkov, Dubrovin,
Bodenstedt, Brosset, Ioseliani) unanimously admit that Tsitsiani was the most
remarkable man and the only real statesinan among all the Russian goverors of
Georgia.
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Imperial Majesty’s own handwriting, thus:
‘ Let it be thus. ALEXANDER.
‘Given in Moscow, 12 September, 1801.”

Georgia was divided into five districts. The officials and their
residences were thus appointed:

Commander-in-Chief; Governor; Supreme Georgian Government, to
reside in Tiflis. This Supreme Government js divided into four departments, of
which a detailed list is given.

The Governor, the chiefs of departments (appointed by the Imperial
Government), and the councillors (elective) are the members of the Supreme
Georgian Governinent.

The General Assembly of the Supreme Georgian Government is a court
of appeal against the departments, and by a majority of votes it decides cases

Jinally. (Here follow details concerning provincial organization.) For the first
year the councillors are to be nominated by the Commander-in-Chief. At the
end of a year from the formation of the newly established Government, the
election of Georgian princes and nobles to the office of coucillors and other
posts is entrusted to the will of the princes and nobles.

This aristocratic Constitution, about which the country had
never been consulted, was imposed upon Georgia by force, and she
submitted to it only because she was forced to do so. The first elections
took place in 1803. Gersevan Chavchavadze, who, as we have seen,
had protested against the violation of the treaty, was chosen Marshal
of the Nobility. Tsitsiani insisted upon the confirmation of all the
elections, as the only means to the political pacification of Georgia;
and, for a time, it seemed as if the country were at rest. Many thought
that by the granting of the aforesaid five constitutional principles the
loss of the treaty was counterbalanced, especially as the government
of Tsitsiani and his immediate successors was thoroughly Georgian.
As regards the nobility, they were, to a great extent, corrupted, not
only by the aristocratic character of the Constitution, but by large
bribes from the Russian Court. Nevertheless, the nation never
acknowledged the violation of the treaty as legal.

Enfeebled by wars and Persian invasions, and girdled with an
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iron belt of Russian bayonets, Georgia was silent. But when the next
generation had grown up, when the lash of Nicholas's censorship fell,
and enlightenment became the object of persecution, a plot was formed
for the separation of the country from Russia. Young men of the most
distinguished families took part in this conspiracy.* But the conspirators
were arrested in 1832, before they had realised their plan. the poets
Orbeliani and N.Baratashvili, the dramatists G.Eristavi and Dm. Kipiani,
Andronikov, Chelokaev, Chavchavadze, were exiled to distant towns
in the north of Russia,*' and kept under police supervision. The
customary cruelty of the Government was held in check by the fear of
arevolt, which, in this case, might have been supported not only by
Turkey, but by some of the Western powers, whose interest in the
East was at that time rapidly increasing. The Emperor Nicholas even
sent his aide-de-camp Chevkin to express his trust in the invariable
loyalty of the Georgians, assuring them, on his part, that the Government
would faithfully observe to the letter the law granting self-government.*2
But this promise was not fulfilled. The treaty fell more and more into
the background; new reforms, such as the grant of local self-government
and elective justices of the peace, were not extended to Georgia, and
the country was gradually degraded to the position of a conquered
province, and deprived of all its rights.

In a brief sketch, composed, as far as possible, of quotations
from official documents, we have endeavoured to narrate to the reader
the history of the annexation of a land which, though small, is yet rich,
both in natural resources and in past national greatness. We may now
boldly assert that for the decline and ruin which befell our country in
the last century, for the loos of our position in Christendom, for the
oppression of our national life at the present day, we have to thank
official Russia, the Russian autocracy. We purposely separate official

50. Bodensted, Peuples du Caucase, p. 121.
51. The biography prefixed to G. Eristavi's Works.
52. Eristavi’s Biography.
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Russia, Composed of adventurers of all nations, especially Germans;
from the cultivated class, and the Russian people. The interests of the
latter have always met with affectionate sympathy in Georgia.’* But it
does not follow from this that Georgia must become Russified. The
interests of European humanity and science were always dear to our
fathers, and them have bequeathed this love to us, together with the
struggle for ourrights. And if the Russian Government continues its
policy of forcible Russificsation, if it doesn’t restore to Georgia her
legal rights, to the observance of which five emperors have successively
sworn, the nation will be obliged to seek some other means of
salvation. A hundred years ago Georgia approached Russia only
because she was cut off from Europe. In our days, and in the present
state of culture, Europe is nearer to us then Moscow and Petersburg.
From the economic and educational point of view, Georgia is only
riveted by force to Russia, as the legendary Prometheus is chained of
the summit of one of her grandest mountains.

We think that these common interests with Europe will glve Geor-
giaeven more support in the struggle to obtain the satisfaction of her just
demands then they gave Bulgaria. Let the Russian Government consider
the matter carefully. The Eastern Question, with all its complexity, the
Armenian and other question, can only find their settlement in the creation
of an autonomous and neutralised Georgia, or as the friends of peace
think, in a neutral federation of all the nationalities of the Caucasian isth-
mus. On the policy of the Russian Govemnment it depends entirely whether
this question is settled in a sense favourable or hostile to them.

V. E. CHERKEZOV

53. Since 1861, in all the struggles of Russian Society against tyranny
Georgians have taken an active part, and have brvely affronted imprisonment,
penal servitude, Siberia; e.g. Gamkrelidze, Jabadri, Zdanovich, Tsitsiani,
Argutinskii, Grdzelidze, Maria Shirvashidze, M. Kipiani, may be meditioned.
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ARMENIA AND EUROPE

The country ruined, devastated, towns plundered, villages burnt,
the sinister light of conflagration illuminating sorrowful scenes of car-
nage; children buried alive, sometimes their little heads, as gentleas
those of the angels of Murillio, dashed against the glowing walls; young
girls and women violated before being decapitated and even
disembowelled; peaceful, inoffensive men strangled by thousands ata
time; all these horrors premeditated, coolly organised, carried out and
repeated with a diabolical sang-froid by the government composed
of renegades of all nationalities, races and religions-this country, do
you know it, reader?

Already for three years those horrors, which disgrace civilized
humanity, have been constantly developing. The monsters, called sov-
ereigns and ministers, are methodically feasting upon the flesh and
blood of the Armenians. Cowardly and aruel, like his eunuchs, thes
sovereign, the Sultan, is a stranger to all humane feelings. By his birth,
by his depraved morals he is well adapted to the role of assassin
without a rival. Wethout the least encouragement from outside, he
wos ever ready to fill his dominions with horrors. When, however, he
saw that his presents, covered with the blood of Armenian children,
were graciously received by a newly-married Imperrial couple, and
that he himself is distinguished for his abominable exploits, and pre-
sented with the family portrait of another imperial house, then it be-
came clear to him that his profession of assassing was not, after all, so
damnable, and that if for a private individual it was disgraceful to kill
his fellow-creature, for him and for his “fellow-sovereigns” the killing
of children, young girls and women constituted an honorable act.
Along with him, his ministers, those ignoble creatures who have made
their career by prostituting their bodies while young to the potentates
and in their virile age, by receiving as an honor and as a wife an odalisk,
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abused, cast-off and repudiated by their master' -these depraved
scoundrels have in their turn understood that their role of statesmen
meant to be cruel to the extreme. They have understood at the same
time that their assassin-in-chief, encouraged in his bloody exploits by
the imperial courts, will know, in his turn, how to reward their zeal as
hangmen. Therefore, they intend massacring and pillaging the inoffen-
sive without anybody to interfere, and that the phantom of European
intervention to suppress their work of exrermination of the unfortu-
nate Armentian nation is an old fable *‘good enough to tell” to the chil-
dren, the priests, and the sentimental women of England.

They are right, those ignorant and prostituted assassins. Yes, the
intervention of Europe at the end of the nineteenth century is a fable.
In times gone by, when Europe was not yet filled with police, and the
people had courage and individual initiative, it sufficed thet a monk
Peter the Hermit — appealed for succour for these same Armenians
then massacred by the same Turks, and thousands of men of heart
gathered under the flag of the crusade. They were encouragel and
blessed by their mothers, their wives, their sisters, and their sweet-
hearts. Yes, barbarian Europe of the Middle Ages, when it took
months to get to Palestine or to Cilicia, knew how to make sacrifices.
And our refined generation, with our formidable means of transport,
is so vile, and is good for nothing else but prayers!...The pernicious
discipline of obligatory militarism has too much stupified us, it has
deprived us of the least trace of a will, of individual initiative. We are
neither capable to will, nor to act, nor to love passionately, nor even
to hate monsters who disgrace humanity. We are waiting for our mas-
ters and their servants-the diplomatists-to act. The masters, however,
fraternise with the abominable assassing...Diplomacy! was there ever
atime in history when diplomacy served for any other purpose but the

1. Those who lived at Constantinople will known that our statement is an
absolute truth.
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enslavement of the nations? And yet we are assured thet it will save
the half-exterminated Armenian nation! How has it come about that
public opinion in Europe, as well as, on the other hand, the unfortu-
nate Armenian patriots, have put their hopes in diplomatic actions?
As if it were not the diplomats at Berlin, in 1878, who assured the
brave and honest patriarch Hrimian, called “hairik™ (father) by the
Armenians, that *“His Jmperial Majesty the Sultan will introduce the
necessary reforms? in Armenia?! Which are the reforms that were
obtained during these last eighteen years? They have organised, ac-
cording to the style of Paris.> bands of assassins whom they call the
police. Is this all? No. The same diplomats watch attentively, for the
last years, the abominable exploits of this reformed police, and yet
again they promise the Armenians that “His Imperial Majesty the Sul-
tan will introduce the same reforms also in the provinces where the
massacres took place, and will organise a constabulary strong enough
to suppress”...what and whom? Of course, every humanitarian idea
so detested by His Mejesty the Assassin; and equally, of course; ev-
ery human being or party of the population that would dare to raise a
voise of discontent against their sovereign , this same Sultan. How-
ever monstrous this settling of all hopes and expectations of a nation in
astrong and omniscient organisation of gendarmery may seem-still,
this is a fact. The deplomats, ministers, and rulers of the whole world
understand by progress and development the reinforeement of power,
the restraint on the personal rights of the people and nation. What
wonder then that these gentlemen have placed the liberty and well-
being of the Armenian nation at the mercy of the governors and gen-
darmes, the subordinates of this same assassin on the throne. Their

2. Paragraph 61, Treaty of Berlin.

3. The police of Constantinople are organised by Parisian commissaries.
Its abominable chief, Said Pacha, has received his educkation at the cafes
chantants of Paris.
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distorted brains, their reactionary routine could not beget anything
else. And it is not they who rouse our indigration.

What revolts us is that the foremost public opinion of the Euro-
pean nations, forgetting the historical role of diplomacy, could remain
passive during two long years of slaughter of the helpless and
inoflensive; revolting is the fact that our degenerate race could put
their hopes in the innate oppressors of the nations and in the profes-
sional adversaries of liberty; revolting it is that, while bands of mur-
derers are slaughtering the defenceless population, the enlightened,
humanitarian, and free European society confines itself to prayers,
idle talking, or penny donations...

There has not come forth from our midst aLandor ,nor a Byron,
nor a John Brown,nor a Garibaldi! A mong our generation has not
been found those throngs of triumphant youths who, with Armand
Carrel and Riego fought for liberty in Spain, with Garibaldi in Itali,
with the revolutionary peasants in Servia and Bulgaria...We have be-
come too ,,practical”, and, like all “practical” people, too selfish.
Even those among us who proclaim the brotherhood of the nations,
even the Socialists and revolutionists could not raise themselves above
the common level of petty and hard egoism...To the heart-rending
moans of the murdered children and women, the gentlemen-crators at
the Socialist meetings replied not with a cry of sympathy,not with an
act of succour,...but with a cold reasoning over the fact that they were
not quite happy, and did not roll in riches here. As if solidarity and
fraternity constituted the privilege of the fortunate, and as if only the
rich could share their bread with those dying of hunger!

No, the rich and the fortunate were always deaf to the suffering.
It is just this wherein consists the shamefulness of the last years of the
world’s history that the masses of the people left the initiative to the
rich, the fortunate, and the powerful. This is just why the bloodthirsty
Sultan and his loathsome ministers carry out their bloody exploits upon
defenceless Armenia, because Europe has abandoned the traditions
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of humanitarianism and the fight for human rights, and has left to the
rulers the fate of nations and the cause of freedom. And the Sultan
knows that these rulers will defend him, and not the people slaugh-
tered by him. And the prayers sent up to the almighty by the priests
and women of England, the miserable pennies collected for assistance
do not inspire any fear to professional assassins. Not by such an inter-
vention can one hope to put an end to the slaughtering in outraged,
pillaged, depopulated Armenia.

Unfortunate country!

Pitiful generation!

V. CHERKEZOV
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GREECE and EUROPE

After the unhappy Armenian nation had been decimated, annihi-
lated, by systematic massactes, it was the turn of Greece-that glorious
cradle of our European civilisation-to be crushed under the blown of
German cannon and of swords sharpened by Russian despotism. It is
not the sultan assasin who triumphs in Thessaly, but pan ~European
despotism, usury and reaction; it is not the little Greek nation alone
who are massacred under the eyes of our demoralised and cowardly
generation, but the cause of liberty and the regeneration of oppressed
nations, the supreme cause of liberation and emancipation. The Great
Powers and their Concert of criminals, armed by and sold to capital-
ism, and exploitation and oppression in the interior furnished the Sul-
tan with the necessary money, officers and weapons to drown in the
blood of Armenian, Cretan and Greek women and children the hu-
manitarian aspirations of oppressed peoples. Yes, the Great Powers
are the real assassins of thousands of women and children. Atevery
sanguinary exploit of the Sultan the Emperor William of Germany sent
his felicitations to him and distinguished decorations to his henchmen,
he sent his portrait and that of his family; and when the Greeks, ren-
dered desperate by massacres in Crete, rushed into a war-lost be-
forehand- the German general staff directed the German cannons
against them in the name of the Sultan.

Not less cynical was the conduct of the Tsar in this alliance of
murderers and oppressors. If William II, was upheld in his exploits by
all German political parties, including the Social Democrats with
Liebknecht at their head, Russian despotism acted against all the sym-
pathies of the Russian nation, against all historical tradition. Whilst
Russian Society secretly' sent volunteers to the Greeks, Russian can-

1. According to the paper Novosti, at the first militari operations in
Thessaly more than 150 Russian volunteers assisted who suffered enormous
losses.
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nons destroyed Greek churches and houses in Crete; whilst the Rus-
sian people cursed the Turkish oppression and massacres, the young
Tsar and his wife accepted the gifts of the Sultan-presents covered
with the blood of the massacred wives and children; whilst the Rus-
sian press, muzzled by an atrocious censorship, indicated that the sym-
pathies of society were with the oppressed, Russian diplomacy dis-
played incredible activity to paralyse the insurrection of the Balkan
nationalities prepared for years and destined to burst out at the first
signs of the Greck movement.

If German politics were those of a hallucinated and talkative
commercial traveller of autocracy and war, paid by the stock-exchange
and agiotage, Russian politics, like those of England, France and Aus-
tria, may be characterised as those of armed highwaymen about to
divide another man’s spoil among themselves. Each of these bandits
craves for a certain part: Austria desires to appropriate Salonichi and
the Servian part of Macedonia; England wishes for the islands of the
Archipelagos; Russia wants neither more nor less than the coast of
Asia Minor, the Bosphorus, Constantinople and the Dardanelles. What
capitalist and Panamist France demands is difficult to understand: by
handing herself over soul and body to the swindlers of the stock-
exchange and of Panama, and to the Jesuits, all she obtains is the loss
of her influence, prestige, and of the sympathies of he eastern nations
formerly so attached to the glorious France of Danton, Baboeuf and
the revolution of 1848. One must see with his own eyes the servile
and abject conduct of the French consular officers in Turkey to be
able to imagine the degree of degradation to which the prestige of a
great nation has been lowered.

All those greedy bandits, not knowing how to begin the sharing-
up of the Ottoman Empire, rushed against the small oppressed na-
tions the moment they dared to revolt against the barbarous domina-
tion of the Sultan. Armenia was strangled with their assent and com-
plicity; Crete was besieged by their troops and blockaded by their
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ships; Macedonia was paralysed by the diplomatic agents of this “‘Con-
cert”’; the Bulgarian government was threatened and afterwards bought
over by the Berats® for Bulgarian bishops in Macedonia; above all
Turkey was furnished with money and war material-these were the
conditions little Greece encountered during this war so disastrous for
the cause of humanity. Is it wonderful that this small and unhappy
nation, deprived of her natural allies, bound hand and foot, was thrown
to the ground insulted and outraged by all oppressors and reactionists?
It was quite natural and we expected it.> Not less natural is the inten-
tion of European despots to make the independence of Greece de-
pendent on their own sweet will.

Our epoch is, above all, marked by the germination and devel-
opment of the absolute and immoral power of despots and spies. All
the rights and liberties which our forefathers fought for and wrested
from absolutism our generation is ready to abandon. Absolutism as-
serts itself and before European humanity the hideous and abject spec-
tre of a monstrous tyranny rises anew, a tyranny armed with inquisi-
tion, tortures, secret executions. In Spain as in Russia, in Germany as
in Italy, in France as in Turkey inquisitions and torturing, isolated
murder and massacres of crowds are resorted to in our day as in the
days of Philip II., Ivan the Terrible, and others. Witness the torture of
our brethren at Barcelona, the murder of Frezzi at Rome, the burning
of Miss Mary Vetrov in the St. Petersburg dungeon, the tortures of
John Neve and of others-all happening in our time.

2. Berat is a diploma given by the government of the Sultan.

3. To speak candidly, we were surprised at the conduct of people who call
themselves Socialists and at the same time calumniate the victims of oppres-
sion. A strange “savant”, defender of the interests of capitalism, assures the
readers of Justice that “the Cretans are olways liars, evil beasts, slow bellies™;
another courageous defender of the same interests in the same paper treats the
victims of this abominable war as “a miserable set of braggarts and cowards,
indeed!” One must be deprived of all human sentiment to write such things.
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Itis urgently necessary that an alliance of peoples created to put
astop to these abominable crimes of governments united and led by
the Emperor of Germany, the Tsar and the Sultan-assassin. Not an
alliance of fine orators and declamators for peaceful progress brought
about by the imaginary laws of the concentration of capital and other
similar stupiditics, but a militant alliance of the revolutionary elements
of cnlightened Democracy. And it is not an impossible dream to pro-
voke armed resistance against the encmics of humanity, progress and
prosperity. Every men in continental Europe has undergone military
scrvice. when Democracy understands that the concert of the Great
Powen significs nothing but the enslavement of humanity, the reestab-
lishment of torture and massacres, and that to paralyse the politics of
this Concert it is necessary to rush in masses to the support of their
victims,-then we shall have, instead of hundreds of [talian volunteers
and dozens of voluntcers of other nationalities, many thousands of
combatants for the cause of humanity. I repeat, it is not a drcam to
organise an active alliance of Democracy against despotism and deco-
rated bandits. Our means of publicity, of communicating, and of inter-
national relations give us the means to spread the idea, to provoke the
movement.

And then the noble conduct of Fratti, Barbato, Cipriani and their
brave comrades in arms will be followed by the masses resolved to
put an and to the attempts of kings, ministers and criminals of [inance
to fetter European mankind.

V. TCHERKESOV



LA GEORGIE

SES TRADITIONS ET SES DROITS POLITIQUES

Parmi les délégations étrangéres, présentes a Paris, se trouve
celle de la Géorgie. Cette délégation a été envoyée par le gouvernement
de la république géorgienne pour plaider devant la Conférence le droit
de la Géorgie a étre reconnue comme Etat indépendant et a étre admise
dans la Société des Nations.

En droit international, la Géorgie posseéde un droit incontest-
able a son indépendance, parce que, s’étant alliée librement, par un
traité de protectorat, avec I’empire des tsars, elle s’est vue obligée,
lors de I’effondrement de cet empire,a reprendre son existence sé-
parée. Par la constitution et I’ organisation de sa vie sociale et poli-
tique qu’elle a su créer pendant son année d’existence libre, elle s’est
montrée digne d’étre regue dans la grande famille des nations civil-
isées et démocratiques.

La génération actuelle du monde civilisé connait la Géorgie
comme une province de 1’empire russe. Méme les Russes d’éducation
et de prétention politique ont a peine quelques notions de I’ histoire,
de I’ethnographie et de la civilisation nationale de la Géorgie et de sa
position juridique dans I’empire. On sait seulement que la Géorgie, la
Colchide, de I’ antiquité, occupe le versant sud de la chaine du Haut-
Caucase, que le pays est un des plus pittoresques, des plus riches et
des plus fertiles de I’Europe et de I’ Asie Mineure.

«C’est en raison de sa valeur économique, et parce qu’il sert
de base a notre conquéte de I’ Asie Mineure et de la Perse, disent les
hommes d’Etat russes, que nous refusons d’abandonner ce pays.»
Les militaristes russes ajoutent: « La Géorgie, en 1829, 1855, et 1877
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contre la Turquie, en 1914-1917 contre I’ Allemagne, a fourni les
meilleurs soldats de I’armée russe.» Enfin, les révolutionnaires con-
cluent: « Elle nous adonné les combattants les plus hardis dans la lutte
pour I'’émancipation politique: nous ne consentirons jamais a sa sépa-
ration et ne reconnaitrons pas son indépendance.»

Mais ces représentants de I’'impérialisme russe oublient que
les Alliés s’inspirent de considérations plus élevées: celles du droit
international, des traités et des principes de liberté des peuples et de
la démocratie.

Les délégués géorgiens sont venus pour rappeler a I’opinion
publique européenne que la république géorgienne est, en droit et en
fait, I’héritiere du royaume de Géorgie. Par un traité de protectorat
signé en 1783, Catherine de Russie s’était engagée pour elle et ses
successeurs, 2 maintenir strictement I’ autonomie de la Géorgie. Mais
une fois I'empire effondré, et quand a la place d’un tsar s’érigea un
gouvernement républicain, celui-ci ne pensa méme pas a notifier ala
Géorgie si la Russie républicaine comptait observer le traité ou non.
Quand ce gouvernement disparut a son tour et que le mouvement
bolcheviste morcela I’empire en une douzaine de républiques, la Géor-
gie, voyant |’ autre partie contractante du traité disparue, d’accord
avec le droit international, reprit sa pleine liberté d’action et proclama
son indépendancee.

Elle créa rapidement son organisation politique, économique
etsociale d’apres les principes démocratiques les plus avancés. Son
territoire fut le seul, dans I’ancien empire des tsars, ou régnérent la
paix et la tranquillité. Comme base de cette organisation sociale, on a
adopté le suffrage universel des deux sexes, la représentation des
minorités nationales, la liberté de religion, de parole, d’association, la
séparation de I’Eglise et de I’Etat, !'instruction obligatoire gratuite et
laique, I’ autonomie municipale et provinciale. Toutes ces réformes ont
été introduites sans la moindre difficulté et avec le consentement de
toutes classes. Cette capacité du peuple géorgien a ressaisir et a

T



organiser sa vie nationale est le résultat d’une longue existence
indépendante, pleine de combats pour la liberté. L’initiative géorgienne,
étouffée pendant tout un siécle par le despotisme russe, aussitot libérée,
s’est, tout de suite, adaptée au nouvel ordre et s’est manifestée par un
travail fécond d’organisation politique et sociale.

IT

Le Caucase, y compris la Géorgie, est un vieux foyer
d’évolution de la culture humaine. L3, plus qu’ailleurs, on constate
dans les traditions, dans les légendes comme dans les coutumes et les
langues des différents groupes ethniques, des traces de civilisations
différentes - depuis les Ourartou et les Hittites, des Babyloniens et
des Assyriens jusqu’acelle de nos jours. Dans la langue géorgienne
moderne on trouve beaucoup de mots employés dans les inscriptions
cunéiformes et la philologie commence de plus en plus a considérer la
langue géorgienne comme la clef du déchiffrement des inscriptions
accado-babyloniennes. La premiére mention historique de la Géorgie
est faite chez les Grecs, dans leur légende des Argonautes qui en
Colchide (Géorgie), en un lieu dit Sarsapan (Charapan) sur lariviere
du Phase (Rion), allérent chercher la Toison d’Or.

Toutes les fois qu’on parle du Caucase, on mentionne le
nombre extraordinaire de langues et de groupes ethniques qui s’y
superposent. Mais cela n’est vrai que des régions de hautes montagnes.
Le territoire situé entre la mer Noire, de Touapse jusqu’a Trébizonde,
protégé au Nord par la chaine du Haut-Caucase, avec une frontiére
qui va de Trébizonde jusqu’a I'est de Tiflis, territoire de 81 210
kilomeétres carrés, est habité par une population homogéne de trois
millions et demi de Géorgiens, qui parlent partout la méme langue, o
subsistent deux dialectes locaux, le svanéte et le mingrélien. Non
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seulement par la langue, mais aussi par les coutumes el par le type
physique, la population d’origine forme une unité ethnique et nationale.

La Géorgie fut convertic au christianisme au commencement
du IV¥sicele. Méme dans les endroits ot I'islamisme fut imposé, elle
est riche cn monuments historiques chréticns; le nombre d'églises et
de ruines, des monasteres et des chapelles témoigne d’une foi ardente.
Larchitecture de ces églises, qui datent de VII, IX¢, et XI¢ siecles,
atleste I'influence byzantine: la méme inspiration est visible dans les
fresques et décorations des églises qu*on a pu sauver de la barbarie

jalouse du clergé russe orthodoxe. La jeuncsse géorgienne était
envoyée & Byzance ou 4 Athénes; des pelerinages étaient faits 2
Jérusalem, olt des monastéres géorgiens furent créés - plus de dix,
comme I"a contesté Dowling.! [l y avait des monastéres géorgicns
méme au Sinai et dans les Balkans: celui du mont Athos en est undes
plus riches et des plus fameux.

Peuple toujours guerrier, les Géorgiens ne se contentérent pas
de [onder des établissements religicux mais prirent une part trés active
dans la lutte contre les musulmans. Tels furent leurs succés et le respect
des musulmans, qu’au X* siecle ils furent les seuls a avoir le droit
d’entrer a Jérusalem avec leur drapeau national déployé.

Leur élan vers la civilisation gréco - byzantine fut plusieurs
fois interrompu par les invasions des musulmans voisins. En 643, les
Arabes conquirent la Géorgie, qui ne réussit a se libérer que vers le
VIII siécle. A peine débarrassée des Arabes, elle fut envahie par les
Turcs qui détruisirent sa capitale, Tiflis. Mais, depuis le milieu du X*
siecle, surtout sous le regne du roi David, le Restaurateur (1089-1125),
la Géorgie non seulement redevint libre et indépendante, mais, durant
deux siecles, futun état puissant qui domina, de Trébizonde jusqu’aux
bords de la mer Caspienne, toute la Transcaucasie.

1. History of the Georgian Church. by Archdeacon Dowling.
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Au cours de cette période, surtout pendant le régne de la
célebre reine Thamara (1184-1212), la vie politique et intellectuelle
prospéra. Platon, Aristote et les néo-platoniciens furent traduits en
georgien. Le grand poéte Shota Roustaveli,? auteur du poéme
U’Homme a la peau de léopard ,vécut a cette époque. Actuellement
encore, ce poeme est connu de tous- les Géorgiens et cité dans leur
vie quotidienne. Les meilleures églises et les plus beaux monuments
datent de ce temps.

Kirakos, I’ historien amménien du XIII* siécle, dit que: «Thamara
faisait un traité de paix avec le Sultan de Damas.., depuis ce temps le
Sultan a traité les chrétiens d’une fagon plus humaine.., les imp6ts sur
les monasteres sont diminués.., le pillage des pelerins en route pour
Jérusalem était défendu, surtout s’ils étaient géorgiens..., ils étaient
libres d’impdts dans I’empire des Sultans et a Jérusalem ou Thamara
était tenu en grande estim»

Dositheus, le patriarche de Jérusalem dit : «Les pieux rois
d’Ivérie (Géorgie) ont toujours été les administrateurs et protecteurs
du Saint Sépulcre et autres places sacrées..

D’aprés I’historien Ibn Shaddana, la reine Thamara offrait a
Saladin 200 000 dinars pour la Croix, eten 1187 demanda que les
monasteres pris aux géorgiens leur soient rendus.

Cette dévotion active des Géorgiens leur gagna I’admiration
et le respect des chrétiens de I’époque.

2. Traduit en anglais, par miss Marjory Wardrop; partiellement, en allemand,
par Leist; en russe par Chubinoff et par Balmont; en frangais par A. Borin
(1885).

pour plus de détails sur la littérature et I’ histoire de la Géorgie, consulter les
oeuvres classiques de Brosset , qui a consacré sa vie aux études de la Géorgie
et du Caucase. «Histoire de la Géorgie», 3 vol.,1849-1858. «Rapports surun
voyage archéologique dans la Géorgie et dans I’ Arménie», 3 vol., 1849-1858,
etc. En souvenir de ce grand savant frangais, une des rues de Tiflis, la capitale
de la Géorgie, porte son nom.
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«Les Géorgiens, dit I'historien irménien Sanout, sont un peuple
tres guerrier et courageux dans la bataille. Hs ont des chiitcaux tres
fortifiés, une grande et puissante armée qui a causé beaucoup de pertes
aux Sarrasms, aux Persans, Mcdes et Assyriens.. les Géorgiens seuls
avaient le droitd’entrer i Jérusalem avece les drapeaux déployés, sans
payer de tribut. Les Sarrasins n”osaient pas les insulter...»

Mais en 1224, les hordes tartares et mongoles, sous Gengio-
Khan . dévasterent le pays. Quand.en 1318, le roi George VIréussit
adles expulser de son royaume , la nation avec ardeur se mit a " acuvre
de reconstruction. Mais, quarante ans plus tard, les Mongols envahirent
de nouveau la Géorgie, qui offrit une barriére infranchissable au flot
des barbares et sauva I" Europe d*une catastrophe. En 1395, la Géorgie
chassa flnalement les Mongols et étendit ses [rontieres jusqu™a la Perse.
[l serait équitable et juste que I'Europe se souvint, en 1919, du service
que la Géorgie lui rendit, il y a plusicurs siécles, en sacriliant, au profit
des civilisations occidentales, les meilleurs de ses enfants.

Pendant ces années tourmentées, la Géorgie avait gardé,
intacte, lareligion chrétiennc et n”avait pas cessé d’entretenir des
relations directes avec Byzance. La prise de Constantinople par les
Turcs, en 1453, fut désastreuse pour la Géorgic. Tous ses liens avec
les pays dc civilisation chréticnne furent romipus. La lutte héroique
contre lc monde musulman provoqua, pendant plusicurs siccle, la plus
vive admiration en Europe, mais aucun sccours ne pouvait lui étre
envoyé. Les Tures envahirent les provinces de Lazistan et d” Atchara
ct commencerent  convertir, par force, les habitants. La résistance y
continua trois siecles: plus de la moitié de la population périt ; lc reste,
surtout la jeunesse, dut adopter I'Islam; mais les populations du
Lazistan et de I’ Atchara conserverent, jusqu'a nos jours, la langue et
les caractéristiques nationales géorgiennes.

Quoique la sitwation Gt tragique, la Géorgic continua avoir
des relations avee I'Europe. Au XV siecle, au temps du pape Urbain

VIIL. on publia i Rome le premicer dictionnaire géorgien- italien. Vers
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le commencement du X VIII¢ siécle, le célébre auteur géorgien Saba
Orbeliani fitun voyage en Italie et en France, afin de chercer de I'aide
pour son pays.* Mais I’ Europe était occupée a ses propres affaires et
la Turquie était toute-puissante.

I

Laderniére tentative d'alliance, avec I’un ou I’autre des pays
de I’Europe occidentale, contre la Turquie fut faite dans la deuxieéme
moiti€ du XVIII® siécle, quand I’empereur d’ Autriche Joseph I se
trouva en guerre avec les Turcs; mais lui aussi, ne put promettre a la
Géorgie une aide effective. C’est alors seulement que les Géorgiens
envisagérent la possibilité de s’adresser a la Russie qui commengait &
s’étendre vers la mer Noire. La religion russe était, a peu de chose
pres, la méme que celle de la Géorgie; mais on n’était pas sans se
méfier de I’empire des Romanof. Cemné par les Turcs et les Persans,
le roi Iracli I déploya un courage héroique dans cette lutte supréme,
qui ne manqua pas d'étre admirée en Europe. On en trouva les preuves
dans la correspondance de Catherine Il et de Frédéric IT ; Lessing en
parle dans son drame de Minna von Barnhelm . Mais, malgré ses
succes, Iracli IT comprit que son pays ne pouvait pas continuer a lui
seul cette lutte inégale. Il envoya son ambassadeur, le prince Soulkhan,
pour entamer des pourparlers avec Potemkin, le commandant de |"armée
russe dans le Caucase du Nord. Dans son rapport a |'impératrice
Catherine II , Potemkin relate qu’il a requ la visite de I’ambassadeur

3. Son ouvrage, la Sagesse dans les mensonges, a été traduit en anglais,

par O.Wardrop

117



géorgien « qui parle lc frangais si bien qu’on ne peut pas s’imaginer
que c’est un homme venu d’ Asie».

En1783, lc traité d’alliance futconclu. La Russie s’engageaa
considérer tous les ennemis de la Géorgie comme les siens; a maintenir
[’avtonomie compléte dans le gouverncment intérieur, la justice, les
finances, I'Eglise; & joindre i la Géorgie, et non pas a la Russie, les
anciennes provinces géorgiennes qui seraient reconquises sur les Turcs
et les Persans par les armées russes et georgiennes aillées.

Enfin il était déclaré que ,sidans le traité quelque changement
ou addition devenait nécessaire, cela ne pourrait se faire qu’avec le
consentement des deux parties contractantes. Ce traité fut ratifié par
Catherine II et Iracli 1I; on en trouve le texte dans la collection
compléte des lois de I’Empire, vol XXI, p. 1013-1017 ,n° 15835.

Malgré ses engagements formels, quand le monde musulman,
irrité par ce traité, attaqua la Géorgie, la Russie ne lui envoya aucun
secours: en conséquence de quoi, le Shah de Perse Agha-Mahmed-
Khan, en 1795, envahit la Géorgie, Tiflis fut saccagée et les provinces
centrales dévastées.

Cette violation du traité fut bientdt suivie par d’autres violations
encore. Le manifeste de I’empereur Paul I*", en 1800, proclama la
Géorgie «incorporée «al'empire russe, bien qu'il garantit, en méme
temps, « par sa parole impériale», pour lui et ses successeurs, les
droits du traité. L'année suivante, Alexandre I*' ,dans son manifeste
du 12 septembre 1801 dit qu’a son avénement au trone il avait trouvé
la Géorgie, annexce a I’empire. Les Géorgiens protestérent aussitot:
de 1801, jusqu’a 1812, il y eut des résistances @ main armée en maints
endroits; beaucoup de Géorgiens patriotes furent déportés en Sibérie,
entre autres deux grands oncles de I'auteur de ces lignes.

Depuis cette époque, se continua un régime d’oppression et
de violation systématique de tous les droits géorgiens: comment la
petite Géorgie eiit- elle pu résister avec succes a la puissance formidable
de I'énorme Russie? Pour connaitre I'état auquel la vie nationale avait
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été, peu a peu, réduite, il suffit de se reporter au texte de la Pétition

Nationale géorgicnne a la Conférence de la Haye, en 1907 :

Le gouvernement supréme (Géorgien) électif fut aboli, peu a peu, et, A
sa place, un ordre bureaucratique et militaire russe fut imposé; actucllement,
dans toute la haute administration et dans le Conseil du vice-roi, il n’existe
qu’un seul- employé géorgien: c’est I'interprete.

Pendant les derniéres cinquante années, la langue géorgienne a été
suppriimée dans les tribunaux, et la justice est rendue, aujourd’hui, dans la
langue russe, qui n’est comprise ni des paysans, ni des ouvriers, en fait, ceux-
ci sont privés du droit le plus sacré du citoyen.

La langue Géorgienne est bannie de tous les établissements du
gouvernement et méme de I’administration rurale, des écoles, et, en partie, des
églises.

Notre syst2me militaire national, garanti par le traité, a été remplacé
par le service obligatoire militaire russe et notre jeunesse est, en majeure partie,
envoyée dans le nord de la Russie et en Sibérie. Les statistiques militaires
constatent que 47 p. 100 des soldats géorgiens meurent ou tombent malades,
victimes de la rigueur du climat.

La politique de russification forcée a eu pour conséquence la ruine
économique de notre nation.

Notre Eglise autocéphale, une des plus anciennes du monde chrétien,
a été privée de son indépendance et de ses biens, par un simple ordre
administratif.

Nos monuments historiques et nos cathédrales, beaux spécimens de
I’architecture du moyen dge, tombent en ruines et souvent méme sont détruits
par les ecclésiastiques russes; nous n’avons pas les moyens de lesrestaurer,
car les revenus des biens de notre Eglise (évalués a 2 500 000 roubles par an)
sont saisis par le gouvernement impérial.

Toutes les terres du domaine public géorgien ont €té déclarées, par le
gouvernement impérial, biens de I'Etat russe. Sur ces terres, beaucoup de
villages de colons de nationalité russe, ou d’autres nationalités, ont été crées
par ordre du méme gouvernement. A chacun de ces colons ont été alloués de
15 4 20 hectares et méme jusqu’a 50 hectares, tandis que le paysan géorgien,
dans notre pays de petite culture, ne posséde, en moyenne, que de 1 a 2
hectares. De ces terres, converties en biensde I'Etat russe, rien n’est donné-
aux paysans géorgiens. Dans beaucoup de provinces géorgiennes, surtout
dans les provinces maritimes, il est méme défendu, par ordre du gouvernement
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de Pétersbourg, de vendre la terre aux Géorgiens. Ainsi, une vraie « diselte des
terres» esl créée Géorgie, surtout dans les provinces occidentales, ou le prix de
I"hectare monte jusqu'a 2 500 et 5 000 francs, et ou nos paysans sont obligés
d’acheter la terre par métres carrés.

v

Il n’est pas étonnant que, dans un tel état de choses, les
Géorgiens aient pris toujours part active au mouvement réformiste et
révolutionnaire en Russie. .

Les Géorgiens ont occupé une place et joué un role important
dans tous les mouvements de libération , depuis la formation du groupe
Tchernychewski, en 1860, jusqu’a la révolution de mars 1917.

La nation géorgienne alors ne doutait pas que ses droits,
garantis par le traité de 1783, ne fussent, de nouveau, pleinement
reconnus par le gouvernement russe républicain. Malheureusement,
ni le ministére du prince Lwoff, ni celui de Kerensky ne montrérent, a
aucun moment, la moindre intention d ‘agir en ce sens et de penser
aux obligations bilatérales stipulées dans le traité entre la Russie et la
Géorgie. Non seulemerent, ils ne déclarent pas qu’ils voulaient réparer
I'injustice commise envers la Géorgie, mais quand, au mois de mai
1917, le clergé géorgien, soutenu par la nation, rétablit I’indépendance
de I’Eglise géorgienne, le gouvernement «républicain» de Pétrograd
essaya, par tous les moyens, d’empécher cette juste réparation. Lors
des élections a la Constituante, chaque province de Russie eut sa
propre représentation, mais la Géorgie fut incorporée dans une vaste
circonscription comprenant toute la Transcaucasie. Le vote national
de Ia Géorgie fut submergé sous celui de sept millions d’habitants de
différentes nationalités, auquel s’ ajoutait celui de cing cent mille soldats
russes du front du Caucase. Cette disposition avait été spécialement
prise pour faire disparaitre ladénomination politique de «Géorgie».
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Oneneut la preuve quand le gouvernement russe refusa d’écouter les
protestations géorgiennes. En présence des difficultés du moment et
de la nécessité de continuer la guerre contre I’ Allemagne, les Géorgiens
n’insistérent pas; et méme, par tous las moyens en leur pouvoir, ils
aidérent le Gouvernement Provisoire dans sa lutte contre les
Bolchevistes qui commengaient a désorganiser I’armée et a briser
I’unité politique révolutionnaire.

Quand I’'armée abandonna le front du Caucase, vendant ses
munitions et ses provisions a I’ennemi, menagant de piller, et de
saccager le pays, et que les Bolchevistes s’emparérent du
gouvernement central a Pétrograd, les hommes politiques géorgiens,
ne voulant pas se soumettre a eux, prirent I’initiative d’organiser,
d’accord avec les Arméniens et les Tartares, la République
indépendante de Transcaucasie. Les Bolchevistes venaient
d’entamer des pourparlers avec I’ Allemagne; ils invitérent les Géorgiens
i participer aux travaux de Brest- Litowsk. Ceux-ci refusérent de
prendre part a cet acte de trahison envers les Alliés. Pour se venger,
les Bolchevistes cédérent a la Turquie deux provinces géorgiennes,
celles de Batoum et d’ Ardagha. la république transcaucasienne essaya
de résister aux Turcs. Mais les forces combattantes de la Géorgie
étaient épuisées. Au commencement de la guerre européenne, cette
petite nation avait donné presque deux cent mille soldats a I’armée
russe; et ces hommes, au lieu de pouvoir se battre contre I'ennemi
héréditaire, les Turcs, avaient été envoyés sur le front occidental: ce
furent les divisions géorgiennes surtout qui, a deux reprises,
repousserent les attaques furieuses des Allemands contre Varsovie.
Aussi, les soldats géorgiens ont-ils toujours été hautement appréciés
de leurs camarades russes. Comme le disait le grand-duc Nicolas,
commandant en chef du front occidental, au député géorgien Guélovani:
«Si, pendant le combat, j’ai cinq ou six Géorgiens par compagnie, je
suis tranquille.» De ces guerriers, trés peu revinrent des champs de
Pologne et de Galicie. Et quand les Turcs commencérent a envahir le
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territoire géorgien. sa jeune armée de volontaires enthousiastes ne put
pas tenircontre les forees régulicres turques. L'unité de fa république
transcaucasicnne. pour moitié musulmane. devint impossible: la
différence de civilisation, de religion et d”aspirations nationales forga
la Géorgie i reprendre son existence indépendante.

\Y

Pendant la révolution de 1917, la tradition nationale avait
reconquis toute sa puissance : le clergé, soutenu par la nation, avait
rétabli I'indépendance de I'Eglise ; dés le mois de novembre 1917, la
noblesse qui, en tant que classe, possédait des proprié(és territoriales,
des banques, des chemins de fer, des écoles supérieures, cte.,d’unc
valeur de quarante millions de roubles, offrit tous ses bicns endon a la
nation, lors de la premiére Assemblée Nationale.

Mais, malgré le retour a 'unité des diverses classes de la
nation, I'avance des forces lurques mit ’existence du pays en extréme
danger. A ce moment critique, les Allemands apparurent, sous figurc
de “sauveurs”; et offrirent de servir d'intermédiaires cntre les
belligérants. Quoique les Géorgiens n’eussent aucunc illusion surcette
amiti€ subite et hypocrite, ils durent accepter une protection forcée
qu'il leur fallut, cela va sans dire, payer de “‘concessions” onéreuses.

Délivrée de la menace turque, la Géorgie s’ adonna aussitot
au travail de reconstruction. L' Assemblée Nationale, dont le nombre
des députés avait &€ doublé, devint le Parlement Provisoire qui, le
26 mai 1918, a I'unanimité, proclama I’indépendance de la Géorgie
cten fitune république démocratique, neutre dans tous les conllits
europdéens. Elle proclama I égalité devant la loi de tous les citoyens
sans distinction de nationalité ni de religion.
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Le premier ministre Jordani, dans son discours d’ouverture
du Parlement, disait:

Nous voulons entretenir des relations amicales avec les nationalités
qui habitent notre territoire; surtout, nous aurons des égards pour la grande
tragédie du peuple arménien, dont une partie se trouve sur notre territoire. Les
Géorgiens de notre génération se souviendront de nos anciennes traditions: et
les Arméniens retrouveront chez nous la protection dont ils jouissaient sous

les rois géorgiens.

Le Parlement géorgien introduisit encore les réformes suivantes:
abolition de la distinction des classes sociales; liberté de conscience,
de parole, d association; séparation de 1'Etat et de I’Eglise; suffrage
universel des hommes et des femmes; représentation proportionnelle
des minorités nationales; instruction obligatoire et gratuite; journée de
huit heures. On commenga la réforme agraire; les mines, les foréts et
la houille blanche furent nationalisées. Une université, refusée par le
gouvernement russe pendant un demi-siécle, fut créée immédiatement,
ol accoururent les professeurs géorgiens dispersés dans les universités
russes; elle compte, dés a présent, trente-cing professeurs et mille
étudiants. L'université populaire géorgienne, qui existait déja a Tiflis, a
été réorganisée, et ses vingt-cing succursales locales sont visitées tour
a tour, par les professeurs de celle de Tiflis.

L’ organisation de la vie sociale et intellectuelle ne présenta
pas trop de difficultés. Il existait déja a Tiflis une Société littéraire avec
trente-cing branches et vingt mille membres; elle a surtout pour but de
distribuer la littérature populaire parmi les paysans et d'établir des
écoles. La Société de Charité, avec vingt-quatre branches a, pendant
la guerre, aidé les familles des soldats et les pauvres; la Société d’,
Agriculture, la Société d’Histoire et d’Ethnographie, la Société de
Géographie, la Société des Journalistes, la Société des Instituteurs, la
Société des Artistes géorgiens, la Société géorgienne de Techniciens,
la Société des Ingénieurs de Mines, la Société des Pharmaciens, la
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Société des Médecins et Naturalistes sont toutes des organismes déja
existant depuis plusieurs années et en pleine activité.

Le mouvement coopératif est trés développé, surtout dans les
villages. On compte plus de cinqg cents coopératives parmi lesquelles
des coopératives de production: 85 p. 100 des paysans sont organisés
en coopératives.

La littérature nationale et la presse ont toujours été trés riches ;
il existe environ vingt-quatre quotidiens et hebdomadaires. A présent,
les Géorgiens publient, a Tiflis, une revue bi-mensuelle en frangais et un
hebdomadaire en anglais. Il se publie par an trois cent cinquante ouvrages
environ, qui forment un stock d'un demi-million d’exemplaires. Les 90
p- 100 de la population savent lire et écrire et le peuple est tres avide de
s’instruire. Parmi les écoles, il y en a deux d’un caractére tout a fait
spécial et dues a I'initiative privée. Celle de Tsinamgvari, fondée par un
Géorgien, dans sa propriété, est une école agricole, qui, malgré les
obstacles apportés a son développement par le gouvernement russe, a
infiniment contribué a I'instruction technique des écoliers paysans. Une
autre, 3 Avlevi, oeuvre, elle aussi, d’'un Géorgien qui a voué sa fortune
et sa vie a créer, dans son village, un vrai foyer de civilisation moderme
pour les paysans, - ateliers, machines, installations d’électricité, - afin
d’enseigner aux écoliers, par la théorie et la pratique, les métiers
modemes. Une bonne bibliothéque, un grand magasin coopératif, un
orchestre d’écoliers, un théitre unissent toute la population locale dans
cette oeuvre d’éducation populaire.

Nous n’insisterons pas ici sur les richesses naturelles du pays.
Le monde industriel et commercial les connait. Pour les développer, 1a
Géorgie aura besoin de la coopération des pays les plus avancés. Mais
pour 8tre capable de les mettre en valeur, et de se vouer A cette tiche
de reconstruction économique, elle doit tre, avant tout, rassurée sur
son sort politique. A cet effet, le gouvernement géorgien a envoye, 2
Paris, une délégation officielle pour attirer 1’attention de 1’Europe sur
les droits politiques de la Géorgie et sur I’ organisation politique et sociale
déja réalisée pendant la premiére année de son existence séparée. Cette
organisation est en effet la preuve et la garantie de sa viabilité,
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La jeune république demande, aujourd’hui, aux Alliés de
reconnaitre son indépendance et de 'admettre dans la Société des
Nations. Elle compte d’autant plus sur cette reconnaissance que dés
1855, pendant la guerre de Crimée, la France, I’ Angleterre et leur alliée,
la Turquie, promirent a la Géorgie, si elle voulait s’ abstenir de toute aide
a la Russie, de rétablir son indépendance. Comme I’écrivait, ie 25
novembre 1855, le comte Meffroy, représentant de la France :«Nous
vous apportons I’'indépendance; I’Europe veut que vous entriez dans la
grande famille des nations civilisées».

La Géorgie, pourtant, resta fidéle au traité qu’elle avait conclu
avec la Russie. Aujourd’hui, entierement libérée de ses engagements
antérieurs, par I’effondrement de I'empire des Romanof, la nation
géorgienne revendique le droit politique et moral de reprendre sa place
historique parmi les nations indépendantes.

V. TCERKESOFF
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