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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

During a special briefing,
Parliamentary Secretary of

the President, Giorgi
Mskhiladze, provided a compre-
hensive explanation regarding
the President’s veto on the “For-
eign Agents” law. Mskhiladze
asserted that the veto was justi-
fied, highlighting that it specifi-
cally addressed four articles of
the Constitution that were vio-
lated by the law. Furthermore,
he clarified why the law bore
resemblance to Russian legisla-
tion.

Mskhiladze also criticized the
actions of the parliamentary
majority, accusing them of at-
tempting to deceive the public.
He emphasized that suggesting
the President returned the veto
without providing motivated
comments on the Russian law to
the Parliament was entirely false
and amounted to a deliberate
attempt to mislead the public.

Delving into the President’s
veto, Mskhiladze underscored its
thorough motivation. He ex-
plained that it not only outlined
the constitutional violations but
also delved into the rationale
behind the law’s adoption and
detailed the form in which the
law was passed. Additionally, he
reiterated the President’s stance
that the law is unacceptable and
inadmissible.

Addressing the aspect of add-
ing a single sentence to make the
law effective for only one day,

Parliamentary Secretary Giorgi Mskhiladze
Clarifies President’s Veto on ‘Russian Law’

Mskhiladze clarified that this
was a standard legal technique
required for repealing the law.
He emphasized that if the law
had not been enacted, it could
not be repealed. Mskhiladze con-
cluded by stating that the de-
tails of the veto would be made
available on the official website
and Facebook page of the Presi-
dent, ensuring transparency
and accessibility to the public.

“The parliamentary majority
is attempting to mislead the pub-
lic by suggesting that the Presi-
dent of Georgia returned the veto
on the Russian law on May 18
without providing motivated
comments. This is false and con-
stitutes a deliberate attempt to
mislead the public.

The President’s veto is moti-
vated; it describes the four ar-
ticles of the constitution violated
by this law, explains why the
law resembles Russian legisla-
tion, provides the rationale for
its adoption, details the form in
which this law was passed, and
emphasizes that it is unaccept-
able and inadmissible for us.

Regarding the addition of a
single sentence to make the law
effective for only one day, this is
a common legal technique nec-
essary for repealing the law. If
the law has not been enacted, it
cannot be repealed. The details
of the veto itself will be posted
on the official website and
Facebook page of the President,”
Mskhiladze stated.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Five months prior to the par-
liamentary elections, Geor-

gian Dream intends to imple-
ment additional amendments to
the election code.

According to the draft law,
authored by members of the par-
liamentary majority, the deci-
sion-making procedure at the
CEC session will be altered.

Specifically, as per the ruling
party’s proposal, Article 8 of the
Election Code should be appended
to Article 4/1, with the following
content:

“If, following voting at the CEC
session, a decision requiring the
support of at least two-thirds of
the full composition of the CEC
cannot be adopted, it will be sub-
ject to a re-vote during the same
session. In this case, the decision
will pass if most members of the
CEC support it.

Based on the explanatory
note, this is known as the “Anti-
deadlock” mechanism designed

Georgian Dream Plans Election
Code Amendments Ahead of

Parliamentary Elections

to address such situations.
“This change will contribute

to the effective functioning of the
Central Election Commission
and prevent disruption of its ac-
tivities,” the explanatory note
reads.

Furthermore, the draft law
eliminates the advisory group of
the CEC, which, according to the
Election Code of Georgia, is
formed during the election period
within 10 days after the appoint-
ment of the elections.

“The expediency of canceling
the advisory group of the CEC is
confirmed by existing practical
experience, which clearly dem-
onstrated that this group, com-
prising international and/or lo-
cal experts selected by the rep-
resentative of the Public
Defender’s Office of Georgia and
monitoring organizations, did
not effectively function. This lack
of functionality was primarily
due to the monitoring organiza-
tions’ reluctance to participate,”
the note reads.
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Weather
Tuesday, May 21

Day Showers
High: 22°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 13°C

Wednesday, May 22
Day  Cloudy

High: 22°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 11°C
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Parliament to Override
President’s Veto on ‘Foreign
Agents’ Law, Says Chairman

Papuashvili

Chairman of parliament Shalva
Papuashvili announced that Parliament
will override the President’s veto on the
“Foreign Agents” law.

According to Papuashvili, the moti-
vated remarks will be submitted to the
Legal Committee for consideration dur-
ing the Bureau’s meeting and will be pre-
sented at the plenary session next week.

The Parliament Chairman stated that
President Salome Zourabichvili closed the
possibility for a discussion on the law by
using the veto.

“I don’t know where, or from whom,
she receives her directives, but just as
the hope and potential for meaningful
discussion emerged, Salome Zourabichvili
promptly shut it down. Now, we can ques-
tion whose instructions she is following,”

he said.
Papuashvili accused the President’s

decision to set a one-day validity period
for the law in her veto of being a mock-
ery of society.

“Ms. Salome used all methods to show
that she does not consider herself a citi-
zen of this country, and this constitution
is not her constitution. She does not con-
sider these people her people. She mocks
the Georgian people by suggesting that
we should adopt a law that is effective for
only one day. This is a general mockery
of the Georgian people. After violating the

constitution, she started mocking the
Georgian people.

[...] Of course, the parliament will over-
ride this veto because it demonstrates the
Georgian essence of this law,” Papuashvili
said.

Parliament to Override
President’s Veto on

‘Offshore Law’

At the Finance and Budget Commit-
tee meeting, the committee did not sup-
port the President’s veto on the “Offshore
Law”. The final decision will be made in
a plenary session vote.

In her motivated remarks, the Presi-
dent of Georgia completely removed the
clause from the law that exempted assets
registered in countries with preferential
taxation (so-called offshore) from profit/
income and import tax when transferred

to a company registered in Georgia.
The draft law also addressed tax am-

nesty, which remains unchanged in the
President’s motivational remarks.

According to the Georgian President,
these legislative changes contain serious
political and economic risks. Zourachvili
stated that it is unacceptable and inad-
missible to adopt the law in an acceler-
ated manner.

The President wrote that this law cre-
ates a discriminatory environment for in-
vestors and their investments. Zourabichvili
emphasized that it is important not to cre-
ate the risk of bypassing the law in the fight
against money laundering.

The President also pointed out that the
law did not provide financial justification.

At the committee meeting, the major-
ity deputies announced that they will
override the veto.

On 17 May, the Council of the
European Union decided to

suspend the broadcasting activi-
ties in the EU of four additional
media outlets, which spread and
support the Russian propaganda
and war of aggression against
Ukraine: Voice of Europe, RIA
Novosti, Izvestia, and
Rossiyskaya Gazeta.

“These media outlets are un-
der the permanent direct or in-
direct control of the leadership
of the Russian Federation, and
have been essential and instru-
mental in bringing forward and
supporting Russia’s war of ag-
gression against Ukraine, and
for the destabilisation of its

Russian war against Ukraine: EU bans broadcasting
activities of four more Russia-associated media outlets

tion has engaged in “a system-
atic, international campaign of
media and information manipu-
lation, interference and grave
distortion of facts in order to jus-
tify and support its full-scale
aggression against Ukraine, and
to enhance its strategy of
destabilisation of its
neighbouring countries, and of
the EU and its member states”.

In particular, the propaganda,
information manipulation and
interference activities have “re-
peatedly and consistently” tar-
geted the Ukrainian state and
its authorities, Ukrainian citi-
zens, as well as European politi-
cal parties, especially during
election periods, also targeting
civil society, asylum seekers,
Russian ethnic minorities, gen-
der minorities, and the function-
ing of democratic institutions in
the EU and its member states.

(euneighbourseast.eu)

neighbouring countries,” the
Council of the EU said in a press
release.

At the same time, under the

than broadcasting in the EU,
such as research and interviews.

The Council of the EU re-
minds that the Russian Federa-

Charter of Fundamental Rights,
the new measures will not pre-
vent the media and their staff
from carrying out activities other


