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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

On May 26th, Georgian Inde-
pendence Day, President

Salome Zourabichvili presented
the Georgian Charter, a compre-
hensive reform agenda aimed at
aligning the country more
closely with European demo-
cratic standards. In her address,
President Zourabichvili empha-
sized the charter’s significance,
highlighting that it reflects the
demands and requests of Geor-
gian society. She called on oppo-
sition parties to sign the char-
ter and unite around its goals,
marking a collective effort to
address crucial societal needs.

The Georgian Charter out-
lines several key reforms, in-
cluding the abolition of laws seen
as harmful to the country’s Eu-
ropean course, the liberation and
restoration of trust in the judi-
cial system, and the creation of
a fair and transparent electoral
process. These steps are designed
to ensure a more democratic,
just, and transparent gover-
nance structure.

President Zourabichvili un-
derscored that the charter’s es-
sence and spirit are rooted in
addressing the existential needs
of Georgian society. She pointed
out that the charter is not merely
a political document but a reflec-
tion of the people’s aspirations
for a better, more equitable fu-
ture. By inviting opposition par-
ties to sign the charter, she
aimed to foster national unity
and collaboration, ensuring that
these critical reforms are imple-
mented effectively.
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Abolition of Harmful Laws:
The charter promises the im-

mediate repeal of laws that
hinder Georgia’s European inte-
gration. This includes:

- Law on Transparency of
Foreign Influence: Often referred
to as the “Russian law”, which
is seen as oppressive.

- Election Code Changes:

Repealing modifications that
compromise fair electoral pro-
cesses.

- Wiretapping and Off-
shore Laws: Eliminating laws
that violate privacy and promote
corruption.

- Amnesty for 2024 Pro-
testers: Releasing individuals de-
tained for participating in politi-

cally motivated demonstrations.
Judicial Reforms
The charter proposes exten-

sive reforms to restore trust in
the judiciary:

- Integrity Verification
for Judges: Inspecting judges’
assets and past decisions to en-
sure transparency and account-
ability.

- Constitutional Court
and Supreme Bodies: Inspecting
all members to remove those
with politically motivated deci-
sions.

- New Judges: Appointing
additional judges to prevent case
delays.
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The NATO Parliamentary
Assembly recently released

a statement marking the 25th an-
niversary of its important part-
nership with Georgia as an As-
sociate Member.

The NATO PA reaffirmed its
commitment to Georgia’s sover-
eignty, territorial integrity,
democratic development, and
aspirations to join NATO.

However, the Assembly ex-
pressed serious concerns over
Georgia’s recent legislative devel-
opments, particularly the pro-
posed “Transparency of Foreign
Influence” law. This bill is seen
as a step backward for Georgia’s
democracy, conflicting with
NATO and EU values. If en-
acted, it could significantly harm
freedom of speech, civil society,
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and the media, undermining
Georgia’s democratic foundation
and its NATO and EU aspira-
tions.

“However, shared democratic
values are the very foundation
of the NATO Alliance and re-
spect for these values is an es-
sential condition for becoming a
NATO member.

The law on the so-called
“Transparency of Foreign Influ-
ence” is a step backwards for
Georgia’s democracy and runs
counter to its NATO as well as
EU aspirations and values. If
this bill becomes law, it will se-
verely damage freedom of speech
and association and undermine
Georgia’s vibrant civil society
and media landscape,” the state-
ment reads.
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Weather
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Day Partly Cloudy
High: 127°C

Night Showers
Low: 16°C
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Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 16°C
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- Electronic Case Distri-
bution: Implementing a system
to eliminate political influence
in case assignments.

- Term Limits for Admin-
istrative Positions: Prohibiting
judges from holding administra-
tive roles for more than one term.

- Jury System Strength-
ening: Expanding the jury’s role
in high-profile cases.

Reform of the High Council of
Justice

To ensure independence and
reduce excessive power:

- Disciplinary Proceed-
ings: Revoking the council’s au-
thority to initiate proceedings
that could be used for persecution.

- Appointment of Admin-
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istrative Chairpersons: Remov-
ing the council’s power in this
area.

- School of Justice Inde-
pendence: Ensuring the training
institution for judges is free from
council influence.

- Selection of Supreme
Court Judges: Changing the pro-
cedure to make it more trans-
parent and constitutionally com-
pliant.

- Term and Role Restric-
tions for Council Members: Pro-
hibiting them from holding other
administrative positions or being
re-elected.

Prosecutorial and Security
Reforms

The charter aims to make
prosecutorial and security bod-
ies more accountable and inde-

pendent:
- Prosecutor General:

Electing this official with a high
quorum for a single term to pre-
vent political manipulation.

- Prosecutorial Council:
Strengthening this body to en-
sure fair oversight.

- State Security Service
(SSSG) and Ministry of Internal
Affairs (MIA): Fundamental re-
forms to deconcentrate power
and enhance parliamentary con-
trol.

- Special Investigation
Service: Empowering this insti-
tution to protect citizens from
law enforcement abuses.

- A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n
Agency: Making it independent
from the executive branch with
investigative powers and ac-

countability to Parliament.
Economic and Regulatory Re-

forms
These reforms focus on ensur-

ing economic stability and regu-
latory fairness:

- National Bank: Restor-
ing its independence by balanc-
ing executive and non-executive
board members and preventing
unilateral decisions.

- Regulatory Bodies: En-
suring these bodies operate free
from political influence with
democratically appointed heads.

Electoral System Reforms
To create a fair and transpar-

ent electoral process:
- CEC Chairperson Ap-

pointment: Improving the pro-
cess to ensure impartiality.

- Lowering Electoral

Thresholds: Making it easier for
smaller parties to participate.

- Restoring Electoral
Blocs: Allowing political parties
to form coalitions.

- Diaspora Voting: Facili-
tating participation for Geor-
gians living abroad.

President Zourabichvili
called on all political parties to
sign the charter and work to-
gether to implement these re-
forms by the end of the first
spring session following the
October 26th, 2024 elections.
This includes preparing for snap
parliamentary elections to be
held in a free and fair environ-
ment. The implementation of
these steps will be overseen by
a government nominated by the
President of Georgia.

The NATO PA criticized Geor-
gian authorities for resubmit-
ting and passing the law despite
a presidential veto and public
protests:

“By resubmitting and passing
the law, Georgian authorities
broke their promise to their own
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CONTINUED FROM Page 1 people and to their international
partners. They have responded
to peaceful protests with unac-
ceptable violence, and they have
chosen to ignore the clear and
consistent calls from their clos-
est partners.”

According to the statement,
Georgia stands at a crossroads.
To demonstrate readiness for

NATO membership, Georgia
must recommit to democratic
reforms and withdraw the “For-
eign Agents” law.

NATO PA pledged continued
support for the Georgian people
and their aspirations, emphasiz-
ing ongoing dialogue with Geor-
gian representatives to reinforce
these messages and support

Georgia’s European and Euro-
Atlantic integration.

“If the government and par-
liament want to demonstrate
Georgia’s readiness to join
NATO in the future, they must
return onto the path of demo-
cratic reform and democratic
consolidation. This law, which
the Georgian president has ve-

toed, must now be withdrawn.
The Georgian people have

demonstrated again and again
that they want a democratic
Georgia – in the EU and in
NATO. They have protested
with courage against this legis-
lation. We will continue to sup-
port them and their aspirations,”
the statement reads.
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Prime Minister Koba-
khidze Accuses Presi-
dent Zourabichvili of
‘Betraying’ Country

At the Independence Day com-
memoration event, Prime Min-
ister Irakli Kobakhidze accused
President Salome Zourabichvili
of betraying the country and its
interests during his speech in

front of the National army.
“Georgia and its independence

are still facing the most difficult
challenges. However, today,
Georgian society is much more
experienced than it was in the
first years of independence res-
toration, and the country is gov-
erned by a government that
stands on guard for the sover-
eignty and independence of Geor-
gia, protecting its national inter-
ests.

It is the unity and reasoned
steps of the people and their
elected government that have
given us the opportunity to
maintain peace in the country
for the past two years despite
existential threats and multiple
betrayals, including the betrayal
of the President of Georgia,” said
the Prime Minister

Several Opposition
Parties Approve

Georgian Charter
Initiated by President

Opposition party representa-

tives have voiced their approval
of President Salome
Zourabichvili’s Georgian Char-
ter. The idea proposed by
Zourabichvili has been accepted
by Ahali, Lelo, European Geor-
gia, United National Movement,
Republican Party, Girchi - More
Freedom, and Droa.

“It is a very important char-
ter; it is necessary for the coun-
try, and it represents a signifi-
cant commitment essential for
the country’s European future.
Therefore, Lelo will certainly
join this charter. We believe that
its implementation will undoubt-
edly pave the way for the coun-
try to become a member of the
European Union,” Lelo’s Badri
Japaridze.

“I appreciate the President’s
speech, her spirit, and all the
messages. This is the message

that, in my opinion, our society
and political parties need: to dem-
onstrate that different political
forces can agree on the steps we
need to take to move away from
the edge of the abyss that the
Ivanishvili regime has led the
country to and get back on the
right path. My position is that
all political parties should join
these messages,” said the leader
of European Georgia, Giga
Bokeria.

“Parties Girchi-More Freedom
and Droa welcome the initiative
of the President of Georgia,
Salome Zourabichvili, which
calls for parties to agree on a
unified vision of the reforms nec-
essary for initiating negotiations
with the European Union. We
hereby sign the Georgian Char-
ter,” as stated by Girchi - More
Freedom and Droa.


