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afmo-ghon 8603369amm30600. 585l SELLEBNMIOL Lo3sbol BmMbdn
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SMLgoYmo LasMJonzm Bobogngdng.

59337, 9bsb0dbs305 0l BoJE0E, MM IMBSLEGMOL y33ems MY,
9000 dmMob 39&Mmy GoBomad3znmag, saMmdymydms 3g@ Mg boamabgnms-
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am@ma3om Jomo33madbBg, BMenbyb s gobscmmgdsl sdgmg3cbb
Jofmmszgamm sbosmagebmgdl, Mmdmydsbsg 838ga 3Bl 308353000690
93Mm3sd0 LHozmab gobsgmdgangdmsco.

dmbsbBMmoal Limagdo mMalbGomaoymo aym J3gybol abEm-
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LOY3909LM 3gMol HomBmoagbos.
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oMo &o3ngmboll sdMYbgo0Lbm30l. Lo33bal sMJo3zdn oMLgdYmO
Pafmomgdo esbGnmos n80by, o1 MmamM sjGonmoe nym Ashomo ©s
MmmgmM gnmdgde@3n3hmds 3s8s 33¢M7 Go®omodznma dgLbbgodo
Jofmm3gmo 3oorman3ggonl 3Mmdmydgdal dmg3zsmgdal bogombdo. LHm-
Mgco 58 dnByxBol godm, ngo LEASGOMMNELSL LogoMmmzgenmdn Mmdab 3o-
300 HomImBoaxbgmb 0156 3o8mM3Y3s S M35 BMbsfomgmd s Jofm-
390 3500M033700LomM30L y3zgmaby 8603d369mm3sb0 Loznmnbal, Eo-
dfgodo Hom3s-cnm30L ommb Jomorymo g6l sdmMYbydabom3nb.

5mbsb03bs300 858s 33&MI BoGomadznmoab dogm gaMmogmol Lo-
356700 oMLydmMo gMmabmabnmo emgaLsbionmgdal mmagsbnbgods, Mm-
97moE 9homa3zsmo gogmdaamgods nym 3567930 sMLgOYMN GMmonEnldo-
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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE DISSERTATION PAPER

Importance of the Paper: Overview of the Dissertation Paper Im-
portance of the paper: The religious linkage with Rome coincides with dec-
laration of Christianity as a state religion in Kartli according to the “Moktse-
vai Kartlisai” (“Conversion of Kartli”). Beginning of the history of Catholicism
among Georgians is linked with the early XIII century, when European mis-
sionaries started their activities in Georgia. Georgian Catholics and foreign
missionaries contributed to country history, Georgian culture, science and
Medical field very much. The history preserved the names of the public fig-
ures, like Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, lvane Gvaramadze, Petre Kharishchirash-
vili, Mikheil Tamarashvili, Shalva Vardidze, Andria Tsinamdzghvrishvili, Mi-
kheil Tarkhnishvili, loseb Merabishvili, Ptere Merabishvili, Pio Balidze, Petre
Tatalashvili, etc.

Georgian Catholics made major contributions both inside and outside
of Georgia. Georgian Catholics created the Congregations of the Immaculate
Conception in Istanbul in 1861 to assist European education in Georgia, lit-
eracy among Georgians in Turkey, and the establishment of a Georgian pub-
lishing house in Istanbul, among other things.

During the Soviet era, before the 1990s of the twentieth century, only
a small portion of Georgian society knew about the monastery's existence,
though in Meskheti, descendants of monastery members were fully aware
of it. Due to Soviet censorship, the Georgian monastery was a taboo subject.
Residents of Meskheti used to avoid discussing it. Shota Lomsadze was the
first scientist who put forward the monastery topic during the Soviet period
and reported in his work. He reflected the certain part of the history of the
monastery in the ,Akhaltsikhuri Kronikebi “after 1990s, when Georgia be-
came independent and many scientists was interested in the history of the
monastery and the materials preserved there.

The papers kept in Istanbul Georgian monastery library and archive
have not yet been discovered. Scientists including Shota Lomsadze, Shu-
shana Putkaradze, Nato Kruashvili, Tsiuri Lapachi, Merab Beridze, Maka
Beridze, Roin Kavrelishvili, Kakha Surguladze, and Irakli Baramidze had done
some research. As a result, the problem is important, and scientific research

37



into the epistolar heritage is required, based on which completely new ma-
terial will be provided, enriching and diversifying the Georgian cultural her-
itage and Georgian source studies. The publicistic or personal letters kept in
the library and archive of the Istanbul Georgian monastery, memorial rec-
ords, material describing the actions of the immigrated Georgian democratic
government, and other documents are essential study materials for inter-
ested researchers.

Construction of the monastery building is connected with the name
of Father Petre Kharishchirashvili. In 1861 he constructed the church in
Ferikoy (in Turkish: ,the village of angels “), in one of the most beautiful dis-
tricts of Istanbul. It is noteworthy, that fathers from Istanbul Georgian mon-
astery mainly were from Samtskhe-Javakheti. Father Petre Tatalashvili was
also from Samtskhe.

During its hundred-year history (1861-1961), the monastery served
as a spiritual, cultural, educational, and scientific center. Many national, ed-
ucational or scientific activities were implemented there. The existence of a
theological school, Georgian-French and Georgian-Greek schools (1881), a
printing house (1870), the Society for the Promotion of Literacy among Ot-
toman Georgians (1914), and the library named after Akaki Tsereteli (1907)
is the proof of very interesting cultural, educational and scientific heritage
of the Monastery. At the period, the monastery served as an educational
center for Georgian Catholics, paving the door for young Georgians to pur-
sue their studies first in Istanbul and then in Europe.

The research goals and objectives. To study the spread of Catholi-
cism among Georgians, as well as the history of the Georgian Monastery in
Istanbul, the work of one of its most important figures, Father Petre
Tatalashvili, the monastery's secretary and person in charge of educational
processes, and then the last abbot and to present it to the general public
based on the family records left by descendants and various foundations
and archives.

Because those data were not widely used by scientists, we anticipate
that they will be extremely useful and intriguing from a scientific, cultural,
and educational standpoint.

As those records were not applied by the scientists largely, we hope
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it will be very helpful and interesting for scientific, cultural and educational
prospective. Study of the Catholicism history has a long tradition in our his-
tography (Zakaria Chichinadze, Mikheil Tamarashvili, Ilia Tabaghua, Murman
Papashvili). The history of Georgian monastery of Istanbul has not been
studied much. | think, that Father Petre Tatalashvili really deserves to be
known for his work. After all, he spent his whole life abroad, he faithfully
served his motherland in a foreign country, educational and cultural pro-
gress of the Georgian people. He was a defender and supporter of Georgian
Catholics outside of Georgia, he served as their spiritual teacher. His merits
are great both in the history of the century-old existence and development
of Monastery, as well as for Georgian Catholics.

This is the first modest attempt to present the life and work details
of Father Petre Tatalashvili, the last prior of the Georgian monastery in Is-
tanbul. We found piece of information about Father Petre Tatalashvili dur-
ing study of the work of other priors (Alfons Khitarishvili, Pio Balidze, Shio
Batmanashvili). The work of the last prior of the Georgian monastery of Is-
tanbul is part of the monastery history; thus, the practical value of the dis-
sertation paper is increasing, as this scientific paper will assist those who are
interested in the history of the Georgian Catholics' cultural and educational
activities.

The sources of the dissertation paper. A dissertation paper is based
on the scientific literature and archive materials. The archive material avail-
able in the library and archive of the Georgian monastery of Istanbul, as well
as in the Mikheil Tamarashvili personal fund preserved in the National Cen-
ter of the Manuscripts after Korneli Kekelidze

The interesting materials N23408/432, Ne3409/432, Ne3410/432,
Ne3411/205, Ne3412/205, Ne3413/432, No3414/432, Ne3415/432,
Ne3416/432 available in the manuscripts by Mikheil Tamarashvili personal
fund preserved in the National Center of the Manuscripts after Korneli Ke-
kelidze were studied.

The research was also conducted outside of Georgia, in the Republic
of Turkey, in the archive and library of the Georgian Catholic Monastery in
Istanbul, following the receipt of a scientific grant from the Friends of Aca-
demic Research in Georgia (FARIG) in 2023. The organization helps to young
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scientists in humanities working in Georgia. FARIG supports to maintenance
of the unique cultural heritage in Georgia and better introduction of their
works to the international scientific community. The grant of Simon Zazadze
was acquired with support of this foundation and enable us to work in the
library and achieve of the Istanbul Georgian Catholic Monastery.

We have obtained important material in the library and archive func-
tioning at the Georgian Catholic Monastery in Istanbul, there are about 45
Georgian, 50 French, six German, five ltalian letters kept in the personal
folder of Petre Tatalashvili, though he is not the author of all those letters.
It contained different types of the material, including private and business
letters, correspondence to the parish, spiritual children, adventure stories.
It needs to be noted that the catalogizing of the material in the archive of
the Georgian monastery has not been completed yet and the documents
have not been given respective reference numbers characterized for the of-
ficial archive system. The family of the Zazadzes, living in Istanbul takes care
on the archive, who supported me to travel and obtain the mentioned ma-
terial. Processed material were assigned the temporary references for fur-
ther citation.

Historiography. There is interesting literature about spread of Ca-
tholicism in Georgia, which helped me to prepare dissertation material. No
researcher interested in the history of Catholicism among Georgians can ig-
nore the works by Mikheil Tamarashvili. Naturally, the books by Mikheil
Tamarashvili are of great importance for our dissertation center, "The His-
tory among Catholic Georgians by Introducing and Explaining Real Docu-
ments from the 13th Century rather than the 20th Century" and "In Re-
sponse to Armenian Writers who Refuse Georgian Catholicism “.

The monography by Murman Papashvili "Georgia-Rome Relations in
the VI-XX Centuries" is also important, where the researcher presents the
relations between Georgia and Rome, in particular, the hey issues of the re-
ligious, diplomatic, political, cultural and educational relations with the Vat-
ican.

The works by Eldar Mamistvalishvili "Foreign Policy and Diplomacy
of Georgia", the Volumes I-V, which chronologically covers the XII-XVIII cen-
turies, is noteworthy.
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The works by llia Tabaghua are also very important, as the scientist
made a great contribution to the discovery of new documents in European
archives and libraries by Mikheil Tamarashvili and published into books, un-
der the title ,Georgian in the European archives and libraries “during 1984-
1987.

The works by Shota Lomsadze are also important studies of the his-
tory of Catholicism in Georgia, especially about Meskheti, such as "From the
History of Late Medieval Georgia - Akhaltsikhuri Kronikebi" (1979), "Mes-
khetians and Meskheti" (1996), "Samtskhe-Javakheti (2011)."

Zakaria Chichinadze the researchers who dedicated a number of
works to the presentation of the problems of Georgian Catholics: "Abbot
Petre Kharishchirashvili," "Georgian Catholic Figures and the Reports of
Meskheti-Javakheti," "Georgian Catholic Archimandrite Pavle Shahkuliani."

There are interesting references for research in the collective
monography of 2022 by Kakha Surguladze, Irakli Baramidze, Khatuna Di-
asamidze, Tatiana Kopaleishvili - "Catholicism and Catholicism in Georgia."

The dissertation papers such as ,,Catholicism in Georgia (XIX century)
“by Ekaterina Pavlenishvili and ,Catholic Churches in Georgia, History and
Architecture “by Natia Natsvlishvili were also interesting.

The works by Shushana Putkaradze ,,Georgian Monastery of Istanbul
“, ,The Relations of Georgia and Christian Western Europe,” ,,Georgian Cul-
ture Center in Istanbul, “ ,,Georgian Monastery in Istanbul — The Symbol of
the Friendship of Turkish and Georgian People “are very important for all
the researchers concerned by the history of Istanbul Georgian monastery,
which was dedicated to the center of the Georgian culture outside of Geor-
gia, Georgian Catholic Monastery in Istanbul.

The interesting opinions about the Georgian Monastery in Istanbul
and the biographical data of the monks of the monastery are presented in
,The Documents from the History of Georgian Monastery “, the research by
Renaldo Marmara, in French and Italian languages, published according to
the materials obtained in the holy church state historical archive.

The latest publications by Ronald Topchishvili attracts attention due
the prospective of the study of the Georgian ethno-historical problems. The
study of 2021 “The Defters of the XIX Census about Georgian Ethnohistorical
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Problems”, as well as the study of 2022 “The Process of De-ethnization in
late medieval centuries in Georgia: (Georgian Religious-Confessional
Groups)”, and other works.

The Study Object of the Dissertation Paper: Study of the history of
the Georgian Monastery of Istanbul, the activities of one of its most im-
portant figures, the secretary of the monastery and the person responsible
for educational processes, and then the last abbot, Father Petre Tatalashvili,
and accordingly, introducing him to the general public based on the infor-
mation preserved in the family archives by the descendants and in various
funds and archives.

Applied research methodology: The research is mainly based on his-
torical research methods, such as: description, comparative-historical, em-
pirical, causal-historical analysis using the epistolary and memoir materials
kept in the archive fund of the Georgian Catholic Monastery in Istanbul.

Main research findings and scientific innovation. The main novelty
of the doctoral thesis is presenting the life and work of the last prior of the
Georgian Monastery of Istanbul, Father Petre Tatalashvili, taking into ac-
count the archival materials available at the Georgian Monastery of Istanbul;
Educational activities of the Georgian Monastery in Istanbul in the 30s-40s
of the 20th century; educational programs operating in the schools under
the monastery (we have found in the archival materials); Cultural and reli-
gious activities of the Georgian monastery in Istanbul in the 30s-40s of the
20th century.

In the presented qualification paper, we have newly understood and
clarified certain issues related to the research problem, namely:

e We have specified the years of the leadership of Ship Bat-
manashvili given on the stella of Istanbul Georgian Monas-
tery;

e We have defined the birth date of Father Shalva Vardidze;

e Defined the members of the Georgian Monastery in Istan-
bul during 1917, 1922, 1923, 1947 based on the documents
prepared by Father Petre Tatalashvili;

e Once again, we addressed to the issue related to the prop-
erty of the Georgian Monastery of Istanbul. It turned out
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that the debates between Rafiel Ingilo and Shalva Vardidze,
published in the press, was not the only source for present-
ing the problem. Rinaldo Marmara traced the documents
sent to the Vatican by the brotherhood of the Georgian
monastery in Istanbul in the materials of the historical ar-
chive of Rome. The dissertation describes these documents.

Chronological framework of the work and structure of the work:
Based on the topic of the dissertation paper, we will mainly consider the
19th-20th centuries, however, in order to present the issue more compreh-
ensively, the first chapter is devoted to the overview of the history of Ca-
tholicism in Georgia from the 20s-30s of the 13th century to the 18th cen-
tury. Then we pay attention to the policy of the Tsarist Russia and the situa-
tion of the Catholic missionaries in the 19th century. We separately high-
lighted the situation of the Georgian Catholics of Samtskhe-Javakheti in the
second half of the 19th century, their struggle for the protection of national
and religious rights. In the next chapter, we will discuss establishment of
Ferikoy Monastery, the importance of its cultural and educational activity.
The third chapter is completely dedicated to the work of Father Petre
Tatalashvili, the last prior of the Georgian Monastery in Istanbul, who de-
voted his whole life to the development of Monastery. His life and activities
are the part of the history of Monastery.

Approbation of the dissertation paper: The approbation of the dis-
sertation paper main parts, certain findings of the research took place at the
scientific conferences: In June 2022, at the 5th International Symposium
"Catholic Heritage in Georgia". The report "Family records about Father
Petre Tatalashvili (materials for biography)".

In October 2022, at the international scientific conference dedicated
to the memory of Dr. Simon Zazadze "Georgian Diaspora: The Past and Con-
temporary Life II". The report: "Father Petre Tatalashvili - the last prior of
the Georgian Monastery in Istanbul".

In June and December, 2023 two articles were published in the inter-
national scientific reviewable journal ,The History, Archeology, Ethnology “,
which is referred to the international databases and online libraries, like
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ERIH PLUS, CEEOL (Central and Eastern European Online Library), Sherpa Ro-
meo, Ulrichs WEB etc.)

TATENASHVILI, T. (2023). Father Petre Tatalashuvili's
educational activities in the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul.
History, Archeology, Ethnology, (1X), 132-154. Consultado

de

<http://www.sciencejournals.ge/index.php/HAE/arti-

cle/view/355>.5

TATENASHVILI, T. (2023). Ferikoy Celebrations. History,
Archeology, Ethnology, (X), 204-220. Consultado
de http://www.sciencejournals.ge/index.php/HAE/arti-
cle/view/437>

,Father Petre Tatalashvili — The Last Prior of The Geor-
gian Monastery in Istambul, “ International refereed

journal ,Dergi Karadeniz, June, 2023..
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/kdeniz/is-
sue/77915/1304312

THE SUMMARY OF THE PAPER

In the Paragraph one, ,The History of Catholicism in Georgia during

the XIII-XVIII centuries “of the Chapter one ,,From the History of Catholicism

among Georgians in the X/II-XIX centuries “the historical factors causing

spread of Catholicism in Georgia are discussed. This is the time, when Or-

thodox Christianity was a national belief, state religion of Georgia. Moreo-

ver, in the early medieval age religion and ethnicity were coinciding each

other, Christian and Georgian was understood as the name of one and the

same concept. This could be the factor, that Orthodox Christianity became

the cornerstone for Georgian culture. But as R. Topchishvili notes, historical

misfortune caused spread of different religion directions (Muslimism, Ca-

tholicism, etc.).

The history of Catholicism is learnt scientifically. The larger part of
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the researchers consider that Catholicism in Georgia had started since the |
half of the XllI century. In the scientific literature it is noted that in the 30s
of the 13th centuries, the invasion of the Mongol hordes into Georgia was
followed by the arrival of Catholic missionaries, which is linked with the
Rusudan’s period based on the available sources. According to M. Papashuvili
in 1233 Pope Grigol IX sent a Franciscan missionary Jacob de Russano, so-
called Minorites, with a few missionaries as his representative to Georgia. It
was followed by establishment of the second mission of the Dominicans in
Thilisi in 1240. Together with the Franciscan missionaries, they began to
spread the Catholic faith in order to prepare joining to the Roman Church.

According to M. Tamarashvili, the next stage of Catholicism history in
Georgia is linked to the | half of the XIV century. In 1329 Pope John XXII
(1316-1334) moved Episcopacy chair from Smirne (current Izmir in Turkey)
to Thilisi.

The Vatican's goal in the XIlI-XV centuries was ecclesiastical unifica-
tion; nevertheless, Georgian rulers and statesmen were extremely cautious
about this matter. They were not denying it, but they did not take any defi-
nite steps to achieve it. Tit’s true, the Varicans' expectations were dashed,
but Georgian leaders did not abandon their alliance with Rome.

Georgian political leaders closely linked the specific solutions related
to affiliation of the Georgian Orthodox church with the Roman Catholic
Church to real military support of Roman popes in struggling with the exter-
nal enemies of Georgia. The Rome understood foreign-political course of
Georgia and therefore they were asking to recognize supremacy of Pope
from the royal governance and church as the precondition for military-polit-
ical support. This is why Georgian politicians allow existence of Catholic mis-
sions in Georgia as the possibility to get military support from the west and
maintenance of the certain linkage with Europe on the ground of the reli-
gion, which varied according to the political situation, depending on the po-
litical situation, sometimes it became quite strong, and sometimes it was on
the verge of cancellation.

According to E. Mamistvalishvili, the relations between Georgia and
Rome was different. The different interests were especially clear since the
XV century. In the period before the dissolution of the unified Georgian
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state, the struggle of the Georgian Church and the authorities of Georgia for
the protection of the independence and identity of the Orthodox Georgian
Church first appeared at the Ferrara-Florence ecumenical council, when the
Unia was officially refused by the majority of the eastern churches and Geor-
gian church among them. Accordingly, after the Ferrara-Florence council,
the relationship between Georgia and Rome was significantly reduced. This
is evidenced even by the fact that the chair of the Catholic bishop, brought
to Thilisi in 1328, ceased to exist after the meeting. It was restored only in
1493. The documentary materials of the XVI century are very poor. Based
on Tamarashvili, the new wave of Catholic missionaries did not enter in
Georgia in the XVI century. Strengthening of Ottomans, closure of the traffic
and trading roads, as well as division of the country into kingdoms and prin-
cipalities were the reasons for it. It seems, the threat from the Ottomans
was considered as a serious challenge for Europe in the middle of the XVI
century.

In the XVII century, in 1626 Roman Pope Urban VIII (1623-1644) and
in 1622 the holy congregation "Propaganda de Fide", created for promoting
Catholicism, entrusted the Catholic mission of Georgia to the representa-
tives of the Order of Theatines.

At the beginning of the 60s of the XVII century, following the decree
of June 13, 1661, in 1663, the missionaries of the Capuchin Order began to
work in Georgia. Rome entrusted the task of spreading Catholicism in Geor-
gia to the order of Capuchins, a branch of the Franciscans, the representa-
tives made a strong impression on ordinary people with its own poverty and
strict lifestyle, in Europe, Asia and America.

During the XVI-XVIII centuries, the Vatican still aimed to gain influ-
ence on the Georgian Church, to subordinate the Georgian Church to the
Roman Church, and it was the purpose of the Catholic missions in Georgia.
Therefore, the issue of Unia was still important. The western orientation of
Georgian kings was considered as one of the most reliable ways for saving
Georgia from the Muslim environment and aiming to solve military and po-
litical problems.

In the second paragraph of the chapter one -, Tsarist Politics and
Condition of the Catholic Missionaries in XIX century “. The situation of the
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late XVIII century is discussed, the situation after the Krtsanisi Battle is diffi-
cult in Georgia. Agha-Mohammad-Khan overran and burnt Thilisi, including
Catholic churches followed by difficult condition not only Georgians, but the
Catholic missionaries as well. At the beginning of the XIX century, when
Kartli and Kakheti kingdom ceased to exist legally, Russian Empire abolished
the kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti and about ten years later the autocephaly of
Georgian Orthodox Church was also abolished.

Initially, entrance of the Russian army gives the hope to the popula-
tion, including Catholic Fathers for becoming peace in the country, and they
were able to fulfil its mission peacefully. The developments showed that this
peace was illusory. As M. Tamarashvili mentioned “Since now, no enemy can
do anything against Catholic and Padres can fulfil its missions freely. This
century opened the new age to Georgia and Catholics. We will see the great
difference clearly from the documents above”. Such a position had its
ground, as joining of Georgia to Russian by the Manifest of September 12,
1801 gave the guarantee of safety to all the religions. This is the reason for
happiness of the Catholic fathers, as they could fulfil their activities peace-
fully. Though in 1735 according to the order of Russian government conver-
sion to Catholicism of the Orthodox was forbidden. After annexation of
Georgia by Russian this law was enacted on the territory of Georgia as well.

The expectations that “Since now, no enemy can do anything against
Catholic and Padres can fulfil its missions freely” were not met neither from
the political, nor religious point of view. This century brough the new era to
Georgia and to Catholicism as well. Entrance of the Catholic missions to
Georgia stopped in XIX century. The politics of Tsarist Russia was directed to
removal of missionaries for the east. They were considered as “spies” of Eu-
rope. Tsarist politics served to strengthening of Armenian churches in the
provinces of the Empire and Armenian trading companies.

Chapter two , Georgian Catholics of Samtskhe-Javakheti in the sec-
ond half of the XIX century “Paragraph one ,Struggle of Georgian Catholics
for defending national and religious rights “describes chauvinistic politics of
Russia in the XIX century and early XX century against the confessions avail-
able in Georgia. Due to Tsarist politics Catholicism had to exist in the hardest
conditions in Georgia. Russia put an end to their seven centuries of activity
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in Georgia. Such an approach significantly complicated the situation of Geor-
gian Catholics, which meant that the Russian government actually declared
Georgian Catholics as Armenians and forbade them to be priests with the
Georgian typicon. After the accession of Samtskhe-Javakheti to Georgia,
Georgians requested to switch to the Georgian typicon, and when this failed,
they decided to adopt the Latin one. This was the only way they needed to
protect their national identity. The progressive-minded intelligentsia of
Georgian Catholics started an active struggle to restore the Georgian typ-
icon. A number of scientists directly connect the issue of Georgian Catholi-
cism with the national-liberation movement, because it concerned both the
success of Georgian Catholicism and the protection of their national iden-
tity. In the Paragraph two — , Cultural and educational activities of Georgian
Catholics (Establishment of Ferikoy monastery) “. The cultural and educa-
tional activity of Georgian Catholics is discussed, which is connected with
the name of "Meskhetian educators", whose life and activities were com-
pletely directed to the love of the Lord and the motherland. He had to live
and work far away from his motherland, under the foreign sky, who had to
care and sacrifice for the safety of the motherland and the other nation. The
best example of this is Petre Kharishchirashvili, through his efforts in 1861
he founded the "Congregation of the Immaculate Conception Brotherhood"
in Istanbul, The Georgian Catholic monastery of Istanbul, which contributed
to the European education of Georgians, the spread of literacy among Geor-
gians in Ottoman Turkey, as well as establishment of a Georgian printing
house in Istanbul, etc.

During its hundred years of existence (1861-1961), the monastery
was a spiritual, cultural, educational and scientific center. A number of in-
ternational, educational and scientific events were held here. Availability of
the spiritual educational institutions, Georgian-French and Georgian-Greek
schools (1881), Publish house (1870), Literacy promoting society among
Georgians living in Ottoman Turkey (1914), the library after Akaki Tsereteli
(1907) proved that cultural and educational activities of the monastery was
very interesting. The monastery became the center of education for Geor-
gian Catholics of that tie, which opened the door to young Georgians for
getting education first in Istanbul and then in Europe.
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Chapter thee — ,Georgian Monastery of Istanbul and its last prior,
Father Petre Tatalashvili”, the activities of the Father Petre Tatalashvili, the
last prior of Georgian Catholic Monastery is presented.

Paragraph One —, The Childhood in the Homeland” is started by de-
scription of the biography of Petre Tatalashvili based on the family records.
Life in the home village of Petre Tatalashvili, educated environment there
and his family played a great role in his personal development, becoming of
a public figure and Catholic believer.

In the next, Paragraph two - ,In Georgian Monastery of Istanbul”
discusses continuation of education by Petre Tatalashvili in Georgian Catho-
lic Monastery in Istanbul. He was taken to get education in the age of eight
to Istanbul and he had to return to his homeland just for few times by his
business visits.

Father Petre got his first education in French and Latin under leader-
ship of the Fathers of the Georgian Catholic Monastery of Our Lady’s Immac-
ulate Conception, Alfons Khitarishvili and Benedikte Vardidze. Since Septem-
ber 3, 1900 he continued his study in St. Luis seminary, which he finished
with excellence in 1906. At the end of August 1908, he went to Rome to
study at the Greek Typicon department of the Benedictine Fathers' College
of Saint Anselmo, which he graduated with honors in 1911, majoring in phi-
losophy and theology. He is referred as co-student of Father Shio (Batma-
nashvili) in the Rome archive historical material, similar to the majority of
the Ferikoy school students, he decided strongly to get a degree in philoso-
phy and theology and to go to Austria for this reason. Based on the available
documents (correspondence with Mikheil Tamarashvili), the archive mate-
rial demonstrates, that he was seeking an approval from the Georgian mon-
astery prior, Father Benedikte and Mikheil Tamarashvili personally declared
to Father Petre Tatalashvili about it.

In 1896 Petre Tatalashvili went to Istanbul and became a student of
Mikheil Tamarashvili. According to Sh. Lomsadze, in 1896-1897 Mikheil
Tamarashvili taught theology and philosophy to the students of Ferikoy
Georgian school, who was able to modernize the curricula, as Tamarashvili
said “There was no high level of study at our schools and | have introduced
it”. This is how the relations between Tamarashvili and Petre Tatalashuvili
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started, as the relationship between a teacher and a student and it contin-
ued till the end of their lives.

Young Peter was ordained a deacon in 1909, and then a priest in 1912
After graduating from St. Anselmo College (1908-1911), he returned to Is-
tanbul and since 1911 he had been the secretary of the Monastery, the re-
sponsible for educational processes

,Petre Tatalashvili was the priest of the monastery in Istanbul and
the student of Father Shio. A good organist and a good singer, a person with
the best qualities for a teacher, dedicated to good deeds, reliable and hon-
orable, a teacher with good organizational skills, who always made a good
impression - this is how father Petre Tatalashvili was characterized by
Rinaldo Marmara according to the materials obtained from the historical ar-
chive of the State Secretariat of Rome.

Paragraph three — ,The Letters from Rome”, presents the period of
study at Rome by Father Petre Tatalashvili. Various material of different
topic and period were found about Petre Tatalashvili in the Georgian Mon-
astery of Istanbul. The letters from Rome are interesting from the prospec-
tive of study of European education issues (around 20 letters), which he sent
to Georgian Catholic Monastery in Istanbul during his study to Anselmo's
College. Father Alfons Khitarishvili and the head of the Monastery, Ben-
edikte Vardidze are the recipients of the letters. The correspondence is in-
teresting because it provides interesting information about the biography of
Petre and the members of Georgian congregation, their European educa-
tion. The letter is starting with the greetings to the priors of the monastery:
"May God restore the monastery and lead it forward with his glory and for
the good of our unfortunate homeland." The letters sent from Rome are
characterized by modesty and respect, this pathos follows each addressee,
according to the letters, the author considers the monastery as his big fam-
ily, he has mastered the rules and difficulties of monastic life. He is grateful
for the head of the monastery who sent him for study together with other
Georgian brothers to St. Anselmo College to Rome, supported financially
and covered the living costs. Petre Tatalashvili wrote in one of the letters: ,/
cannot live out of monastery; the dessert does not smile at me”.
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Paragraph four — ,Mikheil Tamarashvili, the teacher of Petre Tatala-
shvili” describes relationship between Petre Tatalashvili and Mikheil Tama-
rashvili. In order to understand importance of Petre Tatalashvili’s personal-
ity, as a publicfigure, it requires to demonstrate his relationship with Mikheil
Tamarashvili. It is well described in the letters dedicated to him. The major-
ity of the letters have the private character. Despite age difference (Tama-
rashvili was much older than he), and there is special respect noticeable in
their relationship. He always took care of him and supported young Petre
during his study in Europe. It is obvious that Mikheil Tamarashvili, due to his
education and high moral principles, was a great authority for the young
generation of the monastery, he was loved and appreciated. On the other
hand, he, without any obligations, supported the young people from the
monastery and took care of them in remote Europe. It is clear from the let-
ters how Mikheil Tamarashvili patronized the young Petre, who was sent
from the Georgian monastery of Istanbul to get an education in Italy. He
often visited Tamarashvili, who lives in Rome, on weekends or during holi-
days, or asked him to "give night shelter", and also often told stories about
the school.

On October, 1910 P. Tatalashvili informed Mikheil Tamarashvili
that Vardapet Nersesyan was going to publish the article against Mikheil
Tamarashvili in the Armenian newspaper: ,Mr. P. Emanuel Vien (from Vi-
enna - T.T.) Writes that we were Mkhitarists”. “They spoke angrily about
your book, and as if Vardapet Nersesian had to write against you in the Ar-
menian newspapers: This is a fame for you, sir, and not abuse, you have

|II

stepped Armenians on a tail”. M.Tamarashvili’s associates, members of the
Georgian Congregation, his students supported him and tried to help him as
much as possible, Petre Tatalashvili's letter proves it, how he informed Fa-
ther Mikheil about the expected resistance from the Armenian side, alt-
hough M. Tamarashvili Knew well that hi activities in Europe was attentively
observed by Armenians and printing of the book would be a big blow for
them.

Paragraph eight , The educational activities in the schools operating

at the Istanbul Georgian Monastery”. Includes the educational activities of
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Father Petre Tatalashvili. Father Petre took leadership of the monastery ed-
ucational processes with a great responsibility and full of enthusiasm at his
young age. The priors of the monastery had high hopes for Peter while he
was still studying in Rome. He wrote to the abbot in one of his letters: ,As
you have written you are going to appoint me as a teacher either in the mon-
astery or Papaskveri: Please, wait for several weeks and what are you plan-
ning about me in September, | will be able to cope with it better, as | will
have more and better learned that time”.

In the archive of the monastery the interesting documents about the
curricula applied at the schools of the monastery were found. The school
curricula were focused on the needs, which were important for the Monas-
tery. The students were trained not only in the religious studies, but also in
science, public translations, working in the library and archive, indicating
that the development of the future staff was very important for the Monas-
tery. It was these young people who would stay in the monastery and con-
tinue their religious, scientific or pedagogical activities.

It worths to consider, that the document is developed in 1931, this is
the time, when the monastery members had no similar relationship with
Georgia as before because of the political situation in the country. The num-
ber of Georgian young people from Georgia had been reduced in the mon-
astery as well. The monastery used to continue its educational activities,
took care on the education of the children of the certain part of the mixed
population of Istanbul. The fact enhances its educational function. Moreo-
ver, it can be freely said, that the schools of the monastery were focused on
future and peaceful life by their idea.

The Paragraph Six, Petre Tatalashvili and “The history of his docu-
ment” discusses inventory and document keeping process in the monastery
by Father Petre. Many documents have the inscription (Remark), in the ar-
chive. | have re-written this letter, including mistakes, to be kept in the mon-
astery. Father Petre Tatalashvili, General Secretary M. U. Ch.

It seems, that Father Petre tried to make inventory and improve the
archive during free time, though during working in the Monastery archive
(due to time shortage), he found only few restored documents.

Noteworthy “The History of My Documents” By Petre Tatalashuvili,
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where he writes: ,,When | came to the monastery... | looked through the
past and, in my mind, | thought about collecting and improvement of those
significant information and stories, which had happened since my coming to
the monastery, i.e. Since 1896, during my presence in the monastery or sem-
inary. Indeed, | fulfilled this decision and wrote: "The date of others stories,"

Paragraph Seven , The childhood revived in the short stories”, was
dedicated to the short stories written by Father Petre Tatalashvili. The mem-
oirs of Petre Tatalashvili about his childhood are published by the name
Petre Tatalati, the stories "Adventure", "On the Day of the Immaculate Con-
ception", "Easter", "Laughter is followed by crying", "Inadvertently Bathing”
given in the part of the memoirs of the ,,"Letters from the Georgian Monas-
tery of Istanbul". which reminded to Father Petre Tatalashvili his childhood
being far from his homeland and his adventures, which he collected as little
stories. It proves its surprisingly sensitive character, being homesick and love
to his past childhood.

Paragraph eight — , Support to Georgian Typicon”- the importance of
Georgian typicon for the members of Istanbul Georgian congregation was
studied. The issue of Georgian typicon was very important for Georgian
Monastery in Istanbul, both in the monastery and in Georgia as well. Father
Petre Kharishchirashvili left Georgian Typicon to his monastery as a “corner-
stone”. In 30s of the XX century, during this apostolic visit, Angelo Roncalli,
the responsible person for the Pope commission of St. Temple, highlighted
this condition and mentioned: I noticed the impressive common spirit in the
fathers, by which they are for Georgian rite, in case the congregation will
have time of flourish again. Despite, they know the fight their brothers have
to overcome to protect the Georgian rites in Georgia, the difficulties for im-
plementing their intentions, everybody still confirm that their ideal they are
striving for, is to restore Georgian national rite”.

The priests of Monastery always supported Georgian Catholics in ob-
taining Georgian Typikon in Georgia. Similar to all other priors of the mon-
astery, Petre also struggled against “Armenization” and return of Georgian
language and Georgian Typikon to Meskheti for his entire life. Georgian
Catholics of Istanbul who had already obtained Georgian Typikon after a
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great struggle for 20s of the XX century, tried to help Catholics living in Geor-
gia in getting right of conducting rites in Georgian language. Active partici-
pation and support of Petre Tatalashvili for struggle of Georgian Catholics in
Meskheti and removal of Armenian clergymen from leadership of Georgian
Catholics is clear from the letters preserved in the archive of the Monastery.

In 1919 Father Petre accompanied the delegate of Pope, Antony
Del Fuchs during his visit in Akhaltsikhe. The information is confirmed by the
Rome historical archive material. Father Petre had sent a letter to his home-
land before his visit. The letter was found in the archive material of the mon-
astery, where Father Petre addressed to his Meskhetian colleagues. , Father
Emanuel came and informed us about your developments and problems. |
am very surprised to hear about needs of the Catholics from your place about
Typikon. We are working with Rome hard for Georgian Typikon and there is
quite different approach. Rome promised several times, local bishop and am-
bassador as well. It is time to come together and make common job other-
wise we are losing our future. | have not heard many positive from the visi-
tors: He looks like armed and angry on Armenians. We will repay properly” [

Paragraph Nine — ,,Human resource related problems of the Mon-
astery”, fully describes the most important problem, human resource, which
faced by the monastery in 1920s, as it caused decrease in number of the
monks in the monastery. The problem related to the human resource af-
fected the existence of the monastery. Existence of the Ferikoy monastery
was much depended on the young people taken from Georgia. According to
M. Papashvili, one of the trials was in 1913, when the priests of the monas-
tery arrived personally and took young people from Samtskhe-Javakheti for
study to Ferikoy monastery. In February, 1922 Father Petre Tatalashvili send
a letter/circular “To the priests in Georgia who follows our rites” to Georgia
from Istanbul. The recipients of the letter were Father Emanuel Vardidze in
Thilisi, Kostantine Saparashvili in Gori, Leo Apriamashvili, in the village Skra
and loane Yeghsanov in Mozdok. Father Petre Tatalashvili addressed the
priests who were in Georgia that time, for searching young people and send
to Istanbul and the monastery will support them financially.

Paragraph Ten -, Friendship of Petre Tatalashvili and Shalva Vardi-
dze”, is dedicated to the relationship of Petre Tatalashvili and father Shalva
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Vardidze. They arrived to Istanbul Georgian monastery to get education at
the same time, in 1896. Shalva Vardidze was 5 years older than Petre (he
was born in 1883). Father Petre and Father Shalva took care on the educa-
tion of young people in the monastery. On one hand, they were the children
of the same village, they took care on each other and be friends in their
business and personal relationship. There many photos where father Petre
and Father Shalva are together with their students in the archive of the mon-
astery. It was father Shalva who helped him to send letters, church items
(beads), to the parents of Father Petre, his father Stefane Tatalashvili.
Though father Shalva had the life full of adventure, but later on he was com-
pletely dedicated to the science and politics. Many important things were
implemented in the monastery for the benefit of his homeland by his lead-
ership. 1911 Shalva Vardidze established Georgian club in Istanbul and Ot-
toman government had adopted its statute without amendment. In Geor-
gian club the program for the Society of the Literacy Spreading among Geor-
gia. Shalva Vardidze led the society himself.

In 1940s Shalva Vardidze was exiled from Turkey, then he continued
his activities in Lebanon, in the Saint-Jozef University. That time, during this
hard period he had the friend and soul-mate, Father Petre Tatalashvili, with
whose support (there is the documentary material, the correspondence of
Petre Tatalashvili with the Cardinals in Rom, to the ambassadors of France,
Italy to support Father Shalva). He escaped from Turkish prison and contin-
ued his activities in Lebanon, where he died on December 20, 1958, in the
shelter for the elderly priests at the Christ Cross Monastery. He was buried
in the Olive Cemetery of Latins, in Beirut city

Paragraph Eleven — , The Celebrations of Ferikoy”, dedicated to the
great celebration organized by the monastery. There was a special tradition
of celebrating several dates in the Georgian Monastery of Istanbul. It was
“St. Nino’s Day” in January and “The Memorial Day of St. Mary”. Those cel-
ebrations had multiple purposes. On one hand, it had a religious nature, but
on another hands, it was the reason for coming together of Georgians.

The fathers of the monastery paid special attention to organizing dif-
ferent events. The invitations sent by Father Petre Tatalashvili makes clear
their importance, as the recipients of the invitation are the colonel of the
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660th Infantry Regiment of France, the Commander in Chief, Admiral of
France Marine Forces, Wander, the Admiral Gaetano of the papal warships,
who were invited to the Ferikoy monastery of Our Lady Lourdes and asked
to have the flags of France and Italy during the ceremonies.

These are the official invitation letters for the high-ranking officials
of France written at highly academic way and according to the diplomatic
etiquette, in Italian and French.

I think, such traditions and attitude played an important role not only
from the religious, but also from the political perspective, moreover, the at-
titude of the country was changing towards cultural and religious values.
Actually, those events had an international nature and supported not only
to promotion of the Georgian culture and Christian religious, but also it
served as a peace and national message to the rest of the world.

Paragraph twelve ,, The members of the Istanbul Georgian Monastery
congregation of the XX century”, presents the members of Georgian congre-
gation. There were several documents in the archive introducing the mem-
bers of the Georgian congregation in the certain period. The information is
not new but we consider to present in the form of the documents, which was
periodically listed by Father Petre Tatalashvili and included in the mentioned
documents.

Paragraph thirteen — , Father Petre, a confessor and a teacher” pre-
sents Father Petre as a confessor and a teacher. It is important to demon-
strate the relationship with his student and spiritual son, Mikheil Tarkhnish-
vili. Cooperation of a teacher and a student was continued in the monastery
and after student’s leaving abroad. In Georgia, in the Mikheil Tamarashvili
Personal Fund at the Art Palace we came across the business letter of Petre
Tatalashvili. The letter written to Mikheil Tarkhnishvili in 1956, about send-
ing of the required material for six singers and transfer of money, was found
on the visit card. A little letter at one glance, enables us to understand the
relationship between a teacher and a student. Mikheil Tarkhnishvili at-
tended the course of philosophy with direct supervision of Father Petre
Tatalashvili, but it should be noted, that in addition to their relationship as
the responsible person for the education and a teacher, they had deeper
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and long-term cooperation, as it continued even after Mikheil Tarkhnishvili
had left for Europe to study. The letter of Mikheil Tarkhnishvili was found in
the archive material of the monastery, where he addresses with warmest
regards from Rome to his teacher, wishes Merry Christmas and happy New
Year and asks for mentioning him in the prayers. All above mentioned shows
their non-stop and warm relationship.

Mikheil Tarkhnishvili is not the only example of Father Petre’s and his
students’ warm relationship. The letters of Vasil Sadatierashvili to Father
Petre Tatalashvili are also noteworthy. He was the nephew of one of the
priors of the monastery, Shio Batmanashvili, who went to Istanbul very
young to get an education. Father Petre Tatalashvili and Father Shalva Var-
didze were his teachers. He recalls Father Petre as the strict teacher, though
later, their relationship became warmer and sensitive. Several letters prove
it. They did not forget their respectful teacher even they had left Istanbul. In
June, 1922 he used to congratulate Father Petre with the Day of his protec-
tors, St. Petre and Pavle and asked to send the notes of the Glory, missed
Georgian songs, he was waiting the music notes from his teacher. The po-
ems and greeting cards made by Vaso Sadatierashvili, Siko Khojovanashvili
and loseb Tatoshvili were found in the monastery archive dedicated to their
teacher, Father Petre in 1914. The poems have the preface , The group of St.
Nina school congratulate with the day of St. Peter and Paul to the respectful
Father Petre Tatalashvili and his brother Pavle”. The poem is started with
mentioning of the founder of Istanbul Monastery founder, Petre Khari-
shchirashvili, the lines give the brief story of construction of the monastery,
it is rhymed that Father Petre Tatalashvili, who serves in the mentioned
monastery, is the prominent teacher for them.

Paragraph fourteen —, The Last Prior of Georgian Monastery in Istan-
bul” describes the last years of Petre Tatalashvili’s life, as the lasts prior of
the Monastery, the economic condition of the monastery, which became es-
pecially hard in the 50s of XX century and became serious.
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Conclusion

Catholicism has the century of 8 centuries. Georgian-European Rela-
tionship was revealed in the activities of the European Missionaries of XllI-
XVIII century. Various missions entered to Georgia that time, such as Fran-
ciscan, Dominican, later Theatine and Capuchin missions.

The goal of the Vatican was to increase its influence sphere, there-
fore, joining of Georgian church to the Roman Catholic Church had a great
importance for them. The Pope John XXIl moved the Catholic episcopal chair
in Smyrna (Turkey) to Thilisi in 1323.

Georgian kings tried to use the governance of Pope for struggling
against external enemies in order to ensure support of the European Cath-
olic countries. They understood well, that the Catholic missionaries were
supported by Pope, one of the powerful centers of the Western Europe, with
the greatest political influence. The politics of supporting Catholicism actu-
ally aimed strengthening of diplomatic relationship. Church and kings do not
spread of Catholicism.

The goal of the Vatican was to expand the sphere of influence, so
they gave a great importance to the joining of the Georgian Church to the
Roman Catholic Church. Pope John XXII moved the Catholic episcopal chair
from Smyrna (Turkey) to Thilisi in 1323.

The kings of Georgia tried to use the power of the Popes in the fight
against their external enemies to ensure the support of the Catholic coun-
tries of Europe. They were well aware that the Vatican, one of the most in-
fluential political centers in Western Europe, was behind the Catholic mis-
sionaries. The policy of supporting Catholicism was actually aimed at diplo-
matic relations with Catholic countries. The church and the kings did not
prevent spread of Catholicism, although they were not in a hurry to follow
many calls of the Popes for convert to Catholicism. The goal of the Georgian
kings was military, political and financial help from Europe, that's why they
allowed European missionaries to work freely in Georgia. The protection of
the identity of the Orthodox Georgian Church by the authorities and church
prior of Georgia appeared at the Ferrara-Florence Council, when Georgians
refused to sign the decision of the meeting, left Ferrara and returned to their
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homeland.

In the 19th century and the end of the 20th century, Catholicism in
Georgia had to exist in very difficult conditions. The Russian Tsar policy
aimed at expelling missionaries from the East. Russia put an end to the
seven-century-old work of European missionaries. In the 19th century, the
entry of Catholic missions into Georgia was stopped, because Tsarist Russia
considered them "spies" of Europe.

After expelling European missionaries from Georgia, the condition of
Catholics became even worse, especially, in Samtskhe-Javakheti. Russian
Tsarism declared Muslim Georgians as Turks and Catholic Georgians as Ar-
menians in newly returned Akhaltsikhe province. The service in Georgian
Catholic churches were nor permitted in their native language and it was
forcedly substituted by Armenian. All mentioned caused strong dispute be-
tween Georgian and Armenian clergymen in Samtskhe-Javakheti region and
fair protest of Georgians, as change of typicon language aimed firstly, Ar-
menization of Georgians. In different documents Georgians are referred as
Armenian Catholics. Unfortunately, the term denoting belief was turned
into the name of the nationality and origin. Armenian clergymen had started
proving that there was no Georgian Catholics. Progressive society of
Samtskhe-Javakheti opposed to it and started fighting for recovery of Geor-
gian typicon inside and outside of the country. Meskhetian educators
started movement for obtaining Georgian typicon and it became the part of
national-liberation movement. They started national awareness raising of
the population. Meskhetian public figures were doing their best to highlight
problems of Georgian Catholics through Georgian press. Two groups were
involved in Georgian-Armenian polemics, one on place, in Samtskhe-Javak-
heti and another in Constantinople (Istanbul). lvane Gvaramadze led this
struggle in Georgia, while Father Petre Kharishchirashvili and the Georgian
congregation established by him did in Constantinople and Mikheil Tama-
rashvili led in Europe.

The contribution of the priors of Istanbul Ferikoy monastery is great
to maintenance of Georgian national self-consciousness and Georgian lan-
guage, in making Georgian common affairs, supporting to Georgian culture
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and education development. It was the most important mission of the mon-
astery, fulfilled by the fathers perfectly for their nation and country. Father
Petre Tatalashvili’s work served to this great goal, who inherited it from
their “founder”, Father Petre Kharishchirashvili and fulfilled it with honor.

The activities of the monastery priors destroyed the stereotype of
that period about identify of Orthodox belief and being Georgian. During
that period, the part of Georgians was forcedly converted into Muslim, an-
other part became Catholics. Georgian Catholics were called "French”, while
Muslim Georgians used to be referred as “Tatars”. It was added by declaring
the Georgian Catholics as “Armenians”, it means that the term denoting re-
ligion was determining an origin. During that time, Father Petre Khari-
shchirashvili and his congregation give the example to the nation of love to
his motherland, unselfish service, high national consciousness regardless be-
lief.

The practical value of the paper is defined by the fact that study of
the documentary material in the archive of Georgian Monastery gave us
possibility to disclose the name of the person who did a great job for Georgia
outside of the country, on the foreign land. Doing little things, he served to
common Georgian, common national affairs and took care on his part of
Georgia not only from Istanbul, but from Europe as well. The works of Mi-
kheil Tamarashvili and other Fathers are also good example for it. The role
of the Monastery priors is great in strengthening national consciousness and
national spirit of Georgians. They supported to development of Georgian
culture and its promotion to foreign land. The precious Georgian cultural
heritage has been preserved due to fathers of the Istanbul Georgian monas-
tery, which still maintains its importance and continues educational and sci-
entific activities with support of the Zazadze Family living in Istanbul. The
scientist who are interested in the documents preserved in the monastery
archive have possibility to implement interesting and important researches
based on the unique material.

The study includes the activity of Father Petre Tatalashvili as a secre-
tary of the monastery, the responsible person for the educational processes
and later on, as a prior of the monastery.
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Georgian Monastery in Istanbul and clergymen serving in the monas-
tery played a great role in formation of Petre as public figure. He continued
study in the school operating at the Georgian Catholic Monastery in Istanbul
with support of Benedikte Vardidze. Mikheil Tamarashvili contributed a lot
to personal development of Petre Tatalashvili and continuation of study in
Europe. After return from Europe, he was trusted to be a secretary of the
monastery and the responsible person for the education processes when he
was very young and we think that he fulfilled his job very well. His educa-
tional activities in Istanbul Georgian Monastery are very important. The pre-
served material in the monastery fund proves it.

It is also noteworthy, that all the generations of the monastery, in-
cluding Petre Tatalashvili continued activities inherited from Petre Khari-
shchirashvili, they take care about Georgians living throughout entire Tur-
key, the Georgians who were seeking asylum in Turkey, they grew them up
and give education to the young people giving way to continue study in Eu-
rope.

The schools of the monastery were focused on getting to know the
history and cultural characteristics of the country, which has an impact on
the development of patriotic and moral feelings in the youth. It can be said
that the monastery was the best center of tolerance, mutual respect, edu-
cation and upbringing of Georgians. The schools of the monastery were ori-
ented on introducing and learning of the country’s history and cultural val-
ues, playing an important role in development of the patriotic and moral
feelings of the youngsters of that time. It can be said, that Georgian monas-
tery was the best centers for tolerance, respect and development.

Father Petre Tatalashvili was actively involved in the activities of pro-
moting literacy among Georgians in Istanbul.

The priests serving in the monastery were always supporting to the
struggle for returning Georgian typicon in Georgia, similar to all the priors,
Petre was struggling for Georgian language and typicon in Meskheti for his
entire work. The letters preserved in the monastery is the proof for the ac-
tive participation and support of Father Petre Tatalashvili in solution of the
problems of Georgian Catholics in Meskheti. Due to this reason, he followed
to the representative of the Pope from Istanbul to Georgia and participated
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in solution of the most important problem for the Georgian Catholics, in re-
turning of Georgian language during the service in the churches.

It worths to note that organizing of the grandiose celebrations by Fa-
ther Petre Tatalashvili in the Ferikoy monastery was kind of continuation of
existing traditions in the monastery. Such attitude, played a crucial role only
from the religious point of view, but also from political perspective for that
period. Ferikoy monastery was a linker not only Georgians disseminated in
Turkey but also for many migrated Georgians from Georgia. Moreover, atti-
tude of the country was changing towards Georgian cultural and religious
values. Actually, these celebrations were turned into the international ones
and supported not only to promotion of Georgian culture and Christian reli-
gion., but it was peace and national message to the rest of the world.
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