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Abstract

The present PhD research philosophically analyses the variety of motives that cause
religious conceptions and their development. It begins with the study of the relationship
between religion and philosophy, and then explores different classical and contemporary
philosophical literature. A part of those philosophical works identifies religion with prejudices
and emotions, while another part offers rational support of religious beliefs, and still another
concentrates on its spiritual and non-rational nature. Unlike critique, rationalization, and
derationalization of religion, the research shows that there is no single motive or set of motives,
that are responsible for the development of religious ideas, beliefs, and doctrines. We attempt to
demonstrate that religions are different and related idealistic systems of beliefs and assumptions,
and they disclose both, universal resemblance and individualistic characteristics. From the point
of view of universal nature, religion is described as a form of adaptation to the environment, as
a spiritual speculation, and as an individual search. From the particular point of view, we can
say that different religions are ongoing traditions and they naturally reflect various geographical
and historical contingencies. Based on free interpretations, particular religions accumulate and
integrate different ideas and practices. At the same time, we show the dynamic nature of
religion and those historical-cultural processes which define a concrete character of a concrete
religion. The research is based on the study of six religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism,
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. We are especially focused on the epistemological issues and
the methodological procedures of those spiritual traditions. From the point of view of
philosophical evaluation, religion is seen as a subjective type of knowledge, which can not be
founded on evidence and infallible knowledge. We as finite beings can not be absolutely sure
about the accuracy our knowledge systems, but by using the rational methods and self-critique,

we can differentiate what is false, what is less probable, and what might be true.
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