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Foreign Minister Darchiashvili Discusses Ambassadorial
Meetings in Berlin on European Integration

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

eorgian Foreign Minister

Ilia Darchiashvili stated in
Germany that the goal is for ev-
ery ambassador working in EU
member states and various or-
ganizations in Europe to be fully
informed about the issues, chal-
lenges, and opportunities facing
Georgia.

Darchiashvili explained that
during his meeting with Geor-
gian ambassadors in Europe and
the United States, discussions
focused on the opportunities and
challenges the country faces in
the context of European integra-
tion.

Georgian Foreign Minister
Ilia Darchiashvili stated that
Germany is a key supporter of
Georgia’s European integration
and that they have mobilized
strong support from various EU
member states, including Ger-
many. He mentioned that last
year, they held a conference of
ambassadors in Berlin to discuss
future steps for European inte-
gration, and this tradition con-
tinued this year with similar
consultations in Berlin, attended
by the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia. The discussions focused on
the opportunities and challenges
Georgia faces in its path toward
European integration.

Darchiashvili emphasized the
importance of keeping ambassa-
dors fully informed about the
country’s issues, challenges, and
opportunities to turn challenges

into opportunities and continue
the integration process. He high-
lighted that the discussions were
open and healthy, allowing am-
bassadors to ask questions and
receive answers from the Prime
Minister.

“Germany is one of the main
supporters of our European in-
tegration. We were able to mo-
bilize very strong support from
various EU member states, Ger-
many was, is and will be one of

them. Last year, we held a con-
ference of ambassadors in Ber-
lin, where we talked about the
steps to be taken in the future
for the successful implementa-
tion of European integration.
This tradition continued this
year, and a symbolic gesture
from our side is similar consul-
tations with the Georgian am-
bassadors in Berlin. We are glad
that this year’s event was held
with the participation of the

Prime Minister of Georgia.

We traditionally talk about
the opportunities and challenges
that our country has in the di-
rection of European integration.
Our foreign policy priorities are
clear. We want each ambassa-
dor who works in the EU mem-
ber states and in various orga-
nizations in Europe to be fully
informed about the issues that
are in the country, what chal-
lenges the country has and the

opportunities that we need to use,
in order to turn challenges into
opportunities and continue our
European integration. We are
very optimistic in this direction.
Ambassadors are given the op-
portunity to ask the Prime Min-
ister questions, receive answers,
and this is a very healthy, open
discussion, which is a continua-
tion of our tradition,” said the
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Economy Minister
Emphasizes ‘Responsible’
Selection of Private Partner
for Anaklia Project

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

In response to media inquiries
about the Anaklia port
project, the Minister of Economy
of Georgia, Levan Davitashvili
said that there is a constant dia-
logue with strategic partners.
Davitashvili stated he is directly
involved in this process to ensure
that the partners have complete
information about the project.

“As you know, there were talks
about one company. We also have
another company in the consor-
tium - China Harbor Investment,
as well as several subcontractors,
and we also consider the involve-
ment of several important, high-
reputation, including the Chinese
international shipping line - in
general, it will be a complex eco-
system, where a consortium
made up of many partners will
cooperate with the state so that
we get the highest possible qual-
ity development of this port and
Georgia’s strategic and commer-
cial interests will be taken into
account as much as possible,”
Davitashvili said.

According to the Economy
Minister, the process of selecting
a private partner is being carried

out with maximum responsibil-
ity. He mentioned that it will
likely take several more weeks of
dialogue to clarify the issues he
has discussed publicly. This is to
ensure that the proposals re-
ceived from the consortium fully
meet the tender requirements.

“Probably, it will take several
more weeks of dialogue to clarify
the issues I talked about, includ-
ing publicly, so that the proposals
received from the consortium are
fully in line with our tender re-
quirements. If this happens, of
course, we will announce the win-
ner and continue to cooperate with
them and work on an agreement,”
said the Minister of Economy.

Davitashvili also provided de-
tails about the start of marine
worksin Anaklia. He explained that
the Belgian international engineer-
ing company, serving as a consult-
ant to the state on the construction
aspects, is currently clarifying the
details, a process expected to take
about one or two weeks.

“Within the framework of the
Anaklia port project, work is
being carried out intensively,
and naturally, we want quality
results to be achieved in both
directions,” said Davitashvili.
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Prime Minister of
Georgia Irakli
Kobakhidze Condemns
‘Double Standards’ in
Criticism of Economic
Relations with China

Prime Minister of Georgia
Irakli Kobakhidze stated that it
1s a double standard to criticize
Georgia for deepening economic

relations with China, given that
“China is one of the main trade
partners for both the European
Union and the United States”.
He emphasized that such double
standards are unacceptable.
Kobakhidze expressed respect
for the US ambassador and
hoped she would positively con-
tribute to Georgian-American

relations. He pointed out that
fair and just evaluations are es-
sential for healthy relationships
and noted that Georgia often
faces unfair assessments. He
claimed that Georgia’s actions

serve its national interests and
that the country will continue on
its current path despite these
criticisms, as double standards
and injustice are counterproduc-
tive to improving relations with
partner countries.

“I think that there is an abso-
lutely unfair attitude on the part
of specific partner countries. In
fact, everyone knows that China
is one of the most important
trade partners for the European
Union and the United States of
America. When we hear
Georgia’s criticism for deepening
economic relations with China,
it is a double standard, and for
us such a double standard is
absolutely unacceptable. An im-
portant and necessary condition
for healthy relationships is jus-
tice, fair evaluations. Unfortu-
nately, we often hear unfair as-
sessments regarding the steps
taken by our state. These steps
serve the national interests of our
country, and therefore, natu-
rally, we will continue to act in
the relevant direction in the fu-
ture. Double standards and in-
justice are counterproductive for
the improvement of relations
between us and our partner
countries,” said Kobakhidze.

Parliament Begins
Review of ‘LGBT
Propaganda’ Law with
Unanimous Committee
Support

On June 20, the parliament
commenced the committee re-
view of the “LGBT Propa-
ganda” law at the Legal Issues
Committee, along with a joint
session involving four other
committees: Human Rights
Protection and Civil Integra-
tion, Education, Science and
Youth Affairs, Sectoral
Economy and Economic
Policy, and Health Protection

and Social Issues.

During the joint session, all
four committees unanimously
agreed to endorse the submis-
sion of the legislative package
for its first reading in the ple-
nary session. The Legal Issues

Committee also supported this
decision.

The opposition did not par-
ticipate in the discussion at the
joint session. Only Girchi
deputy Vakhtang
Megrelishvili attended, posed
a question to speaker Rati
Tonatamishvili, and left the
hall after receiving the an-
swer.

Didier Trebucq assumes duties as the United

n Thursday, Didier

Trebucq, the new United
Nations Resident Coordinator in
Georgia, formally presented his
credentials to the President of
Georgia, H.E. Salome
Zourabichvili.

Mr. Trebucq expressed his
appreciation to President
Salome Zourabichvili for
Georgia’s enduring partnership
with the United Nations and
reiterated the UN’s unwavering
commitment to supporting the
people of Georgia on the
country’s sustainable develop-
ment pathway.

“I am deeply honored to lead
the UN team in Georgia,” he
said. “I look forward to collabo-
rating with our national and in-
ternational partners to achieve
the Sustainable Development
Goals and build a just, sustain-
able and peaceful future for all,
especially those most in need.”

Weather

Friday, June 21

Day - Partly Cloudy
High: 29°C

Night a Clear
Low: 19°C

Saturday, June 22
Day - Partly Cloudy
High: 29°C
Night & ) Partly Cloudy
Low: 17°C

Earlier today, Didier Trebucq
presented copies of his creden-
tials to Mr. Lasha Darsalia, First
Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Georgia.

The United Nations Secre-

tary-General Anténio Guterres
appointed Didier Trebucq of
France as the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Georgia
on 17 June with the host
Government’s approval.

Mr. Trebucq brings more than
24 years of experience in sus-
tainable development, climate
change, social cohesion, peace
and development, crisis preven-
tion and humanitarian action

Nations Resident Coordinator in Georgia

with the United Nations and
International Organizations. He
previously served as the UN
Resident Coordinator for Barba-
dos and the Eastern Caribbean
states, covering ten countries
and territories and leading a sub-
regional team of more than 20
UN Agencies, Funds and
Programmes. His extensive ex-
perience with the UN also in-
cludes serving as the UNDP
Country Director in Brazil, the
UNDP Deputy Resident Repre-
sentative respectively in Peru
and Guyana, and the Team
Leader for Crisis Prevention and
Recovery with UNDP India.
Before joining the United Na-
tions, he worked as Head of Del-
egation of the French Red Cross
in Colombia and Ecuador, with
Doctors Without Borders in
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, and
the private sector in France.
He holds a Master’s degree in
Sustainable Development with a
specialization in environmental
economics from Imperial College
London (UK), and a Maitrise in
Business Administration and
Management from the Institut
Francais de Gestion (France).
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