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Pendont de nombreux siécles, au temps ol guer-
royer était un métier, le peuple géorgien eut souvent
& I'exercer, car de tous cotés il avait pour voisins des
ennemis qui, & maintes reprises, parvinrent & envahir
le poys, par ruses, par force, et le mirent & feu et &
sang. Mais le peuple géorgien a résisté & ses nombreux.
ennemis, aux invasions répétées, & tous ces incendies,
ces masacres et ces persécutions sans fin.

Que d'énormes empires ont croulé, et que de gran-
des nations conquérantes ont disparu | Cependant, un
petit peuple, le peuple géorgien, est encore vivant !

Les focteurs essentiels qui onf permis & ce peuple
de survivre & tont de vicissitudes et de catastrophes,
c'est lo sagesse de sa politique, sa civilisation, sa pa-
tience, sa morale et sa foi

Jomais le peuple géorgien n'a craint d'affronter
I"enne ; la lutte fut souvent inégale, et il nen sortit
pas toujours vainqueur ; mais il savait aussi attendre
ovec patience le moment favorable pour prendre s
vengeance.

Gogner la revanche n‘était pas facile, et i un ferme.
spoir de vaincre, ni 'amour ardent de la fiberté, ne
suffisaient pour cela. Ii falloit qussi une volonté &
toute épreuve, et ceux qui dirigeaient la destinée du
poys étaient imbus de cette patience, de cet espoir
ferme, et au moment propice marchaient droit sur
I'ennemi, entrainant & leur suite la nation entiére pour
sortir victorieux d'une lutte acharnée. Pour défendre
es intéréts de leur peuple, ils sovaient tour & tour
mettre & I'épreuve leur patience ou leurs armes. Clest
gréce & cette héroique résistance que le peuple géor.
gien a su sauvegarder sa culture et son vrai visage.

Vers la fin du 18" siécle, épuisée par cette lutte
nterminable et sans relche, si souvent inégale, la
Géorgie se tourna vers la Russie, sa cordligionnaire,
dans U'espoir d‘obtenir un appui pour se défendre
contre ses envahisseurs musulmans. Ce fut presque sa
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perte. || fallut des dizaines d'années pour se débar-
rasser de 'intruse, lutter les armes & la main pour une
résurrection nationale.

Pendant les 30 premiéres années du XIX: siécle,
I'élément actif du pays périt dans ca combat. Puis, ce
fut I'époque de la patience, de la lutte pacifique et
d'une sourde résistance dirigées par de grands pa-
triotes géorgiens. La tache était difficile et lourde il
fallait lutter contre un courant antinational et mar-
xiste.

La grande guerre et la révolution russe firent pen-
cher la balance en faveur du peuple géorgien ; le 26
mai 1918 fut rétabli son droit immortel, I'indépen-
dance de la Géorgie fut solennellement proclamée

La Georgie ressuscitait avec sa culture plusieurs
fois séculaire dont les racines vivantes s'enfoncaient
profondément dans un glorieux passé.

Mais la République démocratique de Géorgie n'a eu
que trois ans d'existence. La Russie soviétique, quoi-
quiayant reconnu « de juré » I'indépendance de la
Géorgie, viola le traité et envahit le pays sans décla-
ration de guerre, répétant ainsi le geste de la Russie
tzariste.

Mais le peuple de Géorgie ne se résigna pus a sup-
porter le joug moscovite, il reprit la lutte et la continue.

FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE KINGDOM OF GEORGIA

The Georgian people, which has had twenty -
five centuries of political existence, has undergone
many vicissitudes during the long course of its
history; however despite the handicap due 1o
its geographical position the people has main-
tained its individuality.

It is an established fact that in the 5-th centu-
ry B. C. the georgian people was already divided
into two Kingdoms — the Kingdom of Iberia in
the eastern Caucasus and the kingdom of Colchis
in the western Caucasus.

Owing to the strategic importance of these two
Kingdoms situated between the Caspian and
Euxine seas, thus guarding the main route of

migration between Asia and Europe, the t
great Empires of that period Rome and P
fought for their political dominal b
Rome occupied the two Kingdoms, but shortly
afterwards was forced to grant to the Persians a
zone of influence in eastern Iberia.

Although Georgia continued to be

governed
its own sovereigns, these were obliged to ackno.
wledge the suzerainity of one or the ofh
two greal empires.

In the 4-th century King Mirian (265 — 345 A,
D) accepted Christianity and cstablished an au.
tonomous Georgian church, which greatly

of the

contri-

=T
aujourd'hui. L'ennemi dhier et d‘oujourd’hui, impla-
cable et déchainée, inhumain et destructeur — la
Russie — I'étouffe et I'anéantit de toute sa brutalité.

Et pourtant chaque année, le 26 mai, la Nation en-
tiére remémore en silence ce jour glorieux, avec I'es-
poir ardent de voir bientét rayonner le jour d’une nou-
velle et proche indépendance.

C'est dans le deuil que nous f&tons cette date ; mais
nous la fétons quand méme car elle est le symbole de
notre résurrection nationale.

Nous sommes pleins d'espoir — notre cceur, notre
ame de Géorgien sont encore vivants, maris par I'ex-
périence, préts ou combat qui ménera & la victoire..
Pour cette victoire, nous avons besoin de I'esprit et des
sentiments qui animaient nos aieux, nos glorieux rois
qui, pendant huit siécles d'existence, ont su rendre

glorieuse la dynastie des Bagrathionsi, qui nous
permirent de vivre jusqu‘aujourd‘hui .

Lo foi, lo morale, le sens et '‘amour de la lutte,
— sont des armes qui vaincront I'ennemie, la Rus-
sie (quel que soit son régime) — ce sont des armes
stres qui nous conduiront & la victoire, vers la restou-
ration du royaume de Géorgie.

Dr Ch. Maglakélidzé.

buted to the cultural developement of the Geor-
jans.

After the collapse of the Roman Empire, the
Persians established a protectorate over Geor-
gia in 527.

In the western part of Georgia the Empire of
Byzantium attempted to maintain its control in
Colchis, as heir to the former possessions of the
Roman Empire, but with little success against
the growing power of the Persians.

This struggle was finally terminated in 532 by
a treaty wich ceded Iberia to Persia and Colehis
to Byzantium,

However the Georgian people refused to accept
the terms of this treaty and continued its struggle
for national independance. ‘

Presently a new enemy appeared. In 643 the
Arabs invaded Georgia, and their dominion was
even more humiliating than that of the Persians
or Greeks.

This period was terminated by the victory of
the Georgians and the establishment upon the
throne of the family of the Bagrations, which pro-
ceeded to organize and unite all the Georgians.

The first Bagration king was Gouram, who X
ruled from 574 to 600; but the definite accession
of the Bagrations as o national dynasty may be
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said to date from the reign of Aschoth 780 -—
826,

Towards the close of the X-th century Geor-
gia was al last united under a single king and
entered the period of its greatest power and
glory.

During the reigne of David II (1073 — 1125)
the frontiers of the kingdom of Georgia exten-
ded from the Black Sea fo the Caspian and from
the main chain of the Caucasus south to the
district of Kars, and the Bagrations allained a
position of great political importance throughout
the near east.

The culminating point of this brilliant epoch
was undoubtedly the reign of the greal queen
Thamar (1187 —— 1212) whose name has become
a tradition through all georgian history.

During the reign of this greal queen, the king-
dom equalled in exient the ferritory of the pre-
sent republic of France.

Her reign also marked the apogec of ge
literature, art and architecture,

The classic poem of Chotha Rousthaveli «The
man in the leopard’s skin> has been translated
into english by Sir Oliver Wardrop and publi-
shed by the Royal Asiatic Society of London.

However this brilliant epoch of cultural deve-
lopement was suddenly terminated in 1220 by the
invasion of the Mongol hordes under the greal
Khan, but blossomed forth again in the reign of
George V (1313 — 1346) who reunited all the ori-
ginal territories under his sceptre.

Again during the reign of Bagrat V (1369 —
1395) the kingdom suffered from seven different
invasions of the armies of Tamerlane.

Nevertheless under the energetic rule of king

Alexander T (1414 — 1442) the country again be-
came powerful.
After the capture of Constantinople by the
TurKs and the destruction of the Empire of Tre-
bizond, founded by queen Thamar, Georgia found
itself surrounded by the musulman Empire and
completely cut off from all communication with
the other Christian Powers of Europe.

Under these circumstances the kings of Geor-
gia were unable to carry on any longer their

fight for national liberty with any degree of
success
Henceforth the kings were merely able to main-

tain their independant rule in the province of
Karthli, though they continually attempted to
unite under their scepire, as the opportunity of-
fered, various portions of their former great he-
ritage

This task became increasingly difficult during
tie XV and XVI centuries as Persia and Turkey
struggled more fiercely for possession of Geor-
gia and obliged the georgian sovereigns to sub-

it themselves from time to time as vassals to
whichever of the two Empires was strongest.
Submerged by the power of Islam, the Bagration
sovercigns frequently attempted to enlist the aid
of other Christian Powers, but these attempts
merely resulted in the exchange of letters and
5 from European i
At last in the beginning of the XVIII century
M.scovy, now an Empire, expanded southwards
in the dircction of the Caucasus and the Geor-
gian Kings looked hopefully to this mew Chris-
tian Empire as a possible ally against the Turks.
After many conferences a treaty of alliance
was signed by the Plenipotentiaries of Catherine
11 and Irakly IL. 5
By fhis treaty Russia guaranteed to Georgia
and military assi

complete i
against all enemies.

This trealy exasperated the neighbours of Geor-
gia, particularly Persia, and was in no way ob-
served by Russia, so thal when Persia declared
war on Georgia, the old king received no help
from the Russians.

Warse siill, after the brief reign of George XIIL
who died in 1801, Russia annexed Georgia in di-
rect violation of the treaty.

The royal dynasly of the Bagrations, which had
endured for 1500 years every vicissitude and had
maintained intact the georgian language and na-
tional church even under the crushing domina-
tion of Islam, was then ruthlessly suppressed by
the Russians.

All the members of the royal house were taken
into exile in Russia excepl few who wer@ able to
escape abroad.

The same fate was meted out 1o the georgian
Kingdom of Imerethi as well as to the Principa-
lities of weslern Georgia, all these were incore
porated into the Empire of the Crars.

Thus Georgia was  deprived of her national dy-
nasty which had ever preserved its national spi-
rit and its culture.

Among the members of the royal house of Ba.
gration. who carried on the struggle against the
Russians, we owe our homage to the memory of
.\‘n‘hmmu I, King of Imerethi and Alexander,
Prince of Rarthl-Kakhethi, who continued un.
til their deatl s to battle for the ve-establish-
ment of national independance,

Through the 117 ye

) ars of Russian domination
the Georgian people has never lost its love for
the national dynasty, consceous that it owes its
political independance and ancient culture to the
Bagrations.

Under the rule of the Bagrations Georgia was
able to maintain her political sovereignity , cone

concentrate her national resistance and contribute
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largely through her own culture to the progress At the 4-th congress of our oraamsahons held
of civilisation. on the 18-th October 1936 the necessity for the

Since the annexation by Russia the Kingdom co-ordination of all efforts for the reshnnhon‘
of Georgia has been struck from all maps and  of the Kingdom of Georgia was acknowledged —

divided into several provinces under Russian Go- <For many centuries Georgia was a Kingdom.

vernors who have savagely put down all revolts. <Our representatives are unanimously of the
Upon the collapse of (he Russian Empire in  opinion that the natural evolution of the Geor-

the world war, Georgia availed itself of the oppor-  gian nation can only be attained under the strong

tunity to declare its independance 26-th may 1918, leadership of a sovereign.. S 3 5

Georgia followed the trend so general after the  Kingdom that Georgia has had such a glorious
war and proclaimed a republic, which was duly  hyslory from the earliest years of the Christian
recognized by all the great Powers and also by

era.

Soviet Russia, may, 1920. «While fully realizing the tremendous diffi-
However, in spite of this recognition Soviet  culties of the task before us, we hereby solemnly

Russia invaded Georgia in February 1921 and  proclaim that our party will carry on the struggle

overthrew the marxist governmeut which was to-  for the restoration of our country and our King-

tally incapable of defending the country. dom with unabated courages. 3
The Georgian people immediately rose in re-

volt and in spite of the reign of terror set up in Colonel CHALVA MAGLAKELIDZE, Dr. Jur.

the country by the Soviet the struggle for inde- Leader of the Georgian National Party

pendance still continues.
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Le gérant: M. Durand.
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