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Summary
Mariam Marjanishvili

SOUTH AMERICAN PERIOD OF
GEORGIAN EMIGRANT WRITING

In XX century, Georgian political emigration played a signifi-
cant role in the history of the cultural and social development of our
country with their lives and activity. Their works in different fields
of literature, science, politics, law and culture are fused with such
cardinal issues of Georgian history as occupying Georgia by Bolshe-
vik Russia, the revival of independence and freedom.

The establishment of “proletariat dictatorship” was followed
by the loss of national, personal and social freedom. The new regime
was unacceptable for free, independent and democratic government
of Georgia, progressive intelligenzia and the largest part of the soci-
ety who headed to different countries of the world to achieve one
and the same goal. It was: the revival of Georgia’s independence and
freedom, which was to be solved on the international level. To achie-
ve this, it was necessary to introduce flexible policy and to take past
experiences into consideration, to create necessary international con-
ditions and maximum preparation because Russia would never con-
cede Georgia and the struggle with Bolsheviks would not give good
results as well.

Weakened by political struggle, Georgian emigration, whose
goals didn’t coincide with the wishes of small countries concerning
great “states”, considered that one of the reliable events and strong
means of the revival of Georgia’s national and state independence
was the attack of the Soviet Union by Germans in the World War II.
Thus, a great part of the Georgian emigration joined the anti-Soviet
groups and organizations on the condition that the highest circles of
Nazi Germany would be involved in the issue of Georgia and in case
of their victory, they would save the Georgian nation, which will la-
ter decide the issue of its own state, from Soviet Russia.

Together with Georgian political emigration, German formati-
ons were joined by the Georgians who were hostages of different or-
ganizations and concentration camps. After the World War Il in July
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and August of 1945, at the Potsdam conference, Stalin strictly de-
manded that former military hostages and the emigrants who fled the
Soviet Union before 1939 had to return to their country. According
to the agreement, a lot of soldiers, including Georgians, who fought
on the German side or in different formations and organizations aga-
inst the Soviet Union, were persecuted in the Soviet zones of occu-
pation, where they were arrested and sentenced to death by shooting.
Among the prisoners were those who became emigrants after the
Bolshevik victory in Russia. Among them there was the part of Ge-
orgian political emigration which, in a certain way, cooperated with
the Nazi and supported German policy. That’s why they were inten-
sively persecuted and arrested throughout Europe.

The only mechanism of protecting Georgian emigration from
the approaching danger was to move to American continent, namely,
South America, because the USA was the only country which de-
manded that military hostages and anti-socialistic political emigrati-
on were given a choice and their return to the “red” country had to
be optional.

Besides, after the victory in the World War II, Soviet Union
tried to establish socialist regime in Europe. Dangerous political fac-
tors and the economical situation of destroyed Europe endangered
the supporters of Fascist Germany. South American countries were
the only ones which received political emigrants and former Soviet
hostages feely and without any condition. Thus, the appearance of
Georgian Diaspora in Argentina and Chile was mainly conditioned
by this fact.

Georgian intellectual elite which established in South America
realized that quite often, a word was more powerful than politics and
weapons, that’s why they showed Georgian reality against annex by
imperialistic and, later, Bolshevik Russia. Akaki Papava, Tamar Pa-
pava, Victor Nozadze and Leonide Cheishvili gave Georgian litera-
ture conjecture-free spiritual heritage oriented on real values.

According to the above mentioned, the subject of our research
is the activity of the part of Georgian political emigration in Argenti-
na and Chile, who led their literary, scientific, publicist and publis-
hing activity in the mentioned countries.
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It is true that there are some interesting works dedicated to the-
se authors individually but the study of their creative work in detail
and its thorough analysis in the general context of Georgian emigrant
literature is, in fact, carried out in this thesis for the first time.

Due to the specifics of the thesis, we used the principles acqui-
red during the research of journalistic, social and cultural events. The
creative, publishing, critical, social and cultural activity of Georgian
emigrants is discussed in a systematic unity. At the same time, it be-
came necessary to characterize separate books and periodical issues.

During scientific analysis of the creative heritage of the Geor-
gian emigrant writers working in South America, we took into acco-
unt the literary, social and political events which took place in Geor-
gia at the same period.

In order to get a clearer impression of the creative and scienti-
fic work of the mentioned author, we thoroughly studied the journals
and magazines which came out abroad, where they expressed their
ideas and opinions. These journals and magazines are: “Ornati” (Pa-
ris, 1934-1935), “Kavkasioni” (Paris, 1929-1932 #I-VIII; 1964-
1975, #1X-XVIII), “White Giorgi” (Paris, 1935-1939), “Kartlosi”
(Paris, 1937-39), “Mamuli” (Buenos-Aires, 1951-1953), ,,Sakhalkho
Sakme” (Buenos-Aires), “Georgian Nation” (Berlin, 1944), “Geor-
gia” (Berlin, 1944), “Georgian mind” (New York, 1945) and others .

We should also mention that before going to emigration, all of
the mentioned writers except L. Cheishvili were in the centre of the
state’s social, political, literary and scientific events. That’s why, in
order to study their creative work even better, it was necessary to
study their works which were published in Georgian journals and
magazines. These journals are: “Theatre and Life”, “Georgian Wri-
ting”, “Lomisi”, “Mnatobi”, “Art”, “People’s newspaper”, “Imereti”,
“Colkhida”, “Temi”, “Grdemli”, “Sapphire”, “Prometheus”, “Social-
democrat”, “Republic of Georgia”, “The Rainbow”, literary journal
of Georgian women writers “Almanac” and others.

After moving abroad, more and more national feelings filled
the above-mentioned activity, which was followed by nostalgia.
From then on, the world around them was perceived from emigrants’
point of view.
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In order to understand literary contribution of Georgian emig-
rant writers in the history of our writing, we have found and studied
the new materials about the activity of Argentinean period by Akaki
and Tamar Papava, Victor Nozadze and Leonide Cheishvili. We
used the documents preserved at Tbilisi G. Leonidze Literary Muse-
um, Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts and Kutaisi State His-
torical Museum, including epistyles, which revealed quite new as-
pects of their activity in South America.

We also thoroughly studied the letters which Georgian
emigrants dedicated to the activity of Tamar and Akaki Papava and
Victor Nozadze. The material preserved in the private archivesby
their relatives and close people, living in Georgia, were very helpful

The presented thesis is the first monographic research
which fully presents and analyses the most important issues connec-
ted with the life and work of Akaki and Tamar Papava, Victor No-
zadze and Leo Cheishvili in South America.

Besides the books by the above-mentioned authors and diffe-
rent works published in emigrational press, we have also widely
used unknown materials about their political and social activity,
which was gathered from archives, periodical press, personal archi-
ves, oral stories verified by documents.

We think the given thesis will partly fill the gap existing in the
history of literature concerning the study of creative work of these
authors.

Chapter one. Political and economical factors
conditioning Georgian emigration in South America.
The history of establishment of
Georgian Diaspora in Argentina

The given chapter presents the main factors of the establis-
hment of Georgian Diaspora in South America.

In the XX century, the first reason why Georgian political
emigrants left their homeland was the occupation of Georgia by Bol-
shevik Russia and the introduction of a new regime by the establis-
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hment of Soviet dictatorship, which conditioned the restriction of the
individual, national and social freedom of Georgian people.

In our country, the new regime was followed by political and
economic crisis, the genocide of the Georgian nation: shooting, re-
settlement, restriction of freedom, starvation, chaos, fleeing from ho-
meland another. These were the factors that made the democratic go-
vernment of Georgia and intellectual elite leave the country without
capitulation, which enabled them to fight for restoration of Georgia’s
independence with the help of international justice.

The reason of further persecution of the diaspora scattered in
Europe, was the World War II and its results. Namely, this time, Ge-
orgian emigration had to seek shelter in South America because in
the 50s of the previous century, in many countries of Europe, politi-
cal emigrants, hostages and those who moved to the German side
were intensively caught and transferred to the Soviet Russia.

Besides, after the victory in the World War II, Soviet Union
tried to establish socialist regime in destroyed Europe under the pres-
sure of local communist parties, and take control over these regions,
which endangered European peoples as well as political emigrants,
hostages and refugees, including the Georgians, whose repatriation
was strongly demanded by Soviet Union and its leader Stalin.

According to the agreement between the leaders of the United
State of America, Great Britain and the Soviet Union, the English si-
de took the responsibility that after the World War 11, it would pass
those who were in its occupational zone, namely, the former military
servicemen of the Soviet Army to the Soviet Union.

This responsibility clearly endangered the emigrants who fo-
und shelter in post-war Europe, including the Georgians. In May-
July, 1945 alone, the British army persecuted nearly two million cap-
tive military servicemen from Austria to the occupied military zone,
where they were arrested and most of them were shot.

They were also intensively looked for and arrested in Italy,
where people hiding from Soviet communists were sheltered and
supported by churches and their monks. And in France and Ger-
many, anti-Soviet political emigrants, who cooperated with Nazi, or
supported German politics, were arrested and given to the Soviet si-
de.
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Besides, South America was the only country, which, feely
and without any conditions, received political emigrants and former
Soviet hostages. The majority of Georgian refugees chose Argentina,
which supported Georgian independence in 1919. Moreover, like ot-
her South American countries, Argentina rejected “red regime”,
which meant that there was not any danger for the refugees.

Chapter two. Georgian language publications in
Argentina and Chile
a) Journal “Mamuli” and urgent notebook “People’s affair”

In South America, namely in Argentina, one part of the Geor-
gian political emigration which left after the World War II, establis-
hed a Georgian Diaspora in 1950, in order to cooperate and expand
their cultural activity.

In March, 1951, the above-mentioned Diaspora published the
first issue of the journal “Mamuli” in Buenos-Aires, the first journal
in the Georgian language on the American continent. The editor was
the scientist, Rustavelologist Victor Nozadze. In 1951-53, they pub-
lished six issues of the “Mamuli” altogether.

“Mamuli” was funded by contributions from private people
and the money raised during the events held by Georgian community
in Argentina.

They also published a social-federal urgent notebook “People’s
deed” (1952), which was edited by a member of this party and its ac-
tive ideologist, Akaki Papava. Like “Mamuli”, “People’s Deed” was
also funded by individual contributions. It was mainly dedicated to
political issues, though it also contained publications of other genres
and topics.

“Mamuli” was an anti-communist journal, which presented a
new word in the history of Georgian emigration journalism. Despite
differences in political ideas by different authors published on its pa-
ges, they still served one aim. It was the restoration of full indepen-
dence of Georgia.
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b) Georgian books published in Buenos-Aires and
Santiago de Chile

Together with the journal “Mamuli”, we also find Georgian
books published in South America in the second half of the previous
century.

It is known that before going to emigration in South America,
Tamar Papava started her writing on the pages of the journal “Kav-
kasioni” under a nickname “Isakhar” and since then, her name didn’t
leave the pages of Georgian emigration press. Tamar Papava’s deep
and interesting books — “Great faces in small frames”, part one, were
published in Paris in 1937.

In 1951, in Buenos-Aires, Tamar Papava published another bo-
ok “Queen Darejan”, which was the first Georgian book on the Ame-
rical continent. In 1953, the author published “Great faces in small
frames” part two in Argentina.

In 1956, in Buenos-Ares Tamar and Akaki Papava publisehd
their most important book: “Mariam — the last queen of Georgia”.

While living and working in Argentina, Akaki Papava publis-
hed two collections of poems: “Babuta’s poems” (1955) and “At
strange gates” (1956).

The literary and creative work of Georgian political emigrants
in South America was strengthened and raised to a higher scientific
level by Victor Nozadze, who published his first book dedicated to
Rustaveli research in Buenos Aires - “ Judgment and colours in the
Knight in the Panther’s Skin” (1954).

From the end of 1953, the literary, scientific and cultural acti-
vity shifted from Argentina to Santiago de Chile. This was led by
Victor Nozadze. The publishing expenses were taken by a famous
writer Avtandil Merabashvili. He helped Victor Nizadze to publish
his three fundamental works in Santiago de Chile: “Stars of the
Knight in the Panther’s Skin” (1957), “The Sun of the Knight in the
Panther’s Skin” (1957), “Society of the Knight in the Panther’s
Skin” (1958).

Besides the works dedicated to Rustaveli, A. Merabashvili also
financed Akaki Papava’s collection published in Santiago de Chile —
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“To 1500-year-old Thilisi” and Giorgi Gamkrelidze’s poetic collecti-
on “Late Vintage”.

Georgian Diaspora in Argentina and Chile led very active poli-
tical and cultural activity. One part of Georgian emigrants, who had
to leave their home country and find shelter in South America, ma-
naged to lead cultural, educational and academic work at a high le-
vel.

It is true that their main goal — to revive the independence of
Georgia and to return all political emigrants to their home countries
— was not reached, but, as Mikhako Tsereteli said: “without a nation,
there is no history, no culture, no real person, that’s why serving yo-
ur own country means serving yourself and, at the same time, it is
creative work, the creation of future. The nation itself as s person has
the right of life, development and freedom”.

Despite the difficulties of emigration, Tamar and Akaki Papa-
va, Victor Nozadze and Leonide Cheishvili managed to serve Geor-
gian writing to the end and leave interesting heritage to the Georgian
nation.

Chapter three. Georgian writers creating in South America

Georgian emigration is the historical past of the people who
fled Russian imperialists. From this sad past, we see exhausted faces
dreaming of returning to their homeland, and among them are the
writers living and creating in South America — Tamar and Akaki Pa-
pava, Victor Nozadze and Leonide Cheishvili. Today, it is impossib-
le to discuss the spiritual culture of Georgian emigration of the XX
century without them.

We think that the past is the lesson for future when it is studied
with objective correctness, when nothing is hidden from this part.
Thus, we think that the creative work of the above-mentioned famo-
us Georgian political emigrants will take its appropriate place in our
literature.
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Akaki Papava

Political emigration of the 1920s revealed all the talents of the
Georgian man in all walks of life, his intelligence, nobility and bra-
very — in either politics, or writing, or science. Among them was a
writer, politician, scientist and publicist Akaki Papava.

From the so far unknown archive materials it has become
known that Akaki Papava left Georgia in 1921 in order to receive his
brother’s inheritance, who died in Germany, and not because he was
under political pressure.

From Argentinean period of his life and work, one of the most
important is poetry based on national motives. In three collections
published in South America: “Babuta’s poems”, “At the strange ga-
te”, “To 1500-year-old Tbilisi” and in “Motsameta” published in
New-York, the author also expresses his spiritual orphanage, home-
lessness, grief caused by not seeing his homeland and the pain from
being far from it.

Akaki Papava’s lyrics, like the creative works of other Georgi-
an emigrants, describes the greatest grief caused by tragic story of
losing state independence, Tbilisi downfall, the invasion of the 11"
army, Kojori battles...

Despite severe reality, A. Papava’s poetry still had some hope
that the fate of his country would be revived and his parting from it
was temporary.

Akaki Papava’s attitude to the tragedy caused by the loss of
Georgia’s state independence, epoch events, the freedom of human-
kind values and personality, is expressed in his historical works, es-
says and epistolary heritage.

It is important to mention his political activity during South
American period. In Argentina, he was the chairman of national go-
vernment of Georgia. In Buenos-Aires, Akaki Papava was linked to
the independence committee of “satellites” and was its active mem-
ber. Though radios “Portenia” and “Excelsior” he systematically
broadcast programmes about oppressed nations, including Georgia,
the causes of losing its past history, culture and freedom.

For Akaki Papava, the freedom of his home country was the
basis of his existence and the guard of national mind. This can be
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proved by the social-federals’ notebook “People’s deed” (1952),
which was the anti-communist periodical publication.

Tamar Papava

The name of Tamar Papava, a famous essayist among political
emigrants, is closely connected with Georgian literature and the his-
tory of thinking. Before emigrating, together with other eminent Ge-
orgian women, she served Georgian cultural development and, inspi-
red by Ilia Chavchavadze’s ideas, worked to help develop native
writing and Georgian theatre.

She first wrote under the nickname “Crested Lark”. She ma-
inly cooperated in Georgian women writers’ literary journal “Alma-
nac”, journal “Theatre and Life” and newspaper “Unity”. On the pa-
ges of Georgian periodical press, she published translations of plays
and stories, miniatures, sketches and letters on women’s emancipati-
on.

While in emigration, Tamar Papava appeared on the pages of
journal “Kavkasioni” under the nickname “Tamar Isakhari” and with
her essays — “Great faces in small frames”, she introduced herself to
the readers.

Tamar Papava’s essayistic is an example of expressing reality
as it is, which required great citizenship courage from the author.
Her essays first published in Europe and, later, in South America, are
included in the book “Great faces in small frames”, in which the aut-
hor describes the moral decline of her occupied country, the life of
the country ruined by a “good willing enemy”. In each essay, the
author presents the reasons of unequal political relationship between
Russia and Georgia, deliberate fight for invading Georgia by imperi-
alistic Russia.

The violence of imperialistic Russia concealed under the mask
of peace-maker and patron, was opposed by not only the sons of
King Erekle, but by women as well, as “they especially bitterly ex-
perienced the Russian pressure on their subtle and sensitive bosom,
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felt the fall of Georgia, destruction of state body and crown”, said
Tamar Papava.

The research of the essays proves that King Erekle’s women:
Ketevan, Mariam and Tekla’s hatred towards Russian invaders never
lessened and they didn’t forget Russia’s betrayal during Erekle’s nu-
merous attacks.

The given sub-chapter also discusses Tamar Papava’s publicist
letters, memoir and epistolary heritage. They were published at the
author’s old age. Her memoir book “My rosary” is especially impor-
tant due to the fact that the reader can find a lot of unknown and in-
teresting materials about the life and activity of Georgian political
emigrants: Ekvtime Takaishvili, Grigol Robakidze, Mikhako Tsere-
teli, Kita Chkhenkeli and other outstanding people. “My beads” is
considered to be one of the best works of Georgian Memoir genre.

In Tamar Papava’s creative work her epistolary heritage is also
very important, in which she pays special attention to the constitutio-
nal similarity between Georgian and Spanish-speaking American
women, which means coincidence in their build, temper and genetic
code. She explains this according to Hegel’s conception, the com-
mon racial identity between American Iberians and Spanish Basks
(Caucasian race).

Victor Nozadze

Victor Nozadze worked in two directions in emigration: practi-
cal activity to revive his country’s independence and active scientific
work.

After moving to South America, he was mainly occupied by
scientific and literary work. It was here that he created and published
his works dedicated to Rustaveli, in which numerous research mate-
rials, the depth of scientific search and scale attracts attention, which
is clearly expressed by the high level of professionalism.

In the conditions without any financial support, he overcame
incredible obstacles in creating a collection of research on Rustaveli.
His first book in this sphere “Colours in the Knight in the Panther’s
Skin” (1954) was published in Argentina with the financial help of a
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Thilisi citizen Ivane Matiniani, the rest three books: “Stars in the
Knight in the Panther’s Skin” (1957), “The society in the Knight in
the Panther’s Skin” (1958) were published in Santiago de Chile fun-
ded by an industrialist Avtandil Merabishvili.

During his life and work in Santiago de Chile, for eight years,
with the help and involvement of V. Nozadze, Professor Gustavo de
la Tore translated “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” into Spanish.

For six decades, V. Nozadze worked and created the grand
cycle reflecting the variety of paradigms of Rustaveli’s poetry.

Even if Victor Nozadze didn’t write anything except Rustaveli
research works, it would be quite enough to express the spiritual
strength of the patriot and great scientist deprived of his homeland
but still attached to his Georgian roots.

During his life in South America, he was also known as an ex-
cellent publicist. His political, historical and literary letters were
systematically published in journal “Mamuli”. His publications writ-
ten about Georgian theatre and fruitful translational works also draw
our attention. He translated the memories and literary materials writ-
ten by Georgian political emigrants in a foreign language and he ga-
ve them a great importance in order to preserve and keep the emig-
rants’ ideas and thoughts for future generations.

Leo Cheishvili

In order to relieve the great pain caused by nostalgia, a great
part of Georgian political emigration put their great potential into the
development and revival of Georgian science, writing, art, culture
and education. Among them there was a poet, scientist and artist
Leo Cheishvili, whose creative activity returned to his home country
very late. That’s why, Leo Cheishvili’s life and work is a new theme
in Georgian study of literature.

It is true that L. Cheishvili’s poems can’t be compared with the
best works of Georgian poetry, their literary drawbacks are overwe-
ighed by the depth of their ideas, the abundance of feeling, simpli-
city, sincerity, by which he adds new strokes to the rich treasure of
modern Georgian writing.
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