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Mariam Marjanishvili
SUMMARY
The Marjanishvili - Meskhi Constellation

History is written not for the past but for the present. Among the past public figures who have been forgot-
ten nowadays it is impossible not to mention Andria Marjanishvili and his descendants whose genius made an
invaluable contribution in the establishment and prosperity of the “spiritual mirror of the nation” — the Georgian
theatre.

The study of historical sources proves that the Aznauri Marjanishvilis had neither great property nor inher-
ited slaves. The Marjanishvilis first appeared in society after the establishment of Tsar Russia in Georgia. Some
of them managed to get good reputation in influential aristocratic circles thanks to their adroitness and quick wit.

One of such famous people in Kutaisi was Mayor Andria Joseph Marjanishvili.

Naturally talented and fond of art Andria felt that the code of talent which was in Marjanishvili gene —
presentation of man’s spirit on stage — would one day reach its culmination.

The prediction of the famous grandfather came true. The talent of acting art of Marjanishvili gene boomed
in his descendants, who made the name of Andria Marjanishvili immortal.

Two Kotes were born from Andria Marjanishvili’s roots. One of them was from his daughter, Magdani’s
side — Kote Meskhi, the other — from his son, Alexander — Kote Marjanishvili.

These two branches which grew from one root, two saplings realized their genetic code on the stage of
Kutaisi theatre. The cousins were similar in appearance, temper and character.

The main period of Kote Meskhi’s life and work was in Kutaisi, where he established professional theatre.
In 1885 Kote Meskhi gathered permanent cast in Kutaisi and started to perform.

For 9 years (1885-1894) Kutaisi theatre existed only because of Kote Meskhi’s organizational and directo-
rial skill. In the history of Georgian Theatre his name is always connected with the numerous novelties: Kote
Meskhi widened the views of Georgian Theatre, enriched the repertoire, held the great directorial-organization-
al work, improver rehearsals, deepened links between writers and theatre, found new power, introduced system
of tours, gave actors salary. He himself was the type of a thinker, an educated actor.

In the 1% half of the 20" century nation’s striving for freedom gave birth to “Renaissance of the Georgian
Spirit”, which appeared in every field including the theatre in the form of Kote Marjanishvili’s work.

Kote Marjanishvili inherited high morality and purity, presentation of human soul on dtage which he pre-
served till the end of his life. The first theatrical fame came to Kote Marjanishvili in Kutaisi as well. The 21-
year-old boy was invited to play in A. Duma’s play “Son of Sin” by his cousin, the director, Kote Meskhi. “Kote
started to prepare him for the debut. Marjanishvili said: ‘If | fail and play badly, I’ll leave for Thilisi that very
night so that no one sees me’”.

Thirty three years later a new heater was established in Kutaisi, again by a descendant of Andria Marjanish-
vili. Marjanishvili offspring was born and settled in Kutaisi. The new state theatre was named after its founder,
Kote Marjanishvili after his death.

On 25 September, 1922, after returning from Russia, Marjanishvili shared his ideas and views about art with
his compatriots and colleagues. His main aim was to create the theatre that would make people happy.

According to the wish of Kote Marjanishvili and the society the second state theatre was established in
Kutaisi.

The new season in Kutaisi was opened on 3 November, 1928 with Toler’s play “We exist”. Twenty seven
plays were staged in Kutaisi theatre under Marjanishvili supervision. Nineteen of them belonged to contempo-
rary authors.

The peak of Kote Marjanishvili’s talent was his stage masterpiece “Uriel Akosta”. Marjanishvili took Kutai-
si theatre cast on tour to Ukraine and Moscow; that was their first tour outside the republic.

Kutaisi theatre existed for two seasons under Kote Marjanishvili’.

Kote Meskhi and Kote Marjanishvili had the only wish — true love for theatre and establishing the truth on
stage, because the power is not in the God but in the truth, and the truth itself is God. The theatre was the
asylum for their ever-seeking feelings.

With its truth and fair reforms Kote Meskhi and Kote Marjanishvili’s work remained as a live legend for the
directors of the past and the present.

Andria Marjanishvili’s descendants dedicated their excellent talent and striving for stage art to the theater.
Among them were stage masters Efemia Meskhi, Veriko Anjaparidze, director Nino Ganrekeli-Toreli, Babo
Gamrekeli and theatre lovers David and Ivane Meskhi. They believed that the theatre had to serve people’s
fame. Their elements were striving for the new, facing the resistance and fierce fighting.
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23. 3gbbols ., ,,0mambgdgdo®, 1940 ¢. mdogolbo.

24. 3gbbo 6., ,,899956980%, 1947 §. mdogolso.

25. 3glbo 9., .8mpembgdgdo s> Fgdomgdo™, 1932 . mdomolo.

26. 3gg80Lsdgomo ., ,,dgbbgdol exsbko™, 1970 §. dsmydo.

27. ,,393609M905%, ,,85Logmgdo XIX L. 60-90-0560 Fagdol LsJsdmggmel Lsbmyswpemgd®og-gam@E @ gmo
(bemghgdoesb, 1981 §. mdoaolo.

28. bogmargodgomo ., ,bgdago glbol gHemgbnmo s Lsbmysmgddog-3mmodogyto Ygbgoymgdsbo®, 2005Y.
Jaomsolbo.

29. 60bogodgoeo 3., ,,gg00gm Sbgsgs@ody”, 1968 . mdogmoalbo.

30. ,,Lodgmms byanmgbgds®, Ne§, ,,aospe ds@xsb0Dgogmo™, 1984,

3L Logodmggarml Lobgardfogm bamgs@@m 39bgydo, gmb. 1, Lsg. 3.6.900

32. Loggs b, ,méggmbo”, 2005 §. mdogrolbo.

33.,,08a008e & 16c08d” ,, E104 1addeaiepadse” 19234 iThHeAd

34. 9d9dsdg 6., ,,g90030 SbxsxyS@g”, 1957 §. mdogolo.

35. godbogmsgs L., ,,SbVaé)gbo Lgdggo Iglbobs™, @1, 1903 §. mdognolbo.

36. Jposobol Labgardfogm obEm@ogmo 39bgydo, Loddggdo: Ne5261, 1798, 1826,, 1836, 2055, 5261, 0085, 0087, 0096,
0088, 70055/7. 4072/12, 7055/15.

37. Jgmsobol @. dglbodgogols Lobgedfogm mgs@@mols Igbgydol oboengdo.

38. gyogmsdgomo ., LJs@ogmo mgsG@o dsmBo, 1974 §. mdogobo.

39. hobensdg b., 0806045 g%obmsgo (6b6;9330@0)“, 1960 §. mdogrolo.

40. Bbgodyg 4., .8epambgdgdo s Fg@omgdo®, 1956 §. mdogoalbo.

41. §g0dgomo L. ,,mge@@smado Ggp0gddo”, 2009 §. Jymsobo.

42. Vo65dg . »bdJoOMggmel Iby ©s Loggsdgmo sadombol 396d9mbg”, 1986 . mdognobo.

43. domadyg . »g3bmgmol oL Jg99“, @.IIL, 1999 §. mdoanolo.

44. 3o05dy 3. oo gmo glog@dsb@amo gg@dbsgmobBogol obdm@os®, &. II ws III, 20012003 §§., mdogrolbo.
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