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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

In a recent statement, the rul-
ing Georgian Dream party

has placed blame on the United
National Movement for the Au-
gust 2008 war, asserting that
the former government’s actions
were a significant crime against
Georgia. The party has promised
that a proper legal assessment
of these events will take place
after the upcoming elections.

The statement from Georgian
Dream described the 2008 con-
flict as the “biggest and most
serious crime” committed by the
UNM. It emphasized the need
for a thorough legal evaluation
to ensure the country’s develop-
ment and long-term peace.

“The United National Move-
ment has committed many
crimes against the country and
people, but the biggest and most
serious crime is the adventure
committed in 2008,” the state-
ment reads. “In order to ensure
the irreversible development of
our country and to establish long-
term peace in Georgia, it is of
the utmost importance that
these events be given a proper
legal assessment. We promise
the public that it will definitely
happen after the elections.”

Georgian Dream Accuses United National
Movement of Provoking 2008 War

The statement also addresses
concerns about the UNM’s re-
cent actions. It accuses the UNM
of attempting to involve Georgia
in the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war, suggesting that the party
sought to reignite conflict in the
region. “The two years that

passed in the background of the
Russia-Ukraine war clearly
showed us how diligently the
United National Movement tried
to drag Georgia into this mili-
tary conflict and drag our coun-
try into the flames of war once
again,” the statement notes.

Georgian Dream accused the
UNM of carrying out a deliber-
ate provocation in 2008. The
party alleged that the order for
these actions came from exter-
nal sources but chose not to dis-
close specifics at this time. “From
whom this order came and

whose tasks were performed by
the highest officials of the gov-
ernment at that time, we will
not deliberately dwell on this is-
sue here, because the public le-
gal process will find out every-
thing,” the statement reads.

Ukraine Calls for Russian Troop
Withdrawal from

Occupied Georgian Territories

“Hostilities stopped in August 2008,
but Russia’s aggression against Georgia
did not end here. Moscow continued the
so-called Borderization, which means
creeping annexation of the territory of
Georgia, pressure, propaganda and inter-
vention with other hybrid methods.”

Ukraine reaffirmed its support for
Georgia’s independence, sovereignty, and
territorial integrity within internation-
ally recognized borders. “Ukraine sup-
ports the independence, sovereignty, and
territorial integrity of Georgia within its
internationally recognized borders and
strongly condemns the Kremlin’s aggres-
sive policy,” the statement continued.

In accordance with the 2008 ceasefire
agreement, Ukraine called on Russia to
withdraw its forces from Georgian terri-
tory and revoke its recognition of the
Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia as “independent” states.

Ukraine linked Russia’s actions in
Georgia to a broader imperial strategy.
“Russia’s aggression against Georgia, and
later against Ukraine, is only an episode
of Moscow’s long imperial policy, which
has no right to exist in the 21st century,”
the statement reads.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Ukraine called for international action.

“We are sure that this aggressive
policy of the Russian Federation will be
stopped only by the joint efforts of the in-
ternational community, forcing it to leave
the temporarily occupied territories of
Georgia and Ukraine and to answer to
the law all Russian war criminals for the
atrocities and crimes committed.”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Ukraine issued a statement on the

16th anniversary of the August War, call-
ing on Russia to immediately withdraw

and other interventions. 
“The Russian occupation has turned

these regions of Georgia into an unprom-
ising gray zone, where lawlessness pre-
vails and human rights are violated,” the
statement read. 

its troops from the occupied territories of
Georgia.

The statement emphasized that
Russia’s aggression against Georgia has
continued beyond the 2008 war, with on-
going occupation, pressure, propaganda,
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U.S. Marks 16th Anniversary
of Russia’s Invasion of

Georgia, Reaffirms Support

On the 16th anniversary of Russia’s
invasion of Georgia, U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken issued a statement
remembering those affected by the con-
flict and reaffirming America’s support
for Georgia’s sovereignty.

“Today we mark sixteen years since
Russia invaded the sovereign nation of
Georgia and remember those killed, in-
jured, or displaced by Russia’s military
campaign and illegal occupation,” Blinken

stated. He noted that Russia continues
to occupy 20 percent of Georgian terri-
tory and is taking actions that undermine
Georgian sovereignty, including claims
over strategic lands in Abkhazia and ef-
forts to establish a permanent naval base

in Ochamchire.
Blinken emphasized the U.S. commit-

ment to Georgia’s territorial integrity and
called on Russia to meet its obligations
under the 2008 ceasefire agreement.

“We call on Russia to fulfill its com-
mitments and obligations under the 2008
ceasefire agreement to withdraw its
forces to pre-conflict positions and allow
unimpeded access for the delivery of hu-
manitarian assistance,” he said. Blinken

also urged Russia to reverse its recogni-
tion of the so-called independence of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which would
help tens of thousands of displaced people
return to their homes safely.

GYLA Criticizes Government
for Ignoring Compensation

Fund Request for War Victims
On the 16th anniversary of the August

War, the Georgian Young Lawyers’ As-
sociation criticized the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for not responding to their
request for an international compensa-
tion fund for war victims.

In a statement, GYLA revealed that
they had submitted a formal request to
the Ministry on January 26, 2024, ask-
ing for the creation of a fund to compen-
sate victims of the 2008 conflict with
Russia. As of now, GYLA has not received
any response from the Ministry.

“On January 26, 2024, GYLA appealed
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Geor-
gia to use the available resources in the
Council of Europe to create an interna-
tional compensation fund for victims of
the Russian Federation as a result of the
August war and in the subsequent pe-
riod,” the statement said. “GYLA’s appeal
has not yet received a response from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia.”

The association stressed the impor-
tance of using diplomatic and interna-
tional legal mechanisms to enforce the

European Court of Human Rights’ deci-
sions against Russia. GYLA also criticized
the government for opposing civil society
efforts, stating, “Instead, the Georgian
authorities are openly fighting against
civil society, which plays an important
role in protecting the rights of people af-
fected by the conflict at the international
and national level, with the ‘Russian
law’.”

GYLA’s statement also raised concerns
that restrictive measures like the “For-
eign Agents” law could undermine
Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic goals and its con-
stitutional guarantees of sovereignty and
territorial integrity.


