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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili has strongly

criticized the Georgian govern-
ment following the suspension of
US funding for the Lugar Labo-
ratory. The laboratory, sup-
ported by American agencies
such as the CDC and NIH, has
been crucial in protecting pub-
lic health in Georgia.

“The contribution of the
Lugar Laboratory and American
experts to the safety and secu-
rity of our citizens cannot be
measured. We can be nothing
but thankful,” Zourabichvili
said.

She condemned the
government’s decision as a be-
trayal at a time when Georgia
faces significant demographic
challenges. “At a time when the
country’s demographic indica-
tors are at a catastrophic level,
when hundreds of thousands of
people are leaving the country,
breaking such an important link
with America is a direct betrayal
of the country.”

The Lugar Laboratory has
been vital in combating diseases
like hepatitis, AIDS, swine in-
fluenza, and COVID-19.
Zourabichvili warned that the
government’s decision puts
Georgia at risk of being unpre-
pared for future pandemics.

“Against the background of the
increased threat of infectious epi-
demics in the world, the Georgian
government dares and deliber-
ately puts all those laboratories
and programs in an extreme situ-

President Zourabichvili Condemns Georgian Government
for Severing Ties with US Over Lugar Laboratory

ation, without which we remain
completely defenseless.”

The President also highlighted
the broader consequences of this
decision, including reputational
damage and the loss of decades-
long ties between Georgia and
the US. “It is not only about

money, but also about
reputational damage, severing
decades of professional ties, and
turning the back on the trust
and cooperation established be-
tween the two countries.”

She stressed the importance
of continued collaboration for

Georgia’s future professionals.
“Here we are also talking about
the exchange of knowledge,
training without which we can-
not raise tomorrow’s high-level
professionals. Isolation is the
enemy of science!”

Zourabichvili condemned the

government’s actions, warning
they endanger Georgia’s hard-
won reputation as a reliable in-
ternational partner. “It is unac-
ceptable when your government
deliberately and persistently de-
stroys all areas of our success,”
Zourabichvili stated.’

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

On the 16th anniversary of the August War, Georgia’s Public
Defender, Levan Ioseliani, issued a statement addressing the

situation of residents in occupied territories and internally displaced
persons.

“The illegal violations of the right to life are particularly alarm-
ing,” Ioseliani said. He cited the recent murder of Tamaz Ginturi
by the occupation regime in 2023 as a recent example. He also
noted that those responsible for earlier killings—Davit Basharuli
in 2014, Giga Otkhozoria in 2016, Archil Tatunashvili in 2018,
and Irakli Kvaratskhelia in 2019—have not been held accountable,
with responsibility resting on the Russian Federation.

Ioseliani highlighted the ongoing challenge of accessing educa-
tion in the native Georgian language in the occupied regions, which
has led to a decline in student numbers each year. Many parents
are forced to relocate to government-controlled areas to ensure their
children can continue their education in Georgian.

“The occupation regime still practices the illegal arrest and im-
prisonment of people for ‘illegal’ border crossings in both Abkhazia
and Tskhinvali. This creates difficulties for locals on both sides of
the occupation line,” Ioseliani said.

He also pointed out that property rights violations due to border
changes continue to be a daily challenge for those living near the
occupation line.

Public Defender Levan Ioseliani Addresses Issues
in Russian-Occupied Territories
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Weather
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Day Partly Cloudy
High: 31°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
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Foreign Ministry of
Georgia Condemns
Russia’s Continued

Occupation of Abkhazia
and Tskhinvali Regions

The Georgian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs condemns the Rus-
sian Federation’s ongoing occu-
pation of Georgia’s Abkhazia and
Tskhinvali regions, which has
persisted for 16 years. The Min-
istry emphasized that this occu-
pation blatantly violates the
ceasefire agreement of August
12, 2008, brokered by the Euro-
pean Union, and disregards fun-
damental international law.
These violations have been con-

firmed by multiple rulings from
the International Criminal
Court and the European Court
of Human Rights between 2021
and 2024.

“Even after 16 years, the Rus-
sian Federation continues to oc-
cupy the indivisible Abkhazia
and Tskhinvali regions of Geor-

gia, in violation of the ceasefire
agreement of August 12, 2008,
brokered by the European
Union, and in complete disre-
gard of the fundamental norms
of international law,” the Minis-
try stated. The statement fur-
ther noted that these violations
are “confirmed by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court and the
European Court of Human
Rights in decisions made be-
tween 2021 and 2024.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs also highlighted the “unwa-
vering and unconditional sup-
port of the international commu-
nity for the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Georgia.” The
Ministry expressed its gratitude
to international partners for
their continued support in the
peaceful resolution of the Russia-
Georgia conflict.

The Ministry called on the
Russian Federation to “respect
the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Georgia” and to ful-
fill its obligations under the 2008
ceasefire agreement. The Minis-
try urged Russia to “withdraw
its forces from the territory of
Georgia, stop gross violations of
human rights in the occupied
regions, and remove obstacles
preventing the return of inter-
nally displaced persons and refu-
gees to their homes.”

Georgian Dream to
Launch Legal Process
on August War After

Elections
Georgian Dream has an-

nounced its plan to initiate a
public legal process concerning
the August 2008 war once elec-
tions are concluded. Party leader
Irakli Kobakhidze revealed that

all available legal avenues would
be explored, including appeals to
the prosecutor’s office, establish-
ing a parliamentary investiga-

tive commission, or approaching
the Constitutional Court.

Kobakhidze stated, “The legal
form can vary; it could involve
appealing to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, establishing a parliamentary
investigative commission, or even
approaching the Constitutional
Court. We are open to utilizing
all instruments. The public will
be kept informed about these
steps, but our primary objective
is to thoroughly investigate the

crime committed in 2008 by the
Saakashvili-led United National
Movement regime.”

Georgian Dream previously

vowed to hold the United Na-
tional Movement accountable for
their “role in the August war”.
The party described the legal
process as essential for provid-
ing a proper legal assessment of
the events. “We will be the plain-
tiff party in this process and the
United National Movement will
have to be collectively respon-
sible for the treasonous crime
committed against the country
and the people.”


