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Shaheen and Turner Reaffirm Support for Georgia,
Call for Democratic Reforms

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

fter visiting Georgia, US

Senator Jeanne Shaheen
and Congressman Mike Turner
released a statement highlight-
ing the United States’ strong
support for Georgia’s indepen-
dence and democratic future.
However, they also voiced con-
cerns about recent political de-
velopments.

“With growing threats from
authoritarian nations like Rus-
sia, which invaded Georgia 16
years ago, it was crucial to show
our unwavering support for the
Georgian people’s right to shape
their own future,” said Senator
Shaheen. She mentioned that
during their meetings with
Georgian officials and civil soci-
ety groups, they reaffirmed their
support for Georgia’s desire to
join Europe. But she also made
it clear that the US is worried
about signs of declining democ-
racy in the country. “We won’t
sit back amid democratic back-
sliding and false statements tar-
geted toward the United States,”
Shaheen added.

Shaheen stressed the need for
fair elections and urged the Geor-
gian government to repeal the
controversial foreign agents law.
“We must see free and fair elec-
tions and efforts to repeal the for-
eign agents law that’s harming
Georgia’s path to EU member-
ship. The first step to get back
on track must come from the
Georgian government, and we're
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Government Officials and Civil
Society Organizations, Shaheen and
Turner Return from Leading
Bipartisan, Bicameral Congressional
Delegation to Georgia Following
Passage of Foreign Agents Law
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Regional Security Cooperation, and Congressman

waiting for their proposal,” she
said.

Congressman Mike Turner
echoed these concerns, noting
that the U.S.-Georgian relation-
ship, historically strong, is now
at risk due to recent actions that
go against democratic values.
“The US.-Georgian relationship
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U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), a senior member of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations,
Armed Services and Appropriations Committees and Chair of the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Europe and

has been one of the strongest in
the region, but recent develop-
ments have raised serious con-
cerns in the U.S. and Europe,”
Turner said. He emphasized
that the US stance on these is-
sues would remain consistent,
no matter which administration
is in power. “U.S. policy won’t

Michael Turner

change regardless of who's in
office,” he added.

Turner also emphasized the
importance of the upcoming par-
liamentary elections in Georgia,
calling for them to be conducted
fairly and transparently. “It’s
crucial that the elections in Oc-
tober are free, fair, and trans-

[R-OH), Chair of the U.S. House Permanent

parent for both the Georgian
people and international observ-
ers,” he said. Turner thanked
Senator Shaheen for her strong
commitment to the US-Georgian
relationship and for inviting him
to join her on this important
visit.

Gia Volski Accuses United National Movement
of Justifying Russian Occupation

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

Gia Volski, a member of the
parliamentary majority
from the ruling party Georgian
Dream, has accused the opposi-
tion party United National
Movement of justifying Russia’s
invasion and occupation of Geor-
gia. Speaking to journalists,
Volski criticized the National
Movement for its involvement
with the Taliavini conclusion and
the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe resolution.

Volski argued that these ac-
tions amounted to an endorse-
ment of Russia’s actions. “By
signing the Taliavini conclusion
and the resolution from the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, the United
National Movement has justified
Russia’s entry and occupation of
Georgian land,” Volski said. He
emphasized that these docu-

ments and their implications
need further investigation.

According to Volski, the rul-
ing Georgian Dream party has
played a crucial role in maintain-
ing Georgia’s legal and political
stability. “If it weren’t for Geor-
gian Dream’s leadership and our
legal victories in Strasbourg and
The Hague, we cannot predict
what the legal situation in Geor-
gia would be today,” he noted.
Volski suggested that without
the current ruling party, the
country might face an even more
precarious situation.

Volski also criticized former
President Mikheil Saakashvili,
accusing him of facilitating
Russia’s occupation of Georgian
territory. “Saakashvili’s actions,
including unconstitutional elec-
tions and negotiations, allowed
Russia to occupy Georgian land.
These decisions need to be scru-
tinized,” Volski added. He ques-
tioned the necessity of recent
interviews with international fig-
ures like Taliavini, suggesting
that these efforts have not clari-
fied the situation or provided jus-
tice.
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US Embassy Clarifies Focus of
Senator Shaheen and
Congressman Turner’s Visit
to Georgia

U.S. Embassy Thilisi, Georgia
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The US Embassy in Georgia has re-
leased a statement addressing the visit
of Senator Jeanne Shaheen and Congress-
man Mike Turner, clarifying that former
President Mikheil Saakashvili was not a
subject of discussion during their meet-
ings.

The embassy emphasized that the pri-
mary focus of the discussions was the
relationship between the United States
and Georgia. According to the statement,
Senator Shaheen underscored that the
first step toward improving the current
situation must be taken by the Georgian
government.

“Neither disinformation nor specula-

tion helps resolve disagreements,” the
statement read. “During the most recent
visit of Senator Shaheen and Represen-
tative Turner, former President
Saakashvili was not a topic of discussion.
What was discussed is the United States’
desire for a strong relationship with Geor-

US Embassy Thilisi, Georgia

gia, and the first step to get back on track
must come from the Georgian govern-
ment. We wait to hear its proposal,” the
embassy noted.

Georgian Dream Accused of
Using Dark Money by US
Helsinki Commission;
Mikanadze Responds

The US Helsinki Commission recently
accused Georgia’s ruling party, Georgian
Dream, of using money from scam call
centers worldwide to fund its activities
and target political opponents. The com-
mission urged the U.S. State Department
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to crack down on these operations, call-
ing them part of an “antidemocratic cam-
paign” against the Georgian people.
Givi Mikanadze, a member of the
Georgian Dream parliamentary majority,
responded sharply, calling the
commission’s claims an interference in
Georgia’s pre-election process. He argued
that the accusations were baseless and
seemed to support opposition parties.
“This statement, which lacks any evi-
dence, is clearly in favor of the opposi-
tion. The idea that there are call centers
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involved in funding an anti-opposition
campaign is complete nonsense. We ex-
pect proof, but you can’t provide evidence
for something that doesn’t exist,”
Mikanadze said.

Mikanadze also accused the Helsinki
Commission of double standards for not
addressing the investigation into former
Defense Minister Davit Kezerashvili’s al-
leged involvement in call center scams
or the human rights record during
Mikheil Saakashvili’s government.
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@The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.




