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Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze Supports
pposition Parties

'

Potential Bans on O

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

On August 20, the political
council of the ruling party
Georgian Dream issued a state-
ment urging the public to par-
ticipate in the upcoming Octo-
ber 26 elections. The party em-
phasized the need to secure a
constitutional majority to pursue
its political agenda.

According to the statement, if
Georgian Dream achieves a con-
stitutional majority, it plans to
initiate legal processes aimed at
declaring the opposition parties,
particularly the United National
Movement (UNM) and its affili-
ates, unconstitutional. The
statement warned, “As soon as
the constitutional majority is
obtained, a legal process will be
initiated, as a result of which the
United National Movement and
all its satellite or successor par-
ties will be declared unconstitu-
tional.”

Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze supported the
party’s stance, framing the po-
tential banning of political par-
ties as a democratic process. He
argued that such actions are jus-
tified when there is a legal ba-
sis, stating, “When there is a
legal basis, it should be done in
a democratic state.”

Kobakhidze compared the
situation to party bans in
Ukraine and Moldova, stating
that these actions were positively
evaluated by the European
Union. “Saakashvili’s regime is

not a Georgian state. We are
talking about the trial of
Saakashvili’s regime, and of
course, this process cannot pose
any threat to our national inter-

ests,” Kobakhidze said.

He further justified the poten-
tial banning of what he described
as “illegitimate, unconstitu-
tional” parties by saying, “This

is a normal democratic proce-
dure, when all legal grounds are
in place. When a political party
creates problems for the national
interests of the state, or is anti-

constitutional, anti-democratic
in its content, its ban is the re-
sponsibility of the state to uphold
its democratic system.”

Public Defender of Georgia Meets with Striking

Employees of Evolution Georgia

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

ublic Defender of Georgia
Levan Ioseliani and Deputy
Public  Defender Irine
Chikhladze recently met with
striking employees of Evolution
Georgia LLC to discuss their
ongoing labor dispute. The meet-
ing, aimed at addressing the
workers’ concerns, was reported
by the Public Defender’s office.
The strikers, who have been
on strike since July 12, high-
lighted several serious issues,
including violations of labor
rights, unhygienic and health-
threatening working conditions,
and degrading treatment by
management. Additionally, four
of the strikers are on a hunger
strike, with one having under-
gone lip sewing as a form of pro-
test.
Levan Ioseliani acknowledged
that the issues raised are deeply
tied to labor conditions and the

enforcement of labor norms.
However, he noted that the Pub-
lic Defender’s office, due to its
limited mandate over the private
sector, does not have the author-
ity to mediate the dispute di-
rectly. “Each issue in this col-
lective labor dispute is directly
related to labor conditions and
the effective use of labor norms.
Given our limited mandate, we
are unable to lead the mediation
process,” Ioseliani said.

The Public Defender’s office
has called on Evolution Georgia
to comply with labor legislation
and engage in timely and effec-
tive conciliation procedures with
the striking employees. loseliani
emphasized, “From the first day
of the protest, we began exam-
ining their issues on our own
initiative and have issued sev-
eral public statements urging
both the employer and the labor
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inspectorate to address the con-
cerns.”
The striking employees are

demanding several changes, in-
cluding wage increases, im-
provements in working condi-
tions, the immediate dismissal
of managers accused of bullying,

racism, and sexism, and the
signing of lifetime contracts with
new hires. They have also called
for government intervention and
placed full responsibility on both

Employees of Evolution Georgia

the company and the govern-
ment for the ongoing situation.

The Public Defender’s office
continues to monitor the situa-
tion and advocates for a resolu-

tion that addresses the workers’
demands while urging Evolution
Georgia and relevant authorities
to take appropriate action.
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Public Defender Levan
Toseliani to File Friend
of the Court Brief in
‘Foreign Agents’ Law
Case

Public Defender Levan
Toseliani has announced plans to

file a friend of the court brief

with the Constitutional Court
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regarding the “Foreign Agents”
law. The brief aims to provide
additional legal perspectives and
insights to assist the court in its
deliberations.

Toseliani explained, “What
we've really decided at this point
is that we're going to file a
friend-of-the-court opinion that
will be attached to the lawsuits,

which I think will further help
the court make the right deci-
sion.” He further elaborated, “A
friend of the court opinion applies

to absolutely every lawsuit filed
in court. This is not an opinion
presented in favor of any party;
it is a document created in ac-
cordance with international
standards, which responds to the
court in making a more correct
decision and makes it easier to
find and justify legal argu-
ments.”

The lawsuits against the “For-
eign Agents” law have been filed
by the President, 121 non-govern-
mental and media organizations,
and opposition deputies. Addition-
ally, Gela Mtivlishvili, founder
and editor of Mtis Ambebi, has
independently appealed to the Con-
stitutional Court.

The plaintiffs are seeking a
temporary suspension of the law
until the court issues a final de-
cision. On July 29, Constitu-
tional Court Chairman Merab
Turava announced that all the
lawsuits would be consolidated
into one proceeding.

President Salome
Zourabichvili Awards
Order of National Hero
to Alexander Oniani’s
Family

On August 11, 2021, Presi-

dent of Georgia Salome
Zourabichvili awarded the Order
of the National Hero of Georgia
to the family of Alexander
Oniani, who was honored for his
role in the 2008 Shindisi battle
in the village of Jakhunderi in
Lentekhi.

Alexander Oniani, a Junior

Sergeant in the Armed Forces of
Georgia, was recognized with the
Order of the National Hero for
his exceptional bravery, heroism,
and self-sacrifice in defending the
nation. During the ceremony,

President Zourabichvili visited
Oniani’s native village, laid a
wreath at his grave, and at-
tended a memorial service at St.
George’s Church. The event was
also attended by representatives
from the Georgian Defense
Forces, including Deputy Com-
mander Major General Zaza

Chkhaidze.

The award honors Oniani’s
significant contributions and his
enduring legacy as a national
hero.

Training on intelligence-led policing for
Ukrainian law enforcement

he European Union Advi
sory Mission (EUAM)
Ukraine recently organised a
two-week training on intelli-
gence-led policing (ILP) in War-

saw for Ukrainian analysts from
the National Police of Ukraine,
the Economic Security Bureau
of Ukraine, and academic insti-
tutions under the Ministry of

Internal Affairs.

Intelligence-led policing
serves as the cornerstone of mod-
ern law enforcement,
emphasising proactive and pre-
ventative strategies over reactive
measures. This approach en-
sures that police forces remain
“one step ahead” of criminal ac-
tivity. For ILP to be effective, the
information gathered by police
must be carefully collected, col-
lated, thoroughly analysed, and
effectively disseminated. This
systematic process, which is also
known as an Intelligence Cycle,
allows law enforcement to re-
spond appropriately and allocate
resources where they are most
needed.

The training was designed to
equip participants with essential

skills in intelligence analysis. It
provided an in-depth exploration
of the Intelligence Cycle, practi-
cal application of 20 Structured
Analytical Techniques, and a
thorough understanding of the
analytic spectrum.

Participants reported a
broader understanding of ana-
Iytical techniques and an im-
proved ability to apply these
methods, especially in generat-
ing and testing hypotheses and
scenarios, foreseen through
teamwork.

EUAM Ukraine continues to
support law enforcement agencies
in Ukraine, including in the realm
of intelligence-led policing, par-
ticularly evidence-based decision-
making via thorough analysis.
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Nina Tsagareli - Director of the festival

his year marks the 16" edition of the

festival since its renewal and will be
held in three cities: Borjomi, Batumi, and
Thilisi.

The festival opening took place on Au-
gust 21, with an open-air gala concert in
Borjomi at Borjomi Likani Hotel.

On August 23, at 8:00 PM, Batumi
Professional State Drama Theater will
host Mario Stefano Pietrodarchi
(Bandoneon, Italy) and the festival Base
Orchestra (concertmaster Lela
Mtchedlidze). They will perform master-
pieces of world-renowned composers:
Ennio Morricone — Three themes, Nino
Rota — Ommagio a Federico Fellini,
Khaled Mouzanar — Medley, Carlos
Gardel — Volver; Por una Cabeza, Astor
Piazzolla — Melodia in La minore; Adios

Nonino; Vuelvo al Sur; Milonga del An-
gel; Le, Grand Tango.

On the second day of the festival, Au-
gust 25 at 8:00 PM, Batumi Ilia
Chavchavadze theater will host Elvin
Hoxha Ganiyev — Violin, Azerbaijan /
Turkey and the Festival Base Orchestra
GEORGIAN VIRTUOSI (concertmaster
Lela Mtchedlidze). The concert program
includes Antonio Vivaldi’s “The Four Sea-
sons,” Astor Piazzolla’s “The Four Sea-
sons of Buenos Aires,” and Niccolo
Paganini’s “Caprice No. 24.”

Starting September 15, “Night Ser-
enades” will proceed to Thilisi. Beatrice
Venezi (conductor, Italy), Sandro
Nebieridze (piano, Georgia), and Georgian
Philharmonic Orchestra will perform
Ottorino Respighi’s “Pines of Rome” and

21 AUGUST
BORJOMI | sorjomi Likani Hotel

23,25 AUGUST
BATUMI | atumi brama Thester

15,17,18, 20

SEPTEMBER
TB".ISI ‘ Tbilisi State Conservatoire

Founder of the Festival

LIANA ISSAKADZE

Artistic Director
GIORGI ISSAKADZE

Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto
No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30.

On September 17 at 8:00 PM, an
evening of Brazilian music will take place
at Tbilisi State Conservatoire Grand
Hall. The concert will feature young, re-
nowned Georgian soloists Lizi Ramishvili
(cello), Mariam Roinishvili (soprano) and
Giorgi Oikashvili (clarinet), with the Fes-
tival Base Orchestra GEORGIAN VIR-
TUOST led by first violinist Lela
Mtchedlidze. The program includes works
by Brazilian composers such as Alberto
Nepomuceno’s String Quartet No. 3
“Brasileiro,” Heitor Villa-Lobos’ Five
Songs, Chiquinha Gonzaga’s “Corta
Jaca,” Zequinha de Abreu’s “Tico-Tico no
Fub4a,” ete.

“Night Serenades” will also feature a
Czech music concert on September 18 at
6:00 PM at Recital Hall of Thilisi State
Conservatoire. In celebration of the 200th
anniversary of Bedeich Smetana, Giorgi
Shaverzashvili (piano, Georgia) and
Giorgi Khaindrava (violin, Georgia) will
perform works by Bedeich Smetana and
Antonin Dvogak. Attendees can look for-
ward to many musical surprises
throughout the concert.

This year’s festival will be wrapped up
on September 20 at 8:00 PM at Thbilisi
State Conservatoire Grand Hall. Andres
Gabetta — Violin / Conductor, France and
Maurice Steger — Recorder, Switzerland
with Festival Base Orchestra GEORGIAN
VIRTUOSI (concertmaster Lela
Mtchedlidze) will perform special pro-
gram VIVALDI and Friends. The concert
program includes: Evaristo Felice
DallAbaco’s — Concerto a piu istrumenti
in D major, Op.5 No.6 — Ciaconna, Pietro
Locatelli — Concerto Grosso in C minor,
Op.1 No.11, and concertos of Greatest
Master Antonio Vivaldi.
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Festival "Night Serenades"

Along with the concert program,
within the framework of the festival, spe-
cial attention will be paid to the cogni-
tive-educational program for students and
young people, including the disabled
people, which includes master classes,
workshops, open lectures and tradition-
ally exhibitions by Georgian artists.

Tickets can be purchased at tkt.ge

It is worth mentioning that Georgian
violinist and conductor, the founder of the
festival, Liana Isakadze passed away on
July 5, 2024 at the age of 77. As well as a
prominent soloist in Georgia, she con-
ducted the Georgian State Chamber Or-
chestra and in 1988 was recognized as a
People’s Artist of the USSR, at the time
the youngest artist to be so named.

The festival is supported by the Minis-
try of Culture and Sport of Georgia, Min-
istry of Education, Culture and Sports of
Adjara, Thilisi City Hall, Batumi City
Hall, Borjomi City Hall, Embassy of Italy,
Embassy of Brazil, Embassy of Czech
Republic.

The festival is also supported by the
furniture house “Nita”, perfumery store
chain “Lutecia”, Yves Rocher, Company
“Sarajishvli”, Brothers Khutsishvili Wine
Cellar, HOTSALE.GE, “PSP” pharmacy,
GPC Pharmacy, “Piel Naturals”, Wine
Company ,,GEORGIAN LEGEND”.

Media partners: Public Broadcaster
Adjara, Georgian Public Broadcaster,
Rustavi 2, Imedi Media Holding, POSTV,
Euronews Georgia, Media holding “Geor-
gian Times”, Ertsulovneba TV, Media
And Digital Communications Agency
“Clip Art”, Ambebi.ge, “Prime Time”
news agency, “Today”, “The Messenger”,
Journal “Sarke”, “Adjara” newspaper,
online media “Ajara Times”, radio
“Fortuna”, website “Fortuna.ge”.

Tickets: tkt.ge
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