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President Salome Zourabichvili Hosts Reception
for Thbilisi International Conference Participants

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

resident of Georgia, Salome

Zourabichvili hosted a re-
ception at the Orbeliani Palace
for participants of the 8th Thilisi
International Conference, which
is being held in Thilisi on Sep-
tember 2-3. During her address,
President Zourabichvili de-
scribed the 2024 conference as
occurring at a “decisive” and “ex-
istential” moment for Georgia
and underscored the significance
of the upcoming October 26 elec-
tions.

Zourabichvili criticized the
ruling Georgian Dream party,
stating that it has turned the
nation’s aspirations into a
“nightmare” and moved Georgia
away from its long-standing
European goals. She emphasized
that Georgia’s historical desire
to align with Europe has been a
constant, as the country has al-
ways aspired to be independent
from external empires, particu-
larly its northern neighbor.

The President condemned the
rhetoric of Georgian Dream Hon-
orary Chairman Bidzina

Ivanishvili and the party’s re-
cent actions, including the pro-
posed ban on opposing political
parties and attempts to under-
mine the Constitutional Court’s
stance on “Foreign Agents” law
affecting Georgia’s European
aspirations. She described these
developments as “unacceptable”
and contrary to the will of the
Georgian people, who she be-
lieves reject the current authori-
tarian regime.

Zourabichvili called on Geor-
gians to express their stance
through the upcoming elections,

stressing that the democratic
process must reflect the people’s
will. She assured the attendees
of her confidence in the Georgian
people’s decision and urged in-
ternational partners to closely
observe the election process.
Additionally, the President
highlighted her collaboration
with pro-European political par-
ties on the Georgian Charter,
which she sees as crucial for
meeting EU recommendations
and initiating negotiations simi-
lar to those of Ukraine and
Moldova. She emphasized the
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need for the EU to start negotia-
tions promptly and for the U.S.
to support positive aspects of the
MEGOBARI act.

Zourabichvili emphasized the
importance of a stable and demo-
cratic Georgia for the future of
the free world, stressing that
developments in Ukraine and a
secure Black Sea are vital for the
Western world. She reaffirmed
her commitment to leading
Georgia towards its democratic
and European aspirations with
the support of international part-
ners.

Public Defender Criticizes Justice Minister’s
Decree on Foreign Agents Law
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PUBLIC DEFENDER
(OMBUDSMAN) OF GEORGIA

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

n August 30, Public De-

fender Levan Ioseliani ad-
dressed Justice Minister Rati
Bregadze, expressing concern
over the Minister’s August 1 de-
cree related to the “Foreign
Agents” Law. Ioseliani contends
that the decree, which outlines
the “procedure for the prepara-
tion of the register of organiza-
tions carrying out the interests
of the foreign power, submission
of financial declaration and
monitoring,” introduces risks of
discrimination and arbitrary
state actions.

The Foreign Agents Law does
not specify the details required
in the financial declarations of
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), leaving this to the dis-
cretion of the Justice Minister.

According to Ioseliani, the decree
permits the publication of sensi-
tive personal information about
employees of these NGOs, in-
cluding names, personal identi-
fication numbers, and bank ac-
count details.

Toseliani argues that such dis-
closure is both unjustified and
harmful, having a “strong re-
strictive, chilling, and stigmatiz-
ing effect” on employees working
for organizations affected by the
law. He has urged the Justice
Ministry to revise the decree to
exclude the publication of per-
sonal data, suggesting that fi-
nancial details and the purposes
of foreign funding be shared in a
depersonalized manner or as
aggregate totals.

CONTINUED ON Page 2
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The Foreign Agents Law is
currently under scrutiny by the

Constitutional Court of Georgia,
which is expected to make a de-
cision soon regarding the admis-
sibility of the constitutional

claims. The court may also con-
sider a request to temporarily
suspend the law’s provisions
until a final ruling is issued.

In his Amicus Curiae brief sub-
mitted to the court, Ioseliani high-
lighted that the law unfairly tar-
gets certain organizations by as-

signing them a distinct status
based on foreign funding, which
he argues stigmatizes these enti-
ties and hampers their operations.
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Armenian Defense
Minister Suren
Papikyan Visits Georgia
for Bilateral Talks

The visit was extended at the
invitation of the Georgian De-
fense Minister, as reported by
Armenian media.

Papikyan was officially wel-
comed with a ceremony at the
Georgian Defense Ministry. Dur-
ing his visit, he and Minister

Armenian Minister of Defense
Suren Papikyan visited Georgia
on September 2, meeting with
Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze and Georgian De-
fense Minister Irakli Chikovani.

Chikovani discussed the state of
relations between Armenia and
Georgia, focusing on the signifi-
cance of regional peace and sta-
bility. They also reviewed the
bilateral cooperation plan for
2024, aiming to strengthen mili-

tary and defense ties.

Following their discussions,
Papikyan paid homage to Geor-
gian soldiers who lost their lives
defending the country’s territo-
rial integrity at the Heroes’ Me-
morial. In his meeting with
Prime Minister Kobakhidze, the
focus was on fostering “friendly
relations and defense coopera-
tion” between the two nations.
Both sides highlighted the Stra-
tegic Partnership declaration as
a robust foundation for deepen-
ing their partnership in various
areas.

The Georgian government’s
press release emphasized the
mutual commitment to joint ef-
forts in addressing global and
regional security challenges,
underscoring the importance of
continued collaboration between
Armenia and Georgia.

Georgian Parliament to
Continue Debate on
Amnesty Bill Affecting
Up to 6,000 Prisoners

Chairman of Georgian
Dream, Mamuka Mdinaradze,

announced that the Georgian
Parliament will continue discus-
sions on an amnesty bill on Sep-
tember 3. According to
Mdinaradze, the proposed legis-
lation is expected to impact up
to 6,000 prisoners, with releases
occurring at various times and
in different forms.

Mdinaradze explained that
the bill would lead to the imme-
diate release of over 1,000 pris-
oners once the amnesty is en-
acted, with an additional 5,000
prisoners being released gradu-
ally over time.

The amnesty bill was initially
introduced by Georgian Dream
in July. The ongoing
parliamentary de-
bate will determine

* thefinal details and
| implementation
timeline of the legis-
lation. The first
reading of the draft
law is planned to
take place during an
extraordinary par-
liamentary session.
The second and
third readings are
expected to be con-
ducted during the
autumn session.
The bill, initially
proposed by Geor-
gian Dream in July,
will undergo further
scrutiny and debate
as the legislative
process continues.

EU4UASchools: 30
schools renovated in
4 Ukrainian regions
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A total of 13,490 students
and teachers have started the
school year in renovated and re-
built schools, the European
Union Delegation to Ukraine
said in a Facebook post.

According to the post, the
European Union and the United
Nations Development

Weather

Tuesday, September 3
Day :@: Clear

High: 34°C
Night _J) Clear

Low: 19°C

Wednesday, September 4
Day :@: Clear

High: 34°C
Night _J) Clear

Low: 20°C

Programme in Ukraine have
completed repairs in 30 schools
damaged by the Russian full-
scale war in Ukraine, as part of
the ‘EU4UASchools: Build Back
Better’ project.

The renovated schools are lo-
cated i1n Odessa, Rivne,
Zhytomyr and Mykolayiv re-
gions.

The schools have replaced win-
dows, renovated walls and ceil-
ings, installed thermal insula-
tion, and arranged shelters.

The ‘EU4UASchools: Build
Back Better’ project was
launched by the UNDP in
Ukraine, with financial support
from the European Union, in
November 2022, to carry out the
repair, retrofitting and re-equip-
ping of 178 schools in 11 oblasts
of Ukraine: Zhytomyr, Dnipro,
Mykolaiv, Rivne, Odesa,
Zakarpattia, Khmelnytskyi (re-
equipment and renovation), and
Cherkasy, Lviv, Kirovograd, and
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