
P3FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2024 The Messenger

WWW.MESSENGER.COM.GE

GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

The Messenger
  #174 (5735) FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2024

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Ambassador Michael R. Car-
penter, Special Advisor to

President Joe Biden and Senior
Director for Europe at the U.S.
National Security Council, ex-
pressed deep concern about po-
litical developments in Georgia
during an interview with the
Voice of America on September
12. Carpenter highlighted the
upcoming parliamentary elec-
tions as a critical moment for
Georgia’s democratic future,
warning that the misuse of ad-
ministrative resources and pres-
sure on civil society and opposi-
tion figures could severely im-
pede the country’s democratic
progress. He also confirmed that
the U.S. will be closely monitor-
ing the pre-election environment
and election day itself.

Carpenter stated that the U.S.
is worried about Georgia’s cur-
rent trajectory, noting that these
concerns have been present for a
long time. He pointed to the For-
eign Agents Law as a symptom
of the broader issues within the
country. He also criticized state-
ments made by Georgia’s ruling
party but emphasized that mere
concern is insufficient to address
the challenges.

When asked about possible
U.S. actions before the elections,
Carpenter declined to announce
any sanctions but stated that the
U.S. would hold individuals ac-
countable for corruption, anti-
Western activities, and abuse of
power. He stressed that Wash-
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ington has the necessary tools to
take action if required.

Regarding the upcoming elec-
tions, Carpenter expressed hope
for a free and fair process but
raised concerns about the ruling
party’s recent moves, including
the misuse of government re-
sources and a pledge to ban op-
position parties post-election. He
stressed that the U.S. would con-
tinue to monitor developments,

particularly in the lead-up to
election day.

On the issue of Russian inter-
ference, Carpenter acknowledged
Russia’s malign influence across
Europe and Georgia, but empha-
sized that it is the behavior of
Georgian officials that remains
under scrutiny. He noted that
while Russia’s involvement re-
mains unclear, the focus should
be on the actions of Georgia’s

government.
Carpenter also addressed the

question of U.S.-Georgian rela-
tions, stressing that Georgia has
benefited from bipartisan sup-
port in the U.S. for many years,
a trend he expects will continue,
regardless of the outcome of the
U.S. elections.

Ambassador Carpenter un-
derscored the importance of free
and fair elections, stating that

every election provides an oppor-
tunity to renew a country’s
democratic institutions. He
warned that Georgia’s demo-
cratic development could be hin-
dered if the elections are not con-
ducted properly, and called on
the government to end pressure
on civil society and opposition
politicians, and to refrain from
using administrative resources
to influence the outcome.

ODIHR is preparing to “heat up
the situation in Georgia” before
the elections. She warned that
if the election results are unfa-
vorable to the West, ODIHR’s
findings might be used to pro-
voke protests or challenge the
results, potentially leading to
another “color revolution.”

Zakharova denounced ODIHR
as a tool of the “collective West,”
asserting that it fulfills political
orders and delivers conclusions
tailored to its sponsors’ expecta-
tions. “ODIHR is fulfilling the
political orders given to it and
provides the conclusions and
findings that its sponsors ex-
pect,” she stated. She criticized
the ODIHR’s interim reports,
which are often released shortly
before elections, alleging they
are produced by “a small group
of hired persons who bear no re-
sponsibility for their actions.”
According to Zakharova, these
reports do not accurately reflect
the situation but rather align
with a predetermined narrative:
“The result is not a reflection of

the real state of affairs but an
essay on a theme set by the cus-
tomer.”

Zakharova advised disregard-
ing ODIHR’s findings, suggest-
ing, “International observer ob-
ligations can be fulfilled without
involving ODIHR.” She argued
that elections can proceed effec-
tively without the organization’s
involvement and that “the legiti-
macy of elections is determined
by the will of the voters and noth-
ing else, not by ODIHR’s assess-
ments.”

Additionally, Zakharova men-
tioned that Russia sometimes
sends its experts to ODIHR mis-
sions upon request from friendly
countries. These experts are
meant to “monitor the voting pro-
cess directly, counteract the ex-
cesses of the West, and obtain
an adequate picture of what is
happening,” she said. This, she
argued, helps to “significantly
mitigate the potential for pres-
sure on local authorities and pre-
vent manipulations with statis-
tical data.”

Russia Accuses U.S. of
Election Interference in Georgia

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

On September 12, Russian
Foreign Ministry spokes-

woman Maria Zakharova ac-
cused the U.S. of plotting to in-
terfere in Georgia’s upcoming
elections by using the OSCE Of-

fice for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights (ODIHR). In
her response to media inquiries,
Zakharova claimed that the
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Day Partly Cloudy
High: 30°C
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Low: 18°C
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High: 28°C

Night  Clear
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OSCE/ODIHR Launches
Election Observation
Mission for Georgia’s

Parliamentary Elections

On September 12, the OSCE
Office for Democratic Institu-
tions and Human Rights
(ODIHR) announced the open-
ing of an election observation
mission for Georgia’s upcoming
parliamentary elections. Accord-
ing to the official press release

on the OSCE website, the mis-
sion will be led by Eoghan
Murphy and will include 12 in-
ternational experts based in
Tbilisi, along with 30 long-term
observers to be deployed across
Georgia starting September 19.
Additionally, the mission plans
to request 350 short-term ob-
servers to arrive before October
26, the election day.

The OSCE/ODIHR mission
aims to assess the elections’ com-
pliance with OSCE commit-
ments, international democratic
standards, and national legisla-
tion. Observers will monitor key
aspects of the election process,
including campaign conduct,
election administration, dispute
resolution, and media coverage,
as well as review the implemen-
tation of previous ODIHR recom-
mendations.

On election day, October 26,
the mission will collaborate with
delegations from the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, the European
Parliament, and the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly to oversee
polling stations, voting, ballot
counting, and result tabulation.
Preliminary findings will be re-
leased the day after the elections,
with a final report and compre-
hensive assessment expected
several months later.

The ODIHR emphasized that
interactions with state authori-
ties, political parties, civil soci-
ety, media, and the international
community are crucial compo-
nents of their observation pro-
cess.

Public Defender Levan
Ioseliani Meets with

U.S. Ambassador
On September 11, Public De-

fender of Georgia Levan Ioseliani
and First Deputy Public De-

fender Tamar Gvaramadze met
with U.S. Ambassador to Geor-
gia Robin Dunnigan. The discus-
sion focused on the Public
Defender’s role in human rights
protection and the importance of
observing the electoral process,
particularly in preventing hate
speech and ensuring political

confrontations adhere to ethical
norms.

Ambassador Dunnigan reiter-
ated the U.S. government’s com-
mitment to supporting the Of-
fice of the Public Defender. The
meeting also included the intro-

duction of Jamie Shufflebarger,
the new director of the Interna-
tional Bureau of Anti-Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Programs
(INL) at the U.S. Embassy in
Georgia.

Both parties expressed their
willingness to strengthen part-
nership relations.

M4EG in Georgia: EU-
supported contest
sends its winner to
Startup World Cup

Twelve Georgian startups
showcased their innovations at
the Georgian Startup Summit
and Startup World Cup Regional
Competition that took place in
Batumi at the end of August.

This year’s winner is TelAgri,
a startup that connects farmers
and specialists to share experi-
ences. The company will be head-
ing to Silicon Valley, USA, in
October to represent Georgia in
the Startup World Cup.

The summit aims to enhance
the startup ecosystem in Geor-
gia. With events like these, lo-
cal startups are getting the ex-
posure and support they need to
succeed.

The event was organised by
Startup Connect, with support
from the European Union in
Georgia and UNDP Georgia as
part of the ‘Mayors for Economic
Growth’ (M4EG) initiative.
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