The

#177 (5738)

“Impartial,

Hezzen

Informative, Insightful”

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2024

qer

WWW.MESSENGER.COM.GE

Georgian Prime Minister Threatens to Reevaluate
U.S.-Georgia Relations After Sanctions,
Meets with U.S. Ambassador

BY MESSENGER STAFF

Following the U.S. State Department’s
announcement of sanctions, Geor-
gian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze
met with U.S. Ambassador to Georgia,
Robin Dunnigan.

According to information released by
the Georgian government, Kobakhidze
expressed to the ambassador that the
U.S. is approaching a “critical threshold”
and warned that another similar decision
could lead to a “fundamental reassess-
ment of Georgian-American relations.”

The government’s statement further
mentioned that Kobakhidze “expressed
personal respect for the ambassador” but
also voiced concern over the State
Department’s recent sanctions.

“[Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze]
pointed out that with this decision, the
American side has approached a critical
threshold, and another similar move
could lead to a fundamental reassessment
of Georgia’s stance on Georgian-Ameri-
can relations. It was noted during the
meeting that the U.S. State
Department’s decision is aimed at im-
proving the opposition’s chances ahead of
the elections, but it is entirely counter-
productive. In reality, it will neither ben-
efit the opposition’s electoral results nor
intimidate the ruling party.”

The Prime Minister also asserted that,
on the contrary, the decision by the State
Department “will further strengthen the
public’s motivation to stand firmly in
defense of Georgia’s independence and

v

sovereignty on October 26,” according to
the government’s release.

The U.S. State Department recently
imposed sanctions on over 60 members
of the Georgian government and parlia-

ment, including their family members,
for undermining democracy. Additionally,
the U.S. Treasury Department sanctioned
senior officials from the Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs, including Zviad

Kharazishvili and his deputy, Miller
Lagazauri, as well as two members of the
pro-Russian and violent group Alt-Info,
Zura Makharaidze and Konstantine
Morgoshia.
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Significant Progress
Made in Talks Between
Mamuka Khazaradze
and Giorgi Gakharia,
Says Badri Japaridze

BY MESSENGER STAFF

adriJaparidze, Chair of the

Political Council of Lelo for
Georgia, has announced that sig-
nificant progress was made to-
day in negotiations between
Mamuka Khazaradze and Giorgi
Gakharia. However, the talks
will continue until a final agree-
ment is reached.

Speaking on TV channel For-
mula, Japaridze expressed hope
that “the agreement will be suc-
cessfully concluded.”

“During today’s meeting be-
tween Mamuka Khazaradze and
Giorgi Gakharia, significant
progress was achieved. Negotia-
tions of this nature are not con-
cluded in just one meeting. I be-

lieve it is premature to pause;
these talks will likely continue
until a final agreement is
reached. Once that happens, the
public will be informed, as there
is nothing to hide. When the
agreement is finalized—hope-
fully, successfully—the key
points will be shared with the
public to avoid any ambiguity or
uncertainty,” Japaridze stated.
He further clarified that the
position Khazaradze presented
during the meeting with
Gakharia at the Orbeliani Pal-
ace is aligned with the coalition
“For a Strong Georgia.”
“Mamuka Khazaradze is ne-
gotiating after consultations

CONTINUED ON Page 2
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with coalition members. There-
fore, the position he presents to
Giorgi Gakharia is the coalition’s
position. Naturally, we are in-
formed about the content of the
negotiations and the issues that
require further discussion with
the other side. There are no in-
ternal obstacles within the coa-
lition regarding the stance
Khazaradze has voiced. We need
to continue consultations with

100 Russian Ruble - 2.9577;

the other side to reach a com-
mon decision. We are ready to
proceed with these talks,”
Japaridze said.

He emphasized that the
coalition’s approach to the agree-
ment is driven by national in-
terests.

“We are pursuing this agree-
ment in the interest of the coun-
try. Defeating the Georgian
Dream is the key mission to save
the country. We understand and
see who 1s in charge today. We've

Swiss Franc - 3.1962

heard statements from the
Prime Minister and other Geor-
gian Dream spokespeople, and
we see the danger facing the
country with these individuals
in power. This threat must be
removed on October 26, and we
must face it head-on. All differ-
ences, personal grievances, and
other issues must be set aside
in favor of the country’s inter-
ests. This is the spirit in which
these negotiations have been con-
ducted,” Japaridze concluded.
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U.S. Helsinki
Commission Declares
Sanctions Against
Georgians as a Show of
Solidarity

The U.S. Helsinki Commis-
sion has announced that the re-
cent sanctions imposed by the
State Department on Georgian
officials are a demonstration of
American solidarity with the
Georgian people.

The commission emphasized
that actions going against the
will of the Georgian people vio-
late the country’s constitution.

In a statement, the commis-
sion said: “The sanctions im-
posed yesterday by the State
Department on representatives
of the Georgian government are
a clear show of American soli-
darity with the Georgian people.
The citizens of Georgia should be
able to exercise their right to
peaceful assembly without fear
for their health and safety. The
Georgian people deserve a gov-
ernment that upholds its own
laws and respects their freedoms.
Acting against the will of the
Georgian people contradicts the
nation’s constitution.”

The U.S. State Department
has imposed sanctions on over
60 members of the Georgian gov-
ernment and parliament, includ-
ing their family members, for
undermining democracy. Addi-
tionally, the U.S. Treasury De-
partment sanctioned high-rank-
ing officials from the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, including Zviad
Kharazishvili and his deputy
Miller Lagazauri, as well as two
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= The Georgian people deserve a government that adheres to their own

laws and respects their freedoms. Overriding the will of the Georgian
people contradicts the country’s own Constitution.
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Yesterday's State Department sanctions of Geordian government
officials are a demonstration of Americans' solidarity with Georgians.
The people of Georgia should be able to exercise their right to peaceful
assembly without fearing for their health & lives.

a, Matthew Miller & s @StateDeptSpox - Sep 16

Today, we sanctioned two officials and two other individuals for human rights
abuses and anti-democratic actions in Georgia. We also took steps to impose
visa restrictions on individuals contributing to the undermining of democracy.
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members of the pro-Russian and
violent group Alt-Info, Zura

Makharaidze and Konstantine
Morgoshia.

Russian Forces Illegally
Detain Two Georgian
Citizens Near Occupa-

tion Line, Says State
Security Service

Two Georgian citizens were
unlawfully detained by Russian

occupation forces near the village
of Mejvriskhevi in Gori munici-
pality, according to a report by
the State Security Service of Geor-
gia (SSSG) on September 17.
Following standard protocol,
the SSSG immediately activated

the EU Monitoring Mission’s
“hotline” upon receiving the in-
formation. The Geneva Interna-
tional Discussions (GID) Co-
Chairs and international part-
ners have also been notified.
The SSSG stated that “all
available mechanisms have been

activated” to ensure the swift re-
lease of the detained individuals,
emphasizing that “the occupying
power bears full responsibility for
all destructive actions carried out
in Georgia’s occupied territories
and along the occupation line.”
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English where possible.
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Thbilisi concerts of “Night Serenades” have started

International festival named after i  tor, Beatrice Venezi, the National Phil- Conservatoire. One of the outstanding a well-known pianist with a successful

ana Issakadze “Night Serenades” con- harmonic Orchestra and pianist Sandro pieces of Italian symphonic music was international career, Beatrice Venezi per-

tinues with concerts in Thbilisi. Nebieridze performed in the grand hall performed - Ottorino Respighi’s “Pinesof formed Rachmaninoff third piano con-
On September 15, the Italian conduc- of the Vano Sarajishvili Tbilisi State Rome”. Together with Sandro Nebieridze, certo.
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