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NATURE IN MINIATURE — A LIVING SCULPTURE
BONSAI

Bonsai does not require genetically-dwarfed trees but rather, depends on growing small trees from regular stock and se-
eds. It is an artful miniature replica of a full-grown tree in nature and is a work of art - a synthesis of fantasy, harmony and
nature. Bonsai — literally ‘tray planting’- is the Japanese art of growing and shaping miniature trees in shallow containers.
Following the precise tenets of bonsai pruning and training, the tree remains small, while retaining the shape of a natural
adult tree. The article deals with the issues of bonsai growth, height classification, and bonsai styles created by the Japa-
nese in appropriate Japanese terms that are used throughout the world, as well as with an unwanted intervention which is
likely to result in damage to the plant. Bonsai needs long-term care. “Finished” bonsai should be a naturally refined plant.

Keywords: bonsai, dwarf plant, tray planting, shallow container, nature in miniature, bonsai growth height, styles
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