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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

In a strongly worded message released
on Georgia’s Day of Diplomacy, Presi-

dent Salome Zourabichvili criticized Geor-
gian diplomats, accusing them of silence
concerning shifts in Georgia’s foreign
policy. Zourabichvili, who established the
Day of Diplomacy twenty years ago to
honor Georgian diplomat and writer
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, expressed regret
that the anniversary was marred by cur-
rent diplomatic challenges.

“I can’t congratulate you on Diplomacy
Day!” Zourabichvili wrote. “Despite the
fact that 20 years ago it was on my ini-
tiative that this important date was es-
tablished, which is connected with the
name and work of Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani, and we should celebrate such
an anniversary with pride! No, can’t, no
desire to congratulate, no feeling of pride!
It is embarrassing, to say the least, to
mention him today, when the government
is trampling the long-awaited European
path, when the majority of diplomats
meet the steps taken towards Russia with
silence and do not protest.”

Zourabichvili’s comments emphasized
her concerns over Georgian diplomacy’s
perceived passivity in the face of growing
Russian influence and what she describes
as a shift away from European integra-
tion. She accused Georgian ambassadors
in key European capitals of “sitting in

President Zourabichvili Criticizes Georgian
Diplomats’ Silence on National Diplomacy Day

Brussels, Washington, and many other
European capitals” without voicing objec-
tions or concerns. “If you don’t dare to
resign, you can’t raise your voice, or ex-
press a different opinion, then what are
you left with? Are you so afraid?! What
peace, what dignity, what professional-
ism?”

The president’s comment reflects her
longstanding commitment to Georgia’s
European path, a sentiment that she ar-
gues is closely tied to Orbeliani’s legacy.
“Especially since Sulkhan-Saba is one of
the main figures of our European aspira-
tions. The European way, which we can
reach only through diplomacy,” she
stated.

Zourabichvili also expressed alarm over
Georgian diplomats’ failure to advocate
and protect the rights of Georgian citi-
zens abroad, including the right to vote.
She claimed diplomats have been “frozen,
disappeared, hidden in embassies like in
holes, no one heard their voice.” She con-
tinued, “Peace is in danger when the
country is not good at diplomacy! Free-
dom is in danger when those who serve
the state are afraid of their own land!”

Zourabichvili accused diplomats of at-
tempting to fade into obscurity out of fear.
“But history will remember you. Don’t
mention Sulkhan-Saba; Mentioning him
can’t help you, and you’re casting a
shadow to his name!” she stated.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Ana Natsvlishvili, a member of the Strong Georgia coalition,
addressed the media, responding to recent investigative reports

by TV Pirveli alleging election fraud. She claimed the reports sup-
port her coalition’s stance that the government manipulated the
election, arguing that these actions should be investigated by an
international mission.

“We are stating that the gravest crime has been committed,
with clear signs of Russian interference in Georgian elections, along-
side evidence of multiple criminal acts. This situation demands an
urgent international investigation,” Natsvlishvili said.

She criticised the Georgian Dream-led government’s approach
to election oversight, calling the prosecutor’s office a “pocket pros-
ecutor” unable to impartially investigate such incidents. According
to Natsvlishvili, those involved in the alleged scheme “clearly had
an absolute guarantee of impunity.” She argued that without such
assurances, no one “would have participated in this criminal
scheme.”

“The impunity syndrome we see is directly due to law enforce-
ment agencies, including the prosecutor’s office, which has neglected
investigations for years, allowing evidence from important cases to
disappear,” she stated.

Natsvlishvili argued that if Georgian law enforcement genuinely
wanted to address the alleged election irregularities, they would
not need media investigations to prompt them into action. Instead,
she called for an “extraordinary investigative mechanism” led by
the European Union to ensure an impartial review of the evidence.

“In our view, this mechanism should be established by the EU,
allowing for an unbiased analysis of the events without any con-
flicts of interest,” she explained. Natsvlishvili affirmed that her
coalition would continue to pursue both local and international ef-
forts to gather and present evidence of election tampering.

Strong Georgia Coalition
Calls for International

Investigation into Alleged
Election Fraud
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The News in Brief

BY MALKHZ MATSABERIDZE

The 2024 parliamentary elec-
tions in Georgia were

marked by a referendum-like
significance. As with many pre-
vious post-Soviet elections in
Georgia, they were hailed as cru-
cial for the country’s future—
sometimes justifiably so, other
times exaggeratedly. This time,
however, nearly everyone agreed
that the October 26 election was
not merely a typical vote but a
defining moment that would
shape the nation’s foreign and
domestic policies for years to
come.

The ruling party, Bidzina
Ivanishvili’s Georgian Dream,
which has held power for 12
years, faced off against pro-West-
ern forces represented by four
opposition entities — formed
around the United National
Movement, For the People, Lelo,
and Giorgi Gakharia’s party.
These opposition groups hoped to
cross the 5% threshold needed to
challenge the ruling party and
form a coalition government.
Meanwhile, Georgian Dream
sought a constitutional majority
to execute a controversial
agenda that included distancing
Georgia from the West and po-
tentially realigning it with Rus-

sia. Their campaign focused on
policies like prosecuting pro-
Western forces, preventing the
so-called “second front” narra-
tive, declaring Orthodox Chris-
tianity the state religion, and
claiming to restore territorial
integrity, despite the unlikeli-
hood of Russian cooperation.

In contrast, the opposition
promised a pro-Western path, as
outlined in a charter proposed by
President Salome Zourabichvili.
This document, signed by the
opposition, pledged to repeal un-
democratic laws, fulfil EU con-
ditions, and lead Georgia back
to genuine democratic processes.

However, the aftermath of the
elections thrust Georgia into a
deep political crisis. The official
results, which declared “Geor-
gian Dream” as the winner with
54% of the vote, were immedi-
ately contested by the opposition,
who accused the ruling party of
total election fraud and power
usurpation. Initially, exit polls
had led opposition parties to cel-
ebrate a supposed victory, with
discussions about a coalition gov-
ernment already underway. But
when the Central Election Com-
mission (CEC) announced that
the Georgian Dream had won
decisively, ruling party support-
ers celebrated, leaving the oppo-

sition disoriented yet resolute by
the next morning, armed with
allegations of election irregulari-
ties and claims of systemic fraud.

“Georgian Dream” dismissed
the protests as mere posturing,
drawing parallels to the 2020
elections, when initial opposition
boycotts ultimately dissipated,
allowing the ruling party to hold
onto power. However, this time,
the circumstances differ drasti-
cally. One significant change is
President Zourabichvili’s stance;
she declared the elections
fraudulent, a move she had re-
frained from making in 2020.
Standing with her were repre-
sentatives from the four main
opposition coalitions, all reject-
ing the results.

Western observers and politi-
cians have also reacted more
critically than in 2020. Back
then, leaders like Charles Michel
actively sought to mediate, en-
couraging collaboration with the
Georgian Dream. But this time,
Western leaders appear scepti-
cal of the Georgian Dream’s com-
mitment to Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration. Just four days after the
election, the European Union
announced a suspension of inte-
gration efforts with Georgia, cit-
ing failed EU criteria and poorly
conducted elections.

According to the constitution,
the president must convene the
newly elected parliament within
ten days of finalising results, but
Zourabichvili has declared her
refusal, citing fraudulent prac-
tices. She, along with the oppo-
sition, is calling for an investi-
gation into these alleged viola-
tions and demanding new elec-
tions overseen by an interna-
tional administration, as they no
longer trust the “Georgian
Dream”-controlled CEC.

In response, Georgian Dream
has proposed a local investiga-
tion into these claims, summon-
ing President Zourabichvili for
questioning—a move seen by
many as signalling a biased in-
vestigation. The opposition, in
turn, has no faith in a domestic
inquiry and insists on an inter-
national investigation, which
“Georgian Dream” rejects.

In the meantime, “Georgian
Dream” remains resolute in its
stance that the elections were
legitimate, and it does not plan
to reassess the results. With 89
of the 150 seats, they theoreti-
cally hold a quorum to form a
parliament even if the president
and opposition refuse to convene
it. This “self-convening” plan
would allow the ruling party to
validate the parliament’s au-

thority, disregarding opposition
claims. They also hope that
eventually some opposition mem-
bers will relent and enter par-
liament, lending it a semblance
of legitimacy.

The looming constitutional
crisis is further complicated by
Zourabichvili’s term ending in
November. The next president
will be selected not by popular
vote but by an electoral college,
primarily composed of local gov-
ernment representatives domi-
nated by the Georgian Dream.
Rumours have already circu-
lated that Ivanishvili himself
might be nominated for the
presidency — a prospect likely
to trigger even larger waves of
protest and further destabilise
an already fragile political land-
scape.

Georgia now stands at a cross-
roads, its future suspended be-
tween two opposing visions: one
aligned with Western values, the
other inching closer to Russia.
The stakes of the October 26 elec-
tion were high, and with both
sides entrenched in their posi-
tions, Georgia’s path forward
remains uncertain, with the pos-
sibility of mass protests and pro-
longed political unrest on the
horizon.

Georgia Plunges into Political Crisis Following
Disputed Election Results
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Central Election
Commission Defends

Accreditation of
Russian Propagandist

Amid Controversy

The Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) of Georgia issued a
statement on November 2 defend-
ing its decision to grant accredi-
tation to Alexander Malkevich, a
Russian government propagan-
dist. The CEC clarified that the
accreditation was “granted in
accordance with electoral legisla-

tion,” and that it has “no
access to the legal status
of this or that person,” sug-
gesting it is not within the
Commission’s purview to
assess applicants’ back-
grounds.

This response came a day
after the pro-opposition TV
station Pirveli reported that
Malkevich, known for his
close ties to Kremlin propa-
ganda networks, had not
only visited Georgia on the
October 26 election day but
also received official CEC ac-
creditation to observe the

event. Malkevich’s presence has
sparked criticism, particularly
given his history of involvement in
disinformation efforts supporting
Russian interests.

Natia Ioseliani, the spokesper-
son for the CEC, addressed the

issue during a briefing. Ioseliani
emphasized that the Commis-
sion grants media accreditation
to both local and foreign journal-
ists through a straightforward
process, typically requiring ap-
plicants to submit relevant in-
formation by email. If the pro-
vided documents meet electoral
requirements, the CEC pro-
cesses the application accord-
ingly. Ioseliani accused un-
named “interested parties” of
attempting to discredit the Com-
mission and its Chairman,
Giorgi Kalandarishvili, by high-
lighting that the accreditation
request had been sent directly to
Kalandarishvili. She clarified
that it is standard protocol for
all accreditation applications to
be addressed to the Chairperson.

Public Defender Levan
Ioseliani Refrains from

Judging Election
Legitimacy, Draws

Criticism from Former
Ombudsman

Public Defender Levan
Ioseliani stated that he could not
comment on the legitimacy of

recent election results, as the
Public Defender’s Office did not
observe the elections. When
asked if he believed the elections
were conducted in a free and
democratic manner, Ioseliani re-
sponded, “This question is not

addressed to the Public Defender.
Neither I nor any public defender
who has been in Georgia has as-
sessed the legitimacy of the elec-
tions, since this is not the man-
date of the public defender. We
are not an observation organiza-
tion; we did not observe.”

His statement has prompted
criticism from former Public De-
fender Nino Lomjaria, who ar-

gued that the mandate of the Pub-
lic Defender includes oversight of
electoral rights. “300,000 people
did not cheat, 1 voted instead of
100 people. Over the years, the
reputation of the Ombudsman
Institute has stood on the dedica-

tion of people, adherence to values
and professional conscience, and
at least respect the work of your
employees. And yes, your mandate
covers the right to vote (Article 24
of the Constitution), it is your
mandate to protect and supervise
the free expression of the voter’s
will, and please fulfill your consti-
tutional obligation in good faith,”
Lomjaria wrote.


