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Teimuraz Khutsishvili 
Levan Tsikarishvili 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF A FEW MONUMENTS MENTIONED IN THE
WRITINGS OF BASILI ZARZMELI AND ABUSERIDZE TBELI 

Kveli Monastery Orgharti and Shuartkli churches 

 

Christian culture is known to have always held a very

important place in Western civilization therefore Christian

literature or architectural archaeological monuments will always

be the foundation of research and study  

Tao Klarjeta is a part of historical southern Georgia Meskheti

located in the territory of modern Turkey in the basin of the

Chorokhi River and the upper reaches of the Mtkvari Basin

Among them is Samtskhe part of which is located in the

Posof/Ardahan district of Ardahan Artan province of modern

day Turkey Here we have identified and recorded the remains

of Christian monuments which appear in the Georgian religious

historical literature of the Middle Ages however their location

was unknown that is until now  

Several written works in Georgian and Russian languages were

devoted to Basil Zarzmeli's 9th 10th century hagiographic work

"Life of Serapion" There are a few Western publications as

well Peeters P 1917 In Analecta Bollandiana Rayfield D

2000  

The religious historical work of hymnographer prose writer

and astronomer Abuserisdze Tbeli dated 1233 "Miracles of the

Holy Archmartyr Giorgi …" contains information about the history

and life of the 13th century Southern Georgia and is of special

interest As far as we know there is no information about these

works in Western literature  



 6 

Several monasteries and churches are mentioned in the above

writings which were not identified with a specific architectural

or archaeological monument Among them are Kveli Monastery

St George's Cathedral of Orgharti Churches of John the Baptist

and St George of Shuartkali  

Basili Zarzmeli and Abuserisdze Tbeli are canonized by the

Georgian Orthodox Church  

Our expeditionary and other research works made it possible

to specify the location of the mentioned monastery and

churches The geographical coordinates and relationship to

modern Turkish settlements were determined the current

condition of the buildings was described and photo fixation and

approximate dating were also done  

This was made possible by the expeditionary works carried

out by Caucasus University and the Research Center of Culture

and Tourism Resources of Georgia which were carried out by a

group of researchers between 2003 2022 The group included

Teimuraz Khutsishvili leader Davit Gachechiladze Ana Gela-

shvili Bebur Gozalishvili Ana Imedashvili Shalva Koghuashvili

Davit Maisuradze Levan Tsikarishvili and Nana Khuskivadze  

The material will be of great value and especially useful to

both people who are interested in Christian and Georgian culture

and for specialists who have a professional interest in religious

historical literature and Christian architecture  
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Constantine Porphyrogenitus [Κωνσταντῖνος Πορφυρογέννητος]

De Administrando Imperio 1967 Moravcsik Gyula ed

Dumbarton Oaks Washington  

Peeters P 1917 II Vie de S Georges l'Hagiorite pp 69 159

III Vie de S Sérapion de Zarzma pp 159 207 IV Vie de S

Grégoire de Khandztha pp 207 309 In Analecta Bollandiana

Revue critique d’hagiographie Bruxelles vol XXXVI  

Reyfield D 2000 The Literature of Georgia A History Second

edition Routledge London and New York  

 

 

Памятники древнегрузинской агиографической литературы

1956 Перевод исследования и примечания K Кекелидзе

Тбилиси  

Подробная карта Кавказского края 1869 1914 с приле-

гающими частями Турции и Персии в масштабе 5 верст в
дюйме – 1 210 000 2 1 км в 1 см – Факсимильное издание

1869 1914 гг  

Садовский К 1886 Посховский участок Ардаганского ок-

руга Карсской области” в кн Сборник Материалов для

Описания Местностей и Племен Кавказа Выпуск V Тифлис

Издание Управления Кавказского Учебного Округа  
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Такайшвили Е 1907 [ Разбор грузинских надписей на камнях, 

доставленных из Поцховского участка в Церковный Музей 

Грузинского Экзархата ] Археологические экскурсии разыс-

кания и заметки Выпуск III Отд отт из II вып Известий

Кавк Отд Имп Моск Арх Общ Тифлис Типография К П

Козловского  

Уварова П 1894 Посховский участок в кн Материалы по

Археологии Кавказа собранные экспедициями Императорского

Московского Археологического Общества снаряженными на

Высочайше дарованные средства выпуск IV под ред

графини Уваровой Христианские Памятники Москва  

 
 
 
 
 



 32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teimuraz Khutsishvili 
Levan Tsikarishvili 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF A FEW MONUMENTS MENTIONED
IN THE WRITINGS OF BASILI ZARZMELI

AND ABUSERIDZE TBELI 

Kveli Monastery Orgharti and Shuartkli churches 

 


