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On November 19, Georgian
President Salome

Zourabichvili broadcasted a
video address marking the
1,000th day since Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. In her address,
she celebrated Ukraine’s unwa-
vering resistance and high-
lighted its broader significance
in defending European freedom.

“For 1,000 days, you, Ukrai-
nian friends, have been fighting
to defend your country, your in-
dependence, and your freedom,”
Zourabichvili said. She empha-
sized that Ukraine’s fight goes
beyond its own borders, repre-
senting a broader struggle for all
European nations standing
against Russian imperialism
and territorial expansion. “And
you are waging this fight on be-
half of us, on behalf of everyone,
and on behalf of all Europeans
who want to defend freedom
against Russian imperialism
and Russia’s desire to annex the
territory of its neighbors.”

Zourabichvili expressed soli-
darity with Ukraine and reiter-
ated that their struggle would
never be forgotten. “This
struggle of yours, dear Ukrainian
friends, will never be forgotten,”

President Zourabichvili Broadcasts Video Address on
1,000 Days Since the Russian Invasion of Ukraine

she added.
The president also made a

pointed connection between
Ukraine’s resistance and
Georgia’s own ongoing chal-
lenges with Russia.

Zourabichvili referenced protests
in occupied Abkhazia, where
Georgian citizens are opposing
Russia’s attempts to further an-
nex the region. “And it may be a
coincidence, but certainly not,

that today, in occupied Abkhazia,
our citizens are opposing another
attempt by Russia to annex
Abkhazia,” she said.

The President expressed con-
fidence that Russia’s efforts in

both Ukraine and Georgia would
fail, emphasizing that “wherever
people fight for freedom and in-
dependence, they will win every-
where.”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

On November 19, the 122nd Incident Prevention and
Response Mechanism (IPRM) meeting was held

near Ergneti, close to the Tskhinvali occupation line.
Key discussions revolved around the illegal detention of
Georgian citizens by Tskhinvali’s occupying forces and
ongoing “borderization” activities.

Irakli Antadze, deputy director of the analytical de-
partment of Georgia’s State Security Service, high-
lighted the continued efforts to secure the release of nine
Georgian citizens currently detained. “Active work is
ongoing with support from international partners to
ensure their return,” he stated.

The meeting also addressed the “borderization” pro-
cess, where occupying forces erect physical barriers along
the occupation line. Antadze reiterated the Georgian
government’s stance that these actions disrupt freedom
of movement and provoke severe incidents, urging an
end to such activities.

Another key issue was the restricted operation of
crossing points along the occupation line. The Georgian
government criticized the current allowance of ten op-
erational days per month as inadequate and called for
daily crossings to better serve the local population.

The unresolved case of Tamaz Ginturi, a Georgian
citizen allegedly murdered by occupying forces, was also
raised. Antadze emphasized that justice for Ginturi and
other victims remains a priority for the central govern-
ment.

The next IPRM meeting is scheduled for early Feb-
ruary 2025, continuing the dialogue on these pressing
issues.

122nd IPRM Meeting Focuses on Detentions
and Borderization
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Weather
Wednesday, November 20

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 14°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 7°C

Thursday, November 21

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 16°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 5°C
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Politics / Economics
Exchange Rates:   US Dollar - 2.7397;    Euro - 2.8942; GBP - 3.4624;     100 Russian Ruble - 2.7332;       Swiss Franc - 3.1034
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Abkhazia’s De Facto President Resigns Amid Ongoing Protests
and Russian Pressure

The parliament of occupied Abkhazia voted to accept the resignation of de facto
president Aslan Bzhania, following protests sparked by the controversial “Invest-
ment Agreement with Russia.” The decision came after several days of unrest, which
began on November 15, when demonstrators stormed the so-called parliament and
presidential buildings in opposition to plans to ratify the agreement that would allow
Russian ownership of land and property in the region.

In the vote, 31 “deputies” participated, with two ballots declared invalid. De facto
Vice President Badra Gunba will assume the role of acting “president”, while former
“speaker” Valeri Bganba was appointed as the de facto prime minister.

According to a statement released by the press service of the de facto president,
Bzhania’s resignation was made to preserve stability and uphold constitutional or-
der in the region. His resignation comes after growing discontent among the popula-
tion, particularly over Abkhazia’s closer ties with Russia, which included a decision
by Moscow to cut funding to the region in September.

Geostat: Georgia’s Foreign Trade Rises by 5.5% in 2024
Preliminary data from Geostat indicates that Georgia’s foreign trade grew by

5.5% year-on-year in January-October 2024, reaching a total value of USD 19.025

billion. Exports rose by 7.4% to USD 5.468 billion, while imports increased by 4.8%
to USD 13.557 billion, leaving a trade deficit of USD 8.089 billion, which accounts
for 42.5% of trade turnover.

Turkey emerged as Georgia’s top trade partner with USD 2.636 billion in trade
volume, followed by Russia, the United States, China, and Germany. Kyrgyzstan
led as the largest export destination with USD 1.048 billion, while Turkey domi-
nated imports with USD 2.219 billion.

The European Bank for Re-
construction and Develop-

ment (EBRD) has announced a
landmark investment at the
29th annual United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference in
Baku (COP29), financing two
utility-scale solar projects in
Azerbaijan alongside the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) and
the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB).

The three multilateral devel-
opment banks will each provide
US$ 160 million, supporting the
construction of two solar power

EBRD provides financing for Azerbaijan’s largest
ever solar projects at COP29

plants in Azerbaijan.
The 445 MW and 315 MW

solar parks in Bilasuvar and
Neftchala are the largest renew-
able energy projects in the
Caucasus. They are expected to
operate from 2027.

“We are very pleased to be fi-
nancing these solar plants, the
largest to date in the Caucasus,
saving over 600,000 tonnes of
CO2 annually,” said Nandita
Parshad, Managing Director of
the EBRD’s Sustainable Infra-
structure Group: “In addition to
the real-world impact of power-
ing up to 300,000 homes with
green energy, this significant
investment will transform the
entire renewable energy market
in the region.”

(euneighbourseast.eu)
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An evening full of emotions took place on
November 17 in the Georgian capital where
the celebrations of the IX Week of Italian
Cuisine in the world began!

The absolute protagonist of the first long-
awaited event, organized by the Italian Em-

And the award goes… to His Excellency Pizza!
bassy in Tbilisi in collaboration with ICE-
ITA as part of #SCIM24, #pizza, the most
well-known and consumed Italian dish ev-
erywhere and one of the most famous sym-
bols of Italian cuisine.

In the multifunctional space of

ExpoGeorgia, pizza makers and pizza enthu-
siasts gathered to celebrate one of the most
loved and appreciated dishes in the world. The
professionals of some Italian pizzerias present
in Tbilisi challenged each other in a competi-
tion in the name of fun and love for pizza, an

iconic dish, simple but extraordinary, and tried
to amaze the jury and the public with unique
flavor combinations by proposing pizza pre-
pared in all its flavors and versions. A real
party, crowded and full of emotions, laughter
and passion for Italian cuisine!
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