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Zourabichvili Urges Constitutional Court to

Address Election Violation

BY MESSENGER STAFF

resident Salome

Zourabichvili has stated
that in the coming days, the
most crucial matter will be for
the Constitutional Court to be-
gin reviewing the appeal filed re-
garding election violations.
Zourabichvili made this remark
after meeting with parties that
have signed the Georgian Char-
ter.

According to Zourabichvili,
the Constitutional Court now has
a unique opportunity to resolve
the country’s political crisis.

“As for the direction political
parties and society are collec-
tively heading, what has become
clear today and will become even
clearer in the coming period as
we hold further meetings, is that
we are not only remaining
within the constitutional frame-
work, but the first step and ac-
tion, which must begin even this
evening, is to exert pressure on
the Constitutional Court. The
Constitutional Court and its
judges have an extraordinary
and historically unique opportu-
nity to resolve this deep national

crisis within the political and
constitutional framework, a cri-
sis whose direction and outcome
remain uncertain.

Instead of taking action, the
Constitutional Court has not yet

even scheduled a hearing.
Thus, the efforts of political
parties, society, activists, judges,
and lawyers in the coming days
must focus on ensuring that a
hearing is scheduled and that

the Constitutional Court reviews
the appeal. A positive resolution
of this matter will return us to
a constitutional framework,”
Zourabichvili stated.

On November 19, President

s Amid Political Crisis

Salome Zourabichvili submitted
an appeal to the Constitutional
Court regarding violations of the
principles of electoral secrecy and
universality.

Tensions Rise as Protesters Demand
Changes at Georgian Public Broadcaster

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

n December 1, protests in
front of the Georgian Pub-
lic Broadcaster (GBP) intensified
as demonstrators blocked traffic
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after the channel’s leadership re-
fused to meet with them. The pro-
testers, calling for the resigna-
tion of GBP’s Director Tinatin
Berdzenishvili and Board Chair
Vasil Maglaperidze, demanded

that the broadcaster provide
equal airtime for opposition lead-
ers and President Salome
Zourabichvili. GBP responded by
stating that it was willing to al-
low President Zourabichvili to

speak “even today.”

The conflict between the GBP
and the protesters escalated af-
ter the channel issued an official
statement, accusing opposition
TV channels of putting “unprec-

/" amyand

edented pressure” on the broad-
caster, which it said hindered its
ability to perform its duties. The
GBP also condemned the use of
violence and disproportionate
force against journalists during
the protests, calling on authori-
ties to investigate and ensure
journalists’ safety.

This protest follows months of
growing discontent over what
many see as the GBP’s biased
coverage, with accusations that
it predominantly airs content
favoring the ruling Georgian
Dream party. Maglaperidze, a
former deputy chair of Georgian
Dream, has faced criticism for
his role in allegedly censoring
opposition voices.

Earlier on November 30, jour-
nalists and activists had camped
outside the GBP building, de-
manding that the channel
broadcast a broader spectrum of
political opinions. This led to a
special live broadcast where op-
position figures, journalists, and
ordinary citizens involved in the
protests spoke out.

The GBP is publicly funded,
with an annual budget allocation
of GEL 110.3 million for 2024.
Tensions between the broadcaster
and the ruling party flared in
November 2023 over changes to
its funding scheme, although the
issue was later resolved. Despite
these efforts, accusations of cen-
sorship and government bias re-
main a significant issue for the
channel, especially amidst the
ongoing protests.
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Exchange Rates: US Dollar - 2.7794;

Euro - 2.9348;

GBP - 3.5259;

100 Russian Ruble - 2.5750;

Swiss Franc - 3.1555
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U.S. Helsinki Commission
Expresses Solidarity with
Georgian Protestors,
Condemns Government
Repression
+, COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND

EUROPE

=/ COOPERATION IN
U. S, HELSINKI COMMISSION

Cohen emphasized that the Georgian
government’s actions, such as appoint-
ing a new government without opposition
participation or presidential approval,
were “in contravention of Georgia’s con-
stitution,” thus rendering it “illegiti-
mate”.

The U.S. representatives expressed

CHAIRMAN-WILSON AND RANKING MEMBER

COHEN EXPRESS THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH THE
GEORGIAN PEOPLE

Friday, November 29, 2024, 2:30 pm

WASHINGTON—Today, U.S. Helsinki Commission Chairman Representative Joe Wilson (SC-02) and
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Ranking Member Re{

On November 29, U.S. Helsinki Com-
mission Chairman Rep. Joe Wilson and
Ranking Member Rep. Steve Cohen is-
sued a statement in support of Georgian
citizens who have been protesting against
the Georgian Dream (GD) party’s deci-
sion to suspend the country’s European
Union accession process. The statement
condemned the violence directed at peace-
ful protestors, emphasizing that “those
peaceful protests were met with extreme
violence,” which the representatives con-
demned “in the harshest terms possible.”

The statement also highlighted con-
cerns over the legitimacy of the Georgian
government, pointing to evidence that the
GD government manipulated the
country’s October elections to maintain
its hold on power and obstruct the Geor-
gian people’s “unequivocal aspirations for
Euro-Atlantic integration”. Wilson and

their continued support for the Georgian
people’s efforts to restore democracy, urg-
ing both the current and incoming U.S.
administrations to assist in “the fight to
restore democracy and freedom.” They
concluded their statement by calling for
the U.S. State Department to hold ac-
countable those responsible for violating
the right to peacefully protest and elect
leaders.

GYLA Reports Over 200
Arrests and Violations During
Thilisi Protests Against
Georgian Dream’s
EU Suspension

The Georgian Young Lawyers’ Asso-
ciation (GYLA) reported over 200 arrests
during protests in Thilisi from Novem-
ber 28 to December 1, following the Geor-

gian Dream party’s decision to suspend
the country’s bid for European Union
membership until 2028. The arrests in-
cluded minors, women, journalists, and
members of the cultural sector and non-
governmental organizations.

phones. The group condemned the disre-
gard for legal standards during trials,
making it difficult for lawyers to effec-
tively represent their clients.

In response to these violations, GYLA
has called for the immediate release of
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GYLA’s statement highlighted disturb-
ing conditions during the protests, includ-
ing reports of police brutality, psychologi-
cal violence, and a lack of adequate medi-
cal care for detainees. Additionally, many
detainees reported the theft or loss of per-
sonal belongings, including mobile

all detainees, the cessation of proceedings
against them, and full legal protection of
detainees’ rights. The organization em-
phasized the need for lawyers to have full
access to their clients and for detainees
to receive appropriate medical treatment.

Euro166 million
boost for youth
volunteering
in 2025

On November 29, the Euro-
pean Commission published the
2025 European Solidarity Corps
call which supports the partici-
pation of young people in volun-
teering activities in communi-
ties across the EU and beyond.

The Euro166 million budget
allocated for 2025 represents a
significant increase compared to
previous years, due to the recov-
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ery of funds from COVID-19
years, when many volunteering ties promoting environmental
sustainability, digital skillsand tinue to provide relief to people
fleeing Russia’s war of aggres-

activities could not take place.
The 2025 call will again support

volunteering projects and activi-

literacy, inclusion and diversity,

active citizenship, and more.
Dedicated actions will con-

the Commission has released the
European Solidarity Corps 2021-
2023 Report, which showcases
the programme’s impact in those

sion against
Ukraine.
Participants
can engage in
a wide range
of inspiring
solidarity ac-
| tivities focus-
ing on prior-
ity areas
such as so-
cial inclu-
sion, green
and digital
transition,
democratic
participa-
tion, and
health-re-
lated issues.

Together
with the call,

years, and how it contributed to
fostering solidarity across the
globe. In 2021-2023, the
programme offered opportunities
to more than 66,000 young
people to tackle societal and hu-
manitarian challenges.

The Corps is open to people
between 18 and 30 years old,
extended to between 18 and 35
years old for volunteering in sup-
port of humanitarian aid activi-
ties outside the EU. Interested
young people should register on
the European Solidarity Corps
portal, where they can find par-
ticipating organisations. Groups
of young people registered on the
Portal may also apply for fund-
ing for solidarity projects which
they lead.
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article or news item please

contact.

All contributions should be
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The Messenger Georgia’s

English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.



