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ON THE TRUMP PARADOX

What does Donald Trump's
second term as POTUS mean

for America and the world? PAGE 4
US President Donald Trump. Photo by Morry Gash/Pool/AFP/Getty Images

"They Have a Plan, and It VWasn't Drawn in Tbilisi" - MEP

Austrevicius on Georgian Dream's Kremlin Playbook

INTERVIEW BY VAZHA TAVBERIDZE IN BRUSSELS

hen I look at Georgia, I'm very
pessimistic...our line should be
that if we don’t do something, it
will cost us. We are about to lose
a partner - Petras AuStrevicius
tells Radio Free Europe’s Georgian Service. We sat
down with him to speak about the root of that pes-
simism, drawing on the Belarus example, the stand-
off between Brussels and Tbilisi, and asking just how
much EU support he thinks Georgia can expect.

TODAY’S DEVELOPMENTS IN GEORGIA
ARE VERY OFTEN COMPARED TO
WHAT TRANSPIRED IN BELARUS

IN 2020. DO YOU THINK THE
COMPARISON IS APT? SHOULD WE
EXPECT A SIMILAR OUTCOME?

Idon't know which way things will play out in Geor-
gia, maybe not exactly the same way as they did in
Belarus. But for Russia, any country that wants to go
towards Europe is unacceptable, and they are look-
ing for every opportunity to make them change course
and present it as if the country has failed, so it had
“better come back to Mother Russia.”

Continued on page 6

Petras Austrevicius. Photo: Delfi/Domantas Pipas
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Ukraine Latest: Russia R
Trump's Ultimatum on E

President Trump looks on after signing executive orders inside the Capital One Arena. REUTERS/Brian Snyder

COMPILED BY ANA DUMBADZE

ussia has given its first
response to Donald Trump’s
ultimatum calling on
Vladimir Putin to engage in
eace talks or see his

Ukraine invasion end “the hard way”.
Writing on his Truth Social platform,
Trump said: “We can do it the easy way,
or the hard way - and the easy way is
always better. It’s time to MAKE A

DEAL.”

The US president said he would be

forced to put “high levels of Taxes, Tar-
iffs, and Sanctions” on anything sold by
Russia if Putin refused to negotiate an
end to his war.

Russia’s deputy UN ambassador Dmitry
Polyanskiy said Moscow will have to see
what Mr. Trump thinks a “deal” to end the
war in Ukraine means, and that the Krem-
lin sees it as a “question of addressing the
root causes of the Ukrainian crisis”.

Vladimir Putin believes key war goals
in the “special military operation” in
Ukraine have already been met, sources
aware of the matter inside the Kremlin
said.

Thesekey war goals, Putin said, include

the control of land that connects main-
land Russia to Crimea, and weakening
Ukraine’s military, reported Reuters.

Last year, Russia made its most sig-
nificant territorial gains since the early
days of the war, and it now controls
nearly a fifth of Ukraine.

Putin has said that Russia can fight on
as long as it takes and that Moscow will
never bow before another power over
key national interests.

On the frontline, Moscow and Kyiv are
seeking battlefield gains to strengthen
their negotiating positions ahead of any
prospective talks to end the three-year-
old war.

esponds to

nding War as
1,000 North Koreans Killed in Kursk

ONE DEAD, 25 INJURED

IN RUSSIAN STRIKE ON
ZAPORIZHZHIA

At least one person was killed and 25
others wounded in a Russian drone and
missile attackon the southeastern Ukrain-
ian city of Zaporizhzhia, regional officials
said Thursday.

More than 20,000 residents were also
left without power and another 17,000
without heating as a result of the over-
night attack, according to governor Ivan
Fedorov, who said an energy facility had
been destroyed.

Russiahascarried outregular air strikes
on Ukrainian towns and cities behind
the frontline of its three-year-old inva-
sion, targeting the country’s weakened
energy grid in particular.

AROUND 1,000 NORTH
KOREANS KILLED IN KURSK
FIGHTING UKRAINE,

OFFICIALS SAY

North Korea has suffered nearly 40%
casualties among its forces fighting
alongside Russia in the western Kursk
region, Western officials told the BBC.

Out of the estimated 11,000 troops sent
from North Korea, 4,000 were battle
casualties in just three months of fight-
ing - including those killed, wounded,
missing or captured - the officials said
on condition of anonymity.

Of these 4,000 losses, nearly 1,000 are
believed to have been killed by mid-
January.

Ukrainian officials are yet to release
their own tally. North Korea has not
issued any comment on the presence of
its troops inside Russia.

KYIV WILL NOT AGREE TO
RUSSIAN DEMANDS TO CUT
MILITARY - ZELENSKY
Ukraine will not agree to Russiandemands
that it drastically reduces the size of its
military in a future peace agreement,

President Volodymyr Zelensky said on
Tuesday.

Speakingat the World Economic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland, Zelensky warned
that Russian President Vladimir Putin
would demand that Ukraine reduce its
military five-fold.

“This is what he wants. We will not
allow this to happen,” Zelensky said.

DRONES ATTACK CITY NEAR
ZAPORIZHZHIA NUCLEAR
PLANT, OFFICIALS SAY
Russia-installed officials in Ukraine’s
partly-occupied Zaporizhzhia region
said Ukrainian drones attacked Ener-
hodar, a city serving the Russian-held
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.

“Thisisaterroristact,” Russia-installed
acting mayor Maksim Pukha told Rus-
sia’s RIA news agency, saying civil infra-
structure and residential areas had been
targeted. “Peaceful residents should in
no way be targets of such an attack.”

Eachsidehasaccused the other of risk-
ing a nuclear catastrophe by attacking
the station. Monitors from the UN’s
nuclear watchdog, the International
Atomic Energy Agency, are permanently
stationed at the plant.

Russian media quoted the city’s author-
ities as saying at least four drones had
attacked Enerhodar. It said there were
no casualties, and no details on damage
were provided.

Thegovernor ofthe part of Zaporizhzhia
region held by Ukraine, Ivan Fedorov,
said five drones had attacked the city of
Zaporizhzhia, located about 60km (35
miles) northwest of the plant, across a
large reservoir on the Dnipro River.

He posted a picture on Telegram of a
large fire he said had been triggered by
the attack.

Vladimir Rogov, a senior Russia-
appointed official in Zaporizhzhiaregion,
said the attack had disrupted power and
water supplies in the city.

Vake's Tal

est Skyscraper

Project Made Fven Taller

The VR Vake Skyview Tower. Source: VR

BY TEAM GT

oshrevan Namoradze, a

businessman and one of

the largest donors to the

political party Georgian

Dream, is building a new
230-meter skyscraper in Thilisi’s pres-
tigious Vake district. The project,named
VR Vake Skyview Tower, will be located
at 49 Chavchavadze Street, on the site
of the former Sports University. Once
completed, it is expected to be the tall-
est building in Georgia.

According to information from the
businessman’s company, VR Holding,
the VR Vake Skyview Tower will feature
modern, premium-class facilities. The
projecthasundergone significant changes
since its initial approval. The building’s

heighthasbeenincreased from180 meters
to 230 meters, and the number of floors
has grown from 47 to 56. Additionally,
the number of parking spaces has risen
from 310 to 643, following the addition
of two extra underground levels.

The total area of the project is 18,664
square meters, with green spaces cover-
ing 5,639.1 square meters. The updated
project details are outlined in an explan-
atory note: “The total area of the terri-
tory is 18,664 square meters. The total
area of the green areas in the yard will
be at least 5639.1 square meters. The
project was changed, which provides for
the number of floors to be increased to
56, the height of the building to be raised
to 230 m, and the number of parking
spaces to be increased to 643.”

The construction permit for the mod-
ified skyscraper was approved at the end
of 2024 in an accelerated manner.

Paris SaintGermain Completes High-
Profile Signing of Khvicha Kvaratskhelio

BY TEAM GT

aris Saint-Germain (PSQG),

one of Europe’s most prom-

inent football clubs, has offi-

cially announced the signing

of KhvichaKvaratskhelia, the
dynamic winger from Georgia’s national
football team. The transfer sees Kvar-
atskheliamove fromItalian Serie A club
SSC Napoli to PSG on a long-term con-
tract, which will run until 2029. This
move is expected to significantly bolster
PSG’sattackinglineup, further strength-
ening the club’s ambition to remain at
the top of both French and European
football.

At just 23 years of age, Kvaratskhelia
hasalready made a considerable impact
on the football world. He joined Napoli
in 2022 and immediately became one
of the most exciting young talents in
European football. His standout perfor-
mances during the 2022-2023 season
helped lead Napoli to their first Serie
Atitlein33years,aremarkable achieve-
ment that ended the club’s long drought
in Italy’s top division.

In his short time at Napoli, Kvarat-
skhelia accumulated an impressive
record, featuring in 107 matches, scor-
ing 30 goals, and providing 29 assists
across all competitions. His ability to
create goal-scoring opportunities, along
with his eye for goals, made him a key

player for Napoli,and he quickly became
one of the brightest young stars in Serie
A.

His remarkable performances earned
him several individual accolades. In
2023, he was named Serie A Player of
the Season, an acknowledgment of his
vital contributions to Napoli’s success.
Additionally, Kvaratskhelia was awarded
the Champions League Young Player
ofthe 2022-2023 Season. His consistent
excellence on the pitch also led to a
top-20 finish in the prestigious Ballon
d’Or rankings, where he placed 17th
among the best players in the world.

The announcement of Kvaratskhelia’s
transfer to PSG was made with enthu-
siasm by the club’s president, Nasser
Al-Khelaifi. In his statement, Al-Khelaifi
praised the 23-year-old Georgian winger,
describing him as “one of the most
exciting players in world football.”

“We are delighted to welcome Khvicha
Kvaratskheliato the Paris Saint-Germain
family,” Al-Khelaifi said. “Khvicha is a
fantastic talent, but also a player who
has courage and fights for the team
above all else. He was so determined
to be part of our great club, and I know
he will achieve all his goals with us.”
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Georgian Dream Reacts to US
d Talks Strengthening
dministration

Political Shifts an
Ties with Trump A

BY TEAM GT

ith Trump back in
charge, key Georgian
Dream officials have
beenexpressingtheir
views on the chang-
ing US-Georgia dynamics this week.

Mamuka Mdinaradze, the Executive
Secretary of the ruling Georgian Dream
party, on Wednesday suggested that the
need for Georgia’s domestic law on the
transparency of foreign influence may
no longer be necessary. His remarks fol-
lowed US President Trump’s executive
order on January 22 to temporarily sus-
pend all US foreign assistance programs
for 90 days to reassess their alignment
with US policy goals. Mdinaradze claimed
that Trump’s decision had effectively
“proven” the necessity of the transpar-
ency law. He added, “Let them now call
this decision by Trump ‘Russian’,” ref-
erencing Georgia’s opposition’slabeling
of the controversial law.

Georgia's "foreign influence" law,
enacted last year, requires non-commer-
cial entities and media outlets in the
country to register if they receive more
than 20 percent of their funding from
abroad. The law has been a point of con-
tention within Georgia’s political sphere,
particularly among opposition parties,
who view it as an attempt to stifle free
expression.

Wednesday also saw Shalva Papuash-

Image source: eurasiantimes

vili, the Speaker of the Georgian Parlia-
ment, hitting out at Laura Thornton,
Senior Director of the Global Democracy
Program at the McCain Institute, who
publicly criticized US President Trump,
calling him a “rapist and criminal.” In

<M

EXPLORE OUR BELOVED CITY FROM THE BIRD VIEW

Xeme restaurant is located on the 31° floor in The Biltmore Thilisi Hotel

The name of the restaurant Xeme speaks for itself, as it means

the arctic fork-tailed gull.
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response, Papuashviliaccused Thornton
of prioritizing her political agenda over
Georgia’s relationship with the United
States. He criticized her approach as
emblematic ofthe "deep state," anunder-
ground political network he claimed

Trump would “successfully deal with.”

Papuashvili added, “The statement
made by Salome Zurabishvili’s employer
during a discussion about President
Trump’s role in Georgia-US relations
reveals that it isnot the issue of Georgia-

US relations that is important to her, but
rather pursuing the agenda of her own
political group.”

Inashow of optimism, MakaBotchorish-
vili, Georgian Dream’s Foreign Minister,
congratulated Marco Rubio on his
appointment as US Secretary of State,
expressing hopes for stronger US-Geor-
giarelationsunder hisleadership. “Ivery
much look forward to fostering coop-
eration and strengthening ties between
our two countries under your leader-
ship,” she wrote in a social media mes-
sage. Rubio, who was confirmed by the
Senate with unanimous support, marks
the first Latin American origin person
tohold the position of Secretary of State.

On Tuesday, Georgian parliamentarian
Levan Makhashvilireinforced the ruling
Georgian Dream party’s commitment to
revitalizing ties with the United States.
He emphasized that US policy under
Trump would be “entirely tailored to
ensure that America gains as much ben-
efit as possible.” Makhashvili also sug-
gested that Trump may take steps to
dismantle or reassess liberal ideologies.
He pointed to decisions such as Trump’s
stance on gender and traditional family
values, as well as his strong immigration
policies, as indicators of the direction
the US under Trump might take.

Reflecting on the broader scope of
these policy shifts, Makhashvili stated,
“The alignment on fundamental issues
gives us hope that relations between
Georgia and the United States will be
rebooted. We are fully prepared for this.”
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Donald Trump:
History

US President Donald Trump - Official 2025 inauguration portrait. By Daniel Torok

OP-ED BY MARK REIN-HAGEN

t is time to embrace an uncom-
fortable truth. Trump is not an
aberration; he is historic. As in, a
maker of history. As in, someone
who changesthe course of anation.

Donald'ssecond inaugural address was
a spectacle as grandiose as the man
himself—a gaudy, roaring, unapologetic
assertion of everything his supporters
adore and his adversaries fear. He was
triumphant, defiant,and messianic, cast-
ing himself as both the architect and the
vessel of an American revival. To his
followers, he was a rockstar prophet; to
his enemies, aself-anointed emperor. To
everyone,inthisgreat postmodern "atten-
tion economy" of ours, he was and will
remain utterly inescapable.

Gone was any pretense of humility or
propriety. Trump’s declaration to "end
the deep state" and “reshape the vast
federal government” around his vision
was breathtaking in its scope. His rau-
cous jingoism thundered with promises
of retaking the Panama Canal, rechris-
tening the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of
America,and dispatching federal troops
to the border and to every major city.
Every syllable dripped with theatrical
bravado, a quality that has always defined
his brand of populism and will certainly
define his place in history.

But here’s the thing: whether you view
Trump as a savior or a scourge, there’s
no denying the truth that looms over
this moment like a cathedral shadow:

Donald Trump is, objectively, the most
consequential American (or, heck, global)
figure of his era. Of our era. And we're
stuck with him now.

Let’s be clear—this isn’t about right-
eousness or villainy. It’s about sheer
gravitational pull. For a decade, Trump
has dominated not just the Republican
Party but the entirety of American polit-
ical discourse. He isn’t an anomaly or a
fluke, nor is he misunderstood. After
years of relentless media scrutiny, voter
revolts, and one "epically failed" presi-
dency, Trump is back, not diminished
but magnified. He’s a force of history,
and that force has exposed the Demo-
crats’ most tragic flaw: our insistence on
treating him as a deviancy. Because that
he isn't. This avatar of the age of Tiktok
proved it by getting reelected after try-
ing to steal the election. He is the game
changer.

THE BITTER LESSON
FOR DEMOCRATS
We libturds, bless our deluded hearts,
have clung to the comforting illusion
that Trump is a grotesque blip on Amer-
ica’s timeline—a mistake that could be
corrected with enough fact-checks, out-
rage, and appeals to decency. But Trump
isn’t a mistake: He’s a mirror.
Hissurvival through scandals,impeach-
ments, and even a criminal indictment
isn’t just a testament to his resilience—
it’s a reflection of his unparalleled abil-
ity to connect with a large swath of the
American public. Trump speaks a lan-
guage of grievance and triumph, of "us
versus them," that resonates deeply with

Trump isn't @
mistake: He's a
mirror

his base and leaves his opponents splut-
tering platitudes.

For the left, Trump’s re-election is a
rancid stew of humiliation, served cold
under theice-covered Capitol dome. Yet
within this defeat lies a brutal clarity:
The left can no longer win by dismiss-
ing Trump as an illegitimate anomaly or
by hoping the courts will sideline him.
Trump and his MAGA movement aren’t
outside the system—they are the system’s
consequence, as its loudest expression.

The political system in the USA has
longbeen for sale, corrupt and decadent,
now it is completely openly defiled and
despoiled, run by a man who has utterly
no shame about it or who he is. And they
love him for it.

THE TRUMP PARADOX

Trump is divisive, but so were many of
the "great" presidents. Lincoln said, "A
house divided againstitself cannot stand"
and then his election precipitated a
bloody civil war. FDR said, “Judge me
by the enemies T have made" and proved
his mettle. And let’s be honest, Trump
is nothing if not a virtuoso at making

enemies. He has mastered social media
like Roosevelt mastered radio, using his
platforms not to unite but to galvanize
and attack. His base grows stronger with
every punch he throws, and his remark-
able resilience in the face of legal and
moral quagmires is unmatched.

But here’s where the Trump myth frac-
tures. Great presidents don’t just divide—
they break the system and then create a
new one. A new era.

Lincoln led a new political party to
shatter the corrupted system and then
led the nation to a rebirth. FDR polar-
ized a traumatized country but ushered
in an era of unprecedented unity and
prosperity. Trump, by contrast, broke
the system himself and is now clearly
rebuilding it in his own image.

The man thrives on perpetual conflict
and so creates more of it to help him
reap change. He is like the alter-ego of
Obama in that way. His second term
promises a cascade of pitched battles—
on immigration, on the rule of law, on
education, on America’s place in the
world. He might shift the terms of debate,
but can he create a new level of national
understanding? Can he or does he even
want to reunite us after breaking us apart
like the other greats did?

What is his era going to be like, can we
have any hope at all? Could it be that he
will tear apart what is already broken
and allow something new and better to
emerge?

A CRACKED MIRROR

Trump is the inevitable consequence of
a Democratic Party that has grown too
comfortable assuming it knows what the
populace needs without actually engag-
ing with them. He is the backlash to a
politics of complacency,one thatbelieved
it could win with any candidate, regard-
less of connection to the people. The
Democrats created the vacuum, and
Trump filled it—with more than a little
help from Republicans who fed the
flames.

Trump embodies an America desper-
ately clinging to a fading era, longing to
cement itself as historic before it slips
into irrelevance. He isn’t just a political
figure; he’s a reflection of a broken sys-
tem, a cracked mirror showing us the
rot, the grime, and the grotesque reality
of anation grappling with its own moral
and cultural decay.

There are those who believe we’re
witnessing the final chapter of the Amer-
ican experiment, the twilight of the
Republic, from which there is no return.
As a friend put it, “The Republic is des-
ecrated and destroyed. The fascists have
won. And I am not being hyperbolic.”
But this despair, I think, is premature.
Trump’s presidency is a storm, yes, but
it is a storm that burns through its fuel
too quickly. Histendency to overreach—

The Force of
We Can't Esca

€

pushing too far, too soon, too fast—will
reveal its consequences in time. The
next two years, and especially the mid-
terms, will tell us just how much this
once-great nation is willing to endure
before it pushes back.

THE UKRAINE PARADOX
Andwhoknows? Whenitcomesto Ukraine
and Russian imperialism, Trump might
surprise us yet. Putin, once a master of
leveraging Trump’s admiration, seems
increasingly out of step with Trump’s new
dynamic. He hasn’t adapted to the evolv-
ing international protocol of appeasing
Trump’s ego or bending the knee, leaving
him isolated from the new Caesar’s will.
In fact, Trump seems to have shed what-
ever intimidation he once felt toward
Putin—perhaps even relishing the power
dynamic now tipped in his favor.

One suspects the Don no longer fears
leaked tapes of showers, golden or not.

Trump has demanded that the war in
Ukraine must end. Yet Putin, unable to
retreat without losing face—and likely
his grip on power—cannot give Trump
the one thing he craves: a deal, a com-
promise he cansellasapersonal triumph.

The result? We may witness Trump
doubling down in Ukraine, if only to
impose his will and prove he can suc-
ceed where others faltered. Whether his
actions are driven by a genuine belief in
democracy, a desire for world peace, or
simply his own ego—at this point, does
it even matter? If it means Ukraine sur-
vives to fight another day, let him have
his victory lap.

THE ROAD AHEAD

Trump’s second term is not a historical
divergence; it’s a turning point. His
Americais one where spectacle 'trumps'
substance, where division fuels power,
and where grievances overshadow aspi-
rations. But his opponents have achance
to meet this moment, not by trying to
"out-normal" him, but by rallying their
own transformative vision of America;
by coming up with a well-crafted pow-
erful and lyrical response as great as the
one that has taken over the minds of half
the nation.

Ifthey don’t, Trump’s loud, messy, cha-
otic vision of greatness may wellbecome
the only game in town. Heck, it already
is, the question is will it remain the only
circus around still selling out. [We need
a better circus fellow libturds!].

Prepare for chaotic greatness. Likely a
greatness you won't entirely like, or like
at all, but one which just might lead to
a new era of reform that rebalances the
republic, restores democracy, and puts
limits on the power of the rich.

If/when he turns on Elon, he might
turn on all of them. And if he doesn't,
the country might very well turn on him.
We can only hope.

o

President Trump's speech following his inauguration. Photo by Kenny Holston
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NeoCons, the World, and

Image source: Ellie Foreman-Peck/The Economist

OP-ED BY NUGZAR B. RUHADZE

hereis,nowadays, asignificant debate

about the so-called NeoCon (neocon-

servative) philosophy of life and pol-

itics. Many wonder how good or bad,

how strong or weak, how gentle or

vicious, and how useful or damaging it might be

for humanity today. By the simplest definition, a

NeoCon is someone who adheres to conservative

or right-wing ideology and strongly supports a

free-market economy. Neocons advocate for an

old-fashioned structure of societal interaction,

dismissing extreme libertarianism as an impracti-

cal and unpalatable economic and ideological

stance. Neoconservatism can be described as a

blend of political, social, and religious conserva-
tism, adapted to modern times.

NeoCons have played a dominant role in the

global socio-political landscape over the past few

decades, though their ideological roots trace back
to the late 1960s. According to encyclopedic defi-
nitions, NeoCons promote the autonomous advance-
ment of democracy and support interventionism
ininternational relations. Their philosophy of peace
through strength relies on militaristic and realist
principles, staunchly opposing socialism and com-
munism. Theidea of peace through strength, which
suggests that military power helps maintain peace,
remains controversial, depending on how and by
whom it is propagated. This ideology suggests that
military power can preserve peace, a claim that
draws both supporters and critics, depending on
its application and leaders’ intentions.
Neoconservatism has played an essential role in
determining global policies and shaping interna-
tional alliances. Their crusade influences the for-
eign policy of numerous nations, including Sakart-
velo, as well as international institutions. Neocons
emphasize democratic extension, encouraging
interventionism to sustain what they ponder as
Western democratic standards. Their attitude has

The Expiration

of the

Ultimatum Issued by the Vaso
Abashidze New Theater

Photo source: Vaso Abashidze State New Theatre

BY KESARIA KATCHARAVA

n January 12, 2025, the artistic direc-
tor of the Vaso Abashidze New
Theater, Davit Doiashvili, issued a
stern ultimatum to the Georgian
authorities, demanding the immedi-
ate release of actors and other activists who had
been detained during the ongoing pro-European
protests. The deadline for the ultimatum was set
for January 20, with Doiashvili warning that the
theater would transition from a “passive protest”
to more assertive action if their demands were not
met. As of January 23, with the deadline having
passed, the political and cultural landscape of
Georgia is facing heightened tensions, as theater
actors, directors, and artists across the country

prepare for an escalation of protests and a more
confrontational stance against the government.

PRO-EUROPEAN PROTESTS AND THE
ESCALATING POLITICAL CRISIS

Georgia has been witnessing a series of pro-Euro-
pean protests since late 2024, which were sparked
by the government’s decision to indefinitely post-
pone the discussion of opening negotiations for
European Union (EU) membership. On November
28,2024, theruling party, Georgian Dream, announced
that the issue of EU membership would not be
raised for at least the next four years, igniting a
wave of public outrage. The protests have been
driven by a broad coalition of civil society groups,
political parties, and ordinary citizens who view
European integration as a critical part of Georgia’s
future.

Continued on page 10

T
g, =

T

powered momentous military interventions, includ-
ing in the Middle East, especially in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Whereas their tactic in foreign policy
repeatedly triggers criticism for being excessively
bellicose, NeoCons argue that their actions are
essential to maintain global stability. Opponents,
however, highlight long-drawn-out conflicts and
regional instability. The continuing drive for stra-
tegic geopolitical impact emphasizes the Neocons’
durable endeavor and ability to shape the world in
their own way.

As far as our little Sakartvelo is concerned, geo-
politically situated at the junction of East and West,
it constitutes a vivid example of the effect of neo-
conservatism in small but strategically dynamic
nations. NeoCon policies have played a noticeable
role in supporting Georgia’s democratic progress,
particularly in its longing to integrate into Euro-
pean and transatlantic alliances. Economically,
neocon investments in Georgia have encouraged
free-market reforms and privatization. Politically,
NeoCon ideology has helped animate local elites

Georgia

who view Western configuration as a protection
against outside threats, particularly from the North.
This way or that way, criticizers contend that this
alignment risks distorting Georgia’s political chal-
lenges while nurturing dependency on Western
relief. And most importantly for this country, the
neoconservative vision of peace often raises chal-
lenging questions. Is structural peace achievable
solely through supremacy, or does it require team-
work and partnership, diplospeak, and common
development efforts? The answers to these ques-
tions will shape not only the future of neocon-
servatism but also global stability.

How about Ukraine? The unending conflict in
Ukraine has brought neoconservatism to the van-
guard of worldwide discourse. Neocons have been
outspokenbackers for supporting Ukraine, encour-
aging wide-ranging military assistance and punitive
sanctions against Russia. They view Ukraine as a
crucial frontline for protecting democratic ideals
against authoritarianism. Proponents argue that a
strong, united front led by Western democracies
is indispensable to ensure Ukraine's sovereignty
and stability. However, doubters suggest heads-up
that disproportionate militarization of the skirmish
could aggravate tensions, expand the war, or incite
further geopolitical consequences.

To conclude, neoconservatism remains a pow-
erful ideological force in shaping global and
domestic policies, and Sakartvelo remains (so
far) within this previously designed modus viv-
endi. Its focus on military strength, democracy
promotion, and traditional values continues to
drive debates on issues ranging from conflict
resolution to societal norms. However, its com-
plexities require a subtle understanding. While
NeoCons offer a unified vision of strength and
tradition, their philosophy faces growing chal-
lenges in a rapidly changing world. Political ana-
lysts, social commentators, and policymakers in
Sakartvelo must critically evaluate its benefits
and limitations to address modern national chal-
lenges effectively. Neoconservatism will not fade
away that easily. It will stay around to evolve its
impact, and this requires an educated, well-
adjusted discourse to exploit its power for con-
structive and helpful transformation while exten-
uating its hazards and menaces.

WINE PALACE HOTEL

luxury meets Georgian tradition

Experience the finest wines and
warm hospitality at Tbilisi's
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info@winepalace.ge
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Shalva Papuashvili

Georgian leaders
Seek to Strengthen
Diplomatic Ties with
Armenia and Hungary

amid Globa

BY TEAM GT

eorgian Parliament Speaker

Shalva Papuashvili and

GeorgianDream’s Foreign

Minister Maka Botchorish-

vili this week held impor-
tant discussions with foreign ambassa-
dors, seeking to further grow Georgia’s
diplomatic relationships and position
within the broader international land-
scape.

OnMonday, Papuashvili met with Ashot
Smbatyan, the Armenian Ambassador to
Georgia, toreaffirmthe “historically strong
friendship and fruitful cooperation”
betweentheir countries. Thetalks focused
on deepening parliamentary ties and
addressed significant political develop-
mentsinboth Armeniaand Georgia. Nota-
bly, the officials highlighted Armenia’s
growinginterestinstrengtheningrelations
with the West, exemplified by its recent
signing of the Charter of Strategic Partner-
ship with the United States. The parties
agreed that the future of Georgia-US and
Armenia-US relations would heavily
depend onthepoliciesof thenewly elected
US President, Donald Trump.

Inaddition to discussingregional secu-
rity, the two officials underscored the
importance of maintaining peace and

Shifts

stability in the South Caucasus. They
also agreed on the need to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the birth
of Charles Aznavour, the famous French
singer of Armenian descent, who had
paternal ties to Georgia.

On Wednesday, Botchorishvilimet with
Hungarian Ambassador Anna Maria Siké
todiscussstrengtheningtrade, economic,
and strategic ties between Georgia and
Hungary. The pair reviewed their exist-
ing agreements, such as the July 2024
pact on mutual protection and promo-
tion of investments, and highlighted the
importance of Hungary’s continued sup-
port for Georgia’s European Union inte-
gration aspirations.

The ministers also discussed ongoing
political developments in Georgia, as
well as the role Hungary could play in
supporting Georgia's path to deeper EU
engagement. Botchorishvili expressed
her gratitude for Hungary’s “unwavering
support” of Georgia, emphasizing the
close and strategic partnership that con-
tinues to grow through high-level
exchanges.

Both sets of meetings illustrate Geor-
gia’s ongoing efforts to expand its dip-
lomatic outreach, particularly as the
region experiences shifting political
dynamics, including the evolving influ-
ence of the United Statesunder President
Trump.

Maka Botchorishvili

"They Have a Plan, and It
Wasn't Drawn in Tbilisi" - MEP
Austrevicius on Georgian
Dream's Kremlin Playbook

Petras Austrevicius. Source: X

Continued from page 1

Georgia, compared to Belarus, is more
dynamic; they’ve got the experience, the
taste of democracy, and are better con-
nected internationally. But still, when I
look at Georgia, I'm very pessimistic.
They have a plan, that many in Brussels
are unaware of, and this plan wasn’t
drawnin Thilisi, believe me; it was drawn
up a bit further north. The strategy is to
lead Georgia away from the European
path.

IF WE WERE TO LOOK AT

THE REGIME'S APPROACH
BOTH IN BELARUS AND IN
GEORGIA, WHAT DO YOU
THINK THE CORE SIMILARITIES
AND DIFFERENCES ARE?

InBelarus, we have acompletely author-
itarian regime, which is setting its coun-
try up for integration into Russia. But
it’s not entirely their choice; they aren’t
in control, they just swim downstream.
As for Georgia, the Georgian Dream
think they are so smart, so secure, that
they can play the game of being in two
places at the same time. “With Europe,
let’s be partners, mainly in matters of
trade, because we like the money. But
on policy, we want to be the way we
want,” which, at the moment, happens
tobeanincreasingly authoritarianregime.

AS FAR AS AUTHORITARIAN
LEADERS GO, WHO’S DOING A
“BETTER” JOB- LUKASHENKO
OR GEORGIAN DREAM?

Look, these guys have been in power for
how long now, 12 years? They are only
12 years old. Lukashenko has been doing
it for 31 years. He consolidated power.
He exterminated all opposition. He took
over Belarus. He is really a chairman of
“Kolkhoz”, to use the soviet term. He
wakes up in the morning, goes out into
the fields, points fingers here and there,
orders you to do this and that. That’s his
style. In Georgia, I think it’s a bit differ-
ent. They are the semi-Kolkhoz, Kolkhoz-
like people dressed up in suits, with
semi-market economy principles and so
on. But it’s all about window dressing.
The common feature for both Belarus
and Georgia is that if you do a deal with
the devil, especially with the devil that
sits in the Kremlin, then there is no way
out, and the devil gets to decide what
your future looks like.

IN BELARUS, THE ONE THING
THAT TILTED THE BALANCE

IN LUKASHENKO’S FAVOR
WERE THE RUSSIAN SOLDIERS,
ARRIVING IN RUSSIAN
TANKS, HOLDING RUSSIAN
RIFLES. HOW REALISTIC
WOULD THE SAME SCENARIO
BE FOR GEORGIA?

Idon't think Russians need tanks on the
streets of Tbilisi; they want good, loyal
masters locally, following their demands.
A bit of a historical retrospective: in the
19th century, when Georgia was fully
annexed by the Russian Empire, the elites
werereintegrated into the Russian nobil-
ity; they were given respect, career pos-
sibilities, and so on. That repeat of his-
tory will most likely be seen in Georgia,
I'm afraid.

WHAT YOU THINK THE CORE
MOTIVATION OF THE RULING
PARTY AND IVANISHVILI IS? IS
IT FAVORS FOR THE KREMLIN
OR BEING TERRIFIED OF WHAT
HAPPENS IF THEY DON'T- A
“POLONIUM TEA” SCENARIO?

Whatever it is, those at the top are being
controlled - whether it’s fear, money,
past records or all three combined, we
don’t know yet. It’s a bit more compli-
cated thanjust sayingit’sbecause of fear,
or just money - that would be too sim-
plistic a reading.

WHAT SHOULD ONE EXPECT
FROM THE EU WHEN IT
COMES TO THIS STANDOFF
BETWEEN BRUSSELS AND
TBILISI? THE EP REFUSED

TO RECOGNIZE GEORGIAN
DREAM’S LEGITIMACY. WHAT'S
NEXT? DO YOU EXPECT ANY
OTHER INTERNATIONAL
BODIES TO FOLLOW SUIT?

I'm looking forward to a consolidated
EU position.I'm not sure we have such
a position in the council yet. I am very
optimistic about the Polish presidency
in this regard. T hope it will prevail, but
it's not a given. First, we have to con-
solidate and have one clear position
among the European Union institu-
tions.

HOW LONG DO YOU THINK
THAT'S GOING TO TAKE?

It will take time. Another part of the
question is about what the ruling party

in Georgia will do in the meantime. I
think they will try to pretend as if noth-
ing happened. They’ll say “we are still
your partners,” shake any western hand
that’s offered to them; say, “let’s not fight,
sure, things aren’t ideal, but let’s talk.” I
expect Georgian Dreamrepresentatives
to come to the EU institutions, even to
the European Parliament.

IN WHAT CAPACITY?

Well, they aren’t banned from entering
the building. If someone from among
the MEPs were to issue them clearance,
they could come in. There will be no
official invitation, sure, but once you’ve
met them in the corridors, pictures are
taken, they can then claim things are
“being done.”

WITH MORE THAN 750

OF YOUR COLLEAGUES

IN THIS BUILDING, HOW
MANY OF THEM DO YOU
THINK WOULD BE TEMPTED
TO PLAY THAT GAME?

You don't need many. You only need a
dozen or so. There are already some
MEDPs that the pro-government media
talks to, sending messages that even
though some are unhappy about Geor-
gian Dream in Georgia, there are happy
ones as well. They suggest they are gen-
erally accepted, that nothing has really
happened, that everything’s normal and
under control.

AND WHAT ARE YOU - THOSE
WHO DON'T SHARE THAT VIEW
- GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?
My expectation is full implementation
of this policy line, from the External
Action Service, from the Commission,
and as much as possible from the Mem-
ber States. We will not get everybody
on board, but the line should be that if
we don’t do something, it will cost us,
that we are about to lose a partner.
Arewereadytoloseacandidate coun-
try so easily? Because we haven't yet
fought for the soul of Georgia. We've
just expressed some concerns, con-
demned things. I hope the new EU
leadership is a bit more serious and
understanding of the geopolitical con-
sequences. We cannot allow this day-
light robbery. If you let it happen, if you
don’t fight back, what's the message
you're sending? That you abandon your
partners, and do so with ease!
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Reshaping Trade and Regionalism

BY BUBA BAGDAVADZE,
EXPERT IN INTERNATIONAL
TRADE REGULATIONS

helandscape ofglobal trade

has undergone profound

changes since the end of

World War II, moving from

reconstruction to complex
webs of regional and multilateral agree-
ments. Initially, the focus was on creat-
ing a rule-based international system to
prevent economic conflicts, leading to
the establishment of GATT and later the
WTO.However, therise of regional blocs
and shiftsinglobal power dynamics have
begun to challenge this system. Today,
nations navigate through a maze of eco-
nomic interests, security considerations,
and shifting alliances. These transforma-
tions impact small countries like Geor-
giainanerawheretrade andregionalism
are being reshaped.

In 1945, after World War 11, a new bal-
ance of power was created. Everything
was concentrated on reconstruction,
avoiding major clashes between the pow-
ers, and creating a rule-based interna-
tional system.

This shift also had its reflection in eco-
nomicrelations, marked by the introduc-
tion of the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT). GATT ensured the
reduction of tariffs, leading to the even-
tual creation of the World Trade Organ-
ization (WTO), where all members had
their share. The World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), and WTO
established the three major pillars of the
multilateral economic system, ensuring
cooperation among countries.

Because of the devastating effects of
military confrontation, economic battles
acquired major importance. For such
economic battles, the multilateral system
served asaparamount arena while simul-
taneously fostering regional forms of
cooperation. These regional forms mate-
rialized in free trade regimes and eco-
nomic organizations such as NAFTA
(later USMCA), the European Union
Customs Union, the Commonwealth of
Independent States and the Eurasian
Union, the Council of Arab Economic
Unity, the Economic and Social Council
of the Arab League, ECCAS, APEC,
CAREC, and financial institutions such
asthe Arab Monetary Fund and the Asian
Development Bank, among others.

Despite their regional nature, all these
cooperation forms directly or indirectly
contributed to building a rule-based
system that served as a foundation for
trade, cooperation, and security. It was
oftenstated that guaranteeing freer trade
promoted peace, and conversely, peace

Image source: kanakkupillai

contributed tobuilding better trade part-
nerships. Trade and investment oppor-
tunities have consistently demonstrated
the value of awell-regulated multilateral
system focused on cooperation, fair
treatment, and development. This sys-
tem specifically addressed developing
economies with special and preferential
treatment, widely accepted under the
international trade regime.

As circumstances evolved, post-Cold
War economic and military powers
reshaped themselves. Alongside Western
hegemony, counterbalancing powers like
Chinaemerged. Chinanotably benefited
from special and differential treatment
as a developing economy.

In 2020, Brexit became a significant
demonstration of nations prioritizing
national interests over unified trade sys-
tems. This trend was accompanied by
US policies under the Trump adminis-
tration, including imposing tariffs on
foreign products and implementing eco-
nomic sanctions against competing pow-
ers such as Iran, China, and Russia. The
policiesrelated to strengthening region-
alism, as opposed to multilateralism,
were interrupted by global challenges
like the COVID-19 outbreak and subse-
quent changes in the US administration.
Over the last four years, these develop-
ments have contributed to questioning
the further enhancement of globaliza-
tion. The failure of trade and diplomatic
relations to ensure peace in Europe cul-
minated in the Russo-Ukrainian War,
which further prompted revisions in
European security and trade policies,

reliance on Russian energy resources,
and the rise of nationalist and conserv-
ative movements in major European
countries. Meanwhile, China continues
toinvest heavily in developing countries
and expand its global influence.

The election of a new administration
in the United States reflects domestic
and global demands for rethinking mul-
tilateralism. Developments in countries
like Canada, Mexico, the United King-
dom, Germany, France, and the Baltic
States underscore that the older forms
of globalization are undergoing trans-
formation. This shift is evident in the
World Trade Organization's (WTO)
dispute settlement mechanism, which
hasbeen paralyzed due to the US refusal
to appoint appellate body members, cit-
ing concerns over China's advantages
under special and differential treatment.
Announcements from the US to continue
using tariffs as a trade tool and reshape
relations with key partners like Mexico
and Canadasignal that security and trade
will take on new dimensions in the com-
ing years.

For developing countries, this evolving
landscape presents significant challenges.
The absence of a clearly established
rule-based international economic and
security order complicates efforts to
establish strong ties that guarantee eco-
nomic and security benefits. Balancing
trade relations will be crucial for future
development, particularly in the case of
countries like Georgia. Regionalism's
new approach leaves little room for reli-
ance on the international rule-based

system for trade policy. Instead, balanc-
ingtrade and security issuesis paramount,
as tariffs and sanctions could become
more prevalent until robust cooperation
frameworks emerge.

Georgia, for instance, has a strategic
advantage with its aspirations for EU
membership, astrategic partnership with
the United States and free trade regime
with China and significant trade rela-
tionship with Russia. However, its his-
torical passivity withinmultilateral trade
mechanisms means it must strike a
delicate balance between the interests
of global superpowers. Trade barriers
in any form could immediately impact
investments and trade, particularly for
a country bordering Russia and serving
as a gateway between Asia and Europe.
Weakening ties with strategic partners,
regardless of geographic proximity, would
be detrimental and risky, as Georgialacks
the resources to thrive in an era defined
by tariffs, sanctions and regionalism.

In conclusion, the evolving dynamics
of trade and regionalism emphasize the
need for carefully balancing trade part-
nerships and security considerations.
While geographic conditions, trade cor-
ridors, and product pricing remain
important technical aspects, they must
not overshadow the risks associated with
partnering with powers like China and
Russia, which could trigger sanctions or
other economicrepercussions. Fostering
balanced trade and security partnerships
while maintaining loyalty to multilateral
systems like the WTO and regional eco-
nomic unions can provide small econo-

Georgia has a
sfrafegic
advantage with ifs
aspirations for EU
membership,
strafegic
oartnership with
the US, free trade
regime with
China, and
si?niﬁcom frade
relationship with
Russia

mies like Georgia with fair opportunities
in the global market. Georgia’s unique
position, combined with its strategic
alliances, offers the potential to navigate
these challenges effectively, ensuring its
resilience and progress in an era of shift-
ing trade dynamics.

Georgia's Wine and Spirits Exports Reach Record $565
Million in 2024

BY TEAM GT

, Boosted by Strong Global Demana

Alongside wine, Georgian exports of other

alcoholic beverages also surged, with 48 million

liters shipped to 56 countries, generating $289

million, 47% more than the previous year.

n2024,the Georgian National Wine Agency
reported a record-breaking $565 million
in wine and spirits exports, marking a 24%
increase from the previous year. The wine
sector played a significant role in this
achievement, with 95 million liters of wine
exported to 72 countries, generating $276.1 mil-
lion in revenue- 7% more than 2023. The Agency
highlighted strong growth in key markets, par-
ticularly in the following countries:
¢ United Arab Emirates: +80% (70,000 liters)
 Turkey: +62% (538,000 liters)
¢ United Kingdom: +42% (425,600 liters)
¢ Azerbaijan: +34% (237,000 liters)
e United States: +32% (1.2 million liters)
e Germany: +30% (1.28 million liters)
e South Korea: +26% (72,500 liters)
e Canada: +16% (198,000 liters)
¢ Poland: +12% (6.7 million liters)
e Lithuania: +11% (707,000 liters)
« Israel: +2% (314,000 liters)

In light of this success, the Georgian govern-
ment is set to increase its support for wine pro-
motion in international markets in 2025. The
National Wine Agency announced a budget
increase to ®174 million ($6.15 million), up by
1.4 million from the previous year. The Agency
plans to target strategic markets such as the
United States, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Poland, China, South Korea, and Japan, with pro-
motional events organized by contracted com-
panies showcasing Georgian wines and spirits.

Additionally, the state program will continue
to provide co-financing for marketing efforts
aimed at key export destinations outside the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and
SUAM (a regional union of Georgia, Ukraine,
Azerbaijan,and Moldova). Onthe domestic front,
the program will support wine exhibitions, com-
petitions, and festivals throughout Georgia,
boosting wine tourism and promotinglocal wine
culture.
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Georgia Sees Increased International

Visits from EU and UK in 2024

BY TEAM GT

he Georgian National Tour-
ism Administration has
reported anotableincrease
ininternational visits from
the European Union and
the United Kingdom in 2024, with a
total of 438,414 arrivals, marking a 3.8%
rise compared to the same period in
2023. This uptick comes as part of a
wider trend of growing interest in Geor-
gia as a key destination for European
travelers, driven by the country'sunique
cultural heritage, natural beauty, and
affordable travel experiences.
Germany led the way with 78,644 vis-
its, marking a strong14.3% year-on-year
increase. The United Kingdom followed
with 32,372 visits, reflecting a 5.3%
growth, indicating that British travelers
continue to find Georgia an appealing,
diverse, and accessible destination.

L ok

o o et

Towers in Svaneti. Photo by Tony Hanmer
Other European nations also saw sig-
nificant growth in their visits to Geor-
gia: France contributed 28,302 visits, a
20.2% increase, while Greece showed
a 21.3% rise, with 27,557 visits. Italy

experienced an even more substantial
boost, with a 24.6% increase, bringing
the total to 19,895 visits. The Nether-
lands also saw a notable increase, with
visits to Georgia by its people rising by

26.7%, reaching 18,759.

Spainiards, though last on the list,
recorded a respectable 13.8% increase,
with 14,735 visits to Georgia. This can
be said to suggest a steady demand for

Georgian travel experiences, particu-
larly from Southern Europe.

Georgia’sappeal as atourism destina-
tion can be linked to its combination of
rich cultural heritage, historiclandmarks,
and natural attractions- from its Cau-
casus mountainresorts to the Black Sea
coast. The country is also known for its
renowned wine-making tradition and
warm hospitality, making it a desirable
location for both short getaways and
longer cultural explorations. Addition-
ally, Georgia’s visa-free travel policy for
many European countries has made it
an increasingly accessible and afford-
able option for tourists.

The growth in international arrivals
signals a positive outlook for Georgia’s
tourism sector as the country continues
to position itself as a key player in the
region’s travel industry. With its grow-
ing infrastructure and ongoing promo-
tional efforts, Georgia looks set to con-
tinue attracting European and UK
visitors in the years to come.

Georgia’s Banking Sector
Farns Recognition from
Capital Finance International

Source: nbg

BY KESARIA KATCHARAVA

he National Bank of Geor-

gia (NBG) has received

international recognition

for its robust banking sec-

tor and effective monetary
policies, as highlighted in an article pub-
lished last week by Capital Finance
International (CFI.co), a leading British
publication onbusiness, economics, and
finance.

The article, titled Unveiling Georgia’s
Economic Potential: Strength, Challenges,
and Opportunities, lauds Georgia’s bank-
ing sector for its resilience, strong cap-
italization, and adequate liquidity, even
amid a challenging global economic
climate. It also acknowledges the NBG’s
role in driving financial stability and
fostering sustainable growth in the coun-

try.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN
FINANCIAL STABILITY

AND SUSTAINABILITY

CFL.co emphasises the NBG’s success in
implementing “effective” monetary
policies, which have not only stabilised
the domestic financial sector but also
supported its growth. The article under-
scores the central bank’s initiatives to
develop a green bond market, an effort
reflectingits commitment to sustainable
economic growth.

In 2022, Georgia issued its first corpo-
rate green bond, aimed at supporting
renewable energy projects. The article
describesthisasamilestoneinthe coun-
try’s financialinnovation, paving the way
for environmentally conscious invest-
ments.

REDUCTION IN FOREIGN
CURRENCY DEPENDENCE
Anothernotableachievement highlighted
in the publication is the NBG’s progress

in reducing the economy’s reliance on
foreign currency. Through macropru-
dential measures introduced since 2017,
the share of foreign currency loans has
decreased from 80% in the early 2010s
to approximately 43% today. Similarly,
foreign currency deposits have dropped
from 80% to 52%. These measures have
enhanced the banking sector’sresilience
to external shocks and currency fluc-
tuations.

CFIL.co commends the NBG for its pro-
active approachtoinflation management.
Despite global inflationary pressures,
Georgia’s inflation rate decreased sig-
nificantly from an average of 11.9% in
2022 to 2.5% in 2023, with projections
of a further reduction to 1.1% in 2024.
Since March 2023, inflation has consist-
ently remained below the Bank’s target
of 3%.

COMPLIANCE WITH
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS
Thearticle also acknowledges Georgia’s
adherencetointernational financial sanc-
tions, particularly those imposed on
Russia and Belarus. According to feed-
back from international partners, Geor-
gian financial institutions fully comply
with these requirements.

Additionally,the NBG’s comprehensive
regulatory and supervisory framework
to combat money laundering and ter-
rorist financing within the virtual assets
sector has drawn praise. The Council of
Europe’sMONEY VAL positively assessed
Georgia’s measures, upgrading the coun-
try’scompliance with the Financial Action
TaskForce’s15th Recommendation from
“partially compliant” to “significantly
compliant.” This achievement places
Georgiaamongonly seven MONEY VAL
member states to receive such recogni-
tion.

The article concludes by highlighting
the broader implications of the NBG’s
efforts, positioning Georgia as a model
for resilience and financial innovation
in the region. By maintaining sound
monetary policies, fostering sustainable
growth, and aligning with international
standards, the National Bank of Georgia
continues to strengthen the country’s
economic foundation.

Founded 12 years ago, Capital Finance
International is a quarterly magazine
and online resource renowned for its
analysis of global business and financial
developments. Itsrecognition of Georgia
underscores the country’s growing rep-
utation in the international financial
community.

Post-VVar

All Eyes on Gaze. Source: France24

BY TEAM GT

rance24’s long-form video

report, titled All Eyes on Gaza:

UAE Positioning Itself for the

Post-War Period, features

UAE’s extensive aid, medical
evacuations, and infrastructure projects,
and positions the country as a crucial
actorin Gaza’srestabilization and future
development while advocating for peace
and regional stability.

A KEY HUB FOR
HUMANITARIAN AID

Thereport follows evacuees to Emirates
Humanitarian City (EHC), currently
housing more than 2,200 Gazans. It
depicts the support provided by the
facility including a school, medical and
physiotherapy facilities, playrooms, and
services.

AID & INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS

Thereportrecognizesthat UAE’sregional
peace efforts have allowed UAE human-
itarian accessto Gaza, notably via Egypt.
Along the Gaza border, showcasing the

Future

i

remains of Rafah, the documentary
focuses on the work of UAE engineers.

FLOATING HOSPITAL

The report continues in the UAE float-
ing hospital in Al Arish, described as
‘equipped with cutting-edge technolo-
gies and operating theatres which can
go up to 15 surgeries a day, one of the
most prestigious healthcare facilities in
the region’.

REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT

While the piece notes that the UAE is
on its way to becoming ‘the regional
power best placed toinfluence the future
of Palestine, In an interview, HE Reem
Al Hashimy sets the terms of UAFE’s
regional engagement.

Her Excellency discussed the UAE’s
stance on regional security, stating that
“there is no point to rebuild and then
have this repeat. We need to break this
perpetual cycle of violence. If Israel were
to recognize that for a long-term peace,
the Palestinian people are to also have
their own state, that would be the game
changer that would also allow the Arab
world to come forward in their relation-
ship with Israel” HE added that it is
equally important that a competent and

-rance24 Report: UAE

Positions ltself for Gaza's

reformed transparent Palestinian gov-
ernment can rise to the occasion to pro-
vide for the needs of its people.

NON-INTERFERENCE

IN GAZA POLITICS

It is mentioned that the UAE claims it
will not interfere in Gaza politics. The
reportbriefly mentions Mohamed Dahl-
an’s ‘exile’ in Abu Dhabi, where he has
been entrusted with charitable initiatives
in the past, while highlighting his con-
troversial status.

THE FUTURE OF GAZA: A
MASSIVE CHALLENGE

The documentary ends following back
the young Mustafaand Ali,amonth after
their arrival in Abu Dhabi, while they
attemptto start their lives again, far from
home, and regain strength. The report
ends by stating that at home in Gaza,
everything would have to be rebuilt, ‘a
massive challenge the Emirates are also
preparing for.

The documentary willbe broadcaston
France24 and is available in three lan-
guages. France24 boasts a broadcasting
reach of 522 million households and
attracts 23 million monthly digital visits,
with 213 million video views.
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From Trash to Treasure:
Revolutionizing Waste
anagement in Georgia

BY IVAN NECHAEV

hen the Lithuanian
entrepreneur Dainius
Sakalauskas
announced the roll-
out of Sparklo’s oper-
ations in Georgia, many saw it as just
another international company entering
the Georgian market. However, Sparklo
is no ordinary enterprise. It represents
a transformative vision that fuses envi-
ronmental responsibility, cutting-edge
technology, and socio-economic inno-
vation—a model that has already suc-
ceeded in 14 countries worldwide. As
Sparklo plans to expand its presence in
Georgia from 58 recycling machines
(“Sparklomats”) to 200 by May this year,
it’s time to unpack the broader implica-
tions of this initiative for the country’s
ecology, economy, and society.

At its core, Sparklo operates on the
principles of the circular economy, a
concept that challenges the traditional
linear "take-make-dispose" model of
production and consumption. Instead
of treating used PET bottles as waste,
Sparklo reimagines them as valuable
resources. The company incentivizes
citizens to deposit their used bottles into
Sparklomats by awarding points redeem-
able for high-value gifts. Furthermore,
with the anticipated adoption of Geor-
gia’s deposit system law, Sparklo’s ini-
tiative will enable citizens to receive
monetary compensation of up to 20 tetri
per bottle.

This system is more than an economic
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exchange; it’s a behavioral nudge. By
attaching tangible rewards to responsi-
ble waste disposal, Sparklo subtly shifts
societal attitudes toward sustainability.
Suchbehavioral economicinterventions,
grounded in psychological and socio-
logical research, have proven effective
in countries like Germany and Sweden,
where deposit refund schemes have
achieved recycling rates exceeding 90%.

Georgia’s waste management crisis has
been a persistent issue, exacerbated by
the declining global market value of PET
materials. Local recycling companies,
unable to compete with cheap virgin
plastics, have largely abandoned the
purchase of secondary materials. As a
result, vast quantities of plastic waste
are buried in Georgian soil each year,
posing severe ecological risks.

Sparklo’s entry into the market offers
alifeline. By creating a steady stream of
high-quality PET materials ready for
processing, the company reinvigorates
the recycling industry. Moreover, the
reduction in landfill plastic could have
cascading benefits for soil health, water
quality, and biodiversity. In a country
where natural beauty is a cornerstone
of cultural identity and tourism, such
ecologicalimprovements are invaluable.

The economic impact of Sparklo’s
operations extends beyond waste man-
agement. The deployment of 200 Spark-
lomats across Georgia represents a sig-
nificantinvestment ininfrastructure and
technology. Each machine serves as a
micro-hub of economic activity, driving
foot traffic to the locations that host
them, be it supermarkets, community
centers, or public spaces.

More importantly, Sparklo’s model
fosters a new kind of micro-economy.
By converting waste into a currency of
sorts, it democratizes access to goods
and services, particularly for lower-
income citizens who can exchange points
for gifts of greater value. In doing so,
Sparklo subtly addresses issues of eco-
nomic inequality while promoting sus-
tainable practices.

At its heart, Sparklo is not just a tech-
nological solution, but a cultural inter-
vention. Georgia, like many post-Soviet
countries, hashistorically grappled with
the dual legacies of industrial neglect
and consumerist excess. Waste manage-
ment has often been relegated to the
background, perceived as a peripheral
issue rather than a societal priority.

Sparklo challenges this narrative by
embedding ecological responsibility into
everyday life. The act of depositing abot-
tleinto a Sparklomat becomesasymbolic
gesture of care—for the environment, for
future generations, and for the broader
community. Such small acts, repeated en
masse, canlead to profound cultural shifts,
aligning with the ethos of Georgian hos-
pitality and respect for nature.

From an anthropological perspective,
Sparklo’s initiative also raises fascinat-
ing questions about the commodification
of waste. What does it mean to assign
monetary value to trash? How does this
redefinition of waste reshape our under-
standing of consumption and produc-
tion? These are not merely theoretical
musings but practical considerations for
aworld increasingly driven by the prin-
ciples of sustainability.

Despite its promise, Sparklo’s journey
in Georgia is not without hurdles. The
success of its model hinges on wide-
spread public adoption, robust legal
frameworks, and sustained economic
incentives. Public awareness campaigns
will be crucial to educate citizens about
thebenefits of recycling and the mechan-
ics of the Sparklo system. Equally impor-
tant is the timely passage and enforce-
ment of deposit system legislation, which
will underpin the financial viability of
Sparklo’s operations.

However, the potential rewards far
outweigh the risks. If successful, Sparklo
could serve asablueprint for other coun-
tries grappling with similar waste man-
agement challenges. Moreover, its inte-
gration into Georgia’s socio-economic
fabric could inspire a new wave of eco-
entrepreneurship, catalyzinginnovations
in areas ranging from renewable energy
to sustainable agriculture.
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National Archives of Georgia
Joins International Association of
Book and Paper Conservators

BY KESARIA KATCHARAVA

n January 21, 2025, the

National Archives of Geor-

gia announced that it has

officially become a mem-

ber of the International
Association of Book and Paper Conser-
vators (IADA). This development marks
asignificant milestoneintheinstitution's
ongoing commitment to preserving and
safeguarding Georgia's cultural heritage,
particularly through the restoration of
historical materials. The Archives’ new
membership in IADA opens up a range
of opportunities to strengthen its con-
servation practices and further its mis-
sion to protect the country’s irreplace-
able historical assets.

ENHANCING PRESERVATION
EFFORTS THROUGH GLOBAL
COLLABORATION

The National Archives of Georgia’s deci-
siontojoinIADA aligns with its ongoing
efforts to bolster its restoration labora-
tory. As the national body responsible
for preserving Georgia’s historical doc-
uments, manuscripts, and other signifi-
cant cultural materials, the Archives is
dedicated to employing the most
advanced techniques and methodologies
available. By becoming a member of
IADA, the National Archives gainsaccess
to global best practices, cutting-edge
technologies, and the latest innovations
in book and paper conservation. This
access will undoubtedly support the
institution’s mission to restore and pre-
serve a wide variety of historical items,
including manuscripts, books, photo-
graphs, miniatures, posters, and other
forms of documentation that are vital to
Georgia’s cultural legacy.

Membership in IADA provides more
than just a chance to adopt contempo-
rary restoration techniques; it opens
doorsto collaboration with conservation
professionals fromacross the globe. The
Association organizes seminars, sympo-
siums, and congresses that offer invalu-
able networking and learning opportu-
nities. These events bring together
conservators and experts from diverse
cultural backgrounds and technical dis-
ciplines, facilitating the exchange of
knowledge and experience in conserva-
tion practices. By participating in these
global dialogues, the National Archives
will not only enhance its technical capa-
bilities but also contribute to the wider
international conservation community.

STRENGTHENING THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES’
RESTORATION LABORATORY
Therestorationlaboratory of the National
Archives of Georgia plays a pivotal role
in the country’s efforts to preserve its
cultural history. Thelaboratory is staffed
by highly skilled professionals who work
tirelessly to restore a broad range of
materials. From ancient manuscripts
that document the early history of the
region to delicate photographic prints
that capture pivotal moments in Geor-
gia’s past, the laboratory is a hub of
expertise in materials conservation.
The Archives’ restoration profession-
alsemploy avariety of methodstorepair

and preserve damaged materials. Tech-
niques range from simple cleaning and
stabilizationto more intricate processes,
such as deacidification and re-binding.
These skilled conservators utilize state-
of-the-art equipment and materials to
ensure that the items entrusted to them
are handled with the utmost care and
attention to detail. The team’s work is
integral to the protection of the nation’s
documentary heritage, which, if left
uncared for, could deteriorate irrepara-
bly over time.

Asaresult of its membership in IADA,
the National Archives is positioned to
further strengthen this laboratory, gain-
ing access to more advanced tools and
resources that will enable it to provide
an even higher standard of care for the
country's priceless artifacts. The move
promises to bring renewed expertise to
the restoration process, making it easier
to confront the complex challenges that
come with the conservation of fragile
materials. Additionally, the collaboration
withinternational professionals will help
to refine the National Archives’ existing
practices, making them more effective
and sustainable over time.

A COMMITMENT TO
PROTECTING CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Georgia’s rich history is reflected in the
myriad of manuscripts,documents,books,
and photographs that are housed in the
National Archives. These documents
span centuries, chronicling the develop-
ment of the country, its people, and its
cultural evolution. As such, the preser-
vation of these materials is not just a
matter of historical interest but also a
crucial component of national identity.
The work of the National Archives in
safeguarding these materials ensures
that future generations of Georgians—
and indeed, people from around the
world—can continue toaccessand learn
from the wealth of knowledge contained
in these artifacts.

Throughitsnew membershipinIADA,
the National Archives has solidified its
commitment to preserving this invalu-
able cultural heritage. The decision to
join the global conservation community
underscores the Archives’ dedication to
using the most effective methods avail-
able to ensure that the country’s history
is maintained for posterity. By embrac-
inginternational standards and practices,
theinstitution demonstratesits proactive
approach to facing the growing chal-
lenges posed by the passage of time,
environmental factors, and the inherent
fragility of paper and ink.

LOOKING AHEAD

With its newfound membership in the
International Association of Book and
Paper Conservators, the National
Archives of Georgia stands at the fore-
front of efforts to preserve the country’s
cultural heritage. The access to interna-
tional expertise, collaborative opportu-
nities, and state-of-the-art technologies
will enhance the institution’s capabilities
in conservation and restoration. Moreo-
ver, this development signifies a long-
term investment in the country’s his-
torical legacy, ensuring that Georgia’s
richhistory will continue tobe preserved
for future generations.
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Metalit (About Writing)

BLOG BY TONY HANMER

hat shall I jot down
today?I'was thinking
of going outside, to
therush-edged ponds
near the house, just
before sunrise for an hour to see what
develops. But it’s an uninspiring morn-
ing; dull, flat and gray. Windless, at least,
but no sun visible through the clouds at
all as I type. No ice to fascinate my cam-
era;it’s a little too warm for that, though
one canhope forjust afew degrees below
freezingbefore winter bleedsinto spring.
I do want to sit and wait at one of the
ponds to see if a moorhen, or whatever
they are, will emerge, instead of flying
off in a panic when I approach too sud-
denly. But in better weather, I think.

A look back on the past 12 months’
personal highs and lows, traditional at
year’sstart.Idon’t feellike patting myself
on the back, or commiserating with said
self either.

I HAVE been getting ready for tomor-
row’s talk at Fotografia Gallery, just below
the Opera House off Rustaveli. I stum-
bled across it while ambling through the
neighborhood, went in, met the manager,
and we struck off a fine friendship. Def-
initely watch this space for more news
on that front: it’ll become quite active.
Writing the talk (called How I Learned
to See), pen on paper; rearranging the
paragraphs with numbers; separately
listing sets of example photographs to
illustrate the various sub-themes. End-
ing up with far too many images, then
having to weed out the similar or unsuit-
able ones, hopefully to leave the best. I
won’t have trouble filling the requested
20 minutes at all; on the contrary. Good
things afoot there.

I've been writing since before I started
school, and even have a piece here with

me from Grade 1 Composition, when I
was six, in Rhodesia. Highly derivative
of what I was reading at the time, but
also somehow partly me. TV, absent at
home until T was 10, was completely

unable to steal my attention away from
BOOKS, which we had aplenty. Except
for occasional visits to TV-possessing
friends’ houses for The Six Million Dol-
lar Man, the dread box would have to

wait. Good absence.

Creative and other hopes for the com-
ingyear? These doinclude the aforemen-
tioned gallery relationship; a “quarter-
century in Georgia” retrospective; trying

to stay positive, joyful even, in a world
not at all getting more conducive to such.
Wanting to be a better believer, husband,
friend, artist in the various media I use.
Hoping for Svaneti not to get more vio-
lent, and for Georgia to find her way.
Wanting further to synchronize the cre-
ative streams I have (especially literary
and visual), to see them move into more
of a self-nourishing feedback loop.

But how to find an IMAGE, or a few,
to illustrate all this waffly rambling in a
concrete or abstract way? Something
from my admittedly beyond-vast collec-
tion of shots from the last 46 years, or
something just dreamed up now? Wait,
Thave it. I'll fling the fine coffee grounds
from the bottom of my mug (usually in
hand when I write) into the sink; see
what chaos remains in the bottom of the
mug; add a pen to link back to writing;
and take afew detail shots with my phone
camera. Done. Upload them to Google
Drive while I give this piece a second
look-through; thenIcan download them
onto my laptop and attach them to my
email to the Editor.

Okay, I've finished describing a few
nothings or almost nothings. 'm sure
real inspiration will hit in time for next
week, when I'll have something much
more concrete to deSCRIBE than all this
fluff. That’s X minutes of your life you
can lever get back, dear reader. Forgive
me... and either abandon me in disgust,
or dare to hope for better from me in
the near future. I'll stop now.

Tony Hanmer has lived in Georgia since
1999, in Svaneti since 2007, and been a
weekly writer and photographer for GT since
early 2011. He runs the “Svaneti Renais-
sance” Facebook group, now with over 2000
members, at www.facebook.com,/groups/
SvanetiRenaissance,/

He and his wife also run their own guest house
in Etseri:

www.facebook.com,//hanmer. house.svaneti

The Expiration of the Ultimatum Issued

by the Vaso Abashidze New Theater

Continued from page 5

At the heart of the protests are two
central demands: the immediate release
of those detained during the rallies and
the call for new, fair elections. For almost
two months, demonstrators have gath-
ered in various cities across Georgia to
voice their dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent government and its policies, par-
ticularly regarding EU accession. Among
those detained during the protests is
Andro Chichinadze, an actor at the Vaso
Abashidze New Theater, whowasarrested
under criminal charges, along with 44
other protestors. These individuals face
long-term imprisonment, a move that
has sparked outrage in the artistic com-
munity.

THE VASO ABASHIDZE NEW
THEATER’S ULTIMATUM

The Vaso Abashidze New Theater has
become a prominent institution in the
ongoing protests. The theater's leader-
ship, particularly Doiashvili, has not
shied away from using its platform to
challenge the government’s actions. Doi-
ashvili’s ultimatum to the authorities on
January 12 represented a critical turning
point in the theater’s involvement in the
political protests. His demand for the
release of the detained activists, includ-
ing actor Andro Chichinadze, reflected
the broader concerns of the cultural
sector in Georgia, which hasincreasingly
aligned itself with the pro-European
movement.

The ultimatum also made clear that
the theater would not remain a passive
observer in Georgia’s political crisis.
Doiashvili signaled that if the govern-
ment did not respond favorably to their
demandsbyJanuary 20, the theater would
step up its involvement in the protests.
The tension surrounding the ultimatum

was palpable, as artists and actors pre-
pared for amore forceful response should
the government fail to meet their expec-
tations.

THE DETENTION OF ACTORS
AND POLITICAL REPRESSION
Among the most vocal figures in the
protests has been Andro Chichinadze,
whose detention has become a symbol
of the broader crackdown on dissent by
the Georgian authorities. Chichinadze,
along with 44 other demonstrators, was
arrested under criminal charges after
participatingin the pro-Europeanrallies.
The arrests were widely condemned by
human rights groups, who argued that
they represented a gross overreach by
the state in its efforts to suppress polit-
ical opposition.

The government’sresponse to the pro-
tests, particularly its heavy-handed tac-
tics in dispersing demonstrations, has
drawn criticism both domestically and
internationally. Human rights advocates
have raised concerns about the erosion
of civil liberties in Georgia and the
increasing political repression faced by
activists, journalists, and ordinary citi-
zens who oppose the government’s
policies.

In response to these developments,
artists from across Georgia have united
in solidarity with the detained protes-
tors, calling for their immediate release
and for an end to the government's
repressive tactics. The cultural commu-
nity’s involvement in the protests has
been significant, with theater actors,
directors, musicians, and other artists
all playing an active role in shaping the
political discourse. Their vocal opposi-
tion to the government’s actions has
added an important layer of visibility to
the pro-European protests and hasunder-
scored the deepening division between

the Georgian government and the pop-
ulation’s pro-European factions.

THE RESPONSE FROM THE
RUSTAVELI THEATER AND

OTHER INSTITUTIONS

The Rustaveli Theater, one of Georgia’s
most well-known cultural institutions,
has been at the center of controversy in
recent weeks. Its head, Robert Sturua,
publicly stated that the theater remains
apolitical, a position that many critics
argue is insufficient in the face of Geor-
gia’s ongoing political crisis. This stance
hasbeenheavily criticized by artists and
theater professionals who believe that
the cultural sector must take a more
active role in defending democratic val-
ues and supporting the pro-European
movement.

Inashow of solidarity with the detained
protestors, several actors from various
theaters, including the Vaso Abashidze
New Theater, began a strike on January
21,2025. This collective action aimed to
draw attention to the plight of the arrested
activists and to pressure the government
into addressing the key demands of the
protestors. The striking actors and their
supporters gathered outside the Rustaveli
Theater, demanding to meet with the
theater administration, but were denied
entry to the building, further fueling
their frustration with the institutional
response to the political crisis.

A CALL FOR POLITICAL CHANGE

As the protests continue, the cultural
sector has articulated several key
demands. The most urgent of these is
the call for new elections to be held in
a fair and transparent manner. The art-
ists argue that the current political sys-
tem is rigged in favor of the ruling Geor-
gian Dream party, whichhasundermined
the democratic process through election

manipulation and political repression.
The demand for political neutrality
among law enforcement agencies and
the election administration has become
a central issue in the protests, with citi-
zens insisting on a free and fair electoral
process that reflects the will of the peo-
ple.

Inadditionto calling for new elections,
theartists are demanding the immediate
release of the protestors who have been
detained by the government. These indi-
viduals, many of whom are engaged in
peaceful demonstrations, are seen by
the cultural community as political pris-
oners who have been unjustly targeted
for their activism. The protestors argue
that their arrests are part of a broader
effort to stifle dissent and maintain the
current political status quo, which many
citizens see as increasingly authoritar-
ian.

THE ARTISTS PREPARE

FOR ESCALATION

As the ultimatum issued by the Vaso
Abashidze New Theater has now expired,
the focus shifts to the next phase of the
protest. The theater community, includ-
ing directors and actors, is preparing for

it

an escalation in their resistance to the
government. While the precise details
of their next steps remain unclear, the
message is clear: the artists are not back-
ing down.

The continuation of protests on Janu-
ary 23 will likely involve more targeted
actions, as the cultural community inten-
sifies its demands for the release of
political prisoners and the calling of new
elections. The artistic community has
shown that it will not simply retreat into
the background of Georgian political
life, but will instead remain at the fore-
front of efforts to hold the government
accountable.

The expiration of the ultimatum from
the Vaso Abashidze New Theater marks
asignificant moment in Georgia’s ongo-
ing political crisis. The involvement of
the cultural sector in the protests high-
lights the growing discontent with the
Georgian Dream government and the
demand for democratic reforms. The
artists, who have become key figures in
the struggle for a pro-European future,
are preparing for amore confrontational
approach as they continue to push for
the release of detainees and the holding
of new elections.
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Merab Dvalishvili Defends UFC Bantamweight Title

Dominant Vlcfory Over Umar l\lurmogomedov

BY KESARIA KATCHARAVA

n January 19, Georgian
mixed martial artist Merab
Dvalishvili successfully
defended his UFCbantam-
weight title in a highly
anticipated showdown at the Intuit Dome
arena in Los Angeles. Dvalishvili, known
as "The Machine" for his relentless fight-
ing style, put on an impressive perfor-
mance against Russian challenger Umar
Nurmagomedov in a five-round battle.

The fight began with both fighters
showing their skills early on, with Nur-
magomedov managingto keep pace with
Dvalishvili in the first two rounds. How-
ever, Dvalishvili’s superior conditioning,
pressure, and tactical adjustments
throughout the fight allowed him to take
control from the third round onward.
His ability to keep up an unrelenting
pace and adapt in the later rounds was
key to his victory.

As the fight continued into the cham-
pionship rounds, Dvalishvili's dominance
became increasingly apparent. His high-
output striking, paired with his strong
wrestling and clinch game, wore down
Nurmagomedov, who struggled to coun-
ter the relentless pace. Despite Nurma-
gomedov’s attempts torally, Dvalishvili’s
defense and counterattacks remained
sharp throughout the final rounds.

Attheend of the five rounds, the judges
unanimously awarded Dvalishvili the
victory, confirming that he had success-
fully retained his bantamweight title.
With this win, Dvalishvili extended his
12-fight winning streak and improved
his professional MMA record to 19 wins.

DVALISHVILI'S JOURNEY
TO THE TOP

Merab Dvalishvili’s ascent to UFCban-
tamweight champion has been marked
by impressive consistency and a strong
work ethic. Born in Tbilisi, Georgia, the
34-year-old fighter has earned a reputa-
tion for his tireless approach inside the
octagon. "The Machine" is known for
his high pace, incredible conditioning,
and strategic adjustments, which have
allowed him to dominate his opponents.

Dvalishvili first entered the UFC in
2017, and since then, his rise through the
ranks has been nothing short of impres-
sive. His victory over American fighter
Sean O'Malley in September 2024, which
earned him the bantamweight title, was
a major milestone in his career. Satur-
day’s successful defense against Nurma-
gomedov only further solidifies his place
at the top of the bantamweight division.

Known for his relentless cardio and
exceptional work ethic, Dvalishvili has

worked tirelessly to develop his skills
across all areas of mixed martial arts.
His well-rounded game, which includes
strong wrestling, clinch control, and
effective striking, has made him one of
the most difficult fighters to deal with
in the bantamweight division.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
DVALISHVILI’'S VICTORY
Dvalishvili’s win over Nurmagomedov
is significant not only for his career but
also for the wider MMA landscape. The
victory proves that Dvalishvili is a dom-
inant force in the bantamweight division,
with his ability to defeat a tough chal-
lenger like Nurmagomedov cementing
his status as one of the best in the sport.
Thebantamweight divisioninthe UFC
has seen a surge of talented fighters in
recent years, and Dvalishvili's victory
adds to the competitive narrative in this
weight class. Fighters like Dvalishvili,
O'Malley,and Nurmagomedov continue

to push the boundaries of what is pos-
sible in the division, making it one of the
most exciting in the UFC today. As Dval-
ishvili’s reign continues, he will likely
face additional challenges from rising
contenders, further intensifying the
competition at the top of the division.

For the country of Georgia, Dvalish-
vili’ssuccessisasource of national pride.
His accomplishments in the UFC have
drawn international attention, and his
relentless fighting style hasinspired fans
and athletes alike. Dvalishvili’s success
highlights the global nature of the sport
and the growing talent emerging from
countries around the world.

THE FUTURE OF MERAB
DVALISHVILI

Although Dvalishvili is 34 years old, his
combination of skill, conditioning, and
mental fortitude suggests that he has
many more years of high-level competi-
tionahead of him. His 12-fight win streak
speaks to his durability and ability to
adapt, and his unyielding determination
makes himatough championtodethrone.

Photo source: UFC

Asthe bantamweight division contin-
uesto evolve, Dvalishvili will likely face
new challenges from both familiar and
unfamiliar opponents. Fighters like Sean
O'Malley, who he defeated for the title,
and other rising stars will undoubtedly
be looking to take the belt from him.
However, with his exceptional work
ethic and well-rounded skill set, Dval-
ishvili seems poised to remain a domi-
nant force in the division for the fore-
seeable future.

Inconclusion, Merab Dvalishvili’s suc-
cessful defense of hisbantamweight title
against Umar Nurmagomedov at the
Intuit Dome in Los Angeles only serves
to further solidify his place as one of the
top fighters in the UFC. As he continues
his reign, Dvalishvili will likely face even
tougher challenges, but his proven abil-
ity torise to the occasion makes him one
ofthe most exciting championsinrecent
UFC history. For now, Dvalishviliremains
theundisputed bantamweight champion
of the world, with a 12-fight winning
streak that highlights his place at the top
of his division.
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No Fines Yet? The Battle Over Tour Guide Registration in Georgia

BY IVAN NECHAEV

hen the Georgian

parliament passed

amendments to the

“Law on Tourism” in

December 2024, the
new rules seemed poised to reshape the
landscape of the tourism industry. The
law requires all tour operators, agents,
and guides to register in the National
Public Registry. However, one of its more
controversial provisions, fines forunreg-
istered guides, has been delayed until
June 2025. Officially, the government
attributes this postponement to the need
for "comprehensive communication with
the tourism sector." But is this explana-
tion the whole story? And what deeper
cultural and historical currents does this
legislative moment reveal about Georgia
and its tourism industry?

LEGISLATION MEETS
RESISTANCE: A SNAPSHOT

OF THE DEBATE

The requirement for registration (Arti-
cle 11, Paragraph 2) is already in force.
Tour operators, agents, and guides must
now document their activities in the
National Public Registry, signaling a
move towards regulation and account-
ability. Yet, the enforcement mechanism
— fines — is delayed (Article 48, Para-
graph 8). This decision follows signifi-

cant protests from local guides, who
have expressed concerns over the influx
of foreign competitors they accuse of
distorting Georgian history in their nar-
ratives. Iranian, Armenian, and Russian
guides, they argue, have presented his-
torical narratives that clash with Geor-
gia’s own national identity.

InDecember 2023, when the initial law
wasintroduced, Georgianguideslobbied
heavily for stronger protection. They
demanded not only mandatory registra-
tion but also a language requirement for
guides to ensure they spoke Georgian.
Although this demand was not included
in the final law, the National Tourism
Administration has hinted that relevant
regulations might appear in forthcoming
subordinate legislation.

A CLASH OF NARRATIVES:
TOURISM AND
NATIONAL IDENTITY
The protests by Georgian guides tap into
broader questions about the role of tour-
isminshapingand disseminating national
identity. Tourism is often viewed as a
stage for cultural diplomacy, where
nations project their histories and values
to the world. For a country like Georgia,
with its rich but contested history at the
crossroads of empires, the stakes are
particularly high. Allowing unchecked
foreign narratives, critics argue, risks
diluting or misrepresenting the country’s
historical and cultural heritage.

This tension is not unique to Georgia.

Throughout the world, debates over who
getsto"tellthestory" ofaplacehavesparked
conflicts.Incountrieslike Italy and Greece,
local tour guides have similarly clashed
with unlicensed competitors who they
accuse of lacking cultural sensitivity or
historical accuracy. In these cases, as in
Georgia, the issue is not merely economic;
it’s existential. Who owns the past? And
who has the right to interpret it?

ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND
SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES
From an anthropological standpoint, the
debate overtourguideregistrationreflects
deeper dynamics of globalization. Tour-
ism, as an industry, thrives on the com-
modification of culture, transforming
intangible heritage into marketable
experiences. Yet, this commodification
often creates tension between preserv-
ing authenticity and catering to interna-
tional audiences. The protests by Geor-
gian guidesreveal a desire to control not
just the economic benefits of tourism
but also the narrative framework within
which their culture is presented.
Sociologists might frame this as a classic
caseof "boundarymaintenance," aconcept
introduced by Fredrik Barth. By regulating
who can guide tourists, Georgian author-
ities are implicitly drawing boundaries
around who can claim authority over
Georgian culture and history. Registration
becomes not just a bureaucratic hurdle
but a symbolic act of asserting national
sovereignty in the cultural domain.

ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

AND THE ROLE OF THE STATE
The economic dimension of the law can-
not be ignored. Tourism is one of Geor-
gia’s key industries, contributing sig-
nificantly to GDP and employment. By
formalizing the sector, the government
aims to boost its fiscal oversight and
ensure quality control. However, critics
argue that the registration requirement
could disproportionately burden small,
independent guides, pushing them out
of the market.

On the other hand, the delay in enforc-
ing finesraises questions about the state’s
capacity toimplement its own laws. Does
this postponement reflect genuine con-
cerns about communication and educa-
tion within the sector, or does it point
to deeper issues of bureaucratic ineffi-
ciency?

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION: A
LINGERING CONTROVERSY

The omission of a Georgian language
requirement in the law is particularly
noteworthy. Language is one of the most
potent markers of national identity, and
its role in tourism cannot be overstated.
Requiring guides to speak Georgian
would not only ensure a degree of cul-
tural fluency but also signal a broader
commitment to promoting the language
asacornerstone of national identity. The
fact that this demand remains unmet
suggests ongoing debates within the
government about balancing inclusivity
and nationalism.

LOOKING AHEAD: JUNE

2025 AND BEYOND

As the June 2025 deadline for enforcing
fines approaches, the tourism sector
faces a period of uncertainty. Will the
government succeed in "comprehen-
sively communicating" the new rules?
More importantly, will these regulations
achieve their stated goals of improving
the quality and accountability of Geor-
gia’s tourism industry without stifling
its growth?

The delay also offers an opportunity
for broader dialogue. How can Georgia
balance the economic imperatives of a
booming tourism industry with the cul-
tural and historical sensitivities it inev-
itably touches upon? And what lessons
canitlearn from other nations that have
faced similar challenges?

The debate over tour guide registra-
tion is about more than just fines and
paperwork. It’s a microcosm of the
broader tensions shaping Georgia’s
identity in an increasingly globalized
world. Asthe country navigates its path
forward, it must grapple with funda-
mental questions about who gets to tell
its story, how its heritage is preserved,
and what kind of nation it wants to pro-
ject to the world. Whether June 2025
will mark the beginning of a more reg-
ulated, professional tourism industry
or the continuation of unresolved ten-
sions remains to be seen. One thing,
however, is clear: the story of Georgia,
like its history, is still being written.
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[ am Georgian and therefore I am European

Zurab Zhvania, Council of Europe, 1999
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