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Only for this it was worth to live!

The book is dedicated to the memory of the
founder of the Oladauri Georgian school
of the Upper Ajaria Nuri Beridze
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If you plan something for a year —
sow rice, for ten years — plant trees,
for century — educate people (Kuan-Dzu -
Great Chinese Enlightenment of the 5" ¢.)
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My Ajarian brothers and sisters, my flesh and
blood, sweeter than the soul, scattered in the Ajarian
mountains like emeralds, pearls, and love! Let the
smoke coming out of your chimney be etemal!..
(Nodar Dumbadze)
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At that time when they were trying to spread
Islam in Tiflis and its outskirts through Arabic books,
the Georgians of Samtskhe-Klarjeti were translating
Christian divine and secular books, to strengthen
Christianity they were building monasteries, where
the young people were taught At one time
education, devoted love of homeland came over our
country just from there.

The oppress, perfidy, treachery, cheating,
misfortune of Georgia separated us from each other —
the brothers who shed blood, contributed, had good
and bad times together...

Our flesh and blood, "fighter against black
destiny" along with us, nest of the heroes, a cradle of
our education, Old Georgia has joined us and, if it is
treated well, it will be with us forever

We are not afraid of religious differences. A
Georgian who fought for the Christianity respects
other's faith. Those who had been persecuted and
oppressed in their countries, found peaceful shelter
and freedom in our country ...

Ilia Chavchavadze
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When a flower separates from a stem, it
becomes wilt and turns yellow. Hold it, clasp
to bosom, treat it with love and it will be the
same flower what it was before! Fate
separated Ajaria from the heart of homeland
over centuries. And don’t be surprised if you
are unfamiliar for it! If today it cannot
recognize you, grasp it firmly and it will be
again with you...

Memed Abashidze and his sorrow-sharers

(journ. “Theatre and Life”, N11, p. 3, Tiflis, 1916)
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I wanted to take the whole Ajaria to Turkey, but now
I cannot do it, because I cannot sacrifice my people. Turkish
government didn’t realize our hopes. Therefore we remain to
live in the places where we lived before ...We are Georgians
from head to foot. Our relatives are over there (i.e. Tao-
Klarjeti, I.Ch.). Our and their language is the same.

I have visited many places, but 1 haven’t seen so

beautiful and familiar place anywhere like our country

Haji Gurji Loman Effendi Kartsivadze “Great (i. e.
Honorable) Professor” of the Istanbul University, a tutor,
educator of one of the Sultans of Turkey, and his faithful

to the end of his life...
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Thou art so deep, Georgian sky,
Thou art so deep...

Those who arrived thee to harm
Found no soil to take root under thee:
Neither Osman, nor Mongol
Nor Persian...

The singers of your glory

Are Oshki and Zarzma,

And ancient Tao...

Thou art so deep, so pure,

O, Georgian sky...

Ana Kalandadze

(translated into English by
Nana Bukhradze)
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St. George Church in the village Oladauri —
covered with snow and shone with the divine light.

“It is unusual day, day of dreams;
Prayers in mother language,
Captivated for four centuries,
Are returning like orphans...”

Pridon Khalvashi
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My Georgia causes me pain, I ache

this divine angel very much..

Jemal (Sargis) Jaqeli
President of the Charity Association “Meskheti”,

Ex-Chairman of the Ajarian Branch of the Union

of Writers of Georgia.
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“I worship a mountain... I always miss it ... My native
Oladauri is a protective spirit of that place from which a
broad way of my life and beloved Georgia begin ...

When I go up to the village, where any family's door is
never closed, I feel that I report to this place what I have done
and afterwards I return back more purified... “Surgery is a
divine art” (Goethe).

Akaki Beridze, Doctor in Medicine, Emeritus Professor at
the Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, Head of the
Surgery Department of Clinics “Medina”, Member of the
International Association of Surgeries , creator of many
authorized operations, Honorable Citizen of Batumi and
Shuakhevi, Chief of the Ajarian Beridzes.



In the morning there were three lessons® At the first lesson
Georgian was taught, at the second — Russian, at the third ~ Arab>
After noon classes continued at Mosques... Georgian and Russian
were taught by Gurian teacher Iliko Natsvaladze, Arab — by
inhabitant of Oladauri Nuri Effendi, son of Qadi Akhmed Beridze".

It should be noted that Mr Memed’s son — Vladimer
Mikeladze headed the Oladauri school for a long time. One of his
grandchildren (Solomon) is an Academic Doctor, Professor in
Physics and Math, the other (Otari) — a famous radiologist.

“All villages are picturesque in Georgis, but they are more
beautiful in Ajeris and Mareti Gorge. But Oladauri- has other
charm... It is distinguishable in entire Shuakhevi and highland.
This beauty is accompanied by pride — the very first rural school
which was opened in Octomber, 1915, when it was going the
World War I and thousands of people were ranning to Mubasjir.
Meanwhile in Oladauri & Georgian school was opened and its first
teacher, director and sapporter was Ilis Natsvaladze, patron — Nuri
Beridze who opened the school in his own house and himself was a
teacher, too..Everything was covered with spow but it wam't
cold... “ (Janberidze/Japaridze 1995: 2).

B According to other data, math and music were alternately taught at the
4 lesson. (Makaradze 2003: 46).

M Today at some private schools the classes begin with education in
English. “Georgian pupils are taught a foreign language from the first grade. By
doing this have me outrun the educated world? It looks like this: “Penny -wise, pound
— foolish” (lit."Owner of a sweet apple looks for a wild pear in the forest")
(Gogolashvili, ibid., 143: 181). The point of Nuri Beridze’s personal
dignity is that in Muslim Georgia every day at school
began with Georgian lesson, afterwards it was followed
by a foreign (Russian, Arab) language. But we are sure that for this
method a local government hadn’t groveled to him.

179
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Landscapes ol the village Oladaun



960-9600 badnBsm ©Y LEPIE MEPSEIYOOL bmensdo

One of the school working days in the village Oladauri
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A house built by Laz and Ajarian builders (‘ustis’) in the village Oladauri
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The teachers of the first leavers of the Oladauri
secondary school (from left to right in the 1%* row): Akaki
Mskhiladze, Karlo Gugushvili, Lamara Loria, Sardion
Kalandarishvili, Shota Kartsivadze (Director), Levan Beridze
(Head of the Educational Department of Shuakhevi
Region), Mikheil Makaradze, David Beltadze, Otar
Jincharashvili; (2" row): Niaz Beridze, Eter Mgeladze, Nino
Kartsivadze, Leonina Arjevanidze, Ketevan Glonti, Neli
Kvachadze, Shalva Kartsivadze; Pupils (1% row): Akaki Beridze
(Nuri Effendi’s great-grandson, the only gold medalist),
Zurab Putkaradze, Nadya Putkaradze, Mary Zoidze, Avtandil
Tavdgiridze, Nazi Kartsivadze, Rusudan Makaradze, Nodar
Beridze, Archil Diasamidze, Vazha Turmanidze; (2" row):
Abesalom Putkaradze, Besarion Makaradze, Alexander Putkaradze,
Bezhan Kartsivadze, Rapiel Putkaradze, Shota Beridze, Zia
Beridze, Karlo Putkaradze.
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From a rural school of mountainous Ajaria to high

academic science — Prof. Akaki Beridze and Acad. Boris Petrovsky
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The Oladauri school-leavers of 2015 &Zom left to right): Amiran

Putkaradze, Nana Makaradze, Mirza Putkara

e, Nato Makaradze, Shota
Makaradze, Sofio Takidze, Tornike Makaradze.



03 1995 Gerol 30 mg3maddg@o... »3-0933056m0 3OHma3o-
@0l LB>EoLYOEHSEOM-Ls3EHgUGIE0M LsdFmMmadol Laxsdm Lbm-
398%9 893609M9d5m5 MIBHMG0OL BsGOLLOL AMLadm3gdemaE Jo-
Ha00Ld s LsdYmg3manbozsaom o) 096s8aBIgMwe Lol-
B0 3MMBdEYdgdBY Fglvdsdol obyMBIEngdL 0Ed3ES MO
d8s. 85306 Bgdm 5350l MEsdsBglo Lmazenol — mEa@IMGob
bs3oerm Uammsb s3OLYIBoEIE 80 Fammo MLGMOadmEs.

#5356 Foemsls oMgdo MBdOL,
dbMdBg HadEsbamsmmeo...
535MrEmO®@ IR MY
> 9g9d9Mvmsb agenoom —
F03350 5¢gdl, BgodL obol
L3MEms MEEsvIHOL*.

B6Hd gmbGyomady

©O0sb, 85806 ,,85moe BsBY 333603000 SOOI Bs-
8mdomm L3merol 306390 mgembdgmsamlbgdo — 33330 @3 X3~
83 B6G0dg9d0 oMLY 0Bt 330gEMYdBY MBdoOLol
Us89o30bm @ Lydetmzggermb Bgdbogn® Lsbgmafogm mbo-
396L0G9G9d30, SbEms 30 33y LdbgmBmJdrmo 3Hmaglm®-
535¢07303mLYdO LamgsGo Losdsgom dbgEgbosk ms3056m0 oo
d53vI0l, MENsIIMgE dgMmodgms dglsdoMzgaol — Bto g@gb-
©o 83H0odols s ,JsGMzgamms mMob FgHa-zombzol 385363~
9390 LB3BMPIPMIDOL“ (VMR IO ,LLILIEbM FabsmEgdol Bs-

25



3oBoLGHGMUE” GMI MimEgdwEBIL!), IBOM 3o .JoBoggEmms
8mc0b  3E@OME-Load63s6smgdem LybmysmgdoL” ds-
@obbiggom 36 Lyyag JoMao obogosdogzom BsmosmBmosd
3356380 E3AOLYBmo JoMzgmo 9ghmgabamo LsLFsgmgbemol
bay36m3asb6 oMBogh — gL BM3 038 Lmygmdo bgds, Lo
©I3Y SHIMBMdO YyMIGRL 5335680 OEO 053Md aMagds330-
ol — 3o mM39e0o 9HOL LyzMIGHO Jgabadol BgbBy samado-
b3030L gs33x 60l F0dFmEgdwol” (ombgd 0dgs330¢0) -
@©5-96sL", JoMo 39EoamaoHo sBGHM3BadOL df39M35emU,
09096, 3500 J03EHAL 30 LMol gB@L Boffsdo 0Bsbaggh (353-
6537 2003: 149). Bzgbo ,Foaboms fogbo — 336EGsdsdo gMGHagemo”
(a0m&a0 gmbody), Rzgbo ,50 03 gaBYYIGIE EIMEES JoMoze™
353830 > Loyy3bgBy BgMHos gHCPMEIE M3Foeagl Bl
Boaboghgdob xomlbm® LsdysmmB8o* (amamesdzoo 2014: 10)...

GHmpamO3 33©3ma339996, LsdgEbogmm batolibgdol dodbo-
39990 M0 LHdFML LMoL ©EIBMZHIBOL B98Iy ©OLYG-
Go6Hm> dEFYobzomy 238561x3905 B gamdAGRL, JMangadLS
o) Baogliaggdl g9dodos s 0Bgobghos g39Mmosb6gdryemo Jot-
oo bnaGoo sabodbsgm, Hmdgmbsg 3Hgmoll bymdosb
359 05360am0 MBYGAILO Y3530emgBo ©s YagdMogagto 6y-
B3oM9do 53339690¢0>.

1 matien Bghog! ~ 3o 5858097 Ligads Bs3NmbL JoMMIImd BmMol
Foma-gombgols 35353GEImIRwo  LsDMEsEMBOL" LFhoe baB)gEngHn
5359805@" 35EIIINYVOL BgLabgd (ab. LsbmdM B, Ne283, 0BoEoLo,
1911 o> 3. 33G1B0Bz00, 3o B3300) JHHNZIo® BmGob FaMHs-3oobgob
253536Ga9@oBamo  LsBmaxEmgdol Bglsbgd  (FELIEoEsE), Lbgmee @
abm3M9ds“, Ne4, ovdognobio, 1974).

26



30300 53530 (0> X 935¢ B0dG980 0153056070 Ly EMIBHMOM
©obgOA30900L ©330L gL — 1995 ferob 30 md@mddgeL.

Akaki and Jemal Beridzes on the defending day
of their doctoral thesis — October 30, 1995.

B3Bmbo 9396 39007 (EobgMHEHBEIBOL 8535) 1937 Haerb
M33M9LoGMgdMEo  bogrbol 3GGob™ 9g30ero ogm, Hmdgeog by
085%9 Mm3bgdmdE> — 9emo d3sqrog G®m 353m3bobs 35d>kgdoln,
Log3ena3l IM3PYMBdEO s 3MmEboErogzom 399mergdmErm; Mm-
3MO3 RobL, Lodsb3gBHM EoMHBdIBA0 Tdb gmero MRy O,
093s 3OOy merl, 95368 35063 35335300 Losdsyoom
mMong350L: dsGGH™ s8obmgol moAhs bogmabergm.

©osb, 65d3zoms@E oL bogmgbayg drmsen-
535930960 3565m@gdolbogol! — bbgsaggzodoE
396565060 J39y565, 3963 gHh®o gHho 3GMmacHgbyeb
39605896L dggaboll. 3g9abogcgds aoGEsgddbolb 4J39-
g4sbosl, 3365 @gds 3o 255bbogmbBgdL 3.

27



QOEO 0oy dMAxBYdEs: ,mMdgaPgbss Bggbo LsBOAsGo
90960, NdgeMgdalmsb BGIMms ddbmmme dxgboghgbsl Bgnma-
@03b... gbmzMgdols mgbosd dGmo Emgl sG @™ dgmobgl
895J3b. 8gmEbgl 33ab Lsds@om 3gMdo Fmobmgmol LygHs-
PI© © oY NeMEobiGobmgol GRS G338y, gl BB ™ dgmeo-
Bgb 63Lmg®aeos, dgmeby 3ogoL sdbmghos”

LfmGg 380¢md B9356R0gm Rzgabo LsBnEBogEM-3M3meEs
o bomgsfol LymymGoE 8oge 5356380 sdmERgMmo 30
6m36700L - bBIBdMEOL MBOggELOEYGHOL OEO (56v) Ls3sGHOM)
36mg8gbmAol @mdsh gxgboo JodEogsdol Bzommsdzomol
BImE>M0 509en3900L 73586 FoGdmmgBmeo bodyzgdo @s 39393
©7d0m, 53 0@EYom 233LIF>MEgdA> JoEAmyEgom XIX-XX bovy
3069, 39603330900 bfagms-g9Bs0@adol mzsebabGobom
LsgsGMNggEmb doMdzgge 3mobydo.

»JoOMZIMs dmGob  §oMs-3ombgol 35353630 gd9Eds
LyBMYEMYBA* EI3MLYIOLMESZ] M30LO BBEMBZgEO Joamms
39@5%BIMS 53563L. Job FgbggMYdL BosRbEsm, GMA, M3oM3z9-
@b gmzgeobs, olgmo bsboebm L3mEgdo MbBs 4sblBI6, Hmd
@gddog Lfoggds G3mdEom® Jo@orma gbsbg FotHodsGogds;
20 F5MBJOs@© Tgodergds 0mg3zsl, G®mI gl LsBmysEMYds
ogm 3965, GmIgmdsg JoGmgge dbomdl 8gmbsGBmbs mgmagbs
® 9hmgzbnmo FmenGs (50580dy 3., 1963: 121-122). 1881
Dol 350030 oblboeds 306Mzgwds JoGormEds Lzmensd

933039 LdoG339@o ROMYSGS 5356530 FobsEgdols @ 3vym-
GOOL SO MBSL.

Moso@gbo 3bsomamgds BgEs LLGOYYWoOy,
Gmdgmog 994s563gds LoBMdsmm obso@mgdsl -
d39®5 LoGOYWL, EsFYgdomo Limmd GmI >43L
b3doH3gms@E. bHmAgE sbgmo bsdo®33gwWo Sdm-
0943565 BbmGo 37)60d93 mwoEIN®3o Ly M3nbol
fob.

28



»50 80336 gbgvg s3dmoBIM S Johzgmesfyggdomo JsG-
oo Lymms, GEmIgmisg 1915 fmomsb Emadeg Lsdbgmmgsbo
205 3963mm s Bs3MMIho obGmGos 99J86s. MmLBsmmysb @s-
bubogn 333G3L LFsgms-g36smmgdoll smmGJIobydsdo LHMmos®
BsJoGm3zgmma 338myfmms bgmo* (3533M>dg 2003: 13).

33 899b9ds L5303 ME>EIMEOL Lsbgmenm LobiBgdol
©9BHOgdL, Fobsdmgdsty foabdo dsoc Tglsbgd 0dlxgamgdab
AbEm360 s sbemsbrgmo oMgddmmgdo, saMgmag 53 Lgmaens-
©5805305dmo  dmbfagzemggdo, Gmimgog oMol Jstorrmo
8936096980L, $H9dbozols oy JEdyGol bbgsmalibgs stdo
RoB9dema 8me3sFgmdgb. go6cs 580Ls, MmeEaamGol bmaol
L53568565mEgdenm  IgmmEmenmanol, dolo  39Esama0IMo
3500OB0LS 09 >SLSBAHEIE->0BOHEOTMS dmmzsfigmdol Ggs-
b3% 3GLgdMBL H33Eg603g LsnBHIAYLM mBmaMexE0s, s8odmd 5]
B396 3o 256389mMgd0m.

653005 B9aEmAnbadt EIBE3gImo 3Ms3065s, ambog®
93000b39egBL 3Ry 30bm3M, EIYBINIBEI® dmp3s-
Bromb 8960836980, Goms obobo §obsdpgdadg foabol 8gmcy
353m908s580 85063 g330035aalffobmo.

»™©bEsg Fas-30mbzol 8ammby doMms Mogbzoo ©s-
3083oggdwamo, Rs8mGhgbomo 333Gs mgl 8gaboghgbols Lbzs-
@©3bgs sGaol LsB3gEMm gdEs, dmmm Bzgbo bmegbol
33y BGHEgdo 58 L3BFgEmmL Bigio JsAgbol 8mbsgsmo
3mb®0obagBbdos“ (sbzmgmnsbo/nMobommmemo 1944: 3).

MEIIGOL Y9000, G33FE0sBLs oy Lsdmserm b3m-
@b bbgaalibgd MM sMeghmo ogdaro d@sdosto bgm-
3903569 mds; v BmGoL  dmGBRymEod dogmo Logm-
@bEob 356d0¢mBY b >BEHEMBOL F73dsGoGo sbsmnamgdol-
030L Mbasdm dmmazsfg, Ms@mmmglo 33BgamGool dmdmgstor-

29



AmAm35G0 gsdGIby 83350339, HMAgEds3 dBmdEoM®o L3meol
80 ficmob 0mdoggdg dmfagmer sdMmag baerbl y3gums®y oo
LobsGWEo — X6 LogmEbang YLYYAZS, Mscs obobo dm-
LEGRMEBIE 03539 LMoL Sufermzdsb owmdoggl.

©3 30, 9b E®IG ©3EHI? — d>3BHMbo FobBHbao SbEmd 339
92 Gamobsy, B5gMed dseBy LgMomBbeEo sbs3o Al Lemsg >G
9GYMBS > 0Eoc Mo@BMI?! — 58 Famo 3ol Xodoo idES-
690> Md30L0 MLsYzsMEglo IsLFsgemgdmmols Boemgs Jgmbosb
LEsol, XgO 30I3 3983093eslgmo Imgmo Lmerooms
3o 3993500670®s Joormeo §gMs-gombgol rEmeEobs®
40-50 §emol msBsm@mamgdl ©s 3M3gMH00 Jo3wMISEIOo Ls-
J30L 05335303 YMBoEd — 3dBLINCMYB0m 30 sdmBscengzols
mAdzgegLo $Hsdmol Babatgzms dMmogsmm®ebxmer LadoMzzgm by
$80005 a0mEz0L LbgEMdOL sbaeno gaEgliools 539d0Ls, Sby GmI
55359l > 35633(%303gdL olgsE 833960960 LmBEOL 03~
3mdfmbg dmlisbangmdaLs.

05308 AMBY 29Ol 535 005l Bzg63s FobadsMads
8990930 LBGogmbgdo dmgbs:

365 Mo agmamls, mgom 9L gemaLss!..
©IgMmad> 0BgdML, 50ANEMBdMOZ30 ImMLsbErgMdol dog®

#8383 3mba“ fmEadem HdodsMl 3G>3bMEmE 30BOEYY)-
6500 9O6Fyobmb Lodsogzgmmmadol..

2 0By L3O ® @oBIGODMLS © XX Lyaynbol 3oMggeo
99mndbyEol Jodormen 3Ggbado Lbzsmalbgs MIMmomod EILILYEIBdYEo (D6
1915 §., b36 1916 §., 560 -g60 s3¢mBomaGEns30 1914 Famag Jo!); BzgB BbsEYL
303000 00 OmbybOHRL, Gmigwog 833wa3Emd @ FIGBxoLGo?
MBG3EoLmdOL HMBPRBos Fodmagbomo - vnGm dgtog! — ddbagmzsb
OXDHEITHI0N @ 3B bzemol 3ohgger Smbijsgargon dgblog®gastiag LmGoe
1915 §amols mhmBd9H-6mg8d9h0 Bg8eeRs.

3 69(%43, M-EIE-3-79M-0 JMMbIME 650193580 ~JEPoEIERO" BmD 3H3s7!
30



59 dmerm EOHML Mmool Lsdsem bimaobl yzgms-
B9 b3EIBIME oMYJBHMAL cxMAg g LoBBsGo Bsbagl:
399m@amdsBy AgMEbangdlL 353gmemos LsAbGHYIMOL Mdow J3gy-
69030, 5BsRbEBy 30 0LY3 EIdVGVYBGBMES AMdEOG Us-
Jomggmmdo — mIgEmds JgomsE SMBEobmL dsGmb 3sb-
Ho63L gL LoBA>G0, B3g6 30 38NJOHMB, GMB a0 dsdmdsbogros
5350l Lybbosbo EEYgdoLs, GMIYBdOE gAMb ©L-
AYE™A0d 53V 575w Tmbiabengmdasb.

4m39edbMog 9939a0d0m, §obsdrgdsdy fogboom @gms-
L53dMdEm3ngg Po3INVIMO gvEno 930MblzgaEgdl, bl IoMy-
dom 3o Abm3sb 39sama0 LrbmMydEMYdL, Moms 3500 sBsenm-
30960 LOBIMYDO S¢S ObogmB.

»OM3gamo 3nboEsbsg 6 Bgbgom masm®l, ymag-
@0 3bMH0s6 AMPIBL ;mgmGo Jg6mbds — bggdo Bamenolss, 3)o-
3000 H™I B3R M> 3vYs LmRIEBo ©Ed> 0135l sbg 3ambos, Logds
>53M0bgds ©d Mtk LogmEgdo 33336ML Bg3Mogbm, Joa®sd
bobsomol Lagsbg 2553MgbsL >G 5306MH9dL. 3oMojom, Bobygh
Powofiooob  gmzaer  ©AmML  3be-3bese  dmgMobszgh
99mO3bagdo ©d 9BM-80sdmBo 0MIML w306, Jmsl-35d06g-
90 30 gogzoe-bogowom 538996« (om®3sbodyg 1995).

©38mzomgdgmo Lsgodmggmml  OmBsgsmo bBibob
9563 mgbsd, 89360963038 Mbms 3EIPgzoAML, Gyt ogo
339460l 3modo3nH-93mbnloznto @ Jow@OGIGIwo Lod-
@0gMol L3m3395, 3GMaMHgLem Lsdbgmdfogmms m36389amdHM-
d580 069 GoHgdol smgogdyo 3omHmbss.

9m3smdol 3Mmagldo Esa330MEs MsdMmago b3gaoseyGo
(Gmamea Ly3gEBogHm-3m3mmstmmmo, oy bdas63sBsmEmgdnm)
@OoAgM3GOoL, LssGJogzm Tsbagmobs vy XIX-XX Lovy3mbgos
Us385mc dbgema byemdoLsfzcomado foabawo gambol Babgs o

31



3M39Gmo  obdhmMommo 53d0L ;zomIbomzgE bIbEIBIMm
80ndgmmgdmsb  doLavdMYRS, GSLYE 33MexeMOo 9g3daYdEROm
R3960 Foabol GyoeddmGgdol, 3mBlmEm®s6®gdol, MgEgbPgb-
HBoLy 01y MHXR0I6IBOL 36 Bsmydgmo 3megandol 33M93Y.
356L53NEIPRME@o Fommdom a306s dmgobligbomo m3sfiem-
dmbogo 3GmBgLmEgdo 3Bsbs @NAIIMdg s G8D LYHIs-
60dg (LygoGN3gEmL AFgHoeros s FOBsEolhms 35380MHgdOL
$0360), 5363339, MEEIGHOL Lzmerol gmgowo oxyg sbansb-
IO OMIJHMHYdo — dotmbgdo gsb@sby 8333639 s BgGmad
B3G9, OMAgmomsg magagb ™s3036m0 stjozgdom Ls-
290¢mB0L LsBwysemgds.

6Hm3 3M5 3GHMRBILEE BaGo®mb sdzmgmosbol Lobgarmdol
B3mry8oL b3 EMEEIMBOL BNBIMBoLY ©d JMorsolols oy
doobol 3G703980L s653GMBgEod EINBIMgEo ©IBIS-
6903, Bz96L Foabl 3G9m0 Lrob®gmgbm dmbsagdo sI3emcoy-
dmes. 58 AbMO3 ¥MEBIME0s obBMMOoL 5350900 md-
GMO0S MmO 3mammo3zomols s 89Gsd 39MAg33d0b, saMgo-
39, 99360960 56533GMAol Bsmgems 89GH3s8odol 0565amad.

RodL 3mfoxgadl — FoEMEMaO0L 5330980 mIGm-
90, 03569 R935b03z30¢m0L LabgEmdol ;dogroliols bsbgmdfo-
am MbozgMbo®g®ol sbmaeMgdrm 3Gmaglmel Jgmggzsb 8s-
63056-bYdIAOLS > 3MBMENE Rogmdsgol Lobgamdol 9Bycdy3-
BogMgdol oBudo®dudol 393B0gM096538GMAgmL GwLs6 om-
bgmosbl LGEOssE 5O 935EPdMEIm, LJoMoZgEML 256sm-
@9d0ls s 993609M9d0L LsBOBOLAGMLME sGLYdMEo Gvbos-
390l ghmzbmmo Ls3gabogmm BmBEOL LagGbHm 3ME3M@-
Lobozgol dmgdBoEdobim ,@mash 9xg6mo JodEozsdol masf-
ol by30smE Moo 3MA3oMBIONo 35G06H0, Jsasd,
8obgEags® 530ly, o0 053IBMYS39® 0IGMAGL, Goosg

32



IJEOEILO EIBAGFDS s@AMYROBIL MIzgnsBom BduFagammagdgmmls —
Pob6s3c0gds6g Foabol s3BmAU.

dmqreils 3o oLy GxEemdy Bes AXEZIBIRM:
0do@olol 03367 x33500830aol  Lbgmmdol  bsbgmafomm
60ggMLoGgHoL LEME 3GEMBILMEL, cbhMEol 8ggBogmgdscms
©MJO™MOL, Ldas6398m ©3 LEMEREIB0E gmwBlL L3sGlgmols
gm0l 394969880, ga303gbs > LoGosdo 2007-2010 Femgddo,
Bomb gmBs 23g3Hodgl, sGH6ol Labgmafoam wboggPbodg-
Gob Jodorgmo g6obs @d @odgmsdamol gsbymaommdol 3d-
39U, 36GmRgLmG Gmob gsghgerodgomb, 0337 wBoggGlodgdol
Ugdodmamy 3GMmRILMEL BEYWs3 8m3s8smob, oMby Joé-
039 BsBMESEMIdOLs s BgMgoEBdo 3oM3gmo JsGow-
@0 L3meol ©33xwdBldgML, 3GMABIL@E Lo 8mmosbl, Lydo-
AMmmy SHoIBAEEIBL — gMbol BgLsbodBsg 8gmabagdl,
UHSFdmE@Ool LabrEmoghm Labfagmgdmob  3MELEIMIZEGRY-
@gdL G38D 3335am3dghs ©d RGP 3MmGamagy, GmImgdog
95056 a39b3MB96 >0 @mB6 gagboo Jedgogzsdol, obds-
o@ bmys diogsdgoeols @> yswo byMo gugtoo Byhodob
omngBol 3365aMHgdm 30deommy3gddo ©mIde Mol 3so-
3%@sbom  dmefoae mLxrgG-LAAbgm-36de  Fogbos
o bganbafigomd 3580083Ms-3dm3zombzsdo.

38339963 3GLgdmbyb: gholizsggbo, 33agbo @3 3sgDbgdo.
B396 Bdmmm@ 9GHobsgms (Gmammg FoMlvyam, olg Mebsdgmm-
30) 3°0gamfiool 336dboergsk Bg39a@obom FobsBgdaky 6y~
96:m830. SMMEM39BEE 336 Forozombagor XIX-XX Usvwymbgors
30x65%9 3356380 dmm3zsfg Robgdvrano 3gaamyol, Jmdvmgomdo
306390 Lzmerol E3FALPMOL — gMEm 3303530330(Ol
Lo®yagdl: ,dzoeob Pufsgmamse @3GM3IVs Mgomdzzwgmn-
B3b 603653L!“ — 53335 GLAY, 9HOLISEOL oM, ty3olL 3063971

33



8mBmyGagool m3BGEEgRoEsbzy BBL, Gmd oE)-
3 833190830 gdL B;sdmBogamBdsg GgLsggMolio 3gsgon: Ls-
bgargdboddmemo 8936ogmgdo oy Labmasm dmm3sfggdo gm-
3930l Am3GAsegdee 3303l 3059096 LBsJgdm 330l 3o-
390L, HMAmMgdds>3 LGSIBMmEOLs @ 39¢9PMdGHaol mJhm-ggh-
gbmom BmzsMaggdre Libyymmbm my Ld0d3gHaGmGm Lsbsd-
3ggd3o ggmbgdomn gdmgMgbsl 8506g M33zosbmo 8dmdemono
bmgmol MLiggzsGegbo ,@9g-0GEGo” 3GBogl, Lysg Ls-
393m@ 3308y bzgEMo b3sm fomo. damdgmo baembol 3g-
ogbo 39GH30LOLIM30L dHAMETN MM FoMaddmaEo 35¢%)-
GomgdL LdIMEsdIm dBLLEgBgdgmog 0d3g — mmasm™Bo
3330

#050IBL* 3GlEMML 330Fggdsm ffobsdsGos ,usgdgbo
ba80AMB0“ 5 30360  LydzgmmgddgEm dmm3zsfgmdoo
30mmdIE6 3500 333MAEB. SUY BdYITOCI:

36m@gglm®G8s 993w B36Hodgd 23dmbBroxmy30l g3emgliool
83960 mdobogol, Tvgsbgzol Ls3dgmm ©d (BHgeg3ma3sbos
2089000L“ LB3®HEY30BOM S>GBOL EIBHBMBBSFIOMI®, MEIEIYY-
ol LM LIMEOL LIINM-LIMGGEO LIdSZOGM FBOL §o-
g3560Ls > Lm@mobL 333G Ao LaBgmambm Liammol
3335¢ ol 3gLadgbaco Bglisdsdol B3B3l 30 000 Mo gocsy)-
Gogbs, bmem LLIMEM E@BdMAIGHMO0d gengdBOEmbmmo 53s-
3G MGom ELRMIMS;

36GagaLm©G8s 33530 836098 M35 03OLES MEdEIMGOL
LMol 9Hm-ghoo LyorRdomgm LsTBsEOLOL s®gMoser®o
3600, 53Mgm39, 50 Fyz0mo mbomsdrm@o, o omgmdo
250mbaggbgdgmo a3gblLvEdmo s L3MGEGYIO 2oxSBLIMGdOL-
30l 5730EgdIo 3GMdYGIB0 B menssAye dmbfsg-
argdl;

34



36mgobmGads gaaRs 8533M3dgd 533Moz0L ghom-ghoo
3m83s600L (USAID) 3bs6qs3gMom 1bHmbzgmmym memssr@ols
bs3vgaemm Lgmenol M93mBGHOL RoHsMgds @ 8ys® L3930y dm-
818539 2>0dMdOL 3obBHHIEMmo LolGgdol 3g]abs;

36mgobm®m8s GaGogm gG3IGdgd mmdsb gxgboo Jsd-
303530 sdaEgdol 89-200 Famobimagh Jmmsnlol Labgmdfogm
mBozg@Lodg®d8o ordmabs Lsgsbagdm badygboghm 3mbagmgb-
305 ©5 353mligs Fsmaad33@YBovyHo 3Mgdvyero ,JoGmgzgmm Mo
999330MymMds“, MHmdol 89496330 dmbafoengmds oomgl st~
dbmemE JsGozgmds, M3g@ MEbmgeds abmdowmds dgabog-
98353..

0D B3bGeradg

gogmemanol 39360gMgdsms MIBMGo, ool
LabgEBGogm bogzaMlo®gdob Lsds@om 3Gmaglm©o, -
BsoMLgdgmo geHmzbamo 3Gl Limenobs 350 Ys©,
Lasg Uffsgemmdl oo Byéo g9ggbeo ByMmodol 3g9d3lg
0mdol FoMdmBsagbgmo, 3Gmaglm® xgdser ByGHodol
F30@0330e0 — 35BoM> 0Ms3emo dyHhody.

35



It was October 30, 1995. Two brothers were defending their
dissertations on surgery and the problems of satellite
telecommunications systems before the Dissertation Boards to earn
a honorary degree of doctor. Then the Oladauri secondary school
of the most beautiful village of Upper Ajaria was celebrating its 80'
year anniversary.

“In Tamarchala a twisted horned
Deer runs...

They have assembled

And are rocking an Ajarian dance -
School Oladauri

Opens gate to celebrate”.

Zurab Gorgiladze

Yes, the first gold-winners of the secondary school which s
standing on high mountain like a white temple”, Akaki and Jemal
Beridzes were standing with dignity at the Chairs of the Thbilisi
Medical and Technical State Universities. And today eminent
professors and academicians are proud for the century-anniversary
of the first national school of the Mountainous Ajaria founded with
the effort of their great-grandfather, a founder of the Oladaurian
Beridzes Nuri Effendi Beridze and "Soclety for spreading of literacy
among Georgians”" (sometimes it was called "Ministry of Public
Education)t, exactly “Cultural and educational society among

4 Moreover! — Kita Abashidze put issue to change the *Society for spreading
of literacy among Georgians "into " Georgian Academy of Sciences” (see, " People’s
Newspaper”, Ne283, Thbilisi, 1911, and A.Abramishvili, Kia Abashidze about
*Society for spreading of literacy among Georgians” (from the past), “School and
Life", Ne4, Thilisi, 1974).
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Georgians™. This is the village where the book of I. Gogebashvili —
“a passer of a crutch to the nation for recovering its consciousness”
(Joseb Imedashvili) "Mother Janguage® — the peak of Georgian
pedagogy is put in a cradle of newborns, their umbilicums are kept
in a school soil (Makaradze 2003: 149).

“The “book of books” our “ai ia” guides a Georgian child
and has been faithfully paving the way to the magic world of
literacy for more than a century” (Gogolashvili 2014:110).

As they narrate, after finishing two meetings of Dissertation

Boards the friends, colleagues, relatives of candidates laid on a
Georgian united banquet of doctors and engineers to celebrate this
brilliants victory. The feast was decorated with flowers sent from
the beautiful Mareti gorge and delicious sweets.

Mr Levan Beridze (father of PhD students) has been expelled
from school only because he was a son of “enemy of the people”
repressed in 1937. He dreamed of finding just one of his father’s
bones to burry in the grave. Apparently, at the banquet hall he was
on the verge of tears, and with tears on his eyes but still manly
proudly he said: “Only for this it was worth to Live".

Yes, life is really worth for high academic
education! Otherwise no country, no nation can
create anything progressivel.. Science reforms
the country, education lights it up.

Great llia says: “Ignorance is our dangerous enemy. Only
science can fight with it... Only an educated man can score a ball
from the field of life. An educated man is Bonorable served at the
table of life and if something is remained for an uneducated man
it's just the leftovers of an educated man”.

That is why the title of my scientific and popular book is the
delighted words said by a great-grandson of a distinctive person -
Great (i. e. honorary) Professor of the Istanbul University Loman
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Effendi Kartsivadze. And being inspired with this idea I did my best
to show you the pictures of the 19-20% cc. in terms of education in
the ancient region of Georgia.

“Society for spreading of literacy among Georgians" guarded
Ajaria. Its leaders believed that above all, the public schools should
be opened, in which teaching would be conducted in mother
Georgian language. It can be said without exaggeration that this
society was that hearth, which preserved mother tongue and
national culture to Georgian people. The first Georgian school
which had been opened in Batumi in 1881 laid the strong
foundations for education and culture growth in Ajaria.

High education is an upper ‘floor which is
based on secondary education - on lower ‘floor
which, for its turn, is based on primary school
Just such foundations were laid by Nuri
Beridze in Oladauri a century ago. “The Oladsuri
primary school which had passed a glorious way since 1915 to date
and created its own history, is based on this powerful roots. The
whole Georgia helped Ajaria who could rescue itself from the
Ottomans, to revive education” (Makaradze 2003:13).

The details of Oladauri school system will be told by a
venerable former- and acting directors as well as the school-leavers who
today are contributing greatly to the improvement of different
fields of national sciences and culture. In addition, there are some
interesting monographs on Oladauri school educational methodology,
activities of the teaching staff, students and graduators. So I will not
speak about them at present.

Since no one can avoid errors, I willingly consider reader’s
notes and remarks for the second edition.
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" At one time Ajaria which suffered a lack of literacy, today it
is a smithy’ of different branches of science, and the young people
of our schools are the future contingent of skilled cadres of this
Smithy'. "(Akhvlediani/Kirisilogli 1944: 3).

At various times the Oladauri elementary, secondary and
primary school of eight-classes was headed by many great people.
Among them is a selfless person who lived his life to educate the
youth, the highest “abbot-preceptor” Vakhtang Beridze, who
wished the people who had been invited at the 80th anniversary of
the Native School, healthy life to attend the century-anniversary of
the same school.

And this day has come!s — Mr. Vakhtangi now is 92 years old,
but this serious age couldn’t do him no harm! Do you know why?
During 58 years he has been carrying the photo of his beloved
teacher Shalva Chqonia in a hurt pocket. When he was in the
seventh grade he wholeheartedly taught illiterate 40-50-year-old
villagers Georgian. He was an initiator of many public affairs —
especially of the construction of new and wonderful St. George
Church on the ruins of the Gamonatlevi ancient temple.

At one time, our forefather dedicated the following lines to
the Gelad Academy:

“We dream of Gelati - our Hellas!...”

Let the temple which the local population call "Minor Athos"
shine in Georgia not only visually! ...

5 Though special literature and the Georgian press of the first quarter of the
20% ¢, name various dates (sometime 1915, sometimes 1916, in one of autobiogra-
phies — even 1914!). We support the view which is given in the works of most
scholars and journalists. Moreover, in the memory of venerable inhabitants of
Oladauri and the first school-leavers just October-November of 1915 is preserved.
6 It is interesting, if o-lada-ur-i is a Colchian ‘Eladian?l
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Recently the oldest director of the Oladauri secondary school
had a dream: in autumn he went to the southern warm countries
with swallows, in spring he returned to his native Georgia. Let God a
Mr Vakhtangi's dream come true well. We think that it is an echo of
a stroke of bad luck which repeatedly befell the Ajaria’s population.

I will try in every way to warm hearts of readers, especially
the older teachers’ society in their homeland, not to have similar
dreams no longer.

*From which side one looks at Oladauri, from each side one
can see a white building — column of light, placed in the middle of
the village like a swan and watching it, as if it Is about to fly up and
make a great leap. But the house of light is not going to fly up. On
the contrary, every time of the year swallows’ in groups fly’ hither
in the yard and fill class rooms with cheerful melody, chatters,
clamor” (Turmanidze 1995).

Education, science should solve the future of the independent
Georgia, because it is a source of the country's political, economic
and cultural power, it is an essential condition of the integration
into progressive community of nations.

In the working process I had to look through many scholarly
(popular science as well as education) literature, archival material
or hardly available book fund of the 19-20t* cc., to talk with elder
people who are the eye-witnesses of many historical events. We
could not carry out these labor without editors, consultants,
reviewers, interpreters and the colleagues from Batumi. My special
thanks to the honored Professors Shushana Putkaradze and Ramaz
Surmanidze, Nugzar Zosidze (Member of Union of Writers and
Journalists of Georgia), former and acting directors of the Oladauri

40



school Vakhtang Makaradze and Merab Putkaradze, who gave me
the opportunity to use their archives.

If not tireless support of the staff of the Batumi Khariton
Akhvlediani Local Museum, Tbilisi and Kutaisi archives, a large
number of noteworthy data would haven’t been entered into my
book. In this regard, great support of Academic Doctors of History
Otar Gogolishvili and Merab Kerdzevadze, and a research-fellow
Natela Shervashidze should be signified.

My postgraduate canditates — Academic Doctors in Philology,
Associate Professor of the Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State
University Ketevan Margiani-Subari, and Research-Fellow of the
Arn.Chikobava Institute of Linguistics Rusudan Ioseliani were not
obliged to prepare rather complex computer option of the Shota
Rustaveli National Science Foundation grant "Merits of Loman
Effendi Kartsivadze®. Nevertheless, they unsparingly worked to
give aid to their teacher — the author of the present book.

Finally, many thanks to Full Professor of the Ivane Javakhishvili
Tbilisi State University, Doctor in History, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador in the Persian Gulf countries, Egypt
and Syria in 2007-2010 Gocha Japaridze, the Head of the Georgian
Language and Literature Department at the Ardahan State
University Professor Roin Qavrelishvili, semitologist Professor of
the Ardahan University Abdulah Mohamad, a founder of Iranian
Georgians’ society and the first Fereydan Georgian school Professor
Said Mulisn, young semitologists — good experts of Quran,
graduators of the Istanbul seminary Eduard Gorgodze and Ramaz
Kakaladze who helped us to decrypt and read the Ottoman-
Persian-Arabic books and manuscripts which are preserved in
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almost destroyed libraries of Haji Loman Effendi Kartsivadze,
Ismail Khoja Khalipashvili and Qadi Nuri Effendi Beridze.

In the world there are public men, men and little men. I'll
speak about (past and contemporary) public men in the present
work. One cannot read calmly the words of Gulo Kaikatsishvili —
an excellent teacher, a founder of the first school in Kobuleti who
worked in Ajaria in the 19-20% cc.: "To have an illiterate child is
equal to suicide!” No one can say such words but a public man!

From the first pages of the monograph it is clear that glorious
fathers have appropriate offspring: celebrity scholars and public
figures always respect praiseworthy grand-grate fathers, who
preferred the gullies and ravines of their native villages, lovely
gardens, yards where they had a quite a hard fate to luxurious life
in the gold and silver carved Istanbul Sultan’s and St. Petersburg
Emperor’s Palaces. Many patriots who had experienced vicissitudes
in the struggle for a better future of their native people have been
buried in Oladauri.

Grandchildren never forget their ancestors' heroic deeds and
try to continue with their charitable activities. For example:

Prof. Jemal Beridze has transferred 30 O000GEL to build the
Gamonatlevi church, to install the TV channel of the Municipal
Cable and TV Company "Imedi" in Shuakhevi, to purchase
equipments for the: Oladauri high school mountain-sports
funicular rajlway, automatic telephone station and school
laboratory.

Prof. Akaki Beridze sponsored one of the Oladauri school
iubilees and donated 50 pairs of skis, boots and other sport
necessary attributes to the pupils of Oladauri.
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Prof. Elguja Makaradze provided Oladauri secondary school
repairs and fuel central heating system with the support of one of
the American companies (USAID).

Prof. Tariel Putkaradze dedicated a special scientific
conference to the 200th birth anniversary of Loman Effendi
Kartsivadze at the Kutaisi State University and published a
collection “Kartvelian Heritage", which has been compiled by
Georgian as well as foreign outstanding scholars ...

Iza Chantladze

Doctor in Philology, Honorable Professor of the Ilia
State University, founder of the Thbilisi National Cultural
School “Kai Qma”, where a representative of the sixth
generation of great Nuri Beridze, grandson of Prof. Jemal
Beridze little Irakli Beridze studies.
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3939085 JsG o gbol BgBo 365 03036 B. M>3EI3nMZgEsE 20

7 300093 3530, HMO ML MIEOINMIMNES a3 gsbsomadol
bolhgds Hmammg Bs3NoGH03 MM I3030, oL BdJAMIIEML MYHFEbmasb
L300, L Y30es 33333 (B30 BmMob JsBongaangdLagl), doMomEE,
UHmeao F36ob036.
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9> OmM?, 89637 0360196 03emmM s dmEml byoB)
doomfjos. Asbfogamgdgandsg 0a™dbm, GMmA o ymebs Mbogmam
0gm, M350 JoGhomymob gbols obRog 36 gudmms, s dm33MH-
agbmd bmgddgMmangy. 33650M3@ LBammsd ghmo mgzg demogh go-
Ldm ©> ImBsgomBo Gmam® §38ma3zgmgdb Lsgdgl, Sems38s
afigob”.

53560l dmbiabamgmdall JoGmzgmo BsdgRo ©s dgagdo dsm-
530696, 35338 ,85806 3™ Bgddboms JMmBTHOL g gMo
3930, 3M3 gBmo Jodormmo foabo oy dbsdaHmo Bsfomdm-
300, 0x39@d 535M9wo Joargdo — exxsbob dFRIBo ~ grommd-
696, 353959000 s 8039mA>3mmdOLSMZOL 33EIgRIT JSd-
350006md 300M-mBHMemd baembafig®o® (bm™3s60dg 1996: 14).

Johogm bambsfighos ghmabam abdM8o IEIwes
XIX Lam3mbob ghmo JaMadyobo (N12585), GmAgmog Bglciy)-
@RIE0s oenBy Me30LgRG0 BbgeArwon (9. §. ~eoesdhD-
o byeron®), sedmBgboos JmdrmomBo @ sbamagh 5430003
054508300l 8m3zang 8960336s. JoGormmo @sdFgHenmdals Lo-
305m mGog0bsamm®o babg 85806 0dad §obozn®o gMonsbmdols
3926900l 83336 B3JOHMGE, GG 3H3gRMb ysEygHRgbos
Joonggamds Lo ghmabremo 3363arHgdobsysd (Babads-
0d30emo 2011: II, 282).

1891 el BagsGos Jo3063dg sugo g6mdL 33§30l s3o-
4530 39006 RIMLIbEngRMmO @g339gdol LGP 335G0l
BqLabgd: ,x599L 339600 LLLEGs3EgdYms, Lssg daxs Jié-
®m39m 8538398 83GHM MIPGHYL suFsgeobl. 59 dmerm EAMU
Jotorayeo goobgs Ll @szaLFzeY, sbensd 38307336 LbggdL s-
wLFogenosm. 33 8admghgdo gHml mxsdTo d3geo 33336 JoG-
oo J3Gdapobo sndmBbes, GmAgmog BN gagbood §g-
63-300b30L L88sGMNZImlL §58mmaBIghs. gb 33H3Ms J>HdY-
©obo oo 38 33630 36 3MHol, B33M8 Bzgbmgol ol 3Gob o-
®o, GmB gb Bgmmbsfahio 3JopGL 8530306 JoHmggml
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axTo 53580l Jgbsdbyers ©s ol 33HGMEL ©YEBYHL Job-
0o Jomdzsg amwbos“ (303obsdg 2013: 165).

obog 36mdogos, GmI Jgwsdo, dygsbodgms GsGBobgdmem
aRdIo, mgom Lsdm30dd ,EIPBGYmO dymomn“ JguGHMmg-
dmem 3686 ggbabliag” Boszgzeos (gmEGbBsemo ,dmaddg”, Ne10,
1901; bobmzos 1950: 243-244; LGBs60dg 2004: 84).

30, 65 vo8d9L 1895 Foal BgdmsFomgmons a8otmmo Lyy-
@0ol33900590L BgLsbgd Byabgends Bmbyygdds Bagsos JoJabsdgl,
HmBgmlag oIS a5ema3Bombas ,§oabol Msnbeo® mims:

H396 s Eobymgdo 2ob@IzsMm. SHBaErEnby s sbaengs-
@dgdo HmP GxLds somm, ol 8989y B35 0F 36 33gJom s
3b3g §sBsL 238m34930m. 0056 BYas680 Imaz0y396s s Lbgs-
b3S bmgemgdBo sa3sLIBES. 83806, B3gBL 5J dmLgemsdpnl,
Boabgmgdl 3g930bgdmesm, gsooryy, Gvlgdo dm3zoEbabm, s
330®m3 obobo MLYsEdo 5d3gmeroy3bgb. B3gb Gmd Bmggmom
33, 935630 40 bngs8EOL ogm sgGogro s Fabymo®.

#JPHOE0 965 X:535b9m0b Jaho39wgd8o MNEyE3) @3-
3999ms. LamEs™os, GMI SHoenEobol aoLf3Mm03, J33dEnsbls s
amabm3l, Joogger 3538503650380 JoGorgmo g6s smIMz06
03Ol s 0350 0jom 30 BgAdBL, Losg 120 LmEgEos, SFoML S
Lb352,96, donENscE JoMorMEs Ms35M3mMdYE JoMoggmn 353850d-
53%0. ML SB3EEOLbOL S sbaEngsesdol3gb Jodmyeo gbs bads-
85armdl“ (30306399, JoMonggmms 3s3mliamndgds, 3. 118-120).

965 9@3s ghols ... Johmymeo 965 MbEs o3 J3s3n-
nbg@ Bzgbol gsbsmmmgbrembdols ...@g®sgbme gmbgdol
2obU6s By3330Ls gmgmam Jgdmgdgmos... MBgadgdss Bzgbo Ls-
308360 8gHo, GMmIgmmsbsg BHIMmms dmeme 953609GgdL
99999 036. (00d);

JsGonmi@ ghosmo Jmgygsbsa 3moMagbgdol, GMmBgmLIgS
306> Johnymoms gboms gsdo 3goffozol s mma3sa gmagmo
>20LGHYgdol! (30mMao BgMhreng);
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©I©3-96> Lyymos Lammobs... ymzgmb Jagysbsdo @gms-
960U, LYAAMBE@ J3gygbol > odIHhIGGOL VgbFagms Bgom-
396L 83336l Lo BL BVGHYE30LIL @3 gmagmb LiLFsgmgdgmBo
©3nImBoo 3g3L M30hH39mglio 3®@a0eo (053Mmd 3mMagds3z0Mmo
1940: 70, 117-118); gmmDy 8mddggdt sGGm @g@s-96s;
gm3omo vgbm gbs 3d, Gmameg 9bs BgblogHgbols, MamyMos
(mamasdz0emo 2014: 21);

065 ¢m3563u36gmo dsgos, MEMIMOLmEIg, GmBgmog
36 1b> ogmb gho, Mmsgol 306mzbgbalis 3356Gyagl, 36 gHmbl
(009 bsbmzos 1950: 112);

965 B3960 9ol B 0s6mBol g38mBbIG3gmos. GMEgLsg
9LS> O oL gho I336d3L BBMBEoG 963b, B98c9ge EITGRYDS
996> At G503y 9HMzgbm-LabgmdfogmgdHogo Labg? (8395
5358009 1998: 42);

©9©-gbol 33hgdg Bzgbo Lymmgdo J3033Bg 04bgds 339-
B8o (35Bgmo ,8maddg", N95, hz0anlo, 1895)...

UfmGg s3o¢madss, Gm3 1874 Faml Lbsemsdo amdgol
3>Go0agds MFg3L s3oMob 39l FgHog boddosdzoml Gurligool
3969Ms-50vB6¢H0l a0mGa0 goBdgaol Fobsdg: ,dsmby Lom-
3305, GmMmd BY3d> 830gdds 5 0gnId ™ez056mo fobsdmgdal
g65. 9B 080®H™M3 AmMbS, MHMI demMIdO 535dEY Msgsbdo gbma-
AHmMd696 — 03305600 gEOL MR sbom* (43Bdga0 1995: 46).

306585335 (= 39Ms d3%mE3s), BgGog dgy boddnsdzomols
©> 39M3sBgmmo Joedadmbolb sbemds, 3oM3zgmds JMoLtns6ds
3585385000563 3FoMengdl mMal, dgbabodbags ogms M
8bmermee 936HM3TEo @ mbdsara®o gbgdo, $H8)e Gabawmog
©5 JoHnEog. 38mdmovy® 3ghy3emgdsls sb Sufogemas 8ga9-
3ol LslsbeNgBo gm0 SboEIBEES dmems BGhody, MMBgmbag
89300005 3gm Lsb™INs B0TZ0sd30mYd0G. .Jsbmngmo Jo-
mb3d 30 3ogo, 83g®38 Hads 39GHo306 8sbFogms @s A3¢grosb oML
obgdgbm, BsLfsgerogmm. dgg Losdm3zbgdom Amgmxado ©d
5906037 Lssmob 296353emdITo bgmbsfgMo sbmgdol babios-
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00 35353560. LobsGmom @il gfos — sderg ggMmadidolsg gst-
Poamo gt Fohstsm. 353maAz0MBgBdOLIL bmad, -
69,39, Joemdgdocsb 8ol 8339609 ga0MEolismgol MR
Joomsdo (foabo) 33893336, 83 oo LosdmgBadoo 333731369
K09¢0>-965" 08 0890, MM, 0J69ds 39 Foabol LsBmsegdoo ds-
063 35036mb 80Lds BganMds B3zg6o FLM3MYBs, 0d67ds Ldbgan-
3303369em Foabols 3sgergbo mqbgamsg sMob sdm3Egb doto
6mBo > 30d067dMmo JsGmvyemo grao... = 0ambgdl ,dmabs-
WEMBIMI” 53¢MmMo (Labmzons 1950: 227).

Laafimbacime, AdLFogmgdamol Labgeml Godmimeg O
330359 . LEdM30s, M¥YFEd gl 3GEdS ZdLv3Z0MN! — dongdgen-
0 ©d 0sbsgaBmos 063maBodme@ sLEbgEgdoL LBowmo
XIX Lyryambol 5336380 dmaBIv® 833e35M0 0wy >Md33aEg-
3360 — 439l 6B SBIVBOIMYBL. BmMLaEmEbgamos, GmI
39608 bodBosdzoeol sbryemol dmes ymgowoym migse 6afo
83k0dg, MmPgmog dgams LsLYBEgBo Bs3LILYGO F0BBLYdOM
330670 LHSIBMMBo 33650mxRdOL Bomgdl M3 Femols g36353-
@md530, G305 brrkd 35dbcosMogm.

93000039030, sendsm, oling LsOE®HIHgLm 0gdbgds, Mmd
Joemds®mbo 39Msl s 1890 ol Lbaemas8o 3muryBoognagl ombBs
9763603 B30l 30gM Y39 Lydodsenm fgbiol wag3z00m.

gomboem LgMago dgLbL MIoobgL BgMog da BodB0s830-
@olLsmgol:

= BBraBEmOLN50 J33000 9B brad 35 s30Fi0s00 S Fotargbl?

= 655 850569055, 83(hmbrm! Bodgee 3336380 bryge JsGorzyeol
033565532896, Bob3mbs8o bbgs gbsl gob dIs®eabdl?! 8585355900
JORIZ 03736 20050, ENV3IIGIO Joorxrmn bodgzs-dsby-
b0 sg500.

— f9s-300b35, 83¢hmbm 8g3m?

~ 803530 g0 brlbdmdyb, semog-samsg 0gnsb Vgdm 53068o0...
860 EIP6IO8 03036 Jshmgo fgBhs-gomdgs (3>0J00
06D, 1887, Ne126).
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1883 firols 31 336GBL 8307806 o ool 3930
Padomom 308sGmsgl 6o Bgg dodosdzowmo:

30399l 07396 890609983l @3 J9OCHDEIMBL
36398 @3 300beIgor gz F9dderg @AgHonls orglgbl Fcs-
Go¢h985b s omaHdxmmbsl...

U739 66380s, BmE 89 8bzBl, 853890080 lzmems IsGlEIl,
Goms ofs pbmaigdons, Grmdergdog Joersdpbl BmBriigbombo
965056, 8ogagl bsTgsengds, sBiomb Gaoamgbo @3 sbfsgemab
Osom Bggbo gsgbs. o Folsdemgbgemns, goobmgo, 0Bes6-
©3mAm0y ,fi53-30006300 UsBmasm9Bob® fobsdy, GHedemol
2330x @39 0xfagb BEdsEIBOm, (58 BsorBols ligmens, G-
GgcBog 383036 Jotsonggemons Gaoemgdo 3% Bmodm398056,
85©0maB6mb 833890330, 221 gb Bsody BoBg ol 358m Bgaderg-
8gcm0 076985, 85806 300bmz0 4fxas-3000030l UsBrgscomgdols’;
EobPsgampdgamn osa306086mb s 8olipgl Gsb xrsbsgnho; Gag 89-
90905 bsbderbs ymenolisogol s 8sbfsgeegderolisargob, 8y bo-
3099 8jors0 bs@ymbl s Bob 8rfyrbogemdsl; 35cms® 3095,
89236508m §Bsfia0mado Gogbano 60-80 (850 Bmmols 12 Bgang-
8ol Fgoegbo), @6obybl @s mbeugdl jo by mgomnb Bogbpgld
bsGBmb...

85009880 8956 330300 Yasfianampdol Bsdmyzs65 - dmgl
390l 3e3836amBob 3o8m, bexgnem Beagls gaamadols boBmeols s
bomsdodol godm. Bs3d9md0 Byblb 8aasobymbsl 36 8mgszev98,
G3033650 G 07 3330698 b Bgdlb LbenmBsTo.

089co0 8s73l, Yea39eg39 3857 83506mE98c 27396 850s-
P43250985b @, E9oemgBalisdnde, cosa39bds98000.

0293960 3x5030b3IGNM0 O3 K0

6¢60 dgg boddosdzomo
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Founders of “Society for Spreading of Literacy among Georgians”



Ingabae~ Tobeyd> ex0smur

> gk €adgbBngnb 2®oba-
oL pf. e, Ugmgnlnacydehbysy
g 81 drboU 1879 §.
e Flebs exosudo-
=rs GRrebab 3dbanl Wby
angdaes Us Jixdeb Bheygenbal o
galSeper 21 haoh 1907 §,
@ Jbngseagd Hbegn by
saahn N 25,

fabeyde

brob LabaBgbgbngnb Jofmzzmon imfnb [abo-
ﬁa«b pb3hgIgtacmb prqbeh bibmjugmglate.

1 bagabe LoSmgegmplebs.

§ 1 Wbmgogrgiob bugobos, Voo (gefiort
Fobe-joodgobs oo obefynbob gobomemghab 3o¥hNy:
Todet gpgebenl Libedghafngmb dygech Jrbngs;
o ‘Imbnl.

§ 3. 32 Lupfnb Inbegfagecs LeVmpeempber

2) @aghishgde adb sramgdls,hendgtrngy shligbmdl

wJP0139e0 3ol Fako-30mbz0b 33353haImgdImo Usdmaxpmgdol”
Fobogds

Charter of “Society for Spreading of Literacy among Georgians”
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1878 §aemb Lab3%-39¢h9MdvHaB0, Hgmol L>OB3gMHaBHM-
Gm  993b0gegdems 535009800l 35633Gmemgdom, 0B
36mdomo obBMMmo3MLoLs s LyBmysm Bmmasfiol (33650339,
@06330L%03580 BMO®E Z3bLFsgzEmmeEol) @ododBo BdrjHadol
89Ls60dBsg0 Foabo "Apxeonormueckoe myremecrsie no I'ypiu u
Apmgaph (C» Atnacoms)”, Gm3gmog 99m3bgds oadme Joé-
n3gmmemmal, BGby dg3bogdl, 935@g303mL 8sGo BEHMULYL.
dsandby 3608369mmzs60s ol BogGo, HmI LmMg 2wMHosts s
3356580 3GJomemaom®o dmaBomGMdOl s3Lsb3ge ByBdGMB3o
obligbgdl s3dHmeo dGFYobzamy 3og3sLomemmanl, 5350gd03mL
(00>30MMmmoE 296gMom) 3gdHg MULEIGOL 0135LsBGHOLY
JoGnmEo 563560l Bglisbgd: ,sMLGdMmO SENBIBYHYBdOEE 0go
000J30L y3gasy LEMMmYMAomOos. 8o ym3zaeo dagMs 36-
Ly3monGgdmmo 60dboo gsdmobo®nds s gmagamo 60dsbo dvwy-
53 9B > 08539 dagMIL 233Mb®S3L. g3gees g3G M3 96s-
%0 3GLYdMBL Mo FgdGH3mgdolis — gl 3Gol MGOMYGIgOs.
J36Gnggangdolismgol, Bsmo 36B360L LEMmymgomgdol fysmm-
dom, gb LodGgerg MoMJIoL 3G 3GLghmdL!“ (dogdMadg 1987: IV).

899b3930000, M3l5330M39E0s, 3G  dbEPEIc 396
MLERSMHOL JoMormem S6356mMb s3sz3BaMad Mo Bgbgrergdol
35bLYEYRS 5F5(BYg ALK JEMBOLLY, LacsE MLIsENgoIOL ByBMBM-
3> M339 LYY EORSZES, Foa M5, JobyEs35 3oL, Bmemgdol
L3MEdOL oM, SOLIE 3MBs0M0 LALFsgwRRIIo 3G oym
5380 goblbBoe dMABME LML vy 3G Rigm3zmom).
25 5MOL 990gdIEro 235M900 (Md3EA0MNdYIdO, dJgsBodgz0-
@900, ...), 353M8 95080 5M33063> olLgmo, GMI I30¢gdol
3BOEs Fgdgrmli: Bsom M5 g 3GEg ghomo LsLFszmgdgmo,
3563 89Bg»9dmMs6 sGLYd Mo MdsGHY30 Limmgdols — ghmo
bodggom, 3s630m36gdol gBs 8mIMogro 3dzm“ — FoMs ©o-
oMo dag@sdg 1874 fanob 3 s3Gob.
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#3330 Bgeolvaengdol adysMdsd:) Lbsmamols bym-
ol bmgge» Bobsdo®Bo 6 ogm 3Hg ghmo Lames © MG Y)-
G-U3568565mmgdemm sFaLgdmemgds. olgzosms 8mobaby-
Bdm@s 3330, HMBgmasg JoGnymo Fahs-gombzgs ogmEs. aegbo
Fatowl oy Boomgdes, ggbom G38@gbody gogmigdo Ybws
2593™®m, GmB gob3xuomgol Fogzombrdobs. Madmmbol as8m dga®
bobadoMhgml J. BamBog 3o 36 gbabs“ (bmBHy3960dg 1959: 14).

Bg9m Joonero, 561 LsAELY-LIIMMVIZM, H@Bmol oLGHm-
oo Bafomo 5356Mg 0ym, barm3gogbm Jodoggem dfoabmdstm-
o 533560 2ob@@im, Bspsd obog bmd bmdowos, GmI gbs,
6Gmdgmog 36 §5®3g399s B33390L, 8339G0s. JoGormE gbdls
M@ 5350l bmgegdol, sGg J>39900-089Mbga0Ld @S GG Gom-
3ot gmol mxsbgd8o Logmabag @MliGmL  dgnFy3ados.
LG ol 5353806090 0296589MMZy vy ALMGOVE S35G-
L 3530560 ot Fotlvmmosb ~ smmsgbgmo dMdmeg-
3ol 3>®036gLsG; 03r3EAMMM© Jshmym g6sdogg oygm Bo-
Jumgomo Bsmo JNmANGs, Gabeg LbsdoGiggeo Limhge Bam-
@330 996gd> Y39¢ms J39956380. 53 M33ELIBAOLOM, Msz0LmMS-
33500 (b0, BLodoMmnzgmm g33mbszemolio ggh agbgds.

LomEsMo  PBMEIN  3J9AEPOL  ©EIIMINEPTIEIDS
83309356 dmMaBIMGmMIEBo. BombyEazaE 0doly, MGmI obobo
365R39mgdG030 AdL30bAemgdo 0y3bg6, doxmace dmenmadcy 3s-
0bg 50 0bMdMEBY6 LHAMIdL, GMmadog Lm GomdEdL
off9c696 83507396. vAEs SOE SMIBIH0S ol 330M0! gb ol 3Gm-
39LO ogm, HGME3d I3 MEEMEIT 850056 Fosbenmgds,
35339 doemBy MIoMsm domgds, SmaBbamGmsg LuyMsm dxmno
2536mds>, ;vydgs Bodbermgds 9dbgegdmIm, Gaydbsg Mmom-
Jmb gBmbog 0y3696 s 33 043696 gMmbo, aomabmgdummsb.
#Do0Jol 396540, bcs Asgbgom, gBsBMgdo @s Obws Rs-
39b30mUL, 3>aMs3 B3z96L Bmmob s@LGdE 359ML Lodystyg Bg33sM-
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gos* (9og® d3Modg, Bgbsgso Bsgdsos FoFobsdol Foabols
»09UE0856 JoHM39emds s 3300 bmgmgdo LsdsGmggemdo,
odoobo, 2013, a3. 7).

D0OBY3d> Jodmgzgmo, — 336saMdmdL ododMo dogdMsdy —,
53560L AbMZMPRMIMZOL MEEMdOY; oboBo Mgol ozl Bbm-
@ME 3356mIdL gdsbosb, bmmm migol gbsl — anGxo 9bsL.
Jomgdo FODHmIE NBOHM [Eobs@ a3xMozmdyb, 3owM)
85853539%0... 335Mgdo 0B, SbEMdEGdIMB, VBG™ rEmsb-
©ombBo 3056, 30Mg baebdo, Lssg UsgIzm 306300 JaIEs-
350 > 98060sm 85000. 31380 olobo 35063063 Jgoromo
N33O M 30ygmgdbgb, 85370 G3aE9bs@aY ymo dmym-
d3dm@Esm bmdy, GmEd aGRoL gbsby I3xM3336H539dMm O
(0d39: 45-46).

38 BoBduggosl ,aaw-aaber Bafigsgo bodyagdom” 3owaz
MaIm 3393583MYPMEsE 330bdBN3L 3EMdowo dodmomgzowmo
Bogo0s Jo3Fobsdg (2013: 272), GmIgmbsg 535@9303mbo Bogm
3560 Vs3g-535GHgmbsg 30 MTmmgdEs (03gbse 3jmbeos
WB0J0gMoL, 353653 MBOFOSETYYH b3mEmaavBmagmgdger dfoy-
BmdaGLs 0wy AmpaBom®L LEdbGm-ESZEge LagsMozgEml
wm33d0dglo Bdg-0mdao ,33u0aMdgas6dvmo”), bmmm omlgd
089533000 — ,J>O M39e dmGoggms, dBs-bgammbsbms qos dus-
by 3mdm3zsML* (3mdsbodg 2001: 105, 129). AsLBY SemsEns,
53Mym39, BOHOEME Bognz580L 898mga0 LGGodmbgdo:

»37OR0, IE390TJsemsdb0s6o,

2mbBomzmosbo, Labgbsogaro,

3@ JHoLGYg ogm, 6@ 833890 -

090, NdHI™ME, ogm JoGmzgmo“.

LMEolidyddzmgeos EsaLsbARMMO LaBmasEM ImMgs-
Pob, 3g0samaols @s gHbserolBol ndoddo ©Mddsdol bo-
$Y39%03: ,B375M05 0ym B3g60 535000305, Bzgbo MBO3zgMLOGIGO;
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A3960 LOYBYEYHB0, B3g60 Ampogdnmms dmgodumo yaguyst, ym-
3930, y39esx39Madn” (3mdsobodg 2001: 471).

6ogm 35M0l sBMom, JoMomggmgdol gsmbdsegdols 3Gm-
(39L8> 3563¢mm LsBo boba:

1. 3meogozn®o Bgbobbmbméaggds mudsgngmol Labyem-
8fogmgdGog mégs60vado;

2. Ly6HINEmgdAHogo 9sMi@3JI6s-8mgdagzs oLEsBBY, Gog
8bmmae XVII-XIX bininbggdlo msdmaghos;

3. moby3zoLG Ao b6, GmBgmog Lszdsmm B sofygm,
X963 36 EIVGHH@WIPPYS ©3, 3b3o clidnhonwo BsJdgdols
859m, bdg3ams, HmEoldyg EsVMsgzH L.

®> LmMs@ 33633G0ds @oEpprmds @obagoldds Jm-
0gICos 33gLerodabgdol 3gfo3gdogdo, #3bbsznmMgRom 3o
e gBaonb Jonemols s enstrio oBdBEIPIBEoOY
(@580 A5 gema330l") Bmbanmabgmo 3Gmago LsvzmBol Fob!

BoJoM0d J0Jobsdol Foabo .0mLenodsb JoGmggmmds s
3500 LmAEgdo LdgsMozEmBo” 335vfygdlL:

»OM3MOE  J>ORLIEOL, 0Ly 6LOGBOL FooEsE doma
BSBL @aLZEMYMO LydeMoggmm... HmEd a0 Famdmomagbl dob
Lo3MEgL, boEsdrBIL, dmbgbommdsb s, 33Mgm3g, 0dxL, or
38meEgbs s@pomgdBo s8@gbo Jstamggmmds bes ymgowoym
d39es0 ALbergdTIEo, Bbgdarogm sawo JgoPadbegds... 3)
56 8990dqm0s 9300mb3gmml 33Ma3ag oL aFrbatgds, M afmbs-
PN Bzgbo 333mmobidzomo 0a®dbmdl 0d EMmL, GmEs ob
B73mbLYBgd ML el 3orgdBY 335 © 0Jogsb Lmem dggmom
Saemgdre ©5 89907 @IS ©8 3363EpnHdYID bs-
JoG39emmb 30 dL g3@sbgEagh” (3nFobadg 2013: 311-312).

XIX Lomanbgdo B. 303obsdgd, mdomoloEsd fomagdwmem
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Ajaria and “Society for Spreading of
Literacy among Georgians”

There are plenty of picturesque places in “sky-turquoise,
land-emerald” Georgia which gladden a friend’s heart, but make an
enemy’s heart envious. But Ajaria is distinctive! Great Galaktioni
wrote these words in one breath:

"Look at the Heavens!-
That’s what e’er happens!
Look at this clime! -

The morn looks kind!
Look at this sea!
Marvelous't feels:

The heart, the earth,

The skies are blessed! ®

(translated by Ineza Merabishvili)

These awesome poetic lines are the hymns to heaven, sea,
natural gardens — breathtaking beauty of Ajaria!

"The local mountain is the whole treatise which makes
buman’s wills, feelings and aspirations exzlted, genteel, refined,
what one cannot feel in valley for years, one can feel watchiny
majestic and sublime beauty of nature: the Karchkhali mountain
was glazed with white snow, its slopes were wrapped in fog. Here
and there appeared black spots which make the giant’s body
colorfil. A man standing in front cannot say a word, as if he/she is
dumb, is Aypnotized by the picturesque picture, completely
delightfil with it. One cannot breath with enjoyment. A pen can

draw merely a pale picture of this beautiful place” (Sakhokia 1950:
127-128).
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Many people have visited Ajaria at various times! -
Georgians, foreigners, representatives of different branches of
sciences, writers, politicians and ordinary people who wanted to
make daily monotony life prettier! The starry turquoise sky often
served them as a blanket, the green velvet ground — as mattress, but
neither Dimitri Bakradze, Giorgi Qazbegi, Petre Umikashvili,
Zakaria Chichinadze and Tedo Sakhokia had no time to enjoy this
picturesque beauty, since the condition was so critical in Ajaria: the
local population has really suffered under the Turkey, and then
Russia’s yoke. However, they were not able to resist the temptation
— none of them were indifferent to ‘the beautiful place forgotten by
the God and man " (Sakhokia 1950: 229), to the velvet-covered
steep slopes, twisty roads in the depths of a rock, narrow valleys
with ravines, clear brooks, crystal-clean and ice-cold silver streams
murmuring in different sounds, "turquoise-colored Ajaristsqali® and
"copper-colored river-sandbank®, slate cliffs, the villages hidden in
picturesque gardens and the elegant beauty of the houses carved
out by the local craftsmen “ustas”. Unwittingly I recall genius
Vazha’s words:

“I say, a road, but
Can one call a narrow path
On the rock a road?!”

But still, in such severe conditions how could Ajarians
impress great public figures of our country as well as foreigners? —
First of all, wherever they entered, the lifestyle of any village they
had to study, everywhere they met pure heart, genuine speech,
fantastic hospitality and “neck-outstretched” supplication: Teach us
Georgian literacy, bring us Georgian books and open a Georgian
school. Neither Mr. Sakhokia’s notes should be forgotten: "One
should get acquainted with an Ajarian man closely to appreciate his
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knightly character. If you show him a good heart, & highlander will
lay down his life for you, but if he sees your treachery, he is
ruthless” (Sakhokia 1950: 131).

According to the 1892 data, as Zakaria Chichinadze
emphasizes: in Upper Adjaria, in Keda at present a big school
building is being built. The school will have a different workshop
section, especially of gardening. The building is being build under
the support of the head of Keda district and collected from people
money. The building will soon be over (Chichinadze 2013: 180-181).

Later on, the press informed the demand on the need for opening
the high theological school in Batumi. (Chichinadze 2013: 201).

Petre Umikashvili, who created "Georgian alphabet and
reading book for Public Schools", in 1864 is still being remembered
with great respect by the population of Upper Ajaria. Some of them
had frequent correspondence with honored professor. For example:
during traveling around Ajaria Petre Umikashvili personally taught
Georgian reading and script to someone Shakir Effendi Mikeladze.
Afterwards a pupil was sending handwritten letters to his teacher
in Thilisi and systematically asked him to send Georgian books and
newspapers for people. Of course, Petre was sending Shakir
Mikeladze books, magazines and newspapers together with
response letters, which had been specifically written in large
letters. He wrote: "If you really want the Georgian books. I'll send
you what I can with pleasure. Many Georgian newspapers and
books are published and printed in Tiflis. It will be pleasant if the
Georgians who left the country remember and do not forger the
Georgian Iangusge. I am using capital letters. I'm afraid if you find
difficulties to read it. Due to this my fiiend writes you in Tatar, as
well” (“Georgian folk literature’, 1964: 12-13).

Really desired method of folklorist, isn’t it! Does any teacher
use this method in teaching reading and writing to children today?
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It is well-known fact that just Petre Umikashvili sent Jacob
Gogebashvili’s “Mother language’ to the head of the Keda district
Major Tofan Beg Shervashidze to learn Georgian reading and
writing (Mikeladze 1991: 43). As it is narrated, he most often was
reading “ The knight in the Panther's skin”.

The newspaper "Droeba" systematically published articles
about Ajaria. Its editor, outstanding publicist Sergei Meskhi
believed that in order to demonstrate Ajaria’s culture it was
important to open many public schools, to spread Georgian
literature locally and to collect the pearls of folk wisdom.

"Many fanatic elders, and the Khoja-Mullahs got offended
when Georgian books have been brought in Machakhela. But there
are many young people who plead me to teach the Georgian
alphabet. I could not fulfill all requests, because the sitaation could
not let me to. They asked me: ‘Send us someone who will teach us
Georgian alphabet. We'll house a teacher and incur costs”. I
promised them” — wrote Z. Chichinadze in 1892 (Chichinadze
2013: 241). This is the period when in Ajarian the Ottoman
inscriptions were being engraved on the tombs (according to
Muslim calendar).

Not only the beauty, picturesque unblemished nature,
covered with "the sun's golden rays’, admiration for the local
people's generosity, courtesy, readiness to serve others are shown in
the works of the outstanding figures of the 19% c.! Tedo Sakhokia’s
cinematic review of the history of social and political situation of
Ajaria will break any reader’s heart.

“In Ajaristsqali gorge there Is located a ravine and rocky part
of Georgia. There resides the people of Georgian tribe — fighters
against any npatural brutalities, having experienced much
tribulation, longing for pleasure. Due to the fact that these people

89



had resided at the border of Turkey, sometimes they were captured
by Turks, they were victim of their tyranny. When Georgia
gathered its strength, strengthened and reconstructed the families
destroyed by enemies, fought against the enemy like a lion, took
out past anger on it — and this part came back to Georgia again,
found itself safety under its wings. But Ajaria could not manage to
strengthen economically, to recover when enemy again attacked:
again destruction and extirpation of villages, extermination of
people’s wealth and possessions, killing of women and children,
insulting and humiliating of faith began again (with increased
cruelty!). Truly awesome, how Ajaria and its inhabitants could not
be wept from the face of the earth, how they remained alive!.." -
noted Tedo Sakhokia in 1897.

Also:

*If a local inhabitant is mounted or walks, threshes floor or
scythes — he says not a word, does not break the total silence, it
seems as If the great grief enveloped the entire part and its
inhabitants. But they have the reason for the sorrow! Two-
handred-year’s bitter slavery cannot eradicate pain?! Additionally,
wine that casts away great sorrow;, brings joy, encourages, makes a
man sing is banned from the local table according to the
Mohammad'’s order... ” (Sakhokia 1950: 186).

Greater pain is reflected in the words of the host of a great
ethnographer, Gorjomian Sefer Khatib-Ogli Iremadze: "It is good to
know Gurjian kitabi (Georgian alphabet — I. Ch.), but I had no
teacher. At Madrass we were taught only Tatar. In our Memleketi
no one knowns Gurjian” (Sakhokia 1950:120). Indeed it is hard to
leave a century-ago teaching process (if it can be called teaching
process!) without any comment or assessment: " When the first
Mosques had been built in Ajaria, afterwards the Turkish madrasas
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were built, as well, where the illiterate Mullahs were teaching
Ajarian children Arabian under shouting and stick beating. Mullah
teachers should know the Quran and some Arabic prayers by heart
— anything else wasn't required. A teacher tried to teach pupils ‘the
wisdom’ which he has acquired with great difficulties. Beating by
band, stick and generally any physical punishment was considered
to be the best teaching method... After a few suffering years a poor
child if he didn’t become witless and withstands the whole
teaching inquisition, he could only learn to read the Quran in
Arabic, an Arabic prayer by heart (the content of which, of course,
a student didn’t understand!) and Turkish writing. Majority could
not study even this and left the classes” (ibid., 183).

“Khoja had two sticks: a short stick he used, when a student
made any oral mistake. With a long stick of 2-3 meters length, he
beat them from the place. Students orally narrated a lesson on their
knees before Hoja. Kneeling on corn or beans grain was used, as
well " (Akhvlediani 1943:131).

Can one see a ‘better’ teaching methodology anywhere?!13

It was then, when Sefer Iremadze was talking with Tedo
Sakhokia, the following informadon had been published in the
newspaper " Tsnobis purtseli’, N402 (p. 3, 1897), titled " Fate of School":

*Under the highest order, in Khulo there were founded two-
class primary school. From October classes will start. A school
teacher Esed-Aga-Ismail-Aga-Zade-Nasiri spoke in Persian to his
students, but they didn’t understand him at all, becsuse our
children know only Georgian. Firstly there were 20 students, then
their number gradually decreased to five. The teacher understood

13 Luckily, an education system has been radically changed both in Turkey
and in the Turkic schools of Georgia where all children (including Georgians!),
mainly, are trained properly.
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that his presence there was fruitless, because he didn't understand
Georgian at all, and in November he left the school. The school
functioned only for 8 month and in future how it will turn better,
Allah knows."

Population of Ajaria was ruled by Beys and Pashas, but "ar
that time not a single cultural monument, not a single Georgian
book and fiction hasnt been created though Ajarian women -
family piers tried to rewrite and leave some handwritten medical
books to their descendants” (Surmanidze 1996: 14).

Georgian National Center of Manuscripts keeps one medical
handbook of the 19% c. (Ne1258a), which is written in kind of
Mkhedruli (so called "woman’s handwritten"). It was discovered in
Kobuleti and is added by the Ekvtime Taqaishvili’s short comment.
Just after this a quite original type of Georgian script became a
strong factor of ethnic unity, which has saved Georgians from
complete ruination several times (Khakhutaishvili 2011: II, 282).

In 1891, Zakaria Chichinadze informed about the village Agari
of the Devadzes migrated from Guria to Ajaria: "Alongside the
Mosque there is a school, where Khoja teaches children only Tatar.
In recent days I taught three students Georgian, others taught from
them. In one family I found small Georgian medical book that had
been sent to department of education by Abdul Effendi. This small
book isn't of great importance, but for us it is noteworthy since this
manuscript has been kept by local Muslim Georgian family, and sn
owner old woman knew Georgian" (Chichinadze 2013: 165).

It is also known that in Keds, in the noble family of
Bezhanidzes, Tedo Sakhokia found a woman’s handwritten
“Alphabet praising” (jour. “Moambe”, N10, 1901; Sakhokia 1950:
243-244; Surmanidze 2004: 84).

Here what the elders from Zegna told Zakaria Chichinadze
whom the great Galaktion called "knight of a book” in 1895 about
the heroic spirit of the Upper Ajarians:
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“We are from Akhaltsikhee. When Akhaltsilkhe and
Akhalkalaki had been conquered by Russians, we left the place and
followed Akhmed Pasha. He brought us in Zegani and settled us in
various villages. Before we came in Zegani, the population of
Zegani were aftaid of entering of Russians and migrated to
Ottoman. When we arrived in Zegani, about 40 villages had been
already emptied and resettled”.

“Georgian among the Javakhetian Georgians has been
disregarded. It is surprising that near Akhaltsikhe, in Kvabliani and
Potskhovi, no one Muslim Georgian knows Georgian. In upland,
where there are 120 villages, in Ajaria and other places, Muslim
Georgians speak only Georgian. Today in Akhaltsikhe and
Akhalkalaki Georgian is ruined” (Chichinadze, “Turning of
Georgians Muslims”, pp. 118-120).

“Language is 8 mother of 2 country... Georgian should be the
cornerstone of education... A child could not broaden the mind
without a mother langusge... Lack of education is our dangerous
enemy with what only knowledge can fight’ (1lia).

“Georgia is the country where vespers service and prayers are
carried out in Georgian” (Giorgi Merchule).

“Mother language is a soul of a school.. In any country
teaching a mother language, getting to know homeland and
literature is a basic subject of care and should be on the first place
at schools” (Jakob Gogebashvili 1940: 70, 117-118).

“Only a mother tongue affects the heart In this case a
foreign language as the language of memory, is powerless
(Gogolashvili 2014: 21).

“Langusge is & last thread without which any nation loses its
identity and it isn't a nation” (Tedo Sakhokia 1950: 112).

“Language expresses our unity. When any nation loses its
language it loses its national statehood’ (Memed Abashidze 1998: 42).
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“A school without a mother tongue means that & school is
built on the sand’ (newsp. “Moambe”’, N5, Tiflis, 1895).

Just due to it in 1874 in Skhalta a Bey of Ajaria Sheriff
Khimshiashvili had to be justified before General-Adjutant of
Russia Giorgi Qazbegi: “ It is surprisingly that our children don'’t
know the language of our ancestors. It is because that they lived in
Ardagani - in their mother’s family” (Qazbegi 1995: 46).

Verabati (/. e Ms Vera. 1. Ch.) — daughter of Sheriff Bey
Khimshiashvili and German woman, the first Christian among the
Muslim Ajarians, knew the European, Ottoman languages as well as
Russian and Georgian. She was taught native language by a young
Mullah Beridze who lived in the palace of Beys and with whom
Tedo Sakhokia met at Khimshiashvili’s: “J can read Georgian, but
nobody taught me writing. I'll be glad if you teach me. I gladly sat
down and during the several hours I was explaining him the
Georgian letters. He was leaping for joy saying. “Now Ill teach
Georgian writing Verabati”. When he was taking leave, he asked
me to sent his beautiful pupil a Georgian book. I sent him “Mother
language” hoping to acquaint her with our life, perhaps the book
will make her young asleep Georgian heart beat faster..” -
remembers the author of “Journeys” (Sakhokia 1950: 227).

Unfortunately, Mr Sakhokia didn’t mention a teacher’s name.
Though it isn’t surprisingly! Method of anonymousness of narrators
and companions is characteristic of the researchers and ordinal
people who traveled in Ajaria in the 19%* c. It is expected that
teacher of Sheriff Khimshiashvili’s daughter could have been Nuri
Effendi, who was intended to go to Istanbul to gain knowledge in
order to become Khoja — senior Persian courtier. It is noteworthy to
note that Ms Vera’s sister was Christened in 1890 in Skhalta by
Iona Meunargia’s priest according to all ritual rules. Once Sergei
Meskhi asked Sheriff Bey Khimshiashvili:
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— “Have Ajarians forgotten native Georgian?

— You don't say so, my Lord! In whole Ajaria only Georgian
is spoken. Nobody uses other language. Men sull know Tatar, but
women speak and answer only in Georgian.

— And what about reading and writing, dear Bey?

- Unfortunately, they are weak in it. Only some people in
Upper Ajaria can. Mostly women can read and write in Georgian™.
(newsp. “Droeba’, N126, 1887).

On 31 March, 1883, Ilia Chavchavadze received a letter from
Nuri Bey Khimshiashvili from Batumi saying:

“First of all I wish you healthy and happiness, and ask the
mighty God be successful and long-lived!...

The point is that I'd like to open a Georgian school in
Shavshed to give the possibility to the local inhabitants who live far
from a town to teach their children mother language. Please,
intercede for ‘Society for Spreading of Literacy among Georgians”
the chairman of which you are, to move a Batumi school where the
children of Muslim Georgians don'’t study, in Shavshed. But if for
some reason it isn't possible, we ask ‘Society for Spreading of
Literacy among Georgians” to send and finance a teacher. As regard
a building for a school and a teacher, I'll give everything for free
my house and devices. I'm obliged to collect about 60-80 students
(among them two sons of Beys), as regard poor and orphan
students, I'll finance them...

Many people find difficulties to take children to Batumi — some
due to climate, some due to far distance and poverty. In Shavsheti
I'll do my best since I'm intending to stay here with my family.

1 hope, youll inform your decision and help us as far as possible.

Yours sincerely and faithful

Nuri Bey Khimshiashvili”
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In 1878, in St. Petersburg by decree of Imperial Academy of
Sciences of Russia there was printed the book of outstanding
historian and public figure (and expert in linguistics, as well)
Dimitri Bakradze: “Archeological trip around Guria and Ajaria
(with atlas)” which is dedicated to great kartvelologist, French
scholar Acad. Marie Brosset. It is noteworthy that just in this work
the author gives the brilliant caucasiologist Acad. (and at the same
time General) Peter Uslar’s standpoint on the Georgian alphabet:
“Among the existing alphabets it is the most perfect alphabet. It
expresses each sound with especial symbols and each symbol
coincides the sound. A stumbling block in all European languages is
orthography. For Georgian this difficulty doesn’t exist due to the
perfect nature of the Georgian alphabet!” (Bakradze 1987: IV).

Of course, it wasn't accidental to bring P.Uslar’s viewpoint
on Georgian alphabet while speaking about Ajaria where the
domination of Turkey were breathing its last. But nevertheless
besides the schools of Mullahs there was no other school (except a
Greek school in Batumi). “There are noble families (Tavdgiridze,
Bezhanishvilis...) but among them there is nobody who can give
education to a child: they have not a single school except the poor
schools at the Mosques. In a word, there is no way to education.” -
wrote D.Bakradze on 3 April, 1874.

“Before the soviet power there was not a single school and
cultural educational institution in the village Khikhadziri of the
Skhalta gorge. One could rarely find a man who knew Georgian
reading and writing. If a peasant received a letter he/she had to
walk several kilometers to ask anyone to read it. Due to an
Inaccessibility many inhabitants of Khikhadziri haven’t seen even
Barumi”, (Khozrevanidze 1959: 14).
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Upper Kartli, i.e. Samtskhe-Saatabago, which included Ajaria,
as well, was a cradle of the best Georgian erudite people. But it is
also well-known that a language which doesn’t move from
generation to generation, is dead. Georgian has been always
functioned in the families of Ajarian villages, Shavshet-Imerkhevi
and Tao-Klarjeti. Just it connected contemporary and historian
Ajarians with their heroic past — with the chronicle of numerous
battles. Simultaneously, their culture the foundation of what is laid
just at school in every country, is linked with Georgian. From this
standpoint it is clear that Georgian isn’t exception.

Ajarians attitudes towards the research-travelers was amazing.
In spite they were brilliant hosts, they didn’t completely trust the
guests who were recording something from them. But it isnt
surprising! It was the process when hosts wanted to come closer to
them but it was difficult for them to receive guests. Travelers wanted
to be close to guests, as well but it was difficult for them, as well — as
if they were one whole but at the same time they weren’t one whole.
They became alien. “As if you miss him, want to clutch him to your
chest, he also misses you and wants to clutch you to his chest. But
there appears something between us” (Eter Beridze, Introduction to
Zakaria Chichinadze’s book “Muslim Georgians and their villages in
Georgia’, Thilisi, 2013, p. 7).

“A word Georgian is unfamiliar for the inhabitants of Ajaria.
They call themselves Ajarians, their language — Gurji. Women
speak better in Georgian than men do... They are frank, sincere
Inside, at home, among their relatives than outside, among people
where, as they think, there are many untrustworthy people and are
afraid of them. On the way they didn’t trust me fully, but when I
began speaking in Georgian they were kind and tender” — notes
D. Bakradze (ibid., 45-46).
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This situation is described more hurtfully by an outstanding
bibliophile Zakaria Chichinadze. (2013:272), whom Acad. N.Marr
called Shavshelian-Ajarian (because this talented and erudite
traveler who hadn't finished a school, fully assimilated the hardest
destiny of the southwest Georgia), and Joseb Imedashvili “teacher
of Georgian students, workers, craftsmen and servants’
(Komakhidze 2001:105, 129). Pridon Khalvashi’s words clearly
describe him:

“A Georgian man in a worn moccasins,
With sorrowful and bright mien.
He was neither Christ nor Muhammad;

He was an ordinary Georgisn”.

The words of honorable public figure, teacher and journalist
Dimitri Dumbadze are noteworthy: “Zakaria was our academy, our
university, our publishing house, our apostle of apostles
everywhere, always and in everything” (Komakhidze 2001: 471).

As Marr considers, the period of islamization of Georgians
passed three stages:

1. Political integration into Ottoman statehood;

2. Religious transformation — islamization that was over in
the 18-19* cc;

3. Linguistic period, which began earlier and still is going on
and due to new historical facts, unlikely will ever end.

A great linguistic rightly foretold the islamization stages of
Georgians, especially an expected interference (almost ‘swallowing’)
process of Georgian and Laz with Turkish a century agol

Zakaria Chichinadze's book “Muslim Georgians and their
villages in Georgia” tells:

“From Karchkhali as well as Arsiani mountains one can see
whole west Georgia... When a man images its greatness, beauty,
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gracefulness, he suddenly realizes that in old times these great
places have been inhabited by many Georgians and all these
dishearten 8 man momentarily... I cannot describe patriot's sorrow
seeing these already destroyed places of Georgia from the
mentioned high mountains” (Chichinadze 2013: 311-312).

In the 19* c. during traveling around Ajaria Z.Chichinadze
visited and studied many villages on foot in a good and bad
weather, in rocks and chasms. He had Georgian books with him.
After describing 34 villages in the Kintrishi gorge, he concludes:

“These villages are the 1000* part of that old Georgia which
entered in Russia’s rule. In all these villages, everyone — a man,
woman and child, inside and outside speaks only Georgian. I saw
the whole gorge, I was in those forests and mountains where a
Georgian man hasn't been and seen up today. They preserved
Georgian like it is preserved in Tushetis-Pshavis-Khevsuria. Here,
in this far place, nobody knows Ottoman. Women don’t know it at
all! A few can read only Quran in Arabic and on Fridays they read
it kneeing for two hours. But they understand nothing. they
perform each holidays, songs, feasts and mourning in Georgian”®
(Chichinadze 2013:66).

Surprisingly, a self-taught traveler who hadn’t acquired
official classical education, could rightly estimate the situation
linguistically: in highlands of Georgia many identical ethnological
and grammatical processes are attested in Georgian as well as in
Svan and Megrelian-Laz speech.

“When I think about the past of Ajaria deeply, my body
quakes. My famous ancestors have suffered indescribable torment
and woe: almost all congquerors in the whole world tried to conquer
this picturesque and strategically important land. Among the
numerous conquerors Ottomans three-century ruling was
distinguished by its purposeful and oriented nature. They entered
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Ajania in 1547 and fortified at the Gonio castle... Later on, in 1704
they strengthened their hegemony and power by building two
castles on the territory of Batumi. Just since this period they have
been spreading Muslim among the population by force. They built
mosques almost in all villages. They began to root out Georgian
schools, books and script purposefully”. — wrote Professor of the
Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, Doctor in Historical
Sciences Teimuraz Komakhidze in 2001 (see p.148).

As it is well-known, it is hard to read and write (from right
to left!) Arabic alphabet. Learning Arabic is difficult, as well,
Nevertheless, there were small Madrasas near each mosque, there
was no pedagogical method at schools where students were taught
Arabic, Turkish, and afterwards Russian and Greek for four-five
years. They knew only alphabet and prayers. If it is easy teaching in
foreign language, than there would be countless polyglots.
However, it should be emphasized that at that time there were
progressive Khojas (Rejeb Mzhavanadze, Akhmed Sharashidze...)
who read pupils Georgian books stealthily from local government.

In order to make a matter easier, the contemporary
intelligentsia who had acquired education in Istanbul and Ankara,
translated the Quran into Georgian. But as most of them couldn’t
read and write in Georgian, as travelers of the 19t c. tell (that is
difficult to believe!),* the manuscripts were given according to so
called alloglotography method accepted in paleography and
linguistics — a Georgian text was given in Arabic symbols.
Supposedly, they wanted to swindle the local Muslim authorities.
An initiator of this ‘swindling’ was Ismail Khoja Khalipashvili, born
in the village Samziari, a great protector of national interests and

\
4 On the issue see R Surmanidze’s “Loman Effendi Kartsivadze (dedicated
to the 200* birth anniversary)”. Journ., “Chorokhf", N3, p. 104, Batumi, 2013.
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Georgian. He sent a message to Batumi Mufti telling to be rewritten
his handwritten by Ajarian Khojas and Mullahs and to preach
Quran in Georgian in mosques. Indeed, it was happening till 1850,
but after the war against Russia the manuscripts as well as the
teaching methods introduced by Ismail Khoja have been destroyed.
Unfortunately, I could not discover neither origin nor the
handwritings of the Khalipashvili's translation copied by others
(How could all be destroyed?!).

Sometimes Muslim Georgians wrote Georgian texts in Arabic
symbols because they didn’t write and read in their mother
language. This was the way a famous rhymester Mullah Diasamidze
used (Komakhidze 2001:352). Z.Chichinadze dedicated a special
work to the opposite situation (see his “Prayers of Georgian
Mouslims with Arabic words and Georgian letters”).

An Oladaurian well-educated “Great Professor” Haji Loman
Effendi Kartsivadze was a contemporary of Ismail Khalipashvili. He
was a Great (Honorable) Professor of the Istanbul University,
honorable person at the court of Turkish and Russian Emperors.
Nevertheless, he abandoned luxury life in the Sultan's palace,
arrived in Georgia and settled in Ajaria forever — he settled in the
native village Oladauri. He founded a school in Khulo where 100
Ajarian young people acquired Muslim knowledge. They say, that
Loman Efendi had Georgian grammar or vocabulary written in
Turkish which he used not only at his school.

In the 19* c. the Mufti of Kedi was Akhmed Effendi
Kbalipashvili who was teaching students in Georgian in madrasa,
He was instituted criminal proceedings. A real patriot uttered the
following words before the court: “ We are Georgians. I preach in
this language to teach them Islam better" (Akhvlediani 1943: 109).
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The story of activities of Ajarian erudite and public figures
has reached to the North Caucasus, as well. In 2006 on the internet
page” World Mosques” there was published Prof. Rashid Saidutvinov’s
article:

"In the period of domination of Ottoman Empery, and later
of Tsarist Russia, prominent Muslim spiritual leaders of Ajaria, who
had acquired education in Ankara and Istanbul actively advocated
national interests of Georgia. Georgian orientation was supported
by: Haji Loman Effendi Kartsivadze, Nuri Beridze, Abhmed
Khalvashi, Abhmed Khalipashvili, Kadir Surmanidze and others.
Even under harsh laws of Islam, they managed to carry out services
in mosques in Georgian. Ahmed Khalipashvili has translated Quran
into Georgian ".

Moreover! An outstanding German historian Oliver Reisner
(at present the Professor at the Tbilisi Ilia State University)
published a book in Wiesbaden, in 2004 “Dije Schule der

georgischen nation”. The book gives a scheme confirming the
number of Ajarian pupils in 1883-1916 at the schools founded by
the “Society for spreading literacy among Georgians'. The scheme
is grounded on the materials of Batumi state archives and museums

(see p.158).

year 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 | 1894 | 1896 | 1898 | 1901

number of | 58 64 60 47 34 47 64 105 | 155 | 176
pupils

Ajarians 27 28 30 10 0 12 24 25 29 ?

year 1902 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1914 | 1916
numberof | 201 | 10 99 141 131 |161 |151 |1s8 | 135 | 76

pupils
Ajarians 12 9 7 2 3 6 16 17 |5 13
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After the gruesome murder of Great Ilia, “Society for
Spreading of Literacy among Georgians” was headed (till the death,
until 1921) by ex-General-Adjutant of Russian Empire Giorgi
Qazbegi, whose peaceful policy was unacceptable for the Russian
Emperor. Due to this a brilliant member of the Chopikashvilis
family has been dismissed from service with the words: “You
should always shoot people, General™. Being in public service he
got close to the leader of Aristocracy in Ajaria, head of the Batumi
Majlis, initiator of national-liberation movement in the southwest
Georgia, the first head of the Ajaria Branch of the Union of Writers
Memed I.Abashidze with whom Nuri Beridze had close relation, as
well. Due to this, we'll speak about him in detail. 3

Recently, Nuri Effendi’s great-grandson Prof. Akaki Beridze
handed me the material kept at the Batumi State Archive. The
material has been composed on 10 March, 1984 by a son of Nuri
Beridze’s daughter 86-year-old Nuri Tavdgiridze with his
calligraphy. The texts tells: “Stepane Kemkhadze and Memed
Abashidze were good friends. Under their
support and Alisultan Geladze’s leadership a
school was opened in Oladauri, in the house of
Kartsivadzes. The school opening participants
were: ITunus Beridze, Nuri Effendi Beridze, Husein Tavdgiridze,
Emin Effendi Kartsivadze. In 1914 the ‘Society for spreading
literacy among Georgians” sent a teacher and all necessary articles
for the first class from Tbilisi”.

15 At the Ilia State University a grant theme "Society for spreading of
literacy among Georgians” (Research Director Prof. Nino Doborjginidze) is being
developed. The group has not processed the archived data of 1915, i.e. the data of
the period of Oladauri school opening by Nuri Beridzei. We are confident that
soon we'll have a number of interesting information about the relationship
between these two great Georgian patriots. We wish a Grant Group successes.

103



Thus, our assumption has been justified! — Memed Abashidze
had a close relation with Beridzes. It is known that Stepane
Kemkhadze worked with Nuri Beridze’s nephew Iunus (well-
educated person who occupied high position in the Khulo District
Municipality for a lifelong) and lived in the old big house of
Beridzes.

Nuri Tavdgiridze went to the Oladauri school. Due to it we
should trust his information, though the school functioned at Emin
Kartsivadze’s house. This fact isn’t supported by any available
document. All documents tell about the school which was opened
in Nuri Beridze’s residence ( see the monographs and articles of the
authors given in the bibliography of the present book: Vazha and
Vakhtang Makaradzes, Ramaz Surmanidze, Nani Gugunava, Shota
Tsetskhladze, Shota Mikeladze, Mikheil Makharadze, Roman and
Nugzar Zosidzes, Givi Turmanidze, Nugzar Japaridze, Otar
Gogolishvili, Otar Putkaradze, and others. Also the memories of
Oladaurian venerable people). Though a building isn’t a decisive
factor in this patriotic matter! Naturally, a nephew, sons-in-law and
wife’s brother were pillars of strength to Nuri Beridze!

Nuri Tavdgiridze was a friend of Acad.Sergi Jikia who often
visited Batumi, Tao-Klarjeti as a turcologist and a N. Marr’s student.
Inhabitants of Oladauri tell that as if some manuscripts and
publications from the libraries of Loman and Nuri Effendis have
been sent to Mr Jikia (father of one of the editors of the present
book Prof. Marika Jikia) to Tbilisi — likely, to avoid anti-religious
campaign. I did our best but in vain — I couldn’t find them
anywhere. For this purpose it is necessary to carry out serious work
at the Batumi state museums and archives to shed light upon the
issue. It is possible to have new information about Nuri Beridze, as
they say that the archive of Husein and Nuri Tavdgiridzes is vast.
At present I couldn’t manage it despite all my efforts.
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An expert of many Oriental and non-Oriental languages
Memed Abashidze published Quran translated from Arabic into
Georgian by Petre Mirianashvili. 1200 copies of translation were
printed. Half of copies he presented to the local population. The
same would have happened to “7The knight in the panther’s skin”
translated into Turkish by him. But unfortunately the translation

has disappeared without a trace.
It is well-known fact that Memed Abashidze was compiling an

Arabic grammar for the students of the Tbilisi State University. He
systematically sent Georgian books to the Georgians living in Turkey
and intended to found a school there. One confidential document
(N800) dated 19 April, 1914, tells: “ With the purpose to unite the
Georgian Muslims and Georgian Christians and to spread Georgian
Literacy among the Georgians living in Turkey, Kemal Nogaideli -
one of the fellow-warriors of Memed-Bey Abashidze, visited Thilisi
with the accompaniment of several Khojas to ask the committee for
spreading literacy among Georgians to intercede for Turkish
government to open a Georgian school in Constantinople where
Georgian Muslims would be able to learn a native language”.

As Memed Abashidze believed, only through acquiring
education people would be able to see each other, to distinguish an
enemy and well-wisher. Just spreading journals and magazines,
reading lectures will render great service (jour. “Nishaduri”, N10,
1907). “Georgian word is fascinating, pleasant, expressive, and
informative. It is a sacred treasure of our cognition, consciousness,
art and creativity” (Georgian literature, N 1, 1926). He noted: “If
books and letters are written for majority, they should be written
in a language understandable for people. We cannot tolerate
foreign words in our speech. Just due to it, together with my co-
sorrowed fellows I say that if we don't take some measures, our
language will gradually resemble the language of Algerians which is
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the mix of Latin, Italian, French, Spain and their native language”
(Komakhidze 1993: 97).

It is obvious that an attempt to open Russian schools in the
Batumi region has greatly disturbed the contemporary
intelligentsia, especially Muslim Georgians. Due to this, a military
governor, General-Major K. Komarov had to make a wily statement:

“Madrasa should be exist at mosques. Imams should teach
Muslim reading and writing to children, as it was at Ottoman times.
Our government will support the Madrasa... Russian government
will also open schools but nobody would study there by virtue
(italics mine — I. Ch.). If any Muslim wishes to take a child in this
school, he should address the government and it will allow a child to
be enrolled. Muslim children will have their Imams at these schools.
They will teach them Muslim reading and writing. Mullahs, Muftis
and Imams should hope that like the representatives of other
religions the Russian government will take them under its wings and
support them”.

Actually, (like other many documents reflecting a Tsarist
regime!) this statement of Russian cold-blooded official has been
created to make confrontation between Ajarian Muslim and
Christian families.

Memed Abashidze was a fellow-warrior of Great Ilia. He
published a painful grieving article on the terrible murder of a
leader of national-liberation movement of Georgia Ilia. “After
Akaki Tsereteli nobody has made such a sorrowful speech. Memed
Abashidze has used an unusual method - from Ilis’a grave he made
a grief-stricken homeland speak”(Sharadze 1998: 21):

“In many countries such blessed public figures like he was,
are idolized in their lifetime. But you hurt his heart and smear him.
What do you hope? If fate’s wheel is reserving badly, don’t believe
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thar it’ll last long! Life will take its shape soon, itll began usual
rotation and will list everything what you have done, earned and
deservel..

Let my good deeds, my care for you, contributions — my
sweet breast which fed you bring you no luck! When you were
nude ~ I dressed you, I made men from you when you were
orphans, I brought you on a life arena as far as I could, hoping to
help me and cure my wounds. But in vein! Maybe it would have
been better to give birth to a stone to help me on a road than to
give birth to people like you are! (italics mine - I. Ch.). [fonly such
disgraceful, horrible and terrible act would haven’t happened?!

You killed the treasure of my lifel... You darkened the light
of my area around!... You condemned my namel!... You denied my
past which begins beyond the borders of distance history!.. You
mutilated mel... You disfigured me!...You dug out my both eyes
with branding irons, aprooted my tongue, heart and liver like a
pitiless executioner...

Now I have no power any longer!... Take plessure in my
blood, be glad you — enemies of my lhomeland... (Journ.
“Nishadurf”, N7, 1907) — these brilliant words have been said by a
man who after having finished a secondary school couldn’t acquire
high academic education due to hard political situation.

“A word ‘Georgia’ doesn’t need to be explained. When a
word ‘Georgian’ is said, first of all we see a pictare of the nation
speaking this langusge and its homeland” — a great patriot often
said. “Language is a basic axes, bastion on which nationality and
statehood supports”™ — this is Memed Abashidze’s basic credo”
(Sharadze 1998: 42).

I especially would like to emphasize that Memed Abashidze
created a brilliant synonym for ‘like-minded’ - it is ‘like-sorrowed’
which reflects moaning over contemporary Ajaria. It should be also
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noted that instead of ‘science of languages’ (linguistics) he offered
very uncommon term ‘language of expression’.

In one verse a poet reflected his attitude towards the
wonderful words expressing essence, i.e. motivated words:

The sun declined!

On the Batumi's sky

The stars were praising themselves, twinkling...
“We cannot compare with it”

And stars went down with shame...”.

Excellent expert of Turkish-Arabic-Persian languages was
always ready to protect Georgian, he ‘uprooted the weeds’ of
foreign language from Georgian. Grigol Orbeliani’s words “ When a
Ianguage spoils, the nation falls down™ have been deep-rooted in
his soul. “Though we are Muslims, our nationality is Georgia,
Georgian blood rushes in out veins, we are Georgian with our heart
and flesh. And due to it the attempt which aims to turn us against
our Christian Georgian brothers, will never be rooted among us”
(Komakhidze 1993: 95).

Memed Abashidze studied at the school founded by Ilia
Chavchavadze in Batumi. Ilia attended the school opening meeting
on March 23, 1881. Ilia kissed on the forehead all first students of
the school.

“The society for spreading of literacy among Georgians” aimed
to consolidate the nation and supported Ajaria.

“A ceremonial opening of the first school in Batumi was the
event of great historical and national importance in the life of
Ajarians. After centuries-old darkness and hardship the children of
Ajarians iIntroduced with Georgian alphabet, great Jakob
Gogebashvili's “Mother tongue” for the first time. For the first time
here the torch of education had been kindled which laid a firm
foundation for opening Georgian schools in the region. In Batumi
there were several Russian, Armenian, Greek, Turkish schools,
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Gymnasiums for men and women, six-class municipality and
Marine’s schools which were patronized by Russia’s Ministry of
Education, though they were also financed from city budget. Russian
schools functioned in Kobuled, Keda, Khulo, as well. But even Georgian
speaking was forbidden at schools”(Dumbadze 2014: 521-522).

“Memed Abashidze believed that the education system would
be on the proper height, it would come close to the people, if in the
first place, teaching and a school are based on the true national
ground”(Gugunava 1997: 23).

Besides the enthusiasm of the members of the “Society for
Spreading of Literacy among Georgian” and other charity societies a
great contribution had been made by progressive Ajarian
intelligentsia as well (Rejeb Nizharadze, Gulo Kaikatsishvili, Haidar
Abashidze, Sherif and Temur Khimshiashvilis, Loman Kartsivadze,
Nuri Beridze...). Their main goal was to fulfill a long-time dream of
the local Georgians — to educate their children in native language at
those schools ‘where students won't see police superintendent,
disputing parties, law enforcement, village constables and soldiers”
(Dumbadze 2014: 530).

Here’s how Memed Abashidze recalls his school years:

“After integration into Russia, 50% Georgian Muslims of
Batumi region migrated Turkey. Among them there were many
Beys. When in Batumi the first Georgian school had been opened,
40 Georgian Muslim children entered the school. At school we
were said:

— If anyone asks you what is your nationality, you'd answer
that you are Turkish.”

A Christian should answer: “My nationality is Georgian”.

This question vexed me: "My native language is Georgian, I
have Georgian surname, my traditions are Georgian, and
nationality — Tarkish ...".
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When our teacher Mose Natadze entered the class-room I
wanted him to put me an ordinary question: Who are you? I stared
at teacher. I wanted him to put me this question and I raised my
hand. A teacher looked at me and asked:

-Who are you?

-I'm Georgian in nationality!

He laughed and said me to sit down. I breathed out with
relieve. B ut Muslim class-mates looked at me with contempt. By
this answer it seemed as if I betrayed Islam and converted
Christianity, since the word Georgian is a synonym for Christianity...

The problem is that all Russian officials legalized that all
Muslim Georgians were Turks to prevent the unification of
Georgians. '(Komakhidze 1993: 160-161).

“When a history of relationship between us and Muslim
Georgians is written, a chronicler shouldn’t forget the deeds and
contributions of the teacher of primary school Mose Natadze.'s If
not so thoughtful, amateur, educated, conscious leader nobody
knows what relationship would have been with Muslim Georgians
and we’d be enemies and traitors for them.” (Sakhokia 1950: 187).

“Nobody should believe that religion and nationality is the
samel... Right mind and the historical past of my nation always
dictsted me that Muslim Georgia should stay with its mother —
with Christisn Georgis” (Abashidze 1998: 11) — M. Abashidze often
underlined this statute.“ Along with his political activities, his

16 For some reasons Mose Natadze's being the first teacher is under
suspicion in the specialist literature. The first teacher of the school founded
in Batumi by the"Society for spreading of literacy among Georgians® was
Alexander Naneishvill, who later was alternated by Mose Natadze - says
R. Surmanidze (2004: 69). But Memed Abashidze was the first student of this
school, wasn’t he? It is incredible that he cannot remember the name and surname
of his first teacherl Or it is possible that Memed entered the school later since his
name hasn’t been enrolled in a Naneishvili’s list.
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publicistic articles have greatly contributed to the awakening and
strengthening the national consciousness of Muslim Georgians as
well as to the consolidating of Christian and Muslim Georgians”
(Shioshvili 1995: 8).

In the newspaper “Sakhalkho purtself’ (N738, December 3,
1916) M.Abashidze wrote: “In Sajavakho a school was consecrated
where the Quran was on the honorable place next to the cross. This
caused great confidence and joy among Muslim and Christian
Georgians.”

“Society for Spreading of Literacy among Georgians” and its
chairman Great Ilia Chavchavadze could do nothing better than
opening a school in Batumi. Without Ilia Chavchavadze one cannot
imagine and comprehend the primary period, past, present and
future of a Georgian national school. He gave great patronage to
Ajaria’s education system. Unfortunately, only the noble children
could go to school, but Upper Ajaria region couldn’t enjoy it due to
territorial distance.

On the way from Kedi to Bamumi T. Sakhokia was
accompanied by 20 year-old young man Bey Abashidze whose
talking pleased him very much. “A handsome young man dressed
in Ajarian cloth was speaking pure Georgian. He didn't utter any
single Turkish word. He studied at the Batumi school founded by
the “Society for spreading of literacy among Georgians”. His
teacher was deceased Mose Natadze. He respectfilly recalled his
teacher’s name, his kindles and love towards pupils. “Everything
what I know Mose taught me. I'd have known more but I stayed at
this school only for two years” —sorrowfully said a young man”
(Sakhokia 1950: 244) who sang to Ajaria’s guests “Khevsurian’s
homeland” which he had studied at the Batumi Georgian school...
He was sitting on a horse so beautifully as if he had been born on it.
As it is noted in the specialist literature (Sharadze 1998: 14), it is
supposed that this young man was Memed Abashidze.

111



It is well-known that not only teachers, but students were
exceptional at the mentioned school. They always remembered
Batumi Georgian school with great respect. Z. Chichinadze met
some of them in Trabzon Military School of Turks where they
continued studying and took with them Jakob Gogebashvili’s
“Mother language’ and “ The door of nature’ (Chichinadze 2013: 98).

On 17® March, 1916, the newspaper “Sakartvelo® published
Memed Abashidze’s article “Mother language and Muslim Georgia”.
Probably, a contemporary teacher cannot agree with its basic
propositions. But some of them are noteworthy from methodical
standpoint: “ We say that when a child begins reading in a mother
language, there shouldn't be foreign words, since a child’s young
mind cannot absorb the names of these subjects and he/she losses
all joy in reading. Of course, when a child meets familiar words,
he/she turned delight - it is a child’s nature.”

Speaking on the deeds of Memed Abashidze I'll finish with
the memoir of famous son of outstanding writer David Kasradze -
Kartlosi: “7There were legends on Memed-Bey in Batumi. When he
visited us, I always hung him round a neck as he had always sweets
in his pockets for children. He was conaidered to be the God among
the Georgian writers and because of it his visiting was equal to one
state”(Memed Abashidze 1993: 143-144).

They say: “See a school and thus find a country”. If somewhere,
on the territory of Tao-Klarjeti (e.g. in Imerkhevi!) there was a
Georgian school in the 19 c. they would have been our citizens!
‘Who knows?!

It isn’t accidental that in 1911 Acad. N. Marr categorically
expressed his standpoint on the importance of Tao-Klarjeti and
“golden-wool ram” for the political, especially, cultural history of
Georgia: “This material would have been in the hands of researchers
if government and national school were on other ground’
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In those times in Kobuleti there was one Khoja (senior
courtier) Kobaladze who met Z. Chichinadze and told him thus: “J
know Arabic, but unfortunately, I don’t know Georgian reading
and writing. I've been dreaming to learn it for a long time. I've the
Gospel, Book of Psalms, Apostolic in Arabic. I wanted to read them
in Georgian, but I found nobody to teach me Georgian alphabet.”
(Chichinadze 2013: 54). Z.Chichinadze gave him a Georgian
alphabet. But this wouldn’t change the situation. Khoja asked the
“Society for the spreading of literacy among Georgians” to open a
Georgian school and the costs would be paid by the local
population. Afterwards he met General Gr.Gurieli whom he said:
“In Kobuleti we've even a family church.” - “ Khoja! Pray as you like,
but don’t forget a mother languagel” — answered a head of Batumi
district, a real Georgian who had routed a Russian governor of Ajaria
for calling Muslim Georgians as “Tatars” (Zosidze 2015: 211).

Z. Chichinadzr hoped that the Kobuleti Georgian school
would educate ‘honest, educated men with the help of who Georgian
would be spread everywhere in a few years.” (Chichinadze 2013: 56).

In 1891-1909 in whole Ajaria there were only 36 schools,
mainly, private ones (Akhvlediani 1943: 240).

It should be emphasized that in 1915-1916, information and
articles (sometimes critical ones) on the schools in Upper Ajaria
(Khulo, Oladauri, Gorjomi, Riqeti, Tkhilvana, Skhalta, Pachkha, Upper
Agara) were systematically published in the press. E. g. in 1916, in the
newspaper “Ganatleba” N200, someone Mullah Effendi wrote:

“The 1= September arrived. Today everywhere school yards
are full of children. From everywhere one can hear their joyful
noise. You are looking at them, their faces fiull of curiosity,
listening their naive questions and you forget all difficulties of the
life and move to the dream land which belongs only to children’s
pure heart. You feel happiness and hope for good future. This day is
holiday for them who are real teachers.
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But we see another picture at the schools of Upper Ajaria —
yards are empty, school door is closed, Nobody can see neither a
pupil, parent nor teachers. There are 7 schools in Upper Ajaria...
and none of them opened the door on this day. A Georgian charity
school should have been an example for others! It is essential that
our school should be an exemplary. We write, speak, express
sorrow, disturb enemy and well-wisher, but what we do?! Georgian
school, spreading of Georgian literacy — this is a medicine for
national-cultural integration of Georgian Muslims. All agree with it
but yet only mere words! A goal should be fulfilled with love!
Today, in this peaceful time, this contribution should be made by s
national school”

It is pleasant that in the 19-20* cc. in the journals and
magazines there were printed the articles not only on a teaching
process and deeds of teachers, in rare but on student’s academic
successes and living conditions since some students had to walk
many kilometers to reach a school. Analogous materials were often
published in the newspaper “Sakartvelo’, in which, unfortunately,
sad facts were sometimes printed.

From this point, my attention was drawn by the 168 copy of
the mentioned newspaper (p. 4), 1916, in which an outstanding
public figure Apolon Tsuladze expressed woe of whole
contemporary society on the narration of a teacher of the Khulo
secondary school Joseb Melikishvili's wife. Additionally, he
objectively expressed his attitude towards the facts:

“After destroying Ajaria, Soso and I returned Ajaria again.
Our student Agali Khozrevanidze invited us at his home.

His family met us with customary hospitality. Agali's mother
was an intelligent woman. She asked me to tell my husband to open
a school for women to teach them Georgian alphabet and sewing
and promised that she'd house a woman teacher at her house.

A family’s lady was speaking only about women's school and
Agali’s education. She wished Agali to be a teacher at school. She
wanted to take her other son at school since he was talented boy”...
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“3-4 batches of school-leavers should have finished the Khulo
school. But unfortunately it didn't happen since good teachers
couldn’t stay there for a long time and bad ones didn’t care about
the education of Ajarians. During the 14 years only one pupil
finished the school? - it was Ali-Sultan Mgeladze who practiced in
beekeeping... Additionally, Ali-Sultan could write arzuali’ (‘written
complaint/petition’ — I. Ch.) for neighbors and protect them from
injustice of officials. He always compete with everyone who
wanted to rob Upper Ajarians. ‘Beches” and ‘Pukhars” considered
Ali-Sultan to be their guardian and loved and honored him.
Officials had it in for him and were preparing against him. But they
didn't need either compliant or hired killer: people’s friend, well-wisher
died from infectious disease.'® Everyone felt sorrow for his death.

Ali-Sultan died but at school there remained Agali
Khozrevanidze. And we hoped for this young man, expected from
him that he would be the second Ali-Sultan. But unfortunately, he
became a vicdm of the same illness. Khoja of the Khulo school
Khafiz Effendi Mekheshidze sent a letter to favorite teacher of
Ajarians Soso Melikishvili: “Great trouble has come on us. 15 days
after exams Agali died’.

A teacher and his wife cried and so did I...Now before my
eyes I can see a handsome, humble, modest, polite black-eyed 19-20
year-old young man,who had great eager to acquire education...

We have no longer Agali but we shouldn’t woe — we should
console his mother and Ajaria that well educate his young brother...

Until we remember Ajaria, we shouldn't forget you, my
young friend, my Agalil’...

It is really too difficult to read Apolon Tsuladze’s this article
calmly!

17 Probably, it was the result of the fact that in the Khulo school teaching
was carried out in non-native (Russian) language.
18 Alisultan Geladze was a husband of Nuri Beridze’s daughter.
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One of books (N147) from Loman Kartsivadze's library kept at the Batumi
Local Museum. The book has an inscription in Arabic written by Gurji
Haji: “Nurman Effendi from AkBaltsikhe” (at that time Ajaria was a
district of Akhaltsikhe!).
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Deputation from the Batumi Region in Tbilisi in 1913 at the 300
anniversary of the reign of the Romanovs.

From the left:

In the 1* row: Osman Kurdikidze (Imerkhevi), Jefer Mikeladze
(Ajaria), Temur Khimshiashvili (Ajaria), Adul Aga (Ajaria), Shevket
Gogoradze (Shavsheti);

In the 2% row: Tofan Beg Shervashidze (Ajaria), Rejeb
Shashikashvili (Batumi), Qadi Nuri Effendi Beridze (Ajaria), Memed
Sarajogli-Nakashidze (Mufti of Batumi), Isak Khalvashi (Maradidi), Rejeb
Beg Nizharadze (Batumi), Qember Aga Kharazi (Kobuleti);

In the 3" row: Aslan Aga Jijaradze (Shavshed), Kerimogli
(Shavsheti), Shukri Turmanidze (Ajaria), Azmi Effendi Qumadze
(Shavsheti), Torun Panejidze (Imerkhevi), Haidar Beg Bibineishvili
(Batumi).
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Haji Loman Effendi Kartsivadze and
Qadi Nuri Effendi Beridze

Georgia is a country of the greatest and ancient culture - this
elementary truth has been long well known for intellectual society
throughout the world. In Georgia those people who have brought
“Georgia with its turquoise-like sky and emerald-like land’ up
today have always been greatly respected. We were (and are still)
tolerant towards the followers of all religions. But in the Soviet
period it was difficult to pay ancestors a proper respect. Among
them was outstanding Loman Effendi Kartsivadze under the name
of “Gurji Haji” “Great Professor” of the Istanbul University, i.e. the
first honorable Professor in the Mareti Gorge, a tutor of the heirs to
the throne of the Sultanate of Turkey, a prominent public and
theological figure, versatile scholar, divine man of the second half
of the 19* c. whose 200 birth anniversary has been celebrated just
recently. There is not much information about him and if there is
any it has been preserved fragmentary in Georgian, Ottoman,
Arabic and Russian publications and in the archaic materials. Today
it is very topical to speak about the contribution of the people like
Loman-Effendi, for just such people fought for better future of our
homeland. If not ‘Gurji Haji’ and his followers, a Georgian man
would have no longer lived in one of the most beautiful and richest
regions of Georgia — Ajaria and who knows what ethnic people this
place would have been inhabited by!

We tried to carry out fundamental and academic study on
Loman Effendi’s life for what we used new research methods of
culturology, modern technological processing means of archival
materials.

And still who was Loman Kartsivadze? In the second half of
the 19% ¢. he was the most authoritative person in Upper Ajaria
(Makardze 2003:98). I'll try to show his contribution as fully as
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possible for when the program “Morning wave” of the Ajaria TV
was broadcasting the information about Loman Effendi, a program
presenter suddenly shouted: “Shamefully for me! I knew nothing
about him until today — what a great man we — Georgians have!"®".
Just right then we decided to create a scientific project in order to
give good examples of the activities of the worthy ancestors to
middle and old generations - it is especially necessary today, in
complicated political and social epoch, when our tiny but a
picturesque country is observed with the eye of custom.

Loman Kartsivadze was born in 1812 in the village Oladauri
(Upper Ajaria), in the family of local headman (mmukhtari) Ali M.
Kartsivadze. For at that time Ajaria was separated from mother-
Georgia, Georgian educational space, local youth had to go to the
famous universities (Cairo, Baghdad, Damascus, Istanbul) within
the Ottoman Turkey’s borders to acquire education.

In the Mared Gorge the Kartsivadzes family was
distinguished by strong craving for education. They lived in
affluence. Therefore, with the help of his parents, Loman Effendi
left for the ancient town of the central Anatolia — Kaiser to
continue his studies. According to the 1834 census materials which
are preserved in Ottoman Turkey’s archive, at that time in this
town there were studying only two young men from the village
Oladauri — Lomani and Ahmed. By that time Loman had the title of
Mullah (molla is an Arabic word and in Georgian it means
‘educated, doctor of Muslim Law, a pupil of theological school’).

Exceptional talent, remarkable diligence, aspiration towards
foreign languages and analytical knowledge showed his worth in
many fields of science: he was a pedagogue at secular as well as
religious and military institutions in Istanbul. He was a Sultan

» A short film has been prepared on initiative of the head of the Batumi
Niko Berdzenishvili Institute Prof. Roin Malaqmadze and Prof. Shushana Putka-
radze.
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Abdul Mejid’s advisor and "Great Professor” of Fatih madrasa of the
Istanbul university. Effendi enjoyed great prestige at the court, had
the highest title of Sheikh-Ul-Islam (only a few Georgians enjoyed
that!) and all bore his opinion in mind. He repeatedly pilgrimed to
Mecca and Medina.

Sdll homeland was the most valuable for Loman Effendi
Kartsivadze. Just due to it in old age he left luxurious life and
returned to native Oladauri. He greatly helped his village — he
saved his neighbors from islamization (didn’t allow them to go as
Mubhajirs!) and opened schools for them in homeland. Georgians
greatly valued their respectful professor, as well.

Heartbreaking is a poet Petre Umikashvili’s one unpublished
article which was especially researched by an ethnologist Vladimer
Mgeladze who unfortunately passed away: “Christian Georgia is
deeply concerns about Muslim Georgians. If the Ajarian population
entrely die out in unequal battle or move in Ottoman Turkey, a
question arises: “What use a desolated and depopulated place is to us
if the place saturated and protected with the blood of our ancestors is
abandoned by our descendants?!” (Mgeladze 2014: 136).

Clear memory on Loman Effendi Kartsivadze was especially
kept by the descendants of the Muhajirs who had moved from
Oladauri and Jumushauri.

In 1989 at the ceremony of the 100* anniversary of Loman
Effendi’s death, Prof. Shushana Putkaradze met her 100 year-old
great-grandmother Muntaha Nene who in 1903 had been taken to
Ottoman Turkey as a Muhajir by her parents. She was often
holding amber beads and counting:

“I am praying for well-being of my Ajaria, my Oladauri and
Jumushauri and asking the Creator God to be close to our great
Khoja — Loman Effendi. I know he is in the Paradise as he was saint
in his life. I want to be close to him. This tespa (beads) is a great
keepsake (memorable thing) for me. Great Loman Effendi
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presented it to my sister. My sister lived on the other side of
Oladauri, she married Paposhvili. When we were moving she had
Just given birth and was lying in bed. My mother and I saw her
before leaving and took leave. She gave me this tespa in memory
and said: “Ask the God to return’. But we could not return. When I
die my soul will ly away and I will see my Ajaria, will fly over my
house and yard and my tears will wet the grave of great Loman
Effendi like the morning dew” — she told the Professor of the
Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University.

If we knew nothing more, only these 100-year-old woman’s
thrilling words are sufficient to be focused the attention of
contemporary kartvelologists, turcologists and semitologists on the
first professor of Ajaria. Loman Effendi really deserves this!

Many recollecdons which then became legends were revived
in the orally transmitted folklore of the Muhajir Georgians. Some
legends are about Loman Effendi Kartsivadze’s miracles. They say:
his praying reached to the God and people’s difficuldes were
overcome.

“Once when a ship was taking the Muhajir Georgians from
Batumi to Istanbul among them there was Loman Effendi. When the
ship was Iin the middle sea suddenly the weather changed: terrible
storm rose, and the ship was in danger of sinking. Passengers asked a
higher theological person to ask the God for help. Indeed, a white-
bearded old man come onto a deck and with tearfill voice asked the
God to save people. After the prayer the storm fell, the sea died
down. And the passengers peacefully arrived in the appointed place”—
narrates this legendary reality Asie Baikozishvili - a woman who
went as Muhajir from Oladauri.®

3 In detail about Loman Effendi Kartsivadze’s merit in Istanbul and
Georgia see the Shushana Putkaradze’s and Ramaz Surmanidze’s articles which are
dedicated to the 200 birth anniversary of Great Haji.
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In the 19 c. the Ajarian population who resided in Turkey,
almost became a victim of treacherous ambitions of two great
empires. But despite living in the Islamic environment Ajarians
could protect Georgian lifestyle and cultural traditions: they
imposed ethnic function upon ancient traditional customs, native
language, so called “woman’s handwriting” by what they opposed
the Ottoman lifestyle based on Islam that was and still is a basic
precondition of national self-assertion (Khakhutaishvili 2011, II: 278).

During Loman Effendi’s career in Istanbul nobody could treat
Georgians badly. But unfortunately he was badly treated in our
reality. Firstly, only one photo of him was preserved. Secondly,
nobody can complain of a lack of information about him, since in
Georgian fundamental book “Georgians of Ottoman Turkey"
(author a local Prof. Murat Kasab) that has been recently published
in Istanbul, Loman Effendi Kartsivadze isn't mentioned. We
suppose that in Turkey there has been still maintained a ban on
their loyal professor who had preferred living in the beautiful
palace carved with a pure gold to living in difficult social
conditions and climate of his native village. The way in search of a
better future for his native people led him in St. Petersburg - he
was even invited to the inauguration of Alexandre III. His house in
highland Ajaria was built by famous Laz craftsmen. Unfortunately
the house was accidentally (?!) burned. But excellent offspring of
great ancestor restored the house from ashes again by Lazes and it is
still proudly standing in Oladauri. Nearby there is a Loman
Effendi’s ordinary grave. On the gravestone there is engraved a tree
of life and Turkish epitaph.

Public figures like “Gurji Haji” live forever. But generation
should never forget their deeds! Just due to this it is necessary to
study their contributions scrupulously!
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Among the Georgian public figures of the 19-20% cc. Qadi
Nuri Effendi Beridze should be distinguished. He was a son of
Akhmed Beridze who was called Inja Qadi ( ‘the most sacral and
righteous judge'). He was himself a righteous, as well (Tsuladze
1991:23). They were Upper Ajarians, inhabitants of Purtio. Both
have contributed greatly to the development of social, cultural and
educational life of the contemporary society.

Purtio is one of the oidest villages in Upper Ajaria. There
archeologists can find Christian and paganism remains. This is
supported by the archaic names of it as well as of a neighboring
village Neni (Surmanidze 2004: 70).

In old Georgian purto-j means ‘glowing embers/coals’ which
supposedly is connected with pue (‘smoke’, fig. ‘family, hearth’)
attested in the Ajarian, Gurian and Imerian dialects. According to
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, didi putd ‘big smoke’ is ‘bad smoke’; pue-
has two meanings: 1. pi — dry honeycomb; 2. stripped off tree
bark. In Imerian dialect ‘tree bark groove’ is still called pue-i
According to the eight-volume Georgian explanatory dictionary
(editor-in-chief Acad. Amold Chikobava) put-i denotes ‘rotten and
dry eroded tree’, ‘emptiness and hollowness in a tree trunk’, ‘very
skinny hen’.

In the neighborhood of Ajaria, in Meskheti, near Vale, a
lexeme pue-ur-o denotes ‘fruitless hills’.

In the Gurian dialect pufr-ur-g-i denotes ‘an empty
walnut/nut’, in the Kiziq dialects - ‘rotten firewood. The
metathesis forms of the word pur-at-i, pur-ut-a denote ‘lightweight’
in Imerian, in Ingilo pdrr denotes ‘lung’. In the Ajarian dialects
purt-n-g-j is a masdar expressing a 'spit ting process’.

Thus, as it is obvious, there are semantic and structural
diversity of the analytical lexemes according to pure-/pue- root. A
question arises: whether we are dealing with one root ( with r
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sonor in inlaut or without it) or different roots. To this point it is
essential to bring relevant Laz, Megrelian and Svan roots to carry
out comparative and etymological analysis — until the issue on
origin of the toponym Purtio couldn’t be resolved scientifically.

Throughout Georgia (especially in Svaneti, Pshavia,
Khevsuria and in highland Ajaria) the great name of the King
Tamari is associated with many temples, towers, bridges and other
historical monuments. This is reflected in oral narrating, legends,
verses and toponyms. “Nobody has been born equal to our blessed
Queen over the world yet”- say the inhabitants of Ajarian (Please,
recall:“Tinatin rivalled the sun, which attempted in vain to
outshine her.").

Some episodes have been interestingly told by one of hosts
(most of them were Gurian and Ajarian Beridzes — totally ten
persons!) of Tedo Sakhokia inhabitant of Purtio Iunus Beridze —
great Georgian patriot, ethnologist speaker of pure Georgian, good
narrator, polite and excellent companion (grandfather of the
reviewer of the present book Eter Beridze) who sent 25 homeless
children to Batumi Children’s House to educate them. In 1926 like
his great uncle Nuri Effendi Beridze he opened a primary school at
his home in the village Purtio (Beridze 2003: 41):

“The King Tamar often went to the Skhalta Church to pray.
In order to walk on the upland paths she had a mule. She crossed
the Purtio, i.e. “Queen’s bridge’. When she approached the bridge,
she dismounted and walked on the other side. To the left of the
bridge there still exists deep-seated stone. It Is called a “Queen’s
stone”. Tamar always put her foot on this stone and thus she
mounted on a mule.

From a bridge there a road goes up, which is divided into two
ways after half-an-hour’s walk: one road leads a passenger in
Purtio, the other —in Skhalta. The road through which Tamari
walked to Skhalta is still called “Queen’s road’.
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When Tamari who was going to Skhalta was overtaken by
night, she rested in Purtio. Once she visited a rich peasant -
someone Simona who leaped for joy and ordered his son to chill the
wine in a spring. Tamari liked the chilled wine and since that when
she found herself near Purtio she used to come to the spring and
drink clear water. Due to this the inhabitants of Purtio called it the
‘Queen’s spring”. Inhabitants of Purtio didn’t forget even a host:
the place where Tamari visited and where Arif Aga Beridze resides
today is called “Simonauri “ (Sakhokia 1950: 201-204).

Tamar is still called the Queen Tamar (and not the King
Tamar!) only in highlands of Georgia (in Svaneti, Ajaria, Tushetia-
Pshavia-Khevsuria).

In Upper Ajaria (and generally in whole Georgia!) all villages
are picturesque but Purtio and Oladauri have especial charm! And
just Nuri Beridze lived in both villages. His father a respectful Qadi
had two houses. One of them was for guests who were always
numerous. Those who had visited highland Ajaria in the 19* c. for
scientific, military, political and tourism purpose, were always
received kindly and with honor in the large family of Beridzes.
With the increase of the children’s age Inja (“Saint”) Qadi worried
about many things — first of all about children’s education. At that
period in Muslim Georgia only the children of rich families could
acquire high education in Istanbul and Ankara. A lucky fate befell
Nuri Beridze who followed his exemplary father's footsteps — he
wished to be Qadi. When he arrived in Turkey he met with “Great
Professor” Haji Loman Effendi Kartsivadze who was a well-
respected teacher at the Istanbul Fatih medresseh (Fatih medresseh
was the institution which prepared the ground for the Istanbul
University) and became his student. Later they became relatives.
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Along with high theological and juridical education Nuri
Beridze mastered in natural science, geography, soil science,
astronomy, mathematics and military science. When he returned
homeland he was appointed as a judge of present Mareti Gorge. In
the next period, after his father’s death, in 1880 he became Qadi of
entire Upper Ajaria. It was located in Khulo administrative center
(Surmanidze 2015).

- Soon a new son-in-law revealed such noble features that
~Kartsivadzes offered him and his family to settle in Oladauri. And it
happened in 1907.

Like his father Nuri Effendi built two houses in Oladauri: one
for his family, the other - for guests.

Educational traditions of “Gurji Haji” have been followed by
his family members in Ajaria: children, sons-in-law, grandchildren.
Among them more distinguished was Nuri Effendi Beridze - a
husband of Loman Effendi’s daughter Asie Khanumi. When Nuri
Beridze couldn’t find an appropriate building for a school in
Oladauri, he opened a school in his house. In current year the
school will celebrate its 100 anniversary. This is what a respected
teacher Vakhtang Makaradze who is called “chieftain of education”
writes: “ Working as a judge in Khulo district, under Nuri Beridze’s
active leadership, & school was opened in Oladauri. On I* October
1915 the first school-bell was tolled in present Shuskhevi region.
At the school 17 students acquired the knowledge in native
langusge. A head teacher was Iliko Natsvaladre. It should be
underlined that Nuri Beridse opened the school in his house. There
was a class in one room, in the other he housed a teacher. He

-provided the school with new farnitare, school items, manuals”
(Makaradze 2011: 283-284).

The 5% issue of the journal of the Ajaria Brench of the Union

of Writers of Georgia “Chorokhl” has been recently issued in which
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a 92-year-old honorable teacher Vakhtang Makaradze’s article
“Mareti and inhabitants of Mareti” is published. Mr Makaradze
underlines: “Unfortunately, there are incompetent scholars who
considered an Oladauri school opening date October 1915 doubtful.
I advise them to read my article “History of the Oladauri school” in
the book “Shining of Gamonatlevi” (pp.305-320). It is noteworthy
that Mr Makaradze went to this school and later on he was a
director of the school. And moreover, the history of founding of
the first Georgian school Mr Makardaze heared just from the first
school-leavers (Akhmed and Merjan Makaradzes, Mikheil
Mikeladzes, Nuri Tavdgiridze, Demural and Khusia Putkaradzes,
Israfil and Kolia Kartsivadzes).

On 31= August, 1994 the newspaper “Ajaria” (N135)
published the article of the excellent teacher of Georgian literature
Shota Mikeladze “A school in the highland". The article tells: “Ae
the Oladauri school a young Iliko Natsvaladze and 70-year-old kind
and honorable teacher of Arabic with Georgian consciousness Nuri
Effendi who was the firiend of the contemporary public figures
Tedo Sakhokia, Zakaria Chichinadze, Apolon Tsuladze, etc., were
in perfect harmony”.

According to Zakaria Chichinadze, Nuri Beridze persuaded the
population as well as Khoja-Mullahs that they were Georgians and
accordingly their native language was Georgia. Ajaria was a part of
Georgia and accordingly their homeland was Georgia. His relation
with patriots of Ajaria and especially with Ioseb Melikishvili has
contributed greatly to opening the Oladauri school (ibid.).

Under N.Beridze’s initiative there were opened other schools
in: Tkhilvana, Pachkha, and at Jabnidzes where the first pupils
were grandchildren and relatives of Loman and Nuri Effendis. If
not the exemplary life of these two great public figures, nobody
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knows what would happened to education since in that period the
local population were afraid to take their children to the Georgian
schools due to political situations.

Especial difficulties occurred in resolving the problem of
education of Ajarian women in the 19* c. and in the following
period, as well. From this standpoint it is noteworthy to bring an
Oladauri school-leaver, venerable woman Zuleikha Mikeladze-
Putkaradze’s one sad memoir which was published in Vazha
Makaradze’s book “My school, standing on a high mountain like a
temple”(2003: 50-51):

“My father — Suleiman Mikeladze was a clever and educated
man. He understood well the great importance of education and
actively supported the opening of the first Georgian school in
Upper Ajaria. But the neighbors obsessed with religious fanaticism
kept repeating him: ‘Has one ever heard woman’s education?
Education is none of girl'’s business!”

My mother forbade my sisters and me to go to school, to do
lessons. But secretly from her we learnt, read books. Our elder
brother — the first pupil of the first school in Upper Ajaris,
inhabitant of Oladauri Memed Mikeladze, helped us.

When our parents went to bed, we secretly lit a lamp and
studied till 3-4pm. When our parents came out to have a look at
cattle, we turned off the light not to be noticed by them. But
sometimes in a hurry we broke a lamp-glass. The next day we stole
eggs, sold them and bought a lamp-glass.

Soon mother heard that we had learnt reading and writing
ourselves. She got used to the situation and took us to the Oladauri
school...

I moved from class to next one excellently. I dreamt of a
math teacher. But due to poverty, I could manage nothing more...”
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We specially met with 92-year-old Zuleikha who still has
thirst for high-level knowledge. We wanted her to narrate some
episodes from the history of the Oladauri Georgian history
naturally, i.e. in Upper Ajarian dialect:

“My elder brother taught me reading and writing. When I was
born just the school in Oladauri was opened for the second time.

The first? The first was opened in the period if Nikola
(Nikoloz - 1. Ch.) and elder brother Memed entered the school. The
school didn’t function Jong. When Nikolay king was dethroned the
school was closed then.

There was no other school... As I know, elder brother said
that it was opened in Qadisanis house. Qadisanis was the name of
Beridzes... Their great-grandfather Nuri Effendi was Qadi in Khulo
and due to it they were called Qadisanis>

He was Qadi, great, respectful man and he opened & school in
his village.

He taught Arabic along with Georgian. A teacher was Nuri
Effendi who gained knowledge in Istanbul and graduated from the
high institute there.

Arabic was taught because a Khoja wanted thus. My elder
brother said that parents didn’t allow their children to go to school
because Khoja told people lie as if they would be Christianized.
Then when a school was opened in 1923 for the second time,
Khojas again told people lie not to take children to schools. But
they didn’t say this loudly —~ they were afraid of government.
People didn’t believe them.

When I was six, I wanted to go to school, too. But they said
that I was too little for the school. Neither my mother nor grandma

N As it is obvious, the Purtian and Oladaurian Beridzes are called
Qadisianis due to Nuri Effendi’s father Akhmed Inja Qadi.
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wanted to take me to school. They said: “A girl’s school is home,
yard”". When I began crying my brother calmed me down: “Don'’t
cry! I'll teach you". And just then I taught reading and writing...
Then I entered the school... When I finished four grades I taught
reading and writing old people.

I learnt well at the school, but it was hard period and a young
girl wasn't allowed to go to other village. Morever, I read books at
home secretly. Then I got married, had children and I had no time
for learning.

I liked working and was respected in the collective farm, as
well. I grew much tobacco and accordingly government greatly
appreciated my labor.

My children are diligent. My husband Osman and I have six
children. Two of them graduated from the high institute, one -
agronomic institute, one boy was a driver, the girls worked in the
collective farm. I have many grand children and great-grand
children. But in the village only one lives, others dispersed — some
to Batumi, some to Kobuleti, some to Guria and some to Samegrelo.

Today children have no problems — the village has a school,
the doors of high schools are opened. If you want — go and acquire
knowledge”.

Nuri Beridze had a wonderful family. Of his family members
his grandson, a chief doctor of the Poti hospital Shota Beridze was
alive up today. He died recently. His another grand-daughter Asie
Beridze who has the same name as her renowned grandmother Asie
Kartsivadze, recalls the famous family of a judge in Upper Ajaria:

“My grandfather, Nuri Beridze lived on the Beridzes’ land till
1907, in the village Purtio of Khulo (present Shuakhevi) region. He
had two children — Nusredini (my father) and Esma. My aunt Esma
lived long (103 years) and till the end of her life she was in her

174



right mind. She often narrated us many stories about her father. I
was born in 1927 — 7 years after my grandfather’s death. I know
everything about him from others’ narration.

In Purtio, in his house, my grandfather has invited a teacher
who taught Nuri Beridze's children, nephews and nieces Russian.
Due to it my aunt Esma knew Russian well. As regard Georgian, in
Nuri Beridze's family in Purtio as well as in Oladauri (where the
family resettled in 1907) only Georgian was spoken.

As my aunt Esma narrates, Nuri Beridze often brought new
clothes for his children on that condition that they wouldn't dress
new cloth in the village. In Oladauri there lived many poor families
and it was a sin to coquet before them. Once Nuri Beridze
presented his son— Nusredini (my father) fashionable upper mantle
(ielegcha) on that condition that he would dress it only in Khulo
and in Batumi where similar cloth was worn. Sometimes the whole
years passed and Esma couldn’t manage to put on a dress presented
by her father (at that time it was difficult to move from a village).
Meanwhile it has fallen out of fashion.

Esma was a wife of highly educated, a graduate of the
Istanbul University Husein Tavdgiridze. My aunt narrated us — her
nephews and young people, about the foundation of a Georgisan
school in the village Jabnidzes of the Khulo region (where the
family of Tavdgiridzes resided). Nari Beridze was its initiator. He
obliged bis son-in-law (his deughter’s husband) to open a school in
Jabnidzes, like in Oladsuri he had opened in his own house. My
aunt remembered school opening process well — how local Khojs-
Moullahs registed it. But Husein Tavdgiridzes authority won and
everything ended well

Once at Levan Beridze's, in the room where guests were
drinking wine, Esma was asked to enter. My aunt was a devout
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Mouslim woman who was forbidden to show her face before a man,
especially at the table where wine was being drunk. But for the
sake of her nephew Levani she attended the feast. After the feast
she said surprisingly: “At the table I heard only toasts to God and
worm and heartfelt words towards each others. And why Muslims
forbid wine drinking?!

Grandfather was very busy man. He couldn’t be inactive at
all. My mother Seit Tavartkiladze narrated me: when the family
was dining together, he was the first leaving the table — he always
hurried to somebody's trial — he didn’t want to be late not to make
accused and family members and relatives nervous.

I entered the Oladauri school in 1938 and finished four
classes in 1942. In that period they spoke about the history of
school — that was Nuri Beridze’s achievement. I remember there
were two teachers at school — wife and husband Shalva and Tina
Chqonias who spent spare time at our house. My mother greatly
respected her father's-in-law deed in opening the Oladauri school.
She remembered all processes related to the school. Until her death
(she died in 1960) she helped teachers who had arrived from
different parts of Georgia to solve the everyday's problems. Our

grandfather was a progressive man.

Once my brother Levani and I visited the neighbor village at
Makhalakidzes ~ Nukri Beridze's contemporary who narrated us
thus: in 1912 or 1913 Nuri Beridze assembled the population of
neighboring villages to inform the news. He told them about a
mechanism which could transfer human’s voice from far distance
(e.g. from Batumi to Oladauri), i.e. telephone. He described a box
which could show a human's face. He spoke about other news which
was novelty even in the civilized world. After finishing the meeting,
here and there people whispered: Nuri Effendi went crazy.
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As it was said above, in 1907 Nuri Beridze resettled in
Oladauri with his family, near the family of his father-in-law, a
progressive and highly educated man Loman Effendi Kartsivadze
since he had human and business relationship with them. Just there
in 1915 under his leadership and effort the first school in Upper
Ajaria was opened. Among the first students of the school was Nuri
Beridze's son Lo(g)mani,

I'd like to say some words about the relation of our family
with a source family — Purtioan Beridzes clan. Nobody remembers
why brothers separated. But it is well-know that Nuri Beridze and
his descendants have never broken warm and close relation with
Purtioan Beridzes. This tradition has being continued up today.

I remember: before and afier the great patriotic war, in every
autumn, some loaded horses arrived in Oladauri, at Beridzes,
presents from Purtio. Especially there was lots of grape since
wonderfill grape grew and still grows in Purtio”.

As they narrate, at the schools founded by Loman and Nuri
Effendis the students were taught Georgian grammar in Arabic
symbols, via so called aloglotographic method. Via this method the
Ajarian students learnt literary Georgian in order to acquire
knowledge of different branches of science. It also well-known that
at these schools Quran was taught in Georgian that was an
unprecedented event. We believe that Georgian grammar manual
and Georgian Quran belongs to Loman Effendi. Unfortunately,
despite my efforts, I couldn’t find his handwritten. Presumably, just
Nuri Effendi Beridze taught Qurani in Georgian since he was also
the first teacher of Arab in the school founded by him.

“From Upper Ajaria many progressive clergymen had close
relation with: Memed Abashidze, Tedo Sakhokia, Zakaria
Chichinadze, Apolon Tsuladze and others. They reasonably used
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this relationship to raise a question before the ‘Society for
spreading of literacy among Georgians® to open Georgian schools in
hbighland villages. Inhabitants of Mareti often discussed about
people’s problems in Oladauri. In 1915 such meeting was held
which was attented by: Nuri Beridze, Akhmed Makaradze,® Husein
Tavdgiidze, Emin Kartsivadze, Suleiman Mikeladze, Faiq
Makaradze. They addressed the “Society for spreading of literacy
among Georgians’ to open a Georgian school in Mared. They
obliged Nuri to take a request letter”(Makaradze 2003:45- 46).

Nuri Beridze himself ordered to make all necessary inventory.
He purchased the textbooks with the help of a famous and favorite
teacher of the Khulo primary school Joseb Melikishvili. The
newspaper “Sakartvelo” (22 April, 1916, 89 issue) informs;

“20 boys study at the Oladauri school. A teacher is & young
Ilia Natsvaladze... Religion is taught by famous teacher in whole
Ajaria Khoja Nuri Effendi Beridze who always greatly contributes
to school successes. His son studies at the school too. He wants him
to continue studying at the gymnasium. Nuri Effendi
always nags everyone to take children to school"

We hope that a reader will be interested to hear the first
pupil of the school Memed Mikeladze’s memoir which was
published in the journal “Skola da cxovreba” (N4, 1977) by
prominent journalist Otar Putkaradze:

“Firstly only 14 pupils entered the school. The school was
opened in autumn 1915 and it was a primary school of four classes.

2 If Akhmed Makaradze is the same person who studied together with
Loman Effendi in Kaiser and Istanbul, thus here (and not only herel) it is a mistake
since by 1915 he has already passed away.
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It should be underlined that in all Upper Ajarian villages
where the schools had been opened in 1915-1916, classes began
every morning in medressah and afterwards pupils moved to
school. Nuri Effendi’s educational methodology was different: at
schools pupils were taught languages (firstly, native language,
afterwards Russian and Arabic), math, music. In the afternoon
pupils trained in literary Georgian-Arabic vocabulary and grammar,
read the Quran in medressah. Obviously, it is the echo of national
educational and great Loman Kartsivadze’s methodology. Haji
Effendi always advised local Khojas and Mullahs to teach the
population Quran in Georgian to be easily perceived its wisdom.

Prof. Akaki Beridze often says: “Oladauri is separated from

Imerkhevi by one uphill and downhill. In our village a school was
opened not only for educational purpose. At that time this fact had
a great national and statehood value. If not a Georgian school we
would have been converted to Ialam — so mear we were to their
terzitory’.
It is remarkable that in Georgian the words ganatleba
‘education’, ganateba ‘lighting’ and =natloba ‘christening’ are
originated from the root zaz-. In a O.Putkaradze’s article (“Light in
the village’) the author brings a wonderful legend narrated by an
old inhabitant of Oladauri:

“A sickle-shaped moon couldnt warm a peasant. Its light
couldn’t reach in huts. Neither that small star which accompanied
the moon, could do anything.

But suddenly the huge sun arose in the sky. The five-pointed
star was leading as a road sign. Its light reached even the dark
Qaradere? It looked inside a peasant's hut, lighted up the darkness,

3 Turks called Qara Dere (*Dark narrow gorge™) the Mareti Gorge.
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gave warmness and consolation to a pheasant and became a
constant companion of a peasant: it gave schools to villages, lighted
up an electric light and sky- blue screens...”*

By that time there wasn’t the St George church in Oladauri.
If there were, an old narrator would have mentioned it!

In the 19-20® cc. some Georgian public figures who had
acquired education in Russia and then became bureaucratic officials
of Russia, were in the service of Muslims as well as Christians. Most
of them were loyal to the system, but outwardly, i. e. it was for-
show loyalty — everyone tried to do business for the welfare of
Georgia.

“Nuri Beridee immediately drew public attention as a real
patriot loving his own homeland. He unceremoniously fought
against the invasion of Ottoman and Russia in our region.”
(Zosidzes 2008: 199-200).

To this point I'd like to draw your attention towards the
memoire of one of Nuri Effendi Beridze’s grandchildren Nuri
Tavdgiridze:

“My dedei (grandfather - 1. Ch.) was Muslim. But he didn't
say anything bad about Georgian. He served Ottomans but hated
them very much¥ He knew history of Georgia very well. He seated
us and narrated, he cried and made us cry, too. He told us: there
was the king Bagrad VII who turned Muslim. Also the kings
Archili, Vakhtang V, Rostomi, Svimoni, Giorgi XTI and others (T
don’t remember all names) turned Muslim but who did they serve
faithfully? Our country, Georgial.. When Sulkhan-Saba turned

% It would be better to record an Ajarian old man’s narration (and
generally, of old-aged narrators) on native dialect.

3 Even the Pashas of Akhaltsikhe the Jagelis and Ajarian population hated
Ottoman Turks (Umikashvili 1877; Mgeladze 2014:134).
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Catholic, why did he do it? - for Georgia- to help it! One shouldn’t
rebuke somebody for faith!... Water goes to and fro yet will fall into
the pool!” (Zosidze 2015: 264).

Yes, at that time there wasn’t another way to acquire high
education and due to it they went to Istanbul and Ankara. But they
never forget that first of all they were Georgians from head to foot.
And we weren’t absolutely surprised when in the Loman Effendi’s
fund (N74) kept at the Batumi Kh.Akhvlediani Museum we came
across “Addressing to the Livani St Virgin Church” written in
Arabic-Turk.

There are many pleasant memories on a honorable Qadi by
great Georgians Zakaria Chichinadze, Tedo Sakhokia, Apolon
Tsuladze — active members of the “Society for spreading of literacy
among Georgians”. A cheerful host who could do everything for a
guest, always apologetically finished the feast saying: “I couldn’t
showed the hospitality fit for you”. He accompanied a guest not
only in Mareti but in the Gorjomi gorge, as well. It is well-known,
that Nuri Effendi gave detail information about the ethnographic
life of 92 villages to Zakaria Chichinadze (see Chichinadze 2013:
222-232). This information will serve the present ethnologists to
study the Georgian rural structure historically.

It s also said that Tedo Sakhokia recorded many legends and
folk-tales from Qadi. But unfortunately, we couldn’t find them yet.
In the special literature (Beridze 2003: 151; Surmanidze 2015, N5) it
is expressed the viewpoint that the conflict between Abaza Beridze
and Parna Chinkadze’s son could be sourced just from Nuri Khoja
(see Sakhokia 1950: 206). Blessed are those who believe! We don’t
believe that such a wise man like Effendi was, could narrate a guest
an enviable adventure of one of family members of Beridzes.
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As Apolon Tsuladze believes, “Qadi well-known for his
neutral justice Is similar to the patriot like Akhmed Khalipashvili,
Skander Tsivadze, Gulo Kaikatsishvili Dedeaga Nizharadze are”
(Tsuladze 1991: 23).

According to the data of the Historical Museum of National
Movement of Georgia, “Nuri Effendi head of religious affairs of all
Upper Ajaria region, enjoyed great honor of population, is very
clever and cunning”. As it's obvious, the local contemporary
(Russian) authorities sensed relevantly Nuri Effendi’s political
peripeties, and underlined his “cunningness”. But we think that
Qadi who acquired education in Istanbul wasn’t cunning but
resourceful and he used these features for Georgia’s better future.
Since there is a certain standpoint on the inhabitants of upland
(“they are peaceful, honest people and sre living calmly” —
Chichinadze 2013: 216) neither Nuri Beridze (as a local inhabitant)
would be exception. But it is also said that cunning is cleverness.
And I'd like to bring one episode to demonstrate Nuri Effendi’s
cleverness:

After finishing the Russia-Turkey War (1878) Russia
established its governance in all newly incorporated regions. By
that period the old Georgian population of Ajaria and Tao-Klarjeti
had been Islamic. Taking into consideration this fact, Russian
government left Muslim Shariat justice (perhaps, temporally!) in
Russian courts. In all administrative districts Shariat laws were
carried out by an especially appointed person having high juridical
education and authority —~ Qadi. In Upper Ajaria honest and fair
Nuri Effendi was appointed to this position.

Ottoman Empire couldn’t tolerate the loss of conquered
territories and did its best to win the local Muslim over. To this
point it often sent special spies (‘chetniks’) to Ajaria — to agitate

183



Turkish orientation among population. 400-paged court records
recorded in 1912, newspapers and magazines tell one of such
agencies.

High culture of proceedings and grounded arguments of that
time should be emphasized. A text printed in a printing-machine is
Russian. Records of interrogating of witnesses are given in
Georgian calligraphy in some places.

Such “case on Nuri Beridze” belongs to a group of four
persons who accidentally caught up with Nuri on the way to
Skhalta. He was carrying a special Muslim hat sarugi. Due to it the
spies considered them to be ‘their man’ ( supporter of Turkey).
They disclosed their goal and asked him to support them. Nuri
Effendi’s diplomatic trick worked — with honeyed words he gained
the confidence of “chetniks"- they found themselves at the Skhalta
administrative center where Russian rural guard arrested them.

After a few days the prisoners “escaped” from a jail. Later on
it turned out that the “chetniks” bribed the guards and Nuri Beridze
was blamed for their liberation. Just due to it an investigation was
conducted (400-page!) that is followed by a trial. An excellent Qadi,
the best student of “Great Professor” Loman Effendi, quite well
erudite in jurisprudence publicly disproved the charge brought
against him with reasonable and cogent arguments. He was freed.
They started proceedings against Russian guards. By this time Nuri
Beridze was 67 years old.

It should be noted that the verdict is attached by a report to
viceroy of the Caucasus Ilarion Vorontsov-Dashkov. The report
briefly describes the basic essence of Nuri Beridze’s case and more
importantly, it outlines the court’s view on Ajarian population’s
attitude towards the rule of Russia and Turkey. It is underlined that
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Nuri Beridze and Ajaria’s feudal lords had played a major part in
building a positive attitude of local residents towards the Russian
policy.

Other time (17-19 September, 1915) a respected Qadi
appeared at the trial again — together with other progressive
Ajarians an aged judge was blamed for betraying Russia (Sioridze
2002:136). But whole Georgia protected him (Surmanidze 2004:
73). In protecting and saving Georgian Muslims together with
others a major part is played by Purtio chancellery writer Stephane
Kemkhadze whose courage saved a lot of people from punishment
(Kemkhadze 1958:35), Sioridze 2005:135).

Moreover, the newspaper “Sakhalkho purtself” (N390, 1915, p. 3)
summed up 27 trials and published a special publication “/udging of
Ajarians”. The publication says: “Even an accuser said: T don't
blame the Ajarian population™. In the telegram (2.I1.1915) sent by
the Russian Emperor Nikoloz II to viceroy Vorontsov-Dashkov the
Tsar assessed the trouble befell the population of Batumi and Qarsi
districts as catastrophe and not betray (Sioridze, ibid.).

In the article “Khoja Nuri Effendi Beridze” published in the
101= issue of the newspaper “Sakartvelo” Zakaria Chichinadze
writes that it is a divine obligation to protect him, since “the
migration of some households from upland villages to Ottoman
Turkey was the achievement of Khoja and similar persons...Nari
Effendi fully understood the situation of domestic affairs of
Georyia. Like other Khojas he wasn't fanatic — he was a real Muslim
and conscious Georgian... Due to his good judiciary status Nuri
Effendi was famous in whole Ajaria. Those complicated cases
which couldn’t be solved by Mejlis and Qadis, were always solved
by Nuri Effendi. He was a supporter of Russian government and
law...,he respected Russian language, Nuri Effendi was & wise
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theological person... And today this man is blamed for betraying
due to fibs. We believe that it is gossip, lie and wickedness since old
Beridze has respectful supporters as well as enemies who are always
ready to slander him...".

We immediately remember the words of our great classic
writer Konstantine Gamsakhurdia: “Our erouble is thus even todsy:
we have more traitors than faithful persons - traitors of own people
and not of others. Among my spies half of them are bribed by
Byzantines, half — by Saracens. When the nation has so many spies,
even Alexander the Great can bring it the victory... If the whole
nation doesn't desire to win even Alexander the Great can do
nothing since nowhere the cowards and spies have ever won ... It is
our trouble — we like to dance to other’s tune and due to it the
troable in other countries annibilated Georgia... From old times it
had been our habit - we have always been complaining a small
namber of our nation since we always had numerous enemies, but
if & respectful man sppears among us we peck him like a ravine
pecks a8 wounded kite” (“The right hand of the great master”). It is
amazing that these words are said by the King Giorgi (George) I, a
worthy successor to glorious Bagrat Kuropalat! But more amazing
Nuri Beridze’s deeds are during the domination firstly of Turkey
and then of reactionary Russia in Ajaria. For example:

As a member of the “Society for Spreading of Literacy Among
Georgians”, he fully understood the fundamental idea of Ilia’s
words: “Language is a nation’s mother". Thus, the Qadi’s attitude
towards an author of a complaint made against him is obvious:

In 1891 one of Georgian Muslim Khojas demanded to be
punished that man who had insulted him calling “Georgian” in the
presence of his parish. The newspaper “Sakartvelo® (N101, 1915)
published an article on this fact:
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“~Which language do women and children speak at your
home? — Khoja answered: - “Gurji.” He didn’t mention the word
‘Georgian’. Nuri Effendi explained:

— Gurji is a Turkish word and denotes ‘Georgian'. If your
family members speak Georgian, thus he said the true and
accordingly, he shouldn’t be punished.” Nuri Effendi calmed Khoja
down and the complaint has been canceled at the Majlis.”

In 1895 the newspaper “Tveria” (N156, 25 July, Tuesday)
published the following information: “/n Skhalta there were two
brothers. One turned Muslim and resettled. The other brother
stayed In Skhalta as Christian. Soon they rowed about the landed
estate. Their complaint has been discussed by the bishop of Skhalta
and calmed them down. Khoja of the village Khulo Haji Nuri
Effendi Beridze had a case docament... They read and made it out.
It appeared that it was 185 years old".

Nowhere - in the documents at our disposal and specialist
literature Nuri Beridze is called Haji. If the information of “Iveria”
is trustworthy, it comes out that like his father-in-law Loman
Effendi Kartsivadze, the prominent Khoja has pilgrimed to Muslim
holy places in Mecca and Medina that is the destiny of selected
persons.

A founder of the first Georgian school in highland Ajaria was
a very modest person. He was repeatedly offered the position of a
judge of Batumi and Gonio. But he always delicately refused — “/
cannot stand sea climate”. He always preferred the upland territory
which was pear the sky like an eagle nest to any personal welfare.
Erudite in many fields of science Nuri Beridze often took part in
many state and educational committee. As a member of Ajaria
delegation, in 1913 in Tbilisi he attended the ceremony dedicated
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to the 300* anniversary of the Romanov dynasty and his only
photo which survived up today, had been taken just at this
ceremony.

At one time Turkey gave Georgian noblemen relevant
Turkish ranks without any conditions: Prince — Bey, nobleman -
Aga. Titular certifications have been issued. After ending the
Russia-Turkey war only a few representatives of Georgian high
class have been given back an old rank. Many noblemen demanded
from the Russian administration to be ranked. Authorities had to
select more authoritative, conscientious and impartial persons in
order to form a state commission of judges after establishing the
Russian regime in Ajaria. The commission had to discuss the
problem of social and rank title (Kr43s; JBoprarus). A member of
the commission where a decisive speech should be made by Nuri
Beridze, should know three languages (Georgian, Russian, Turkish)
well to investigate each concrete case and problem in detail. Many
aristocrats lined their pockets at that time. Nuri Beridze has never
sent in an application for review.

I am pleased to inform, that the special monograph on
outstanding person, a member of Khulo Mejlis, a fair Qadi Nuri
Beridze is being prepared by Prof. Ramaz Surmanidze (co-
chairperson of the editorial board of the present book). In future
the situation will be thus: “ Truch will eiumph”. We'll quote extract
from Mr R.Surmanidze’s article which was published in the journal
“Laklaketl” (NS, 2015): “I believe that intelligensia of Oladauri will
care that the Oldauri school will be named after a respectful
person, excellent teacher, fair judge and Georgian patriot Nuri
Beridze who founded this school a century ago’.
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