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Igor Kekelia, Edisher Baghaturia
THEATER CHRONICLES OF AKHALSENAKI:
1881-1921

In the latter half of the 19th century and the early decades of the
20th century, numerous significant events in the life of Akhalsenaki
were documented in the Georgian press. While these reports may se-
em insignificant at first glance, they provide valuable information for
studying the daily life, socio-economic conditions, and cultural-edu-
cational developments of the township. Alongside economic chan-
ges, there were advancements in education and theater, reflecting the
socio-economic development of Akhalsenaki in the 1870s-1890s.

Akhalsenaki experienced a vibrant and complex theatrical cul-
ture during this period. The theater founded by Giorgi Eristavi in
1850, recognized as the first Georgian professional theater, played a
crucial role in promoting theatrical performances across Georgia.
The communities of Zugdidi and Akhalsenaki embraced this initiati-
ve enthusiastically.

Available data, including correspondences, letters, and reviews
published in Georgian newspapers, indicate that theatrical perfor-
mances by stage enthusiasts were held in Samegrelo from the 1860s.
Performances took place in Zugdidi and the villages of Bandza and
Sujuna. On April 11, 1868, a theatrical performance was held in the
Zugdidi district. William Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice"
was staged in Bandza village in 1873, and on April 25, 1874, two
plays were presented in Sujuna. A year later, a theater performance
in Sujuna was organized for the benefit of the local school, thanks to
the efforts of local theater enthusiasts.

Theatrical activities became particularly intense from the 1880s
onward, with notable performances in Akhalsenaki, Dzveli Senaki,
and Poti. The first theatrical performance by local stage lovers in
Akhalsenaki was held on February 8, 1881.
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Igor Kekelia and Edisher Baghaturia's work provides a monog-
raphic study of a 40-year period (1881-1921) in the history of Akhal-
senaki's stage art. Utilizing existing literature and periodical press
materials, the authors offer fascinating insights into the major events
and creative achievements of Senaki's theatrical life from 1881 to
1921. They highlight the first plays staged over a century ago by the
local intelligentsia and stage enthusiasts.
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