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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Georgia’s First Vice Prime
Minister and Minister of

Economy and Sustainable Devel-
opment, Levan Davitashvili,
during a visit to Washington to-
gether with the Minister of Fi-
nance and the President of the
National Bank, said that Geor-
gia and the United States have
aligned positions on future coop-
eration.

“We had a rather lengthy
meeting in the U.S. State De-
partment, which covered all as-
pects of cooperation between
Georgia and the United States.
Of course, we also touched on the
problems that have existed in
past years in the relationship
between the two countries, but
the main focus was on the pros-
pects for cooperation, where the
positions of the new U.S. admin-
istration and Georgia are fully
aligned,” said Levan
Davitashvili.

As Davitashvili highlighted,
the visit included productive
meetings with international fi-
nancial institutions, where they
discussed financing opportuni-
ties for Georgia. He emphasized
that maintaining a steady flow
of international funding is cru-
cial for advancing major projects
in the country. Davitashvili also
stressed the importance of fos-
tering a close dialogue with the
new U.S. administration during
the visit.

“In parallel, we are holding
bilateral meetings, mainly with
counterpart agencies, but we
started these meetings with the
State Department, as it is im-
portant to have clear political
positions — this is a key prereq-
uisite for various types of coop-
eration, including in the eco-

Levan Davitashvili: Georgia and U.S. Positions
Fully Aligned on Future Cooperation

nomic field,” Levan Davitashvili
stated.

According to the First Vice
Prime Minister, the Georgian
government’s interest and goal
is to build cooperation around a
positive agenda and to identify
areas where mutually beneficial
collaboration is possible for both
countries. He said that these
areas should eventually be
translated into concrete action
plans.

“There was full support for
this approach, including at the
State Department, because this
aligns with the overall vision of
President Trump’s administra-
tion, and naturally, the State
Department is supportive of
implementing that vision. We
touched on many areas during
the meeting at the State Depart-
ment, and the dialogue then con-
tinued with specific, relevant
agencies, including the Depart-

ment of Commerce, the Trea-
sury Department, and so on.

We will also have meetings
with the U.S. Trade Represen-
tative, and the following meet-
ings will continue at the White
House, where we will have
close communication with
many representatives of the ad-
ministration and cover many
important topics,” said the
First Vice Prime Minister, ac-
cording to a statement released

by the press service.
According to Levan

Davitashvili, it is also worth
noting that it has been less than
three months since the new U.S.
administration entered the
White House, and thus, many
things are still in the process of
being formed, including in terms
of international policy — some-
thing that was noted at every
stage of the meetings.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Leaders of the U.S. Helsinki
Commission have issued a

strong statement of support for
the Georgian people, marking
the 150th consecutive day of
peaceful protests against the
ruling Georgian Dream party.

Senator Roger Wicker (MS),
Representative Joe Wilson (SC-
02), Senator Sheldon
Whitehouse (RI), Representative
Steve Cohen (TN-09), Represen-
tative Richard Hudson (NC-09),
and Senator John Cornyn (TX)

Helsinki Commission Urges Action on
Georgia, Calls for New Elections and

Release of Political Prisoners

called attention to what they
described as a growing threat to
democracy in Georgia.

“Tomorrow marks the 150th
consecutive day of peaceful dem-
onstrations in Georgia, an ex-
traordinary expression of Geor-
gians’ enduring commitment to
freedom and independence for
their country. We are proud to
stand with the Georgian people
as they refuse to surrender their
democratic aspirations to an il-
legitimate regime,” the state-
ment reads.

The Commissioners con-
demned the actions of the Geor-
gian Dream government, accus-
ing it of undermining democratic
institutions and pushing Geor-
gia closer to authoritarian pow-
ers.

“Georgian Dream is clinging
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to power by denying Georgians
the rights and liberties that
democratic societies hold dear.
By cracking down on indepen-
dent media, opposition political
parties, and peaceful protestors,

Helsinki Commission Urges Action on
Georgia, Calls for New Elections and

Release of Political Prisoners
Georgian Dream is isolating
their country from the transat-
lantic community and condemn-
ing Georgia to a future of repres-
sion aligned with Russia, China,
and Iran,” the statement said.

The statement warned that
Georgia’s shift toward autocracy

would have serious consequences
for U.S. interests and regional
security.

“Georgia’s vibrant democratic
spirit once made it a beacon of
hope in the region. If Georgia
continues down this pathway to-
ward autocracy, we stand to lose

an ally firmly committed to our
shared security and democratic
values. Meanwhile, we will be
leaving Georgians to suffer un-
der a Russia-controlled authori-
tarian government after their
decades-long struggle for free-
dom,” the Helsinki Commission

members stated.
They called on the United

States’ allies to take a firm
stand.

“We call on our transatlantic
partners to join us in demand-
ing new free and fair elections
and the release of all political
prisoners in Georgia. Failure to
act would not only betray the
hopes and dreams of millions of
Georgians, but also greatly di-
minish the possibility of a free,
secure, and prosperous South
Caucasus,” the statement con-
cluded.
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Irakli Garibashvili Leaves
Georgian Dream and Politics

Irakli Garibashvili, chairman of the
ruling Georgian Dream party and former
prime minister, announced his departure
from both his party role and politics alto-
gether. Speaking at a press briefing on
April 25, Garibashvili said he has “ac-
complished” his goals and plans to move
into the private sector to “test” his abili-
ties in other fields.

Citing a desire to “devote more time”
to his family, Garibashvili reflected on
his political career, saying, “Every step I
have taken in my political life has been
based on a specific goal: to serve our coun-
try and people and to strengthen our

state.” He emphasized that he had “paid
his dues” by promoting stability and
progress and that he “no longer sees the
need to remain in politics.”

Garibashvili did not announce any spe-
cific plans for his next role but confirmed
that his time in politics is over for now.

During his remarks, Garibashvili
praised Georgian Dream’s founder and
honorary chair, Bidzina Ivanishvili, call-
ing him “a guarantee of peace and stabil-
ity” who has “averted major threats” and
“brought tangible progress and develop-
ment to all spheres” of Georgian society.
Garibashvili added, “If the Georgian
Dream has finally emerged as a united
and strong political force, it is thanks to
Ivanishvili.”

Public Defender Comments on
5,000 GEL Fines for Blocking

Streets

Public Defender Levan Ioseliani com-
mented on the recent imposition of 5,000
GEL fines for citizens blocking streets
during protests, speaking on the air of
Palitra.

Ioseliani stressed that small groups do
not have the right to obstruct public
roads. “A fine of 5,000 GEL is a deter-
rent, including for such rallies, because
when such fines are imposed, people may
refrain,” he said.

He noted the financial impact of the
fine, calling it significant. “A fine of 5,000

GEL is a high burden. It is important for
the participants of the rally to consider
that 10, 20 and even 50 people have not

been given the legitimacy to block the
street.”

According to Ioseliani, protestors still
have the right to express their views, but
blocking streets must meet certain con-
ditions. “They can express their opinion
somewhere, but this is not a sufficient
number. In the case when the street is
blocked due to the large number of people,
then the prerequisite for the existence of
that fine will not exist either,” he ex-
plained.

EU and UNDP in
Ukraine deliver

specialised vehicles
to health care

services to
Chernihiv Oblast

The European Union and the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in Ukraine
have handed over four
specialised vehicles to Chernihiv
Oblast to strengthen mobile
teams that provide social, psy-
chosocial, and health care ser-
vices.

These “hubs on wheels” will
help respond quickly to the needs
of community residents affected
by the war. They will ensure
access to a wide range of services
— including home care, pallia-
tive, and in-kind assistance, and
psychological support — even in

the most remote areas.
The vehicles will enable

multidisciplinary teams to rein-
force the health care and social
support systems, delivering
more comprehensive and higher-
quality care to vulnerable popu-
lation groups.

The vehicles were procured
and equipped as part of the flag-
ship ‘EU4Recovery – Empower-
ing Communities in Ukraine’
partnership between UNDP and
the EU.
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