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The Alpine Settlement in Ajara (Beshumi)

Loggwo oboegsbs (brywe)
Village of Tkhilvana (Khulo)

One of the most beautiful corners of Georgia - Ajara is distinguished by its azure coastline, mountain ranges hidden
in greenery, river valleys, pure springs, rushing waterfalls, villages scattered on the mountains, alpine meadows and
amazingly hardworking, kind, hospitable people.

The geographical environment and diverse relief of Ajara determine the traditions of the highland and lowland
residential complex. The nature of the settlement of the mountainous part, the economic life has preserved the
earlier, conservative features for centuries - forms of settlement, continuity of cultural heritage, traditional social
relations, agricultural way of life. Perhaps, it is due to this fact that a number of settlements of Ajara highlands,

despite the renovation, are authentic in nature and represent a unique example of the "ethno-village" of the region.
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The territory of Ajara distinguishes between the highland and lowland settlements. The settlement of the Ajara lowland
and coastal zone is of "street-linear" form. Settlements with "hill-row" or "amphitheatrical’, vertical-terrace structure are
relatively typical for mountainous Ajara. Traditions of terraced settlements can also be seen in the Georgian regions of
Turkey (Shavsheti and Klarjeti). According to some scholars (Ilia Adamia), the settlement system, landscape and wooden
houses of the highland villages of Ajara, due to analogous conditions and activities, are similar to the villages of Switzer-
land.

Residential houses in Upper Ajara were built mainly
from spruce, in Lower Adjara - from chestnut trees.
For the settlement area the landslide-proof places were
mostly chosen, near forests. The houses, especially in
the mountainous area, are characterized by a harmoni-
ous

combination with nature, construction skills, typical
for this area, with a wooden frame, sharply pitched
roofing and an ascetic look. The exterior of the build-
ings

shows the phenomenal features of the landscape de-
picted in Georgian art - the dominance of the element
of the earth, the tectonic nature of the building, the
contrast of light and dark colors caused by the synthe-
sis of different materials, a kind of austerity and mini-
malist aesthetics of the facades. As a result of division
of residential complexes of Ajara according to the ver-
tical-zonal principle, several lanes can be distinguished
together with the Ajarian, Laz and Oda-house type
dwellings. Traditional types of economy and farming
influence the formation of the type of residence char-
acteristic of each lane. Farming in Ajara lowland, and
animal husbandry widespread in Ajara highland, lead
to different functional housing solutions.

05-Lobemo

Oda-house
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Loxggeo badgersdzoegdo (82)9bggo)
Village of Khabelashvilebi (Shuakhevi)

In the alpine and subalpine zone, one-story
and two-story wooden residential buildings
are common on the summer pastures, with
separately

arranged cow-shed or "yaili" (a one-story or
two-story house set up on summer pastures)
type with a cowshed in the lower stall. Con-
firmed

in the mountain zone (south-eastern zone,
Kobuleti highland Khino settlement) the so-
called "Ajarian-type" residential house is a
composite complex with residential and farm
buildings of various purposes combined in it:
khalkhami floor (stony cowshed), chamber
— akhori(stud), living part and attic floor for
winter

barn. A characteristic feature of the Ajarian
house is the vertical organization of the build-
ing

complex and the segmentation of the living
space with rooms located on two sides of the
corridor, with the following parts - the mas-
ter's house and the kitchen, a newly-wed
couple's room, a storage room for products
‘sardzie’, and a guest room with a distinguished
decoration.

LORIEO mqpoéogjﬁ)o (d75bg30)

Village of Oladauri (Shuakhevi )

In the second zone of Ajara housing, instead of akhori,
there is a cellar or an agricultural storage, which confirms
the dominance of the traditional branches of agriculture,
viticulture and winemaking. Residential houses in the
Keda-Khelvachauri area are of the Ajarian house type, al-
though they are built with mixed materials. In the same
area the so-called castle-houses are widespread,

with Ajarian house plan, which are characterized

by first-floor chambers built of stone and limestone with
fireplaces and sometimes with crenel-like arched win-
dows, opening to the valleys. The buildings are distin-
guished

by their location adapted to the landscape, different vol-
umes of facades, high construction culture, arrangement
of well-processed stone blocks, mastery of forms. The pe-
culiarity of the houses scattered on the mountain slope is
the inseparability with the space and enjoying the beau-
tiful views of the environment. From the interior of the
residential buildings, a panorama of the valleys opens.
The open verandas of residential houses are also an ex-
pression of the desire for space. In the same zone, white-
washed cellars (buildings intended for wine storage),
rock-cut and built presses (vessels for pressing grapes),
ceramic pitchers (clay vessels for storing

wine) confirm the centuries-old tradition of winemaking.
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boxggwo Bbadbyoo (byewgsbsr6o)
Village of Chkhutuneti (Khelvachauri)

In the third - coastal zone of Ajara, there is a widespread step-terrace structure of homestead relief, which reveals

the influence of the planning rules of homesteads in the regions of Western Georgia (Guria, Samegrelo, Imereti). This
type of residences is characterized by one-story and two-story “oda-houses” built with planks and mixed building materi-
als (wood, stone, brick), separation of decorative and agricultural courtyards, accentuation

of the front yard with decorative gates, exotic plants, flower beds, paths and arbor. In the homestead part of the complex,
there is a summer kitchen, a barn, a stall, a shed for firewood, a sty, hen-house, sheds for making alcohol, etc. The nature
of the construction and the convenient connection of residential and agricultural terraces

make the homestead complex a whole architectural organism.

In the same southwestern coast of Adjara, the Laz-type residential
houses ("Okhoi") were distinguished, which represented a one- or
two-story house with a lower floor built of stone, an open veranda, a
living room and a hearth on a clay floor, which was later replaced by
the main attribute of the hall - "Laz fireplace" with an enlarged shape
and a body taken outside.

Laz fireplace surrounded by a semicircular arch of hewn stone is not
characterized by the so-called shelf, eaves, which is an essential ele-
ment

of the fireplaces of the Colchian Oda-houses. The modified types of
Laz houses common in Ajara are visually distinguished by decoratively
decided "dolma" walls, which are obtained by incorporating stone
blocks, shards, bricks or other materials into the timber (post-and-
beam) system of wooden constructions.

The artistic appearance of such buildings is determined by the repre-
sentation

of the frame of horizontal, vertical and slant wooden piles, the color of
the stone. The type of Laz house was most characteristic of the village
of Sarpi inhabited by the Laz. However, modern two-story houses built
on the basis of earlier dwellings are widespread here today. It is note-
worthy that in the transitional regions of Upper Adjara, the so-called
residential houses with Laz-Ajarian tradition (Keda - villages Mak-
huntseti, Zundaga, Vayo, Chinkadzebi; Khelvachauri - villages Vake,
Skurdidi; Shuakhevi - Furtio, Oladauri, etc.), which are characterized

by a fagade solution with a timber frame and piles of stones.

@66:896¢wo ©)3mHo (Jowo)
Ornamental decor (Keda)

35



36

350360. bemgggo Bogmbgmo (bgengsBsmmo)
A Wine Cellar. Village of Chikuneti (Khelvachauri)

Compared to other parts of Western Georgia, the
residential buildings of Ajara are distinguished
by their minimalist

decoration. however, the interior

of the residential houses features the original
apron-shaped decoration of the ceiling - the
tradition of decorating the wall cupboards and
niches, window

sills ("surms"), door and window frames, bal-
conies, wooden columns, railings, roof cornice
("saraybagh") with carvings (A. Demetradze's
house in the Ethnographic Museum of Tbilisi).
Ornamental carvings confirmed in Ajarian hous-
es and wooden mosques, originally decorated
fireplace stones are generally considered to be
the works of the Laz masters. During the 19th
century and the beginning of the 20th century,
the Laz were considered to be the best builders

and the "ustas" (masters) of woodwork.

Baqmos. bmggao Foens (82)9bgg0)
A Barn. Village of Tchala (Shuakhevi)

The wooden houses, churches and mosques built by
them are still preserved

in different parts of Georgia (Imereti, Guria, Samegre-
lo, Meskheti). Ornaments, plants, zoomorphic motifs,
images of celestial luminaries made with relief and
openwork techniques applied to residential and reli-
gious buildings, household items present the ancient
mythological beliefs and ideas of Georgians about the
world. Sometimes

the sacred center of the houses - the fireplace shelf - is
decorated with inscriptions, flower-leaf motifs, tree
of life, sun, water, earth, mountain, gun, sword or
other conventional images, which, in addition to the
function of protection from evil forces, proves that
even during the period of the spread of Islam (XVII-
XIX cc) in Ajara, the sign-image system characteristic

of the artistic thinking of Georgians was preserved.
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An integral part of residential homestead complexes are
buildings with high architectural (carpentry) traditions
- akhori/boseli (cattle stall), sabdzeli (cattle

feed store),1 barn and nalia (cereal crops storage build-
ing), water mill, stone-built family oven, which origi-
nated from the soil of Ajara's harsh climatic conditions
and is specially designed for corn and fruit drying.
Nalia-maize storage is a building used for drying wheat,
millet, and later corn, with wooden poles supported by
wooden piers, two-story or double-roofed planked rec-
tangular storage, which is surrounded

by balconies on one, two, or rarely on all three and four
sides. Some models distinguished by graceful propor-
tions and craftsmanship are also discerned by decora-
tive embellishments. In order to provide a penetrating
ventilation,on the parallel sides of the planked walls,
there are narrow holes or open-work shutters. The ac-

cess to the nalia floor was possible with a ladder.

B659. bagewo BgEs Jujowgmo (bgewgsBsn®o)
A Bakery. Village of Zeda Kokoleti (Khelvachauri)

bogo. LoBgEo badYWBz0wYdO (BIsbgzoL)A
Bridge. Village of Khabelashvilebi (Shuakhevi)

The general picture of the
residential buildings of Ajara
brings out the diversity

of Georgian folk architecture
(carpentry), residential com-
plexes, traditions

coming from centuries

and local features characteris-
tic of the region

due to the geographical

area, which finds its main
manifestation in the nature
of attitude towards the land-
scape, functional purpose of
the building and artistic under-

standing.
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