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Preface

The Black Sea, located at the junction of Europe and Asia, with its convenient geo-
strategic location, has attracted the attention of political and trade-economic entities of
regional or world importance since ancient times. Various countries located in this vast
area, through the open transport and communication space of the Black Sea, have been
involved in world-historical processes since time immemorial.

Ancient sources, myths and legends clearly present the facts of the relationship
between ancient civilizations and people in the Black Sea area. Ancient Georgian
(Colchian, Iberian-Meskhetian, Svan) and ancient Greek (Crete-Minoan, Pelasgian),
ancient Greek and Hittite, Urartian and Assyrian worlds met and were mutually
influenced here, as well as the nomadic worlds of the northern Black Sea.

Even more distant regions took part in the processes of cultural meetings taking
place in the Black Sea area: representatives of the Pyrenees and Apennines, Egypt and
Palestine, Mediterranean and Iran, Central Asia, India and China, gloomy forests of the
north and hot deserts of the south met here. The "Great Silk Road" passed here and
connected the far regions of the world.

The Greek colonisation, which covered the entire Black Sea coast with its polises
and emporiums, helped bring the Greeks closer to different local populations. The
processes of integration of cultures accelerated, which gave rise to the Hellenistic era.

It is interesting to emphasize the events that developed in the Black Sea region
during the Roman period when the Greek civilization was gradually replaced by the
Roman political-cultural influence. Fundamental changes can be seen from the military
and trade-economic point of view. Maritime corporations were established, which
connected the important maritime cities of the Mediterranean with the centres of the
Black Sea. Compared to the period of Greek colonization, acculturation processes
accelerated even more in the Roman era.

It should also be pointed out that at different stages of the history of the ancient era,
the Black Sea mainly played a unifying role, not a disconnection. The process of intensive
economic and cultural contacts, which originates from the period of Greek colonization.
At that time, the qualitative transformation of the Black Sea region and the political-
economic integration of this vast region began under the pressure of the leading states.
The attempt to form the Black Sea coast into a single geopolitical unit was also relevant
in the next period, almost throughout the Late Antiquity period, when the entire region

was politically dominated by the Roman Empire.



After the Roman period, the processes of intercultural meetings, their coexistence
or mutual confrontation in the Black Sea area became even stronger and diversified.
German and Slavic, Arab and Seljuc Turks, Mongolian-Nogha, and Western European
large cultural-ethnic or political-economic flows entered the region and influenced the
existing situation. In addition to them, in relatively small doses, in the continuous process
of integration of the cultures of the Black Sea coast, the representatives of almost all parts
of the world made their share of changes. At the same time, the local ethnocultural
entities, formed over centuries, continued to exist and developed or transformed in
continuous relationships with the outside world.

The vast region of the Black Sea coast, from ancient times to the present day,
continues to exist as a meeting place for various civilizations. The peculiarities of the
North and the South, the West and the East met here and continuously interacted both
with each other and with the local world. It was a comprehensive and permanent process
caused by political, economic and cultural factors. This process determined the modern
appearance of the vast area of the Black Sea coast, the political, religious and cultural
reality that we have today. Any nuances in the region, starting with housing, clothing
and food, ending with worldview, language and anthropological features, are the result
of this process. This process is ongoing today and will continue in the future.

Due to its all-encompassing nature, the Black Sea region, with its complex political,
economic and cultural processes, has always been, is and will continue to be a subject of
interest from various political, economic, ethnic-confessional, cultural and professional
groups. Such a situation naturally put on the agenda the issue of holding a wide-ranging
international scientific event, which would at least partially provide an opportunity for
researchers from various fields working on the problems of the region to meet and
exchange ideas. This is how the idea of holding an interdisciplinary international
scientific conference - "The Black Sea at the Crossroads of Civilizations" - was born.

The first invitation of the emphasized international conference was held at Batumi
Shota Rustaveli State University with the co-organization of the Niko Berdzenishvili
Institute and the Research Center for the Study of Three Monotheistic Religions and
Canonical Law of the Constanta Ovidius University. The event was financially supported
by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports of the Autonomous Republic of Ajara.

More than 200 participants from 13 countries presented their recent research results
in the international scientific conference. The topics of the reports, depending on the
field of the conference, were quite diverse. From our point of view, researchers in various
fields will get to know the collection with interest and will find a lot of necessary and

productive information in it.
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The invitation to the interdisciplinary international scientific conference - "The
Black Sea at the Crossroads of Civilizations" - will continue in the future and this
initiative will become a good tradition in the scientific life of Batumi Shota Rustaveli
State University. It will promote mutual rapprochement of representatives of scientific

circles of different countries and intercultural dialogue.

Chief Editor

11



bs®Bggo / Contents

stgJgemenemyos / Archaeology

Osman Aytekin, Hasan Bugrul

A preliminary consideration on arhavi rock carvings losman aytekin 2 hasan bugrul
Rareg Bardu

Danube - Black Sea, Axis of Ancient Romanian Culture and Civilization
06069 3560s¢nmdodg / Irine Varshalomidze

905MmgL I-0b (d3.§.333-322 ) M59ds 30F36500©b

Drachm of Ariarates I (333-322 BC) from Pichvnari
J985¢m 0d45300%s0g / Kemal Ibrahimzade
03%s6 3sbodg / Emzar Kakhidze

3™boml 30bgBg sOGLYdIMEO sHJgMEMA0MMHO s faMowmdomo fjgstrmgdo

mbdsg® bsbsdo

Archaeological and Written Evidence on the Fort of Gonio in the Ottoman Period
Evelina A. Kravchenko
Sergii A. Gorbanenko

Traditions Of Growing, Storing and Processing Cereals of The Inhabitants

Of The Inkerman Valley in Crimea At The Turn Of The Bronze And Iron Ages
X3¢ doggensdg / Jemal Mikeladze

d3z9eqLo 39ao0mIHo EsLEHEIYOYIO Bo®sdm0sbo 5F5MH0IE

Ancient Megalithic Settlements from Ajarian Highland
39bodgM Jodsodg / Kakhaber Kamadadze
0500 dmfjgmdoeo / Tatuli Motskobili

b0 50IMhgB7d0 FMmbom-sx3LoMmMLOL (30b0sb (2020-2021 Fangdols

5 J9MEMy0M0 s 35¢0bmEmA0m®mO 333900l 990092900)

New Discoveries from Gonio-Apsarus Fort (Results of Archaeological and

Palynological Studies in 2020-2021)

obBmMos / History
650005 5d06Mgx0d0 / Natia Amirejibi
3530B030L30609m0L J394b5d0L OLEHMMOMEO S 3MWEGHWIOYO 3530060700
3995 1599 3B9xdT0: LooMMZI MBS S ©930M5060L Fogse0MO
Historical and Cultural Connections of the Black Sea Countries
In the Middle Ages: the Example of Georgia and Ukraine
065300 d56500dy / Irakli Baramidze
boombs oslisdodg / Khatuna Diasamidze
gy X0d5830¢o0 / Oleg Jibashvili
0O dM0FBgMNOL 30(39-3bLYYEOL BMYIMOZM FrMbobml 36mdYdO
35300 5 BombbmdOl dglobgd dsm+yddo (1840-1845)
Reports of the Great Britain’s Vice-Consul Frederico Guarracino
on the Trade and the Navigation in Batumi (1840-1845)
0bmEs 3gemmsdg / Izolda Beltadze
90659@Mds Mmool 03839Mm0sdo

Jews in the Ottoman Empire

12

23

37

44
44

53
53

67

83
83

93

94

106

107

115

116

130
131



3™gMHdo dmendzsdyg / Goderdzi Bolkvadze
LodEbol 5m059980L Bogzgliom 3meoE 039, 35§9439Mgwo
00309 3053M0LMZ0L JosOMNEOl 35mME03MLoLYsh Lagzwgliom
530193000900l IM3M3900L I3 Mdgdo (XVI.)

137

Ecclesiastical Policy of the of Samtskhe, Attempts to Gain Ecclesiastical Independence

from the Catholicos of Kartli for the High Priest of Matskvereli (XVI century)
056 gmymeodzowmo / Otar Gogolishvili
050930 ,,b50dgEM M53dBIGBIMO Fo30 BO30L s®IMUsgmmgo bsfowrdo®
XIX Loy zmbob 60-70-056 fengddo
Batumi "Safe Haven in the Eastern Part of the Black Sea" In the 60s and
70s of the XIX Century
0056 ©Modg / Otar Dolidze
1993 fieob 2-10 0g¢oliols 3Gdmergdo s83bsBgmol mddo
Battles of July 2-10, 1993 in the war of Abkhazia
Nicolae V. DURA
Scythia Minor (Dobruja) and the Acculturation Process of Its Inhabitants
(Natives, Temporary Conquerors and Nomads)
96396 oslssdodg / Enver Diasamidze
JoO Mo 9806305 s 1924 ol s6EHOLIdFMmMS 5x9bggds
Georgian Emigration and the Anti-Soviet Uprising of 1924
Helen Dyakova
Establishment Of Settlements In The Northern Region Of The Black Sea At The
Turn Of The Xviii-Xix Centuries
0056 0vMIsbodg / Otar Turmanidze
3boEsHBOEMBOL MEMYR60DE0gd0 FoM5d0 1917-1930 Fengddo
Youth Organizations in Ajara in 1917-1930
X05¢m 35605¢r0dg / Jemal Karalidze
3903000399600 30m3gLgd0 XVIII-XIX Bs)3969980L doxbsbg s 39335b00
Geopolitical Processes at the Turn of the XVIII-XIX Centuries and the Caucasus
500056 39b0dg / Amiran Kakhidze, 66 3sbodg / Nodar Kakhidze
60b dogrsydsdg / Roin Malakmadze
0501190 — 8530B30L30609g00L 339w gl Jogrod-baglisym@o s Jobo
HmEo H30b60L BEZomLbMdOLs s Bomlbmdol gobgomsmgdsdo
(Joagol osmligdol 2500 ferobmogol godm)
Batumi - the Oldest City-harbor of the Black Sea and its Role in the Development
of Seafaring and Sailing in the Region (due to the 2500th Anniversary of the
Founding of the City)
Stoica Lascu
Nicolae iorga — historian of the black sea in a regional Geopolitical context
0590M03m 93059300 / Tamriko Lekiashvili

9360™3790 3969630980l 50mEBs Jo@myan olEGMMOMYMIR0YE 330939030

5 LYEbIB BIMIMMZOL (DM0M5F300L) L5939 ML OLEH MO0
Bringing European Trends into Georgian Historiographic Studies and
“Georgian History” of Sulkhan Baratov (Baratashvili)

13

138

158

159

171

171

185

203

204

212

219
220

241

241

251

252

258

282

283



bmgom dsbsFs830eo / Sophio Makhatchashvili
XIX L. @sbsfigobols dsg30bmzoL3omgmo 9a3mm3garol 3gML3gdE030sb -
3. 6. 259056 dMABsMHE0 hsbsfgMgdol dobggom
Black Sea Coast from the European Perspective of the Early XIX Century —
according to the Travel Records of Jacques Franc¢ois Gamba
99650 9gamgmodzowo / Merab Megrelishvili
603m@rmD dgamgmodzowo / Nikoloz Megrelishvili
MH590-09OH 9ol 0bEHgMLGdO T53 BLZsBY odoBH™bgdolmzol s
050v990-310000 3MOEHYOOL LsdbgM™ IBOTEVEYdS
The Interests of Russia and Turkey to Dominate on the Black Sea and the
Military-strategic Purpose of the Batumi and Poti Harbours
Jodv30 3gymbodg / Tchabuka Metonidze
3530B030L30609m0L 302MbODIFOL BMYOIOPO M530L9dMHGds: dggero
3Mbgmols 3og90mo
Some Features of the Colonization of the Black Sea Coast: An example of Ancient
Kolkheti
356035 3830eqsdg / Marika Mshvildadze
39609L-09639M0L 37w EHO 50IMbE3Eg0 Fo30DM30L30MgmMOL EgMHOEHMMm0sBY
(I-IV b.)
The Cult of Hermes-Mercury in the East of the Black Sea Coast (I-IV centuries)
056 bozmemgodzowo / Otar Nikoleishvili
seqdlobMy 5639 odzomo HMgm-Lads@mzguml olEGMGoE
MBH0YONMOIMS Fglobgd
Aleksander Manvelishvili on the Historical Relations between Russia and Georgia
0Bs mgGm30600dg / Ucha Okropiridze
56599060™39 JoOmo gMmzbmero dmdmomds s bsdbMgo-slisgwgmo
L5JoMMNZIM J5MHIMEO 5MIRMO oGm0 3Mgbol dobgzom
Contemporary Georgian National Movement and Southwest Georgia According
to the Georgian Informal Press
J0009396 353@05830¢m0 / Ketevan Pavliashvili
Lo BJoBdoG03mMbgdol BoaMmsE0s dmmzs-Mmdobgmdo s MMLgmol
3M@MboBoGMOWO Bod@03d 85 3969mdo (XIX -0l 70-06 {ergdsdoy)
Russian Scizmatics in Moldova-Romania and Russian
Colonization Tactics in Baslkania (70-th Years of XIX-th Century)
056565 Lsbsdg /Manana Sanadze
39b@obg 3mGOoLeol IGRMOOL IMIMHOJOOL bo3ombobsmgzols
The Issue of Dating the Reign of King Vakhtang Gorgasali
@ged byGaemody / Lela Saralidze
36506530 LodoMm39eml ©JMIME0o Mg3wd030L EO3EMTsEH0IM0
9obool dmM3{gmdol olBMMmo0wsb (1918-1921 §f.)
From the History of the Diplomatic Mission of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia in Ukraine (1918-1921)

14

297

298

309

310

319

320

327
328

334

334

340

341

357

357

364

364

376

377



5300 bsGmsb0s / Davit Sartania, oo bogmesodgoeo / Dali Nikolaishvili
930560 Mo MM0odg / Avtandil Ujmajuridze, 9s0s 3ogg0dy / Maia Tsitsvidze
30020 S 35308300 / Giorgi Akhalkatsishvili
1574 5 1595 §engdol ,,3w90mx0LE60L 30¢s09m0l OO IZMMOL
39005690000 565 0BoLsM30L 389
For Comparative Analysis “the Grand Defter of Gurjistan Vilayet” in 1574 and 1595 390
35bsdgM Lmeavyasdg / Kakhaber Surguladze
300030 Fozs00s / Giorgi Tchigvaria
MOPOJONMS ,59M)300090MdOL 3030GHIBLS O bEOTdMEOL Jo®mgge
3900039, dmbsliBgML Mol 403
Relations between the “Independence Committee”and the Georgian Catholic
Monastery in Istanbul 404
00bs BBH3ecsdg / Elza Putkaradze
600b doesydodg / Roin Malakmadze
dm3s65 BB3oModg / Shushana Putkaradze
3MBLEGBE0B] mE0BsM105L 5OIFS5630 IMPBsMBMBdOL LOMYdOL 3603369 mds 413

The Importance of the Travel Diaries of Constantine Odisharia in Artaan 414
8ombs Jgdsdg / Madona Kebadze

9H0ms Lo N39w ™Mo hsdmbobegds 423

Yezidis Emigration to Georgia 423
9009396 JodgMody / Ketevan Kimeridze

06560 HgE0a0900L 2531965 JoMmne 3an@Abobm@mgdaty 432

The Influence of Iranian Religions on Georgian Worship 432

bsobs Jemgd®sdgzoeo / Khatuna Kokrashvili
G®5639335L0EOO Lobomlbm LolEgdol 3Mmgd@ol dglobgd

(3@9-19 L-0b 30-0960 Fargdo) 443
About the Project of the Transcaucasian Navigable System
(the 30s of the 19t century) 444

©mnE® F38dm6odg / Dodo Tchumburidze
Jo600w0 0LEGHMOOMYMB0oL oMM GHYbgb309d0 BogombscroBbdols
93074530 5 oLEGHMMOMEo 3docmOL 3MbEgB s 457
The Main Trends of Georgian Historiography in the Era of Nationalism
and the Concept of Historical Hero 458
89796 bm®sgs / Bezhan Khorava
RO 3m35x%0MHMBOL OLEHMOMO00b (BIMHJgBIOOL AoILEbEgds

®bIsegmol 039GO0l g3Mm3Me bofowdo XIX b. 60-056 {ergddo) 470

From the History of Muhajirism of the Circassians (Deportation of the Circassians to

the European Part of the Ottoman Empire in the 60s of the XIX Century) 471
00650006 % 5050300 / Tinatin Jabadari

36000 JoBm39w0 9803M9bEHJ00 s Fomo MZ5feo Loddmdermls fobsdy 483

Unknown Georgian Immigrants and Their Service to the Motherland 484

15



3mo@memyos / Politology

300M0 530Ms6sd30¢o / Giorgi Amiranashvili

936390 bobgadg3ervamgdm LsdsMmerolb »bogoioMgdmaro Fglgdol

©92930965 930 35380M0L 5659360 Fo30DL30L30Ms J399bgdol LdsMmaww by

Lagdo®nzgermbs s MMl ToddE0MO) 499

The Influence of the Unified Rules of the European Contract Legislation on the

Law of the non-EU Black Sea Countries (in the Example of Georgia and Turkey) 500
Marian Zidaru

The First Stage of The Russian Special Operation in Ukraine the Evaluation

Of The Balance of Power and Used_Tactics 510
Loy 3sGoeody / Salome Karalidze

Logdommggaml @gho@m®momw-bobgwdfoxnmgd®ogo dmfgmdol 3gmLdgdEogs 536

Perspective of Territorial-State Arrangement of Georgia 536
00650006 3mbBogs / Tinatin Kostava

™30 9936506580, OO LoGMHSAMMOLM MOHMOYMHNMDYIOL sboeno godmfigggs 548

War in Ukraine as A New Challenge of International Relations 548
Dr. Vakhtang Maisaia, Irina Putkaradze

Black Sea Security and Geopolitics in 21 Century: from Theory into Practice —

a “New Cold War” Scenario 557
06065 53B3o65dg / Indira Putkaradze

3530 B30l HMo s 3603369wmds dgmobomgols 569

The Role and Importance of the Black Sea for Turkey 569
Joog396 dmdosdgowo / Ketevan Shoshiashvili

3530 D030l MYa0mboll ™sbsdgtMm3zy gsdmfj393900 s LogsGmzgerm 580

Modern Challenges of the Black Sea Region and Georgia 581

906cm¢rma0s / Ethnology

09mbs 5desdg / Teona Abuladze
53560 8530D030L3069000L 3MmbEHMmgw dyMAgbms JMEEOHo 99330MgMdS 590
The Cultural Heritage of the Pontic Greeks of the Black Sea Coast of Ajara 590
3960 ©s093830¢00 / Merab Datuashvili
™b3sEOO (30300DE00L gogergbs bods@mzgerml bsdbmgmdo

23930390900 GHGM©0E00 bsdmbol BZmOmIoMmgdoL 3HMEgLYdBY 597
The Influence of Ottoman Civilization on the Formation of Traditional Clothes
in South Georgia 598

0530 ®dmscmod) / Tamila Lomtatidze
G69©0E05, HMyMO 3 9O™m36v9o 0IbEMdOL BoM3gMo MwEdgmols
Jo®mg9wgddo 606
Tradition as a Marker of National Identity of the Georgians living in Turkey 606
BBt 3gersdg / Nugzar Mgelaze
856069 gomey5dg / Marine Giorgadze
X3960 5 §95¢00 — B3 yMHo LoddMEMYdo Fs30BLZOL3OMYMOL

3mbGmgen d9Mdgbms Bomm-bowg@Egddo 617
Cross and Water - Sacred Symbols in the Myths and Stories of the
Ponto Greeks of the Black Sea 618

16



05956 dmligdgoero / Tamar Moseshvili
5B9MBd50x% 9690 (dMOBsw®U) s JsOmwo bgummbsgbmgo bogrobgdols
™M65396939d0b Ms30LgdMgdsbo
Features of the Ornaments of Azerbaijani (Borchalo) and Georgian
Handmade Carpets
3560 Lsgwmdasdg / Vano Salukvadze
Jo6OH ™39 3935% 0005 805803530 gd0 1M Jg00d0 S Bsno
96M3699-3990 GO0 H30000096G0B03530 (LsALMBOL 0ol BoGToTdSL
5 BoE0gsBaMOL 0Bl LB GdOL TogseomBy)
Descendants of Georgian Muhajirs in Turkey and Their National-cultural
Self-Identification (on the Example of the Villages of Charshamba of Ili in
Samsun and Ilce of Salifazar)
060bs MMgbgerodg / Irina Ugrekhelidze
FoOH0390ms LdMbO YEbMgEro 53EMMIOOL F530HM30L30MS MgaombTo
92 B59OMBdOL dMbgdgdLL s 9BHO0IdTdo
Georgian Clothing in the Memories and Etudes of Foreign Authors'
Travels in the Black Sea region
Boogms Bgangdsdg / Naila Chelebadze
K@ Bgengdsdg / Jelo Chelebadze
50dMbo3 0 9530B030L30MHJMNOL FMBObEgMBdOLS S BOMLBIOHMUY
MOP0IMONI0TsODJOOL LogoMbo 303m30M5E gL obg300 (135900,
§95m 5 QP00 Tglobgd*)
The Issue of the Interrelation between the Population of the Eastern Black Sea
Coast and the Biosphere according to Hippocrates ("About Air, Water and Places")
606m bs®Bosgs/Nino Kharchilava
90 - 3580696L Joeromer gmbmzMw@mmsdo
(390l ®50mbob gmbmyMsgomwmo dsboggdol dobgwpz00)
Taboo - Vashinersin Georgian Etnocultue
(Based on Ethnographic Materials Obtained in Gali District)

bmgomeomyos / Sociology
0065 0ggemsd30eo / Tina Ivelashvili
oo - ©9©s, Mmxsbo
Woman - Mother, Family
6y Bs® Bbsodg / Nugzar Chkhaidze
J- 30030 I3bM3MYV0, Moo 2obsmgdol IJmby sHoWASBM©IdOL
3w)d936H30L JoMHO0MOEO B0BIHYO0 S T J5FMHOL 2B
The Main Causes of Unemployment of Young People Living in
Batumi with Higher Education and Ways to Solve Them

9650009360969ds / Linguistics
099196 535¢00560 / Temur Avaliani
®bmIsL3 039, HMymM3 3560379e0MmgdolL Md0YIEO ©s dobo
90204IM-3010G03MM0 BoJBHMMJO0 (Bg9m 53560l SbNOM3MbodMwo
LMoL 850 DHY)
Onomastics as an Object of Manipulation and Its Religious-political Factors

17

629

629

641

641

656

657

675

676

689

690

701
702

713

714

725
725



Bat0%D sbgmgosbo / Nargiz Akhvlediani
6565 bmFmesgs-0s3535G0560 / Nana Khotcholava-Matchavarian
BoG®MGHM3Mmbodms BEHOMJGHOME-gdsbEogM@o sbsewobo
@ob3MINWAHNOOMY0NO LogOEydo — 1
Structural and Semantic Analysis of Phytonyms in Linguocultural Space — I
3OM0 sb3w90sbo / Tsiuri Akhvlediani
T 30MmMy0 gMBs6sdg / t Gyorgi Kufaradze
30639330 “3osbeo” BBy ©s 0baEw oM gbmdMog LsdysGmado
The Concept of "Fire" in the LinguisticWorld-Image of French and English
93 ©5@0560 / Eka Dadiani
“@” B0 Joo 6ol Gomw® oswgd@Hdo
The Sound of “®” in the Taoian Dialect of the Georgian Language
69®0dsb oemdsbo / Neriman Yilmaz
bomgge mobmsl (Tekkale) dogHm@GHm3mbodos
The Microtoponym of the Village Otkhta
356059 3md9M0dy / Marian Koberidze
FoOHMZ90 M0 530D030L30609000L 3030 0D30LMD 30bEHJuEHTo
™®096¢9obE®MS X LogMmsdmOmobm 3mbamglibyg (5egduebomg bobsbsdzowo)
Kartvelology in the Context of Black Sea Civilization at the X International
Congress of Orientalists (Alexandre Khakhanashvili)
656v9a0 Bmemsogero / Nanuli Nogaideli

3M33mBoE 900 53560 0sEgdEHol egdlozsdo
Composites in the Vocabulary of the Ajarian Dialect

@OGIMGHMMS s Bm3wmMo / Literature and Folklore
30 3g00bm8z0ero / Dali Betkhoshvili
33560 Lbs30mbo 005 F533535d0L BosBMg3zdo
The Issue of Ajara in the Opinion of Ilia Chavchavadze
Bo06Ms ¥g30930 / Naira Bepievi
L53YsOMUL bodyobbMBogd0sbo LoliEgds BoMgoMb s (3M3050090M b
The Three-Dimensional System of the World among the Narts and Tsartsiats
859435amd 530m5dg / Makvala Davitadze
3560396 m®0sl 899mJdggdol 3MMmdgds@ogzs
Problems in Parmen Loria's Creative Work
056565 05300306009 / Manana Tavdgiridze
35¢0mGH0BT0 s bHTIMDEIMY 55305bMdOL bggzs 5805 o@M8sbodols
d99mddggdsdo
Patriotism and the Sadness of the Motherland's Transience in Mamia Varshanidze's
Poetry
Bomos 39b3F0sd30ero / Natia Kentchiashvili

736
737

753

753

757
758

767

767

779

780

791
791

799
800

810
811

818

819

826

827

»003009 H9EHMOHO3ZoL  Lobgaddwgsbgeml LsgeMorm 53EMMOL bsgombobmgol 835
About the Issue of the Probable Author of the Textbook “A Brief Review of Rhetoric” 836

Bmégbs dsbsFodg / Shorena Makhatchadze
©W0MH03M0 5©0bIMGDS 3500AL (Fmors bmodol 3mgbools dobgwpz00)
A Lyrical Confession to Batumi (according to the Poetry of Shota Zoidze)

18

845
845



Bsogng dogdgersdg / Naile Mikeladze
3900033900056 ©538060530 BMY0gM00 LEIOMLOL FosBOIIOLSMZ0L sFsMI0L
FOIemOHdo 851
To Understand Some of the Issues Involved in the Incantations of Ajarian Folklore 851
5300560 bogmmgodgowo / Avtandil Nikoleishvili
2390gL5345OMLML YYOHPHOYHNMOOL 3GMMdgds 1917-1921 fargdol
Joeomer dfgMHenmdsdo 860
The Problem of Relations with the Outside World in Georgian Writing of 1917-1921 860
B30500 BYygdgarsdzomo / Zviad Tkeshelashvili

BOdWONMO 5MJ9EH03900 ,,§d0bs 893sbogol Fodgdsdo® 874

Biblical Archetypes in " The Martyrdom of Saint Shushanik" 875
6565 Joxs0s/ Nana kajaia

00009399600 B9gJuBHOL” 3mgE03o JNWEGHWIMSMS EOSWMPOL FHOETO 885

The Poetics of the "Batumi Text" in Terms of the Dialogue of Cultures 885

00bBs BB3ocsdg / Elza Putkaradze

3935405 9dGM>eodyg / Kakala Ebralidze
DM9d 4 0wsdol d900gdggdol Bma0gMmo LG MMmO 1s30LgdMMgds 894
Some Stylistic Features of Zurab Gorgiladze's Creative Work 894

399G Y6s, bgamgzbgds / Culture, Art
6565 dm®Fmemsdg / Nana Burtchuladze
L53HgOMdEGOOL Fy30e0 MBOLOWIL Tmo Bs)39699d0L JoO o
L593gboem Lo s6dMGOL OLEHMMOoOLmZ0L 903
Ubisi Church Items to the Hstory of Georgian Church Treasures of the Middle Ages 904
606 ggem3zsbo / Nino Gelovani
30do ,x9336mbobo 3mEH0mIz060“ — olGMOmOMwo dsbogglbBo MgzmErz00lL

dqLobgd 918

The Film "Armored Potemkin" is a Historical Manifesto about the Revolution 919
05m05 5300009 / Tatia Davitadze

3Mabo 99099 XXT b 329608 Mo G050 927

Colchian Medea in the Dramaturgy of the 21 Century 927

606 omemodg / Nino Dolidze
bsoybs oMbisggerody / Khatuna Darsavelidze

db9039™d000 0ol 3obmbgdo JoMmmmew GHMmeoEow bsdmlido 935

Visual Illusion Principles in Traditional Georgian Clothing 936
Vladyslav Kutateladze

Identity for National Design. Georgia 944

Bo®™ gsognedy / Nato Pailodze
39009396 gmaobmgo / Ketevan Goginovi
™mM659963 900560 5036900 - JMmsobol Labergdol bsddzgbolio 949
The Old Ornament - The Decoration of Balconies in Kutaisi 949
606¢m Bobewsdg / Nino Chikhladze
399mgd9obL "BsmBI0L " 93¢glool Imbo@Emdgdo s JsmOo

dboG3MM-0LEHMOOMEo 3mbEgdu@o 960
Mural Paintings of the Shemoqmedi “Zarzma” Church and Their Artistic-historical
Context 961

19



@s8s Bbs®Go830eo / Lasha Chkhartishvili
3530030L 57 Bol M99EMIOOL yodmfi393900.
3MGMIO0Ls s BODBbILOL 3390008 Me3z0LGdVYMHYOdO
Challenges of Black Sea Basin Theaters. Peculiarities of
Culture and Business Intersection

3505 303ogrgodzowo / Maia Chichileishvili
3sFobanols bgmdol bsgbmamgdgwo s Lsdgy®bgm boggdmdgdo
Residential and Agricultural Buildings of Machakheli Valley

69005 / Religion
Eduard GIURGI
Synodality As An Ecumenical Bridge Between The Catholic Church And The
Orthodox Church
Maximilian Pal

The Spiritual Doctrine of St. John Cassian: a Bridge between East and West
Lucian PAULET
Tradition and Traditions: from a Model of the Church to a Model of Society -
a Response to Challenges In the Black Sea Region
+ Teodosie Petrescu
Music and Religion. Several Historical Landmarks
Nechita Runcan
Church Life Scythia Minor in The First Six Centuries
Constantin Rus
Christianity Among Romanians in The Middle Ages
Florin Tudorescu
Saint Hierarch Calinic from Cernica (1787-1868)
A Worthy Successor of Saint Anthim the Iberian in the Episcopal See of Ramnic

LsBsGonsemo / Law
Daniel Grigore Filimon
Western Legal Culture and Its Impact on Medieval Romanian Law in Wallachia
between 1716 and 1820
Citilina Mititelu
The “Basilika” And Their Reception in The Romanian Principalities
Andrei Tinu

Certain Comparative Law Aspects of Citizenship Legislation in The Black Sea States

Cosmin-Ionut Tudor
The Sources of Written Law, Concerning the Church in Wallachnia,
In The Phanariot Era

93608035 / Economic
©5300 5bEmmsdg / David Andguladze
sbaeno 50693/l s s LodoMmngzgwm
New Silk Road and Georgia

20

977

978

989
989

1005

1018

1027

1047

1061

1073

1097

1106

1129

1145

1152

1176
1176



20990 303159300 / Giuli Giguashvili
025056 9535656533000 / Tamar Makasarashvili
05J0-08300oLO-4sMLOL M30603BoL 93mbMT03MMHO MHrEO sHIEO SBMYGIMTol
3bob 36mgdBdo 1189
The Economic Role of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway in the New Silk Road Project 1190
Teimuraz Davitashvili, Demuri Demetrashvili
Numerical Modeling Of The Transport Of Spilled Oil To The Georgian Coastal
Zone Of The Black Sea 1201
230MM0 053md00y / Giorgi Iakobidze
20MM0 BOEbgs6odyg / Giorgi Purtskhvanidze
Lo@MobLl3MmOGHM BoMHIoL 3HMEYd300L s IMILsbwyMgdol baGolbols

393351900L MJMOHOMEo Logwdzgeo 1210
Theoretical Basis for Evaluating the Quality of Products and Services
of a Transport Firm 1210

356065 Jmeosdg / Marina Kurdadze
00650006 35085760 / Tinatin Kaishauri
05 00M985dg / Ia Iremadze
316300 M3EGHMgdGHO™bMo bEHOHNIEMOHOL Loodgmmdols
MBOHO39ymBoLs s FgxsLgd0L Jgmmo 1223
A Method of Ensuring the Rliability and Comprehensive Evaluation
of a Functional Optoelectronic Structure 1223
bomnbs dsensddgMody / Khatuna Shalamberidze
6565 ¥9b0dg / Nana Benidze
X900 dofjsdg / Jambul Bitsadze
LodoMmggam, 8530 B30l Mgaombo s 3obsbLMmo 0bLEOEWEHIdOL
259m§3939%0 1232
Georgia, the Black Sea Region and the Challenges of Financial Institutions 1233

&wWHobdo / Tourism
3505 5050850583000 / Maia Azmaiparashvili
3L BIMHGOOL ©30MHOEJuMds MgA0MbrEo GHMMHoHIol dEAMswo
2396300006900l bolEgdsdo 1243
Advantages of Clusters in the System of Sustainable Development of
Regional Tourism 1244
33b&sby 30ds8s30dg / Vakhtang Mikashavidze
L5390 30bM GHHoBIo — J3994bol 93mbmTozol MO 2s630msMgdOL
3600936903560 J0doMr00Egds 1256
Medical Tourism — Important Direction of the Sustainable Development of

the Country’s Economy 1257
93Mem0s / Ecology
89650 d5G>mMdz0¢o / Merab Baratashvili
303969 G900bb3gds s s®LYOMO Fodmfi393900 1270
"Green Deal" and Existing Problems 1271

21



bmgom gméyoxsbodg / Sophio Gorgijanidze, dobgogr gogos / Mikheil Pipia
BoBodOMES dgawsG53d30eo / Nazibrola Beglarashvili
Boorgams 30dsbody / Natela Kobakhidze, gmBs 063050y / Gocha Jintcharadze
wobo gbogdzowo / Lizi Ezieshvili
153030 bEOJowOmo 3m3zwgbgdo (353900, COLOMZEMDY, JsOBdYJ0)
3F560bS O AHOOL MHga0mbgddo
Dangerous Natural Disasters (Avalanches, Heavy Snow, Snowstorm)
in Ajara and Guria Region
6565 ombmersdg / Nana Dondoladze
606 mbmsdg / Nino Dondoladze
BogmmdMHo Bobbgbol ymaotmol ddgbgdermdsdo gsdmygbgdes
3530D030L306900L 53MJLOMO oMM 30MMDdJOOLIETO FEYMIMBOL
5050900l dobbom
Use of Oil Waste Sulfur in Construction in order to Increase Resistance to the
Aggressive Environmental Conditions of the Black Sea Coast
1356 0965033000 / Levan Imnaishvili
35390 d9000690830¢00 / Maguli Bedineishvili
g0 mmEvys / Tea Todua

IoT Lobgds Lobifogarm sfgligdegdsdo domseo ¢9gbosbmdol fobsswdwgy

IoT System against High Humidity in Educational Institution
65005 3593530dg / Natia Kamkamidze
3530 B30l 930 M0 IEYMI>MIMIOL 3garg3s dsYIol, BMMOL
Q5 490930l 30MEHJd0L Fog50mBY
Study of the Ecological Condition of the Black Sea on the Example of Batumi,
Poti and Kulevi Harbors
Bm650 IgaMgm08d3z0eo / Zurab Megrelishvili,
395 goggosbo / Gela Kipiani, m®s9 os®Bodg / Guram Darchidze,
5300 Bbydosbo / David Chkhubiani
335600b 350505630l fgwol §gsmrmgdols 33arg3s
Study of Water Sources of Ajara Highlands
0053000 doggersdy / Irakli Mikeladze
D30L3065 5F5MH0L Bobmdo 3bmMdO IbMmMBEMMS
Familiar - Unknown Dendroflora of Seaside Ajara
Marika Tatishvili, Maia Meladze,
Giorgi Meladze, Ana Palavandishvili
Natural Hydrometeorological Events In Black Sea Regions Of Georgia
Victor Ciupind
Considerations Regarding Interoperability in Marine Pollution Disaster
Management

22

1277

1279

1290

1291

1296
1297

1306

1306

1316
1317

1330

1330

1345

1355



shdgmmmaon

Osman Aytekin!, Hasan Bugrul?
(Van, Turkey)

A PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION ON ARHAVI ROCK CARVINGS
1* OSMAN AYTEKIN 2** HASAN BUGRUL

Abstract: Arhavi is one of the districts of Artvin Province in the Eastern Black Sea Region.
Arhavi Rock Carvings (Petroglyphs) were detected and examined in 2017, and the research was
carried out with the permission of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Republic of Turkey.

Scientific studies conducted by the team under Osman Aytekin’s chairmanship in Artvin and
its environs since 1997 show that the Rock Carvings are unique for the region as there are no
similar ones in neighbouring areas.

Rock Paintings are located in the Demirkap: plateau settlement at an altitude of 2000 m,
belonging to Aril1 Village of Arhavi District which is accessible via a main road that provides access
to the plateau and continues towards Yusufeli plateaus, spread in a wide sloping valley. They
consist of single and multiple figures and motifs processed with light scraping technique on smooth
surfaces of numerous different sized blocks of stone, broken off from the bedrock over time.

The main characters of the figured paintings are deer and warriors on horses. The main
characters of the motifs are probably religious circular discs and compositions reminiscent of a
settlement.

In this study, is the researchers aim to share information the Arhavi Rock Carvings with
neighbouring scientific circles and to evaluate their contents and periods in the presence of visual

material consisting of known similar examples.

1. INTRODUCTION
Artvin Province is geographically located at the easternmost part of the Eastern
Black Sea Region. It borders Georgia; Arhavi, Hopa and Kemalpasa districts are on the

coast; the central district, Borcka, Murgul, Ardanug, Savsat and Yusufeli districts are

* This research was carried out with the permission of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Republic
of Turkey dated 18.04.2007 and numbered 94949537-161.01-E.78211 and with the financial support of
the Turkish Historical Society. The writers express they’re thanks to the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism for their permission, to the Turkish Historical Society for its financial contributions, to Dr.
Lecturer Member Turgay BEYAZ, Dr. Lecturer Y. Emre AYTEKIN, Ministry Representative Specialist
Erkan TUNC and the captain Fatih GULTEKIN. In the meantime, we would like to thank Suat FiL who
accompanied us in the fieldwork, and Seyfettin KARACA from Giirgenlik Village and Nuri-
Abdurrahman KIR brothers from Arili Village, who guided us in finding the research area, for their
hospitality.

1 Dr. Lecturer at Van Yuzuncu Yil University, Art Historian, Van-Turkiye.

2 Assoc. Prof. Dr. at Van Yuzuncu Yil University, Art Historian, Van-Turkiye.
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located in the inland-terrestrial part. It was heavily inhabited in the Middle Ages and
socio-cultural activities increased (Aytekin, 1999:7) or intensified at a later period. There
is no clear information about the Ancient Ages in the historical records about this area
(Koroglu, 1997: 369-395), which is on the ancient migration routes (Kirzioglu, 1946;
Bilgin, 2002). Migrations, settlement areas (Tellioglu, 2005:1-10; Strabon, 2009; Arrianus,
2005), ancient artifacts/finds are very limited (K6kten, 1944: 659-680) and they have not
been encountered so far (Aytekin- Bugrul, 2018: 219-225).
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Drawing 1: The Map of Artvin Province and Districts

However, considering the location, trade and migration routes of ancient settle-
ments around Kars and Erzurum, which are close to the region (Ceylan, 2002: 425-429;
Ceylan & Ozgiil, 2018: 625-632), it is an expected outcome that there used to be ancient
settlements in Artvin and its immediate surroundings. Depending on the distribution and
density of the first Turkish settlements (Ceylan, 2015: 9-52) in most parts of the region
surrounding Artvin, it is expected that there used to be old Turkish settlements in this
geography. However, findings and information on subjects such as socio-cultural mo-
bility, commercial activities, diversity and social development in the Ancient Period in
Artvin and its surroundings, have not been adequate until recently; no finds, related to
ancient settlements, have been encountered.

A short time ago, while examining information/data encountered by chance,
important findings that will make a leap in our ancient knowledge were reached. Rock
paintings and cave inscriptions, which prove that there has been a settlement since an-

cient times, have been found in the region. On this finding, preliminary research was
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carried out with limited opportunities, and steps were taken to carry out detailed
research; however, due to recent socio-economic developments in our country, an
opportunity to conduct adequate research has not been available. Thanks to the project
submitted to TUBITAK at the end of 2019, it has become possible to examine the findings
in a multifaceted and scientific context by a team of experts in the field.

It is undeniable that the petroglyphs are very important findings for the region.
These cultural assets, which have the potential to reveal the key structure of the region
in terms of culture and history, must be identified and studies as soon as possible. It is of
great importance that such documents are researched, examined, documented, compared
with different societies or cultures (Bednarik, 1998: 411-418; Aykan, 2016: 74), defined
and registered with official institutions without wasting time. In the case of being late in
making/having these transactions, there is risk of: 1) Intentional destruction by malicious
people, 2) Unintentional harm by humans or animals, 3) Decomposition, or corrosion
under atmospheric and climatic conditions.

2. FINDINGS OF THE FIELD

Rock Carvings (Petroglyphs) are located in Artvin province, Arhavi district, Arili
village (Papilat), 207 blocks, 1 parcel, in Demirkap1 locality, spread over a wide area used
as a plateau. Due to the unfavorable weather conditions, it was necessary to visit the area

in question twice in 2017.

- GURCISTAN
{ATHM\— . -, S

} ARDAHAN

ARDAHAN

-
ERZURUM

Drawing 2: Eastern Black Sea Tourism Master Plan (From Al Jazeera)
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The rock carvings at an altitude of about 2500 m were carved on the smooth surfaces
of the stones that broke away from the main rocks over time and spread in a wide valley.
Access to here is provided by the route belonging to the Green Road Project, which is

approximately 45 km from Arhavi. The rock carvings in question are also found in the

plateau, where a few highland houses are located, just above this road.

Photograph 2: Field Study in 2017
Apparently that the rock carvings were applied to the pieces of rock that had
previously broken off from the bedrock, and nearly 50 rock paintings were found by the
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researchers scattered throughout the valley. This number could be higher if more
detailed studies are carried out.

The rock paintings were carved in relief on the surfaces of stones of the same type
but of different sizes. It is seen that the rock paintings were processed in the same techni-
que. In addition to repeating motifs, it is observed that very different ornamental ele-

ments are included. Especially hunter scenes and tamgas / marks appear as a composition.

’

Example 1: Sun disc and warriors on horseback, Arhavi-Artvin (Osman Aytekin).

‘B B 0. &ytekr - ¥ E. Astekr /2013

- - ChslBar - Y E Apln 2010

Example 2: Comb motif and a horse, Arhavi-Artvin (Osman Aytekin).
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Example 3: Deer, a hunter and an unidentified mark (tamga), Arhavi-Artvin (Osman
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Example 4: Comb motif, horses, deer, warriors and some other unidentified marks

(tamga), Arhavi-Artvin (Osman Aytekin).
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Example 7: Sun discs, warriors, deer, fish, rivers and some other wild animals, Arhavi-
Artvin (Osman Aytekin).
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Example 9: Rock carvings found by Prof. Dr. Alpaslan CEYLAN around Erzurum
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-

Example 11: Altayli.net, Accessed: 10.12.2019 (Sun wheel with 8 sections, symbol of 4
directions which is accepted as the center of the sky and the constellation revolving

around and the pole star, mark of the Tengri of Turks).
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Example 13: Figures of deer, Saymali Tas, Kyrgyzstan (Hasan Bugrul)
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3. PETROGLYPHS IN GEORGIA

Petroglyphs can be seen in a large geography including Georgia among Asian
countries. The photographs seen in Tsalka mainly include the figures of the animals such
as deer, human, horses, bull and snake which are thought to date to Mesolithic Period
and late Bronze Age. (Izoria and Kldiashvili, 2021:111) mention that the petroglyphs in
Georgia called “Trialeti Petroglyphs” are in the Southern Georgia, Tsalka district of the
Kvemo Kartli region, village of Gantiadi and they underline that according to the
typological characteristics of the lithics they date back to the Mesolithic period, as well

as the early and late Bronze Age.”

5 ;3‘2,, ,6 ‘ : '.Iﬁ’ 7 3
Example 14: View of the rocky massif of Trialeti petroglyphs (Izoria and Kldiashvili,
2021:112).
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Example 15: Deer, Mesolithic Age, Trialet

!

(By Izoria and Kldiashvili, 2021:112).

Turk > Oguz Boylari

(Tirkmen, Yoruk, Tahtaci, Manav, Alevi, Siinni, Kizilbas - hepi'si dahil)

b\"

Example 16: Figures of animals, Trialet
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Figure 1: aygunhoca.com/ tarih-konular, Accessed: 10.12.2019
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4. EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION

After comparative evaluations, we have tried to produce an original idea about
which period and to whom these rock carvings may belong. Even though Oktay Hacioglu
had an amateurish appearance in the press in 2014 before us, we find it early to express
our own opinion at this stage. However, it is indisputable that these are concrete
documents in the dating of a different period related to the historical past of Artvin. We
can infer the following upon examining the evidence we have found:

e It isseen that the Petroglyphs, which are located within the borders of different
states in the Asian continent, contain similar motifs.

e It is clear that these rock carvings are a reflection of the beliefs of their time.

e The rock carvings in question; stands out with hunting scenes that support
nomadic life, and it is observed that they also include tamgas / marks of different tribes.

e The most important problem in the Arhavi Petroglyphs, which we have iden-
tified, is the dating problem. We believe that the chronologies suggested by ancient
researchers in similar studies need more effective bases (Demir, 2009: 5-19; Ozgiil, 2015:
169-198; Ozgiil, 2016: 371-390).

e For this reason, besides the similarities of the motifs and application techniques,
our research on the spread of this culture, the phenomenon of early and lateness, and its
ethnic structures, will be the subject of our subsequent studies.

In conclusion, since we are only at the beginning of this assessment, we believe that
it would not be realistic to make a claim at this stage. However, since such rock paintings
in different regions were rounded down to Paleolithic periods by previous researchers,
the drawbacks of linking each of them to the same ethnic structure, namely Turkish
tribes, may arise. However, if a good dating can be done, we have a suggestion that more
consistent results can be obtained by making use of the historical geography of the period.
Nevertheless, although it is taken into account that hunting scenes can be made by all
people of the same period, marks stand as a separate determining factor in their own
right. In this case, comb motifs, geometric shapes and sun disk seen in Arhavi petroglyphs
do escape our attention that they contain very close resemblances to the marks / tamgas
in Example 8, Example 9 and Figure 1. We hope that the scientific data we will continue
to gather will support us to conclude that all what belong to Turks and date back to
ancient times. However, in order to reach a definite conclusion and enlighten their
originality, we need to do some more searches on petroglyphs in neighboring countries

such as Georgia.
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Rares Bardu?

(Constanta, Romania)

DANUBE - BLACK SEA, AXIS OF ANCIENT ROMANIAN CULTURE
AND CIVILIZATION

Abstract: The land between the Danube and the sea, today called Dobrogea and in antiquity
Scythia Minor, is for the area where the Romanian people was formed and developed a fascinating
topos from an ethnographic, cultural and religious point of view, a perpetual space of confluences and
syntheses, which generated a civilization with particular valences first in the Hellenistic one then in
the Greco-Roman one, later in the Byzantine and Ottoman one, followed by the one of modern and
contemporary Romania. At the same time, this place has been a broad bridge between our ancestors
and universal civilization. On this bridge, our forerunners received and assimilated its values, but they
also enriched it with elements that have reverberations so far

Key words: Romanian Ethnogenesis, Cristianity, Scythian monk, Western Church, Universal
Civilization,

* % *

Archaeological discoveries push the beginning of human settlements in the lands
between the Black Sea and the Danube to the late Neolithic between the seventh and second
millennia BC. One of the most remarkable artifacts of this era is the statuary group The
Thinker and the Standing Woman. It was discovered in 1956, in the area of Cernavoda, on
Sofia Hill, by a group of archaeologists led by Dumitru Berciu Cerna, and it belongs to the
Neolithic culture Hamangia?. A masterpiece of primitive art, The Thinker is considered to
be the oldest prehistoric sculpture, with the theme of introspective meditation, being created
at a time when man's artistic concerns
were motivated by hunting and fertility®.
Due to this fact, he became an emblema-
tic figure of prehistoric art, being exhi-
bited today in the National Museum of
History in Bucharest.

The thinker rests his head on his
hands, his elbows on his knees. Being
extremely stylized and with an extraor-
dinary refinement and modernism, the
statues do not reveal information about

1 PhD Student, Ovidius University of Constanta

2 Hamangia culture is a Neolithic culture from the IV-II millennium BC, which was named after the
old village Hamangia in Istria, Dobrogea, today Baia village, Tulcea county.

3 https://complexhamangia.ro/despre/
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the age or social status of the Thinker and his wife. In turn, the woman is sitting directly on
the ground, both hands being supported on one leg.

After 1990, the Hamangia Thinker was included by UNESCO on the list of the 10
artifacts in the world that should never disappear.

The first historical data about the inhabitants of the land between the Danube and the
sea appear with the Hellenistic colonization of the shores of Pontus Euxinus (Pontos Euxinos
- the inhospitable sea), which the Greeks called so because of the harsh climate compared to
that of native Greece. Thus, Herodotus, the father of history, mentioned, in the fifth century
BC., that he has information about the Getae*, which he called “the bravest and most
righteous of the Thracians"®, from the Greeks of Hellespont and Pontus. He also states that
they were part of the great Thracian race, who is outnumbered only by the Indians, and was
of the opinion that if they had had a single ruler or if their rulers had agreed among
themselves, no one could have defeated them®.

Greek settlers call this land Mwpd Zxvbia (Little Scythia), to differentiate it from
Eurasian Scythia. This name is first recorded in Strabo's Geography somewhere between the
years 20 BC. and the year 23 AD. The Greek trading colonies could not exist without having
connections and trade with the native population, but also with the regions where those who
had founded them came from. Numerous archaeological discoveries prove this. Among them
are countless amphorae of various types, many of them marked with stamps of cities and
islands throughout the Hellenistic Mediterranean area, but also from other Pontic colonies.
On those discovered in Tomis-Constanta we find brands of merchants and workshops from
Thassos, Pontic Heracle, Sinope, Rhodes, Cnidus, Cos, Tauric Kherson, Tharos, Acanthos’.
In these amphorae, products of the Mediterranean lands such as olive oil, refined wines,
aromatic resins, glass objects, precious metals, weapons and tools made of bronze, later of
iron and various fabrics were brought to Pontus. From Scythia Minor, such objects enter the
area inhabited by the Geto Dacians, being met by archaeologists in all their great settlements
and fortresses. From the ports of Scythia Minor, grain, salt, honey, products from animal
husbandry or hunting, slaves and others left for the Mediterranean shores?.

Trade facilitated cultural exchanges. The Dacians begin to follow the Greek model and
to take from them technologies regarding the processing of ceramics, such as the potter's

* The Thracians in the Carpatho-Dadubian-Pontic area were called Getae by the Greeks and Dacians by
the Romans.

5 Herodotus, Histories, IV-XCV.

6 Thidem.

71.. Buzoianu, Amphoric imports to Tomis in the Hellenistic period, in Pontica XXV, 1992, p. 100.

8 Polybius IV, 38,4 (200-118 BC) is the first to state that "as far as those necessary for life are concerned,
the Pontic lands give us cattle and slaves, in very large numbers and of a quality confessed as excellent
by all. Among the luxury items we buy plenty of honey, wax and salted fish. In return, they receive oil
and all kinds of wines from the abundance of our regions. With wheat we exchange each other.
Sometimes, if needed, they give us, sometimes they take from us.
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wheel, and metals®, which makes them soon step from the Stone and Bronze Age to that of
Iron. The currency as a means of exchange is also taken from the Greeks. Tetradrachms with
the image of Philip 1l and later Roman denar comes to be imitated and produced by
themselves.

On the spiritual level, influences of major importance are also transmitted. According
to the Histories of Herodotus, Zamolxis, who was to be called God of the Dacians, was
originally a disciple of the wise Pythagoras, an outstanding figure of Greek antiquity. He
implanted the belief in the immortality of the soul in the hearts of the Getae - "their belief is
that they do not die, but the one who perishes goes to Zalmoxis - their divinity (daimon) -
whom some believe to be the same as Gebeleizis (1V, IVCX)". Other historians have reported
that he was a slave of Pythagoras, living in Greece and then returning to Thrace. In turn,
Strabo, great geographer and historian of antiquity, said: "It is said that a Getae named
Zamolxis was the slave of Pythagoras and that he would have learned from him some
astronomical knowledge, and another part would have learned from the Egyptians, because
his wanderings would have taken him there"°, According to the historian I. H. Crisan, the
Greeks were struck by the similarity between Pythagoras and Zamolxis and that is why they
created the legend regarding the slavery of Zamolxis, which the historian Herodotus
transmitted, but without believing it.

A testimony that attests a real symbiosis between the Greeks and the Aboriginal
population of the Geto-Dacians also comes from the poet Ovidius, the famous exile from
Tomis in the first half of the first century AD, who said most of the houses belong to them
(the Getae), and that although they are mixed with the Greeks "the shore belongs more to the
untamed Getae!!".

As far as it is known today, the Dacians did not write, having, like many ancient
peoples, an oral culture. The refusal of writing by a population as numerous as the Thraco-
Dacians, bordering the Greek and Roman worlds, has very likely religious reasons. During
the Romanization period, however, writing begins to be used, along with elementary
education, by the Dacians from the urban area and even from the rural one. 12

Thus, and due to the Hellenistic influences, whose main point of irradiation was for our
ancestors Scythia Minor, in the second half of the | century BC and until the beginning of
the second century AD, the Geto-Dacian people reach the peak of their affirmation,
becoming a fearsome opponent for the Romans. This fact, but also the resources of the land
it inhabited, attracts the hostility of Rome, and eventually its conquest, following the wars of
101-102 and 105-106 AD. The land of Scythia Minor had come under Roman rule sine 46

¥ Techniques such as the potter's wheel and the processing of iron are also taken over by the Celts.

0 Herodotus in Histories IV-XCVI "incidentally, reckoning that this Zamolxis lived long before
Pythagoras Whether Zamolxis was but a man, or that he was [indeed] some god from the parts of Getae,
I leave him well”.

1 L. Buzoianu, M. Barbulescu, Tomis, historical and archaeological commentary, Constanta, 2012, p.
40.

2a. Brancus, Introduction to the History of Romanian Language, Bucharest, 2005, p. 10.
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BC, after having been temporarily ruled in the previous centuries, especially in terms of
important settlements, like the Greek colonies on the seashore, by the Persians and
Macedonians.

The notoriety and admiration enjoyed by the Dacians of those times, even in the eyes
of their conquerors, is also demonstrated by the fact that in today's Rome, along with the
well-known Trajan's Column, erected in honor of the victory in Dacia, monumental Dacian
statues with figures that render a great but resigned dignity, are found not only in the great
museums, but also in public places, throughout the city.

As in other lands under their rule, and in Dacia, the Romans imposed an intense
program of romanization, which very quickly reached its goal, the Aurelian retreat from 272
to 275 leaving a romanized population in the north of the Danube. This fact was also possible
because the Geto-Dacians from Scythia Minor and the Thraco-Dacians from the right of the
Danube, who were now in the Roman provinces of Moessia Inferior, Moessia Superior and
lliricum, had been in the process of Romanization for over a hundred years, while they
continued to have connections with their countrymen on the left bank of the Danube.

The Roman conquest and romanization of the Geto-Dacians coincided with one of the
most important moments of history, namely the emergence and spread of the Christian faith.
This coincidence led in the space between the Carpathians, the Danube and the sea to a
unique phenomenon, namely the formation of a Christian people through its ethnogenesis
itself. Elements of the Northern Danube Geto-Dacian religion, such as the belief in the
immortality of the soul, and in a unique god, greatly facilitated the dissemination and
acceptance of the teachings of Christ the

Savior. The new faith reaches the Geto-Dacians in several ways, but the most important
is that bridge that they had towards the civilization of the Mediterranean basin, namely, the
land between the Danube and the sea.

According to tradition, theologians and historians, the Holy Apostle Andrew was the
first preacher of the Gospel to the Geto-Dacians. In his Church History, Eusebius of Caesarea
(+ 339/340) stated that: "The Holy Apostles of the Savior, as well as their disciples, were
scattered throughout the world inhabited at that time. According to tradition, Thomas had
the fate to go to Parthia, Andrew to Scythia, John to Asia”3 The Gothic calendar (IV
century) and the Western historical martyrologies (VIII-IX century) also support the
hypothesis of St. Andrew's mission in Scythia. The tradition that the Holy Apostle Andrew
preached at the Scythians was also resumed by church writers. For example, the monk
Epiphany (VIII century), in The Life of Saint Andrew the Apostle, stated that among the
peoples evangelized by him were the Scythians. The Sinaxar of the Constantinopolitan
Church mentions that Andrew "preached in Pontus, Thrace and Scythia"!4. According to
another source, preserved in the same Sinaxar, Saint Andrew would be ordained as bishop,
at Odyssos or Odessos (today's Varna), his disciple Amplias, whom the Orthodox Church

13 Eusebius of Caesarea, The history of the church, III-1.
14 M. Picurariu, The history of The Romanian Orthodox Church, Bucharest 1992, p. 64.
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celebrates every year on the 30th of October. It is probably Amplias, the one mentioned by
Saint Paul the Apostle in the epistle to the Romans (16, 8). The presence of carols, legends,
customs from Dobrogea, dedicated to St. Andrew, as well as of some toponyms, such as the
St. Andrew's Creek, are other elements that strengthen the belief that he proclaimed the
Gospel of Christ in our country.

The Word of God, preached in Scythia Minor by the first called apostle and his
disciples, through the benefits that he brought here, makes these places become, for the wider
space inhabited by the Daco-Romans, a veritable Terram Apostolicam.

The famous Dacians who had impressed both the Greeks and the Roman conquerors,
and then the Daco-Romans or the Proto-Romanians who lived in these lands, called by the
Greek colonists Mikpd Xxvbio (the little Scythia), and after the Roman conquest and
administrative reform of Diocletian (284-303), Scythia Minor, had here a place where, at the
shelter of so cold pax romana, they could demonstrate a creative potential, which gave to the
European civilization, in the first Christian millennium, personalities that marked it deeply.
Among these, the best known are those whom the sources of the papal and byzantine
chancelleries call "Scythian monks", that is, the famous theologians and philosophers from
the time of Dionysius Exiguus (the humble one) (about 460-545) such as John Maxentiu,
Leontiu of Byzantium, Peter the Deacon and others. The appellation "Scythian monks",
however, has a much greater coverage in which we can include other ascetics of the monastic
life in Scythia Minor, such as the great hierarchs of Tomis, defenders of orthodoxy, such as
Teotim (390-407 ), the one educated in the "monastics philosophy". His ascetic life, as well
as the purity of his soul, were admired by contemporaries, and even by the fierce Huns, who,
impressed by the miracles he performed, called him "the God of the Romans". In addition to
him, we can join dozens, perhaps even hundreds of martyrs and confessors of the right faith,
who with their blood have literally sanctified the land between the Danube and the Sea,
among whom two other bishops of Tomis, Titus and Ephraim, and still many others.

Another Scythian monk (Daco-Roman), St. John Cassian, (360/365 - 435), is
considered to be "the first great creator of theological and moral thought in our parts"!®.
Through his work On the Incarnation, Casian made known in the West both the Orthodox
Christology of the East and the ethereal creed of heretics such as the Ebionites, Sabelians,
Aryans, Eunomians, Macedonians, Photinians and Apolinarists. At the same time, he made
known the heresy of the Pelagians to the Rebellious, and indirectly the doctrine about grace
of Blessed Augustine. He is also considered one of the founders of Western monasticism.

Among the most important contributions that the holy land of Scythia Minor brings to
the Christian culture of Europe, however, remains that of Dionysius Exiguus, a Scythian
monk who will work in Rome along the pontificate of at least 10 popes*®. To him, the whole
world today owes Christian chronology , and the Western Church the foundation of its legal-

15 Ibidem, p-152.
16 N. V. Durd, Dion ysius Exiguul and the Popes of Rome, in Biserica Ortodoxd Roméand, CXXI (2003),
nr. 7-12, p. 459-468.
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canonical edifice, namely the first canonical collection widely accepted and remained in
history under the name of Collectio Dionysiana.

This collection of canons, and other similar productions that include or are based on it,
can be found throughout the first Christian millennium all over the Western area, such as
Italy, Spain or the British Isles. In its version called Dionysio-Hadriana, this collection was
handed over to Carol the Great (Charlemagne), king of the Franks in 774 by Pope Adrian |
(772-795) and declared at the assembly in Aachen, in 802, the official canonical code of the
French church, being widespread and used in all regions of the Carolingian Empire!’.

Regarding the beginning of the Christian era, Dionysius is the one who proposes the
numbering of the years "From the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not from the
emperor Diocletian, as until then, so that the beginning of our hope may be known to all and
so that the cause of the redemption of the human race, that is, the Passion of our Savior Jesus
Christ, may appear clearer”*8, This revolutionary idea arises in the context of his paschal
calculus preoccupations caused by the differences that had already appeared between the
Western and Eastern churches regarding the celebration of Easter. For this purpose, he wrote
in two works: Book on the Holy Easter and Easter Arguments, which include data on paschal
and the rules of its justification, specifications for establishing the date of Easter, the
elements of the calendar and paschal calculation, etc. Dionysius' proposal was received in
Rome in 527.

About the humble ancestral monk, Casiodor, the secretary of the Ostrogothic king of
Italy, Theodoric the Great offered in his work Institutiones a laudatory characterization, of
great beauty and sensitivity: "In our time lived also the monk Dionysius of Scythian origin,
but totally Roman in the way of life, very learned in both languages and he let it be seen in
his deeds the justice about which he read in the Books of the Lord'®". He also called him
"perfect Catholic, unwaveringly attached to ancient ordinances?".

The ones listed above are just a few elements due to which we can conclude that the
4th and 6th centuries of late antiquity are, for the for awer ancestors between the Danube and
the sea, a real golden age of their affirmation at the level of the Christian civilization of
Europe. Unfortunately, the waves of warrior migratory populations from the deeps of the
Asian steppes largely deserted the thriving economic and spiritual life of Scythia Minor.
However, the seed sown here by the Holy Apostle Andrew, which brought so many results
for a while, continued to perpetuate itself in the troubled ages of the dawn of the medieval
period, waiting for more favorable times.

17 M. Sot, Aix-la-Chapelle au miroir de Constantinople, in Les villes capitales au Moyen Age, Publication
de la Sorbognne 2005, p. 224 (https://books.openedition.org/psorbonne/33343)

18 1. Coman, The contribution of the patristic writers from Scythia Minor-Dobrogea to the patrimony
of Christian ecumenism in the 4th, 6th century, in Orthodoxy, XX (1968), nr. 1, p. 14.

19 Cassiodor, Institutiones, bilingual edition, trans. Vichi E. Ciocani, Iasi, 2015, p. 133.

20 The meaning is "orthodox" Before the great schism, the church bearing the title of Catholic - uni-
versal and Orthodox - as right-glorifying

42



shdgmmmaon

Later, in the late Byzantine period, Patriarch Calist | of Constantinople, at the insistence
of Nicolae Alexandru Basarab of Wallachia, ordered in May 1359, that the perihoret of
Vicina (the supervising bishop of the edges ) to become the spiritual shepherd of all the
Romanians in Dobrogea and Wallachia?*. Thus, the land between the Danube and the sea
offers, in the middle of the fourteenth century, through the hierarch lachint de Vicina (an old
Dobrogean settlement mentioned in documents but not yet identified), the first metropolitan
of an early medieval Romanian state, named in the old chronicles Ungro-Vlahia, becoming
S0 a true alma mater of the orthodox church of the Romanians.

Today's inhabitants of the land between the Danube and the sea carry in their collective
memory the consciousness of the former greatness of the land on which they live due to the
density of material testimonies of the old life. Wherever we look in the Dobrogea of our
times, the places are dotted with the traces of the old inhabitants. Necks of amphorae are
often found by ordinary people right around houses, in the gardens of their households or
during agricultural work. There were not a few cases when real hoards came to light from
the plow. Ancient tumuli, the ruins of the old walls and the traces of the old human made
earth waves, from the Roman and Byzantine periods are a common presence in the Dobrogea
landscape. In the ancient cities, foundations of basilicas and crypts with holy relics are being
revealed today. All these tell those who know how to listen to, perhaps the most beautiful,
but also the least known pages in the history of the Romanian people.

21 M. Picurariu, The history ..., p.236.
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Drachm of Ariarates I (333-322 BC) from Pichvnari

Abstract: Aim of this work is to describe the silver coin, found during the Georgia-
British archaeological expedition in 2007, from 227th Helinistic grave, to determine the
country, city, years of emission and meteorogical parameters, to obtain paralell material,
reporting reasoning and maps of coin circulation in the research area. As a result of the

conducted research, it was determined that the coin is a drachma minted in the city of

1 obGMO00L EMIGHMOO0, dsMBol Jnms HMs3gwol Labgwdfoxm »MbogzgMlo@g@ol bozm dye-
9603300l 0bLEHOGHWEHOL MRGMLO 3936096-056580GM3gero / PhD in History Senior researcher
of Niko Berdzenishvili Institute of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
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Gaziura in the name of King Ariarathes I (333-322 BC) of the Kingdom of Cappadocia.
Drachmas minted in different cities of Cappadocia entered Georgia in large quantities
and were the main means of circulation in Roman times. There are coins minted in the
name of the kings of Cappadocia in the Hellenistic period as well, but only a few units,
mainly from western Georgia. The discovery of a coin minted in Pichvnari with the name
of Ariarates I is of great importance, since it is the earliest Cappadocian coin discovered
in our country - the circulation of money minted in the city of Gaziura of the Kingdom
of Cappadocia was recorded for the first time not only in the research area, but
throughout Georgia as well. If we look over the material of the Hellenistic period of
Pichvnari, we will see that the ceramic material of the city of Sinope is dominating - we
have the same situation in the numismatic monuments. It is entirely possible that the
drachma I of Ariarates appeared in Pichvnari through Sinopian products.

Key words: Cappadocia, Drachma, Ariarathes I, Fichenuri, Gaziura
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565999 965Dy 5M03MMLOL Lbgwos sfamowo (ERKILETLIOGLU, 2019:123).

9w060LEHMMO HBOL 3505MZ0MEMO FMmbgEgdo LodsOmzgwrmdo sdmBgboeros:
396d0sM0sMom VI (dg. §. 130-116 §f.) — 1; sGostso VII (dg. §. 116-101 §F.) — 1;
56056Msm IX (dg. §. 101-87 f.) — 2; sM0omdsdaby I (3. §f. 96-63 §f.) — 3 (oMb,
WwmOHmdoxgsbody, 1977:133-137); 50505630 (35b30L Mo0mbo) sG0sMs0 IV-ob (d3. §.
220-163) -1 (©b+ys, 1993:93); d3bgms80sm0mdsedsbg I-0b (dg. §. 96-63 §1§).) cotsdds
- 1 (Ayngya, 1987:145). 50 39600m©do 39560590 dmFMHowo dmby@gdol dodmdgzel
56 3dmbgs 0b@gbloMo boliosmo. sb. §. II-1I1 bomzmbggddo, 3mwbgmol Lodmbg@m
30M3MWS30530 F905GHMbYIMMO 5EYOE0 93935 JGUM0E dMbgEHIdL, MMIgEms
90dmPabols BHM3maMox300 LoJoMMN39MT0 BoGMMMs. 36MOOE0s 3gLsM0Eo dmbg-
3900L ©59¢9600g g96d0: gmOHBeol (MBamenko, 1931:2-32), bsds3g3oL ('onetko,
1964:68) s 930 (b, 1979:5-6). 39605 580Ls 3gLoMoro dmby@gdo bodmzgboo
3Mbomdo (3568sermdody, 2009:52-53), gobolido®do (0bsodgowo, 1993:104), «ég3d0,
LYBLSFO (EBEYS, 1997:118), brmdowrsdggdo (s0Msdodgowo, 1987:274-287.), 35600
(515, wmOmndoysbody, 1977:127), Lgxogmado (Bs3swsmos, 1944: 217-259; vb-
99, 1979:5-6.), H9dgersdo (Tpamm, 1971: 207-211; Boporos, IOmmusn, 1973: 171-191;
Bopomos, IOmun, 1979: 181-198), bUmbwyddo (Tpamm, 1971:280-429; Illam6Ga, 1993:57-
74), 303306330 (©wbvys, 1975:280-418; comtmdogebody, 1991:98-105).

090LsmM30L, HMI 350YOBMM HBOIMIMYLOL IMbYEOL B0F3656T0 QsdMm3Wg-
6ol JoBgbgdo s 3H9d0, o630bowmm Bs33wg30 dggwol dg. §. V -IV Lormzmbggdols
033 G0 6M80BToE03w9MH0 Tobogns.

Jogood Jobozob gengd@®aol LEGGHIMYdO - 3 3owo: 1952 gl Lemgge 530 33-
65680 99mbgg300 508MmBBES IgmMy 3030l 30wbm®mo dmby@gdol ysbdo, Hmdwols
3905009950350 9605 93. §. 500-460 Fargdom IMIMH0MgdYEo Jobozob biGsdgho,
2995639000 Joemdgemod boggl asdmbobmemgdoom s Bmeybg boFgmEo 335060~
Gom. 1968 gl 80336500l s6OHJgmemaom®o as0mbMgdol Mmb, dgMdbmmo bo-
0560mmMm3zbol Ne15 Lsdsmbdo 03mzggly Jobogzmemo dmbg@s GHMOoEMbolL godmlisbwyengdoo.
LEGHSGHIM0 MM0©EYds d3. . V bomzmbols I babgzdol olabdeyeom. 1967 §guols 0ds-
39 L5FoMM356%Bg, Ne6 LsdsGbTdo d033w g 0dbs JoBozmMmo LGsdgMo bodgs 3ol
299mbsbMEgd0m. ImbgE)d MsMH0M©Yds d3. §. 460/430 fargdoo (ITaxomos, 1954:38-39,
N°1898; 39bodg, 1961:7; 30body, 1974: 79-86; Kaxunze, 1974 : 88-89).
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Lobm3MMo EMsddgdo: 1967 ol 530336500l 5EMYsbEH03MNMHO bobols Lods®rm-
396%9 9gdmbggzom 03mgzql d3. §. VI-V Lor34969980L Lobm3mMo madds (GHodo:
©9xnobo — quadratum incusum). 1983 §gb, dgMA96 Fmobogrdgbgms 3. §. V Lovy-
3mbol LssMmMzs6%Dg s0dmMAbs dg. §. 500-453 §f). osmsmowgdmo Lobm3w®mo
©M54ds (3sbodg, 1961:121, 3sbodg 1974:79-86, Kaxmupze, 1974:88-92, o0sdgz0¢o,
1983:54-55).

1900-056 §ergddo domwydol dosdmgddo swdmBgboeos dg. §. IV bowmzmbol 1
65b930000 DMWY 4 Modds (dyHmya, 1987:33-35).

1948 ol 303365630 Lo3oMmB0@sdm 65339000l sdw)dsgzgdol ML s0dmBbos
3963beol dmby@gdol gsbdo fmboom 6-8 39. JoLo JoMOMOEO bsfoo o056 Es.
3F960b Labgerdfogm dmBgmddo 149 dmbg@os 3G, Lade®mzgwml 39 Hgwddo
= 9. 2505MBgboo bsfowwosb 110 Lobm3Mmo EGMsgdss, Gmdgwog d3. §. 360-320
Pgdom ®sm00©gds; ©sbsMBgbo 30 Fgmey BHo30L 3MWHMMO BHMHOMIMEGI0S.
296dob dgEbogeyamds Iglfogesd ©e93mb3M9ES Bolo B30l Mmestowo — dg. §.
350-345 Y. (T'omenxo, 1961 ,98-112)

3Boem0mo LobM3MMO Msddgdo (M5BT sgMo), b3gsslbgs Fgwls
359030065 530336560l 56HJgmema0mMHo 2smbMgdol Mmb (358530dg, 3sbody,
1977:35-37; 35853009, 35b0dg, 1978:51-56; 35853009, 1983:43-47; 30b0dg, 1961:116-124)
5 99800b393000 35009956 sbeErml LemBge 49bm0sdo (356Tsemdody, 1996:28-29).

1967 9ol 803365630, 396dbmo Lods®mgbol Ne5 Lsds®bdo, s¢0dmBbs d3. §.
475-450 §c0gd0m ©I0m50H0Mgdwo 3553039390Mmbol 396 Eberol dmbg@e (dmdgro —
©9xobo; Bmeyo — quadratum incusum).

1968 (gl 303365Mm0L dgMAbM Lsdsermzbols Ne8 Lsdsmbdo 50dmBbos od-
13900630 ImFMHOWO OMOMEO0, MMM d3. §. V Lormzmbol 356513690
09Mmmbg0m (31930 —60IgL 1530l godmlisbwyengds; Bwtgo — quadratum incusum-
4o 3m053L9dMEo 35HoL gMfjo, gmmdbol d@g3boms s BmmEgdom) (3sbody,
1961:121, 30body, 1974:79-86, Kaxuzze, 1974:88-92)

33033656030, 1998 §gwl, d3. . V b-ob 0960dgb Imsbsgrdnbgms Lsds®mzs6%g, sv-
9mBbs 396¢3)03539Mbols s3membosdo d3. §. 460-450 §if). dmFGowmo 396 Ebeols dmbg-
&9, J- 9mEmbool 3gMbarols 3. §j. 413-403 f). s0smo®gdwo 2 Imbg@s (3sbody,
05030000,1999:22-23).

2004 §9eob, go3zbs®8oggs dgdmbggzom badmgbo Lo®szbdo dmIGoro dg. §.
IV Lomzmbol sbsfgolboo @oma@omgdnmo L3owgbdol dmbgds (BHodo: 3gas-
Lo/s0gbs 30006 I HIMIEA0) (350Tsemdody, 2005:128).

d3. §. V-1V b 39969900UL LadbMgom-@sliagugo bodsGmgganmbs sdmbg@em dodmd-
3930L 33¢930Bsm3z0L 3603369 M3z560 Toloenss OGO bsMo@GHmb sbgwgosbol
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Lobgarmdol 3mBgmddo (8 dmby@s): LoMszmBo (Logows) - 3 9MmgEo, ds0 FnMOL
ombolig I-ob (d3. §. 406-367,) - 2, ombolyg II-ob (dg. §. 367-357 {f.) - 1; s3obm
(Jognado 8o30 B3z0L LsdbMgo Lsbsdo®mMmBy), dg. §. 400-350 §f. — 1 mbg@e; mgdg (Jo-
5Jo ¥9m3H0500), d3. §. 363-338 §f. — 1; 953900mb00L Lodgnm:- Bowody ds39mbgaro
(33. §. 359-336 §f5.) - 2 3mbgBo; 0Er0Mm0s, Gombo (dg. §. 350 §.), bLsdogMdbgmo - 1
935983560 (35M3ogrmdody, dbgensdy, 2021:20-23).

5035655, OMI JesliogmMLs @S 9MJJrobolEMM 3gMomedo 10336530 ©s
L59OMOM, 5F5MOL Lobs3oMHM BMEoL B dgMOBIMdIdo EMIoboMmydl Lobm3wy-
60 ©M5Jd900. LsxgodMgdgEos, MMI FoBoWGmsGo dmFMowo Msdds 30F3bsMdo
LOBM3NH 3OrMEYJ305LMB GO F8M30s. 50 50TMBYBI OO F60TZ6gEMdS
9603905, ©5aob 5o TbmEmE B0F365030, M09 LodoMM39mdo 30MH3JMO©
2900306y 53 LsdmbgBm 39bGH®do dmIMowro boggslg. sbg3g quss Yzgamsby
5QMYMO 35050M30OH0 IMbgBs, B3 B396L J3994sbsdos spdmbgbogo.
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J905q 0dM5308Bsqg / Kemal Ibrahimzade!
(560Hosb0, g0 / Ardahan Turkey)

99%s6® 3sbodg / Emzar Kakhidze?

(83002930, bogstrorggerem / Batumi Georgia)

8M60ML B0bABI dOLIOGIT0 dOHIIMMBNIGN
65IG0Mo0000 6406HMA60 MLAIIG bobdAN

IBBAGSFHO: HBsr9er @5 SOHIPOYEHONH bsbsFo sglsGMbs frm@gdryero gmbomb

30bg mb3serg6ds 1547 fgerl 0s0039L. s0 ohmosb 300009 1878 femsd®g 30bgdo 0sb0bsGors
39060BMbo 0gs, bsbsd gmbom s Jogero sFsts Ggligool 0d39Hool 8905396 crmdsdo st

d93000s.

30592¢m302xm0 goob® 980l 9985 30bOL AIHP0AMH05YH F033e97Ier0s 3H950039-
a0 bspsmdolb gsdmbspzsgo wdgero, dmdogdaammo Fomgarobs s Reosbbol dgbsbodbsgzo
bod~dg80, dogrgdo, FH59980 ©s Bodogbgoo, s®39BIwemmdol ©gBHsergdo, 63060l 0s(smo
(3¢90 0L H030L 05s(3M0, BoMHM3980, MMROL BHSZoIPA0), 86535¢n3m030560 Tgbmdob
6500980, 8969000, 58562 [45¢08565398000 @S 3000 8306 fycrIemo Jobgbo0o).

d959000, 50 H030L 439esbg 3G gm0 F30b 653 gbmds sFstrs80. Hagool s gob GogH
39965 X9 x g 0000 2936B0s. XS, deagner bsbgddo 89h 90056 ©s 35300698 yero bbgs-
@obbgs @m329096H0 s@IMBE@s YD 9000L bBserex s6o39080. gb bsdygdo, dokooms-
@@, 9903530 06Rm®m8s30sl s bbgscosltbgs [ergddo 8md«ydsgg 3gmbembserol 0sbs8gbm-
398b9 ©sb0d3b3Ls 5 5090 5b5B XYM 9gBOL Tgbobgd.

Us335602 bodgagdo: mbdscngdo, agmboe, Bodbgdo, 95900, 3sbsdm xgerem

Archaeological and Written Evidence on the Fort of Gonio
in the Ottoman Period
Abstract: The Ottomans took away Gonio, the Roman/Byzantine fort of Apsarus,
close to Batumi in 1547. Since this time Janissary garrison was stationed at the fort until
1878, when Gonio and all of Ajara became part of Russian Empire.
The kiln for firing ceramic ware, magnificent specimens of glazed pottery and

faience, pipes, lighters, details of harness, iron weapons (a halberd-type weapon, shots, a

1 obGm®oolb 5350900600 MmIGHMMO, 50960l MBoggMloGIGOL sbmE0MIdIMEO 3OHMEBIL™OO /
PhD in History, Associate Professor at Ardahan University

2 0l BHMOHo0L 5350780MH0 EMIGHMG0, d50)Fol Bmms HMLME39w ol Lobgwdfogm MboggMlodg-
3oL SbmEoMgdMwo 3Omggbem®o / PhD in History, Associate Professor at Batumi Shota Rustaveli
State University
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fragment of a big gun), remains of a many-towered building, a mosque, the bath with
water-supply and stone-paved streets are dated to the Ottoman period.

A mosque is the earliest stone construction of this type in Ajara. It is still not known
when and by whom this mosque was built. However, in recent times, various documents
related to the mosque were found in the Ottoman Archives in Turkey. The documents
mostly contain information about the appointment and salaries of the servants who
worked in various years in the mosque located within the fort during the Ottoman
period.

Key words: Ottomans, Gonio, Pipes, Mosque, Salaries

x * *

991535¢00: SBLIOMLOL/53588LOLOL 30bg, HBMIGEOE XIO — HMIsgEms, 3999y
30 006G 0gwms 3b0d369wm3569L0 LoyMgbo 3MbJGo ogm LodbeMgm-s0dmlisg-
@0 9530H030L30Mm9md0 (0b. Adge0dz0w0, bobum@Esodzowo, 1964: 59-96; comG ;-
Jogsbodg, dodgrsdg, bobwy@Eoodgowo, 1980; Gregory, 1997: 28-29; 3sbodg, bobvy-
50030¢m0, 2004; Kakhidze, 2007; 2008; Karasiewicz-Szczypiorski, Kakhidze, 2015:
179-198; Karasiewicz-Szczypiorski, Mamuladze, 2015: 63-76; Jaworski, Karasiewicz-
Szczypiorski, Mamuladze, 2021: 289-306), XI -0l 998am3MOmoboge ysemgddo
5096 943b30090s. Lo MboME GHMBFMOTo300 9MHM05B0 JsMrmeo Labgerdfogml
39909930l 989 Mbws sfYgdroym, HmEaLsg d0BsbEH0gEgdo 0dvmgdY)-
@0 gobbgh ©s9MIMM 15305600 3mBo(30900 M1Ya0Mbol 860d369wM356 bafordo.
O3 BBL, XIV -6, HmEgLsg 30639ws 458mBbs gl Bm3mbodo, 30by GHEo-
39060l 0339600 LaBL3MYdTo Imgd3s (f3.0b. JodEsdy, 3sbody, 2009; Mamy-
nanze, Kaxumgse, 2008).

XV-XVI Bb 53565 05 356930, 8500 dmerols, Gro 00gdds bs, gmbom(s Lodbg-Los-
505305 Q5 1MoL LdMogMML IMMOL O30l Logsbo oym (3sbdE o doaGo@ombo,
1973: 589,12,16, 590,21, 591,7, 676,7-8, 678,2, 689,7, 690,5, 792,14, 793,4, 814,14,23,25,
820,15, 852,11), Goms3, Lodmermm, mlidagngmds obsMygdms s gb Logm®EGHogo-
3960™ 653998m0d5 530l LsdbgOMH™ 3 IMTS® 5J30s. MO JMEro Lss®Jogm M-
3096@gd0L dobggom ds03¢ 99399 B5TsL G300l — FMBEBHOGBS Goddl, GHM30-
Bmbob Lobyx sgolb 259298md0L O™l (1545-1549 §f)) ymboml gobg Logmdzwosbs
39539009L o 25585369L (Aydin, 1998: 258). Lbgsms GmMob;, 585b b gmErolbdmd-
9L 35bmdEoLS s BYMHO 9aboEdz0wol 3bmMmdgdo 1547 . amboml mlidserms Jog
53900 GgLobgd (35bdE0 dogMoGombo, 1973: 814; dgM0 gabo@oedzoeo, 1959). 1550
G330DMbol Lobyxoydgads, FMLEIRS B5TsT, dmsfym 9.5, 3mboml WsdJOHMdS, Grnd-
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@0l 9999 0935 B30MHOEMBOL dol IGWMIYEMdsdo dgmBo TsFsberols 30by,
00LEs30 Y399 IOIMYOM MDY (30bgLD MM MLTSEIM FMOZ3MLIGEEOL
bgdo s0dmBbs (ob. 858035d9, 2002: 110).

XVIL b 30639 bsbgzomdo 8mm3sfg 0@oswogeds dobombg®mds g 3sbEgeds
©53303™35 3Mboml 30bols slEMsmgds, HMAol Jobsfiamosb 3393w mdm, Hma
9d ©OEO M5MEIbMdOom 04oIOMPS “VbrEroms s bmOEom LoEM©Lgo JoMmmgg-
@300, 55355900 s bb3.” (g 3oVE IO, 1976: 171, L. 442). »o30L “Gmgbommmdol
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TRADITIONS OF GROWING, STORING AND PROCESSING CEREALS
OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE INKERMAN VALLEY IN CRIMEA AT
THE TURN OF THE BRONZE AND IRON AGES

Abstract. The agriculture of the tribes that inhabited Crimea during the Bronze Age did not
play a predominant role in economy, but in the early complexes of Uch-Bash (South-Western
Crimea) the situation is opposite. The tribe that inhabited the Inkerman Valley at the turn of the
Bronze and Iron Ages (12—7% centuries BC) not only knew agriculture, but also used agronomy
skills in growing cereals. Among their crops are dicotyledonous, monocotyledonous and naked
wheat, barley, millet and rye. A few seeds of cultivated grapes also come from the Uch-Bash
complexes, treks of peas also be mentioned among the results of the ceramic analysis.

Key words: Late Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, agriculture, Crimea, Uch-Bash.

E I

Previous research and analyses. The presence of developed agriculture, starting from
the early horizons of Uch-Bash (Fig. 1, 2), testifies in favor of the availability of soils
suitable for growing demanding conditions (such as wheat) of cultivated cereals as one
of the main factors in choosing a site for founding a settlement?. A deep knowledge of
cultivation or domestication of wild plants is also suggested by the finds of seeds of

cultivated grapes in the early horizon*.

1 PhD, Senior research fellow, Institute of Archaeology of NAS of Ukraine, department of Early Iron
Age archaeology, head of Inkerman expedition, head of project of research of Inkerman valley

2 PhD, Senior research fellow, Institute of Archaeology of NAS of Ukraine, department of Early
Slavonian archaeology, specialist of archaeobotany.

3 The areas with loamy soils without rubble located near the settlement may hypothetically indicate
their anthropogenic change. The specificity of soil formation in this part of the Crimea determines the
obligatory and significant content of soils with crushed stone (Hrunty, 1967). Therefore, its absence
may be associated with forced harvesting for growing cereals. However, it is not possible to establish at
what time this work could have been done.

4+ A.M. Snodgras, trying to answer the question of changes in the social organization of the Greek
population between the Mycenaean and classical periods, raised the question of a detailed study of
agriculture. Giving data on the mainly meat diet of the Mycenaean settlements, the appearance of a
significant cereal component at the beginning of Greek history, with many questions related to the
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Archaeobotanical material from this settlement comes from research of the first half
of the 1950s, headed by S.F. Strzheletsky (Strzheletskiy 1952, 1953). At that time, several
thousand grains were obtained by sifting from the pits and buildings of Uch-Bash, which
were determined by specialists of the Nikitsky Botanical Garden. The results of the
determinations are provided in the field report, and the grains themselves are transferred
for preservation to the Nikitsky Botanical Garden (Table 1).

Results of recent excavations and archaeobotanical spectrum. Material. During our
research in 2006—2013 (Kravchenko 2010, 2013, Kravchenko et al. 2011, 2012, Savelia,
Kravchenko 2006, 2007, 2008, Savelia et al. 2009), no grains were found in the Uch-Bash
complexes, probably because excavations were carried out in other parts of the sett-
lement. Therefore, we analysed the ceramics of Uch-Bash (collection of excavation 1950
and recent finds) to identify the imprints of grains on its surface and paste. This method
proved to be correct, giving not only the palaecoethnobotanical (archaeobotanical)
spectrum, but also correlated with the results presented in the field reports on the
excavations of Uch-Bash by S.F. Strzheletsky (see Table 1).

It should be emphasized that such a large number of cereals has not been detected
in other synchronous settlements of the Northern Black Sea coast.

All collections from the excavations of S.F. Strzheletsky 1952—1953, O.Ya. Savelia
& E.A. Kravchenko 2006—2009; E.A. Kravchenko 2010—2013 (National Preserve of
Tauric Chersonesos, koll. # 35971-36028, 36293-36359, 37510, 37519, 37542, 37559,
37576, 37593, 37615, Scientific archive of the Institute of Archaeology of NAS of
Ukraine, koll. # 1571, 1572, 1575) were under analyzing. Materials of 2011 were
reviewed prior to their selection for further storage. In addition, materials from the
settlement of Sakharna Golovka (collections of 1944 excavated by O.K. Takhtay, excava-
tions by S.F.Strzheletsky in 1952, National Preserve of Tauric Chersonesos,
koll. # 36194-36210) were reviewed. A total of 148 imprints of grains and seeds of
cultivated and weed plants were identified (Table 2), 144 of which belong to cultivated
one, four — to weeds. Membranes of barley were found on pottery from horizons I and
IV; a spikelet of two-grain wheat was from horizon II. On one small fragment of ceramics
made of lifting material, 8 impressions of barley were found and counted as 1 case. Mass
imprints of millet on the bottoms of the pots were not taken into account as representing
a statistical error (for details, see: Horbanenko, 2011, 2014).

transition period, the researcher nevertheless puts at the heart of the changes (Snodgrass, 1971, p. 378—
380).
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In addition, 4 imprints of weeds were found: horizon I — 2 imprints of Bromus sp.,
horizon III — imprint of wild oats (?), horizon V — imprint of Bromus sp.

Two-grain wheat among the impressions on ceramics from Uch-Bash was found in
the largest number (37 units). Its average dimensions, mm: width (B) — 3.26, length
(L) — 6.04; index of length to width ratio (I/B) — 1.85. Also, 2 prints of einkorn wheat
were found. From the Sakharna Golovka, 4 out of 12 prints are determin as two-graine
wheat (also, the maximum number).

Naked wheats occupy the last place among the imprints of purposefully grown
cereal grains (12 cases). Its average dimensions, mm: B — 3.47, L — 6.04; L/B — 1.59.
Also 1 imprint is known in the Sakharna Golovka.

Wheat from preliminary determinations of materials from the excavations of
S.F. Strzheletsky is not identified to species.

Barley among the imprints takes the second place (31 cases). Its average dimensions,
mm: B—3.48, L —7.61; L/B— 2.2. Also, 1 imprint of naked barley was found. On the
Sakharna Golovka it is represented with 3 imprints. Barley not identified to the species
is known from preliminary determinations of materials from the excavations of
S.F. Strzheletsky.

Millet is represented a slightly smaller than barley (29 cases). It has a rounded
somewhat elongated shape of millet in membranes, or a rounded shape of millet (cleaned
from membranes) with a dropped germ. The average dimensions are 2.07 x 2.7 mm. On
the Sakharna Golovka it is represented by three imprints (as well as barley). Among the
materials from the excavations of S.F. Strzheletsky millet was not found, perhaps due to
its small size.

Rye is represented by a significant number of imprints (20 cases). Its characteristic
dimensions, mm: B — 2.63, L — 7.61; L/B — 2.89. Also, one print was found on ceramics
from the Sakharna Golovka. Among the materials from the excavations of S.F. Strzhe-
lecki rye (or wheat; questionable — see Table 1) was determined only in one case.

Among the imprints of other grown cultivated plants there are imprints of legumes:
peas (10 cases) with a diameter of up to 6.83 mm, as well as vetch (1), all cases from Uch-
Bash ceramics. Among the preliminary determinations of materials from the excavations
of S.F. Strzheletsky, there is a mention of peas and beans without indicating the place of
discovery.

Industrial crops are represented by one hemp imprint from our recent excavations.

From the analyzed materials, there are also imprints of weeds: brome (not identi-
fiable to the species, three cases) and, possibly, wild oats. S.F. Strzheletsky mentioned a

sample of weeds in a matchbox among the burnt materials from the excavations.
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Paleoethnobotanical spectrum (PBS — see Kravchenko, Pashkevich, 1985) in the
form of ratios of grain crops by quantity (PBSQ) >, as an intermediate "mechanism" for
interpretations, presented in Table 3.

Some remarks on interpretation. PBS calculations for further interpretations were
carried out taking into account the difference of grains by mass (PBSM). The smallest
grain — millet — was taken as the basic unit of measurement. The calculation was carried
out with indexing: 1 grain of a cultivated plant = n grains of millet: millet — 1, flake
barley — 5.5, durum wheat — 6.2, soft wheat — 5.7, rye — 4.8 (see Horbanenko, 2014).
Recalculation gives the following results (table 4).

For horizon IV, the most important cultivated grain crop was durum (dicotilenium)
wheat (almost half of the spectrum); after it, accounting for a little less than 1/3, there is
the membrane barley; others (in descending order): rye, millet, whole grain wheat —
accounted for less than 1/10 share each. In fact, the absolute majority of PBSM with a
significant advantage are proven, "reliable" cereal crops (durum (dicotilenium) wheat and
membrane barley); more demanding and high-yielding ones (whole grain wheat and rye)
are represented by an insignificant mass, but, apparently, they were still part of the crops.

Horizon V presents a slightly different picture. In this PBSM, the indicators of
membrane barley are in the first place (1/3 share); an important place is occupied by
durum (two-graine) wheat (1/4), the mass of rye approaches its indicators; indicators of
whole-grain wheat are quite insignificant (from 1/8 share), but there is no doubt about
their purposeful cultivation. Low indicators of millet complete the spectrum.

PBSM of both compared horizons have similar and specific features. Similar (close)
indicators include shares of millet and membrane barley (discrepancies less than 4%).
Obviously, it can be stated that the needs for which the cultivation of these cereals was
aimed (for example, membrane barley - partly for animal fattening) did not change
significantly. A different picture is presented by changes in the fractions of durum (two-
graine) wheat, durum (whole-grain) wheat, and rye. The sum of both given PBSM is
approximately the same (about 60%). However, the relationship between them has
changed radically. Two-graine wheat has lost its primary importance and in the PBSM
of the V horizon, although it is the leader in the mentioned trio, it accounts for only 1/4
of the share. The difference between the lost positions of durum (two-graine) wheat was

occupied by the indicators of rye, which increased (a little less than 1/4 in horizon V

> Here and further in this article, we do not touch on questions about technical crops, grapes and fruits
of harvesting, because they go beyond the scope of this article.
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compared to a low indicator of up to 1/10 of horizon IV), as well as whole-grain wheat
(which increased up to three times).

Based on the analysis of palaeoethnobotanical data, it can be said that agriculture
was an important part of providing the ancient inhabitants of the Uch-Bash settlement
with food. Findings of weeds indicate the long-term use of plots of land for crops. The
presence in the palaeoethnobotanical spectrum of a significant share of barley, in addi-
tion to the traditionality of its cultivation, may also indicate its use for animal fattening.
The increase in the share of rye in horizon V (24 half of 8 — 1% half of 7" cent. BC) in
comparison with the previous horizon IV (9* — mid of 8 cent. BC) can be characterized
in the same way. In addition, the growing role of rye alongside durum wheat against the
background of the decline of emmer wheat may indicate some improvement in tillage
techniques that occurred along with the change in the population of Uch-Bash. Perhaps
agriculture was supplemented by horticulture and viticulture. Agricultural products
were also the raw material base for spinning and weaving, possibly for oil production. In
part, agricultural products (their waste?) could form a feed base for animal husbandry.

Household complex of cultivation, storage and processing of grain. In addition to
the finds of charred grain and the treks of grains on pottery, the early horizons also show
a whole complex of material culture linked with the cultivation, storage and processing
of grain. These are agricultural equipment — hoes, sickles with large flint knives-inserts
(Fig. 3, 4), which are found in the settlement a lot, large roasters-dryers (Fig. 5, b), large
household vessels-pithoe (Fig. 5, a) for storing grain, grain pits (Fig. 6) and grain graters
(Fig. 7).

A set of flint inserts for sickles was also found (pit 17) — five items (Fig. 3,b,1-4,8),
one of which was not used after manufacture. The reason for these things falling into the
household pit is unknown, but can be explained by the need for their urgent conceal-
ment. At the same time, the compactness of the occurrence of such things — “hoard” —
allows us to assume that such sets are personified, which means that the production
associated with them was specialized.

Another specialized production of the Older pre-Taurian period (late 12" — tern of
10®/9% cent. BC) can be assumed the processing of grain according to the finds of the
remains of a brazier and parts of grain graters (Fig. 7) at the level of the mainland soil in
the north-eastern part of the Northern square, possibly in the courtyard area, subse-
quently covered by later stratifications.

It is also worth noting that things, linked with the harvesting (sickles) and primary
processing of grain, such as roasters (Fig. 5,b), together with grain graters and their

fragments were concentrated mainly in the northern part of the settlement, where grain
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pits of the earliest horizon were opened (late 12" — late 10t century BC) in secondary
use (Fig. 6). The so-called pithoe (Fig. 5,a) and most of the pits with the remains of
charred grain were excavated in the central part of the settlement in closed complexes,
which stopped their existence as a result of a fire approximately at the turn of the 10—
9th centuries BC.

The complex of activities associated with the cultivation and harvesting of cereals,
as well as the processing and storage of grain and a large number of tools associated with
this activity, shows that, firstly, this direction of the economy in the Older pre-Taurian
period of Uch-Bash was of the main ones. The source does not allow reconstructing the
yield or sown area, but both grain residues and the mass number of finds of grain graters
and sickles are significant. A large number of sickles, the presence of five sickle inserts
hidden in the pit of the early horizon also testifies to their massive use for harvesting
cereals (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 94, 100—103, 105, 246, 256). Such an archaeological
situation suggests the accumulation of a considerable harvest at the settlement in the
autumn period and a set of measures for its storage and processing until the next harvest.
Hypothetically, it can be assumed that this product could act as a unit of exchange for
obtaining imported metal or flint products. It should also be noted that this economic
cycle is seasonal and falls on the warm season. Adjusted for the climate of the South-
Western Crimea, it is only hypothetically possible to speak of two cycles for growing
barley (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 185).

At the beginning of the Tauric period (2" half of 8" — 1 half of 7" cent. BC), the
entire complex of Uch-Bash household was changed (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 255).
Agriculture is also undergoing changes. Naked wheat and barley shows rising in
palaeoethnobotanical spectrum and the role of rye also increases. Noteworthy is the
absence of finds of flint inserts in sickles in the horizons of the Tauric period. All finds
of sickle fragments in its layers were reused for the manufacture of other items or as flint.
There are no finds of oval grain graters in the complexes of the Tauric period but small
one-handled upper stone of grain graters in complexes. The discovery of a seed of
cultivated grapes in a pit of the Tauric period suggests that at that time it still continued
to be grown or harvested by the inhabitants of the Inkerman Valley.

Discussion. Currently, it is the only settlement in the Northern Black Sea region,
where such a significant agricultural complex of the 12t — 8% centuries BC was found.
Other settlements are much inferior to Uch-Bash in the palaeoethnobotanical spectrum,
the number of found grains and treks, the number and variety of inventory and means

of processing and storage of grain.
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Neither these settlements, nor the Belozerska culture settlements containing the
closest analogies to their culture, also found such a quantity of grain, including wheat,
and the entire range of archaeological material associated with agriculture, from the same
sickles to pithoe vessels for storage, braziers, specific oval grain graters and etc. At the
same time, flint inserts in sickles are typical for Belozerska culture settlements, but they
are found there in much smaller quantities. Thus, in the publications of the material from
settlements of the Belozerska culture, finds of one or several flint sickles are given (Ro-
mashko, 2013, p. 109, 207), moreover, these are small inserts with a retouched working
edge, with a few exceptions, such as a sickle found in the Balta settlement (Vanchugov,
1990, p. 102). Finds of flint sickles on the Middle Dniester are not as numerous as on
Uch-Bash, but there are not only small inserts with a corrected working edge, but also
completely retouched subtriangular inserts, among which there are quite large ones
(Krushelnitskaya, 1998, p. 24, 25, 29, 30, 34, 48, 64, 70, 76, 84, 96, 104, 115, 116, 121).
We also note that the Neporotove settlement materials contain flint drills similar to those
of the Uch-Bash (Krushelnitska, 1998, fig. 37, 12; 43, 9). At the sites of the Forest-Steppe
Dnieper region, similar but not identical to the Uch-Bash inserts appeared only on the
sites of the final Bronze Age, which in their material appearance are more in line with
the Chornolis'ka culture than the Bilogrudivs'ka one (Kushtan, 2013, fig. 46, 27).
Moreover, inserts from the Subotiv settlement (Terenozhkin, 1961, p. 84) look more
archaic than the insert from Vovkivka (Kushtan, 2013, fig. 46, 27) and are more similar
to those from the Late Bronze Age settlements of the Crimea (Kolotukhin, 2003, fig. 65).

In the immediately preceding the appearance of the Uch-Bash settlement, and,
possibly, in the Crimean complexes partially synchronous to it, such as Chuyuncha,
Druzhne 2, Alma 1, there are products made of flint, however, judging by the publication
of these things, they differed from the Uch-Bash inserts both in size and according to the
form (Kolotukhin, 2003, fig. 65, Leskov, 1970, p. 34). Flint inserts typologically close to
Uch-Bash are presented in the material from the Kizil-Koba settlement (Kolotukhin,
1996, p. 127), which is synchronous with the Uch-Bash III and IV horizons and the
Ashlama-Dere settlement (Kris, 1981, pl. 6, I, 4), synchronous with the IV and V hori-
zons of Uch-Bash. However, it should be noted that the Kizil-Koba material is dominated
by small inserts compared to the Uch-Bash ones, and Alshama-Dere contains one such
small subtriangular flint insert.

In the Uch-Bash complexes intact flint inserts in sickles are found mainly in the
horizons of the Older pre-Taurian period, including a “hoard” of five intact inserts found
in pit 17 of the Eastern square in horizon I (Kravchenko et al. 2016, p. 102). Outside the

complexes, whole sickles are found in layers of the northern part of the settlement.
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Fragments of sickles, in addition to the complexes of the Older pre-Taurian period, are
found in the loam layers of the Younger pre-Taurian period of the Western square; one
whole insert of a sickle was also found in a pit of this period. The materials of the ashpit
mainly contain fragments of inserts in sickles in secondary use.

The extremely narrow range of published results of palaeoethnobotanical studies at
the Belozerska culture settlements does not allow us to create a comparative table with
the Uch-Bash material, however, it should be noted that the published results from the
settlements of the late Sabatinovka period the Novokyivs' ke and the Vynogradny Sad I
(dicotyledonous wheat, naked grain wheat, membraned barley, millet, einkorn wheat,
spelt, pea, vetch — Gershkovish, 2011, p. 169) generally coincide with the Uch-Bash
palaeoethnobotanical spectrum.

Thus, grain and grape seeds were found in the synchronous fortified settlement of
Dykyi Sad in Mykolayiv, in the settlement of Etulia in the Lover Danube in Moldova
(Yanushevich, 1986, p. 14—16), and several other points in the Ukrainian Black Sea
coast. During the Late Bronze Age, Eastern Europe also indicate a transition to wheat
cultivation (Kvapil, 2021, p. 249), in particular, according to the discoveries of recent
decades, the role of durum wheat varieties is growing (Jones et al., 1986, Wardly et al.,
1980). So far, such varieties have not been identified in the layers of sites of the Late and
Final Bronze Age of the Northern Black Sea region, however the large number of grains
of different wheat in the spectrum may also indirectly indicate the tradition and origin
of Uch-Bash agronomy from the western region, Balkan and South Carpathian lands of
Eastern Europe, where the tendency to increase wheat cultivation can be traced from the

Late Bronze Age as a result of global climate change.
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Figures

1.

Uch-Bash hillfort (), Sakharna Golovka settlement (3) and Inkerman Valley (between 1
and 3 points). Synchronous sites: an iron ore deposit and an ancient mine (2),
Balaklavs' ke settlement (4).

2. Uch-Bash hillfort, view from the Inkerman. Photo by E.Kravchenko, 2012.

Flint knives-inserts (a, b) and their fragments (c), b, 1-4,8 - hoard of flint knaves-inserts
in the pit (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 94, 102—104).

Bone frames from the floor of build 1 (a), sickle reconstructions of frame and knife from
the floor (b) and variant of reconstruction (c) (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 94, 105, 170).
Vessels-pithoe (a) for storing grain and roasters-dryers (b) (Kravchenko, 2011, p. 143,
Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 128, 129).

Grain pit (a) with “saman” clay inside (b) (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 245).

Grain graters and their fragments (Kravchenko et al., 2016, p. 93).
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Fig. 1

77



sthjgmmmanos

78



shdgmmmaon

Fig.3
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Fig. 6
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Fig. 7
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The dolmen building, which is believed to have been a pagan temple, is unique for
having a small interior measuring 2 to 2.20 meters, standing half in the ground and half
above the ground, 300 meters away from the houses. (J. Mikeladze).

The numerous scuffs on the stones next to the homes make the aforementioned
area significant and fascinating. According to the archaeologist S. Gogitidze, these scuffs
serve as reference signs. They must represent the writing of the people who hunted here
in antiquity; in fact, there is no trace or evidence of writing like this anywhere else in
the world's history. (J. Mikeladze).

The aforementioned location should be recognized as an open-air museum-reserve
with adequate infrastructure for the purpose of preserving its public awareness and to

welcome and host tourists and visitors.

Keywords: Megalithic settlements; Ajarian Highland, Goderdze Pass
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New Discoveries from Gonio-Apsarus Fort
(Results of Archaeological and Palynological Studies in 2020-2021)

Abstract: The remains of buildings and the accompanying archaeological materials
revealed as a result of the archaeological expeditions carried out over the years in the
territory of the Gonio-Apsarus fort are the most valuable source not only of Gonio-
Apsarus, but also of the trade and economic relations of the south-eastern Black Sea coast,
first with the Roman-Byzantine, and later with the Eastern world. The aim of the
presented paper is to present the main results of the interdisciplinary research carried
out in the territory of the fort by the Georgian-Polish international archaeological
expedition in 2020-2021. During these years, the expedition was carried out in four areas
and was marked by interesting discoveries. Archaeological research in the Roman
cultural layer itself has revealed four building horizons and the remains of the foundation
of an earlier building on the fort wall. Previously unknown archaeological artifacts were
discovered. On the basis of the comparison of the architectural remains discovered in the
last and previous years with the written sources, we can reconstruct the historical

processes taking place in the region from 8" BC century almost to our time.

Key words: Roman Empire, Gonio-Apsarus Fort, Aechaeology, Palynology,
Artifacts.
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