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Nomadi Bartaia

ABOUT THE UNKNOWN MERIT

OF DAVID AGHMASHENEBELI

FOR THE GEORGIAN NATION,

WHICH IS NO LESS THAN DIDGORI
Summary

In the Middle East of the twelfth century, the Seljuk Turks re-
placed the Arabs politically, and Persian took the place of the Ar-
abic language in literature. It happened this way: when the Seljuk
Turks conquered Iran, they tried to make their language dominant
in the conquered country, but Turkish, which was at a lower level
of development compared with Persian, could not compete with the
Persian language. The Seljuk Turks soon went beyond the limits of
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Iran, and the more they expanded the political arena, the more oppor-
tunity was given to the Persian language. Finally, the Seljuk Turks
conquered Persia politically, but the Persian language culturally con-
quered the Seljuk Turks, along with the countries they conquered,
and became the elite and literary language of the peoples of the Near
East in the Middle Ages. When David Aghmashenebeli ascended the
throne, the Seljuk Turks were already controlling Georgia, David
curbed them and created an independent Georgian state, transform-
ing its defensive wars to offensive wars. In our opinion, if not David
Aghmashenebeli: Georgia would be one of the countries included in
the Turkish-Selchuk empire, where the literary and elite language
was Persian, and, naturally, there would be a similar picture in Geor-
gia. It should be emphasized here that the great erudite King David,
though politically blocking the way to the Persian language, cultural-
ly opened the door to the great literature, created in Persian, through
the neighboring Shirvan, which was considered the center of Persian
literature at that time, and this greatly determined the emergence and
development of Georgian secular writing, which was crowned by
“Vepkhistkaosani” (“The Knight in the Panther’s Skin’). An enemy
can win this or that war with Georgia, but it will never win any war
against “Vepkhistkaosani”, and this is the merit of David Agmashen-
ebeli and it is no less than the victory of Didgori.
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Mirian Gunia

INSTANTANEOUS CREATION
OF THE UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO BOOK
OF “GENESIS” AND THE PROLOGUE OF THE POEM -
“THE KNIGHT IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”
Summary

In the following publication in framework of Orthodox Church’s
teachings and poetical-philosophical entrails of Georgian Medieval
Poem — “The Knight in The Panther’s Skin”, there is reviewed an
issue of the Instantaneous Creation of the Universe via presenting
Orthodox Clerical Exegesis referring to first two lines of The Old
Testament.

Author of the Poem allegorically portrays the mystery of The
Creation and by using Scriptures architectonics and key words of
first two lines of the “Genesis”, which according to Church Fathers,
teaches us about three topics: 1. Instantaneous Creation of The Uni-
verse by The Three Hypostasis of The Holy Trinity; 2. Hierarchical
successive birth of Beings (Angels and Humans); 3. The exact period
of Angel’s fall from the Heavens.

Thus, the study discusses the similarities and parallel lines of
both “Genesis” and the “Prologue” of the Poem and tries to represent
Author’s intended genuine reading of his own text, which based on
the analysis of literary techniques and specific terms, is mirrored and
inspired by the Holy Scripture’s first verses.
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FEka Vardoshvili

CHRISTIAN CULTURE AND
AKAKI TSERETELIS POETIC WORKS
Summary

Christian culture and literary and thinking tradition of Ancient
Georgian Literature are repeatedly depicted in Akaki Tsereteli’s poetry.

Akaki dedicated poems to the first two main stages of Christian-
ization of Kartli. These poems are “Andrew the Apostle” and “Saint
Nino”. Akaki’s publicistic letters are also noteworthy, “A little about
new performance”, “Tamar the Great”, “Small talk”, where Akaki writes
not only about saints, but also about significance of Christianity. In the
poem “Andrew the Apostle” we meet convergence with fables from the
Gospel.

The issue of the “Saint Rider” in Georgian Literature of XIX cen-
tury is connected with the perfect type of a National Hero. St. George,
as the perfect type, was a prototype for Bashi-Achuki. Iconographic
image of St. George appears in the poem “Cholera”. We meet triads
of “Saint Women riders” in Akaki’s poems: “In the Album of T. Bagra-
tioni”, “Dream”, “My prayer”, “Delirium from the prose”, “Canticles”,
“To future Georgian woman”.

From Christological viewpoint the poem “Tornike Eristavi” is very
important. Akaki’s poem “Dream” is dated 1881; the last part of this
poem is repetition of Akaki’s poem.

In Akaki’s poetry we meet Biblical prototypes; his poem “Hermit”
is also noteworthy. In the poems in which Christian motives run through,
liturgical conscience is revealed, that originates from hymnography and
psalms. Influence of the 50* psalm and “motive of mercy” is revealed
in the poem “Poet”.

Akaki tried to create a moral perfect type based on Christian Culture
and traditions that would promote to raise national awareness.
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Nestan Kutivadze

THE PECULIARITIES OF THE PROBLEM
CONCERNING RELIGION AND WORLDVIEW
IN SHIO ARAGVISPIRELI’S NOVELISTICS
Summary
The entire creative work of Shio Aragvispireli, the famous Geor-
gian prose writer of the boundary of the XIX-XX centuries, contains
a varied list of urgent issues. However, the prose writer pays special
attention to one major problem — the essence of human being, his
place in the world. The search for the meaning of human life is the
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dominant motive of almost all his texts, which is one of the promi-
nent trends of both European and Georgian literature of this period.
In the era of extreme nihilism, Aragvispireli is primarily concerned
with helping the public to find solid, eternal spiritual foundations in
time that relate to faith, religion. The author has produced remark-
able novels on these topics, in which the complexity of author’s
worldview is clearly evident.

The critical eye of the vet explores the most hidden nuances of
the human soul, and loads the episodes of the Old and New Testa-
ments with psychological passages. During their artistic interpreta-
tion the depth of the gap between the ideal and reality is revealed. In
his artistic legacy the feelings of the necessity of fighting, helpless-
ness, and vanity are constantly confronted. According to the writer,
the faith in Christ’s commandments makes a person spiritually strong
when facing infinity. In Aragvispireli the tragedy of existence is con-
ditioned by the inability of a person to act based on a knowledge
of permanent values, which ultimately determines the contradictory
nature of the worldview of the author of the “Black Book™ and leads
to considerable scepticism.
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Gocha Kuchukhidze

AT THE ORIGINS OF RENAISSANCE
(LETTER ONE)
Summary

The article supports the view that genesis of Renaissance is
based on the religious principles.

This Article offers the view, according to which, biblical story
about expulsion of Adam and Eve from paradise figuratively de-
scribes change of human consciousness, its deviation from the truth,
perversion of consciousness, it shows, how, specifically, the nature
of this change is presented by the creator of Old Testament; in the
article two, dedicated to these issues, there will be an extended dis-
cussion about the spiritual elevation of individual and his striving to
immortality.

We regard that Renaissance is one of the steps to spiritual ele-
vation, at this stage the individual changes not only spiritually, but,
to certain extent, he changes internally, physically, he becomes more
beautiful and this was seen by the greatest artists and this beauty is
illustrated in their paintings...
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