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Tsiala Bendeliani

ETYMOLOGY
OF THE TOPONYM KHANDZTA

Summary

We come across the toponym Khandzta in Giorgi Merchuleys
«Life of Grigol Khandzteli». It is not known from other texts or
written sources. The phonetic variant of the toponym Khantsta is
textual. Khandz-t-a is formed in the same way as other names in the
same arca: Ber-t-a, Bar-et-el-t-a, Kor-t-a, Parekh-t-a, the origin of
the toponym must be Khandz- nominal root, which is distinguished
in Khandz-il-i/Ghandz-il-i, that is, the name of a common plant in
this area, from the raw leaves of which mkhali ( a kind of vegetable
dish) is made. This name is found in Pshauri and Khevsuruli with
exactly the same meaning, in some western dialects, the name of
such a plant is zanizm Jishkila, although there is also Ghandzili, and
the word Ghan(i)dzlisferi is found, which denotes a colour.
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Tengiz Gumberidze

AKAKI TSERETELI
ABOUT CATHOLICOS ANTON

Summary

Catholicos Anton I was an interesting figure in many ways.
He was given his rightful place in the bosom of our history and his
contributions were pretty much appreciated. However, ancestors’
incorrect dimensions have always been puzzling for descendants.
Anton’s case was not an exception. It took great effort and struggle
to overcome the negative consequences of his Three Styles’ Theory.
The new generation declared this battle against him.

Akaki Tsereteli got actively involved in the battle for the
establishment of the new Georgian literary language initiated by Ilia
Chavchavadze. He opposed the generations of fathers and always
appropriately “adorned” the author of the Three Styles’ Theory
whenever he mentioned him.

From the very beginning, Akaki Tsereteli disapproved of
the division of the literary language into styles. Akaki also had a
very negative attitude towards Anton’s reactionary manifestations
of hatred expressed towards Shota Rustaveli’s “The Man in the
Panther’s Skin”.
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Some of Akaki’s stories and dramatic works like “Remembrance”,
“Fractious Sheet”, “Characters of the “MPS” Types” and others are of
great interest in which the author almost never misses an opportunity
to mention “The Knight” burned by Anton, and thus once again
present the reactionary face of the Catholicos of Kartli.

The great poet has a thorough knowledge of Anton Catholicos’
virtues as well. Although Akaki lays outs Anton’s views sarcastically,
he speaks of him as being no less outstanding than Vakhtang. But,
he can’t forgive his ill-treatment to “MPS” and the division of the
literary language into styles, which caused damage to our literature.

Overcoming the uncertainty of the literary language became
highly required in the new era and was so clearly focused on by the
new generation, including the important role of Akaki Tsereteli. His
strong criticism against Catholicos Anton is the proof of this.
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THE MATINS CANON
OF THE FOURTH SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN THE GEORGIAN
MANUSCRIPTS OF LENTEN TRIODION

Summary

Great Lent and Paschal Season (including Pentecost) are mov-
ing periods in the liturgical year. In Great Lent, the weekly cycle of
services is read from the Lenten Triodion. The development of the
Lenten Triodion as a book of hymns is connected with the develop-
ment of the church calendar.

On the fourth Sunday of Great Lent, the Church commemorates
St John Climacus, also known as John the Ladder. The Matins Canon
consists of four separate canons - the Canon of Easter, the Canon of
the Most Holy Mother of God, the Canon of Triodion, and the Canon
of St John Climacus. The author of the Triodion canon is the famous
hymnographer St. Elias of Jerusalem. This canon was based on the
exegesis of the parable of the Good Samaritan in the Gospel of Luke.
On the fourth Sunday of Lent, this part of the Gospel was read in the
Divine Liturgy. Later this practice changed.

The Georgian manuscripts of the Lenten Triodion redacted by
St. George the Hagiorite include this canon by St. Elias of Jerusalem.
At the commencement of the fourth Sunday service, it is indicated
that the hymns are dedicated to the gospel parable about the person
wounded by thugs.

In the context of contemporary liturgical practice, this canon is
typically presented in a shortened form. As evidenced by two seven-
teenth-century Gelatian gulans, the reduction of the canon is likely to
have commenced at an early stage.
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Nikoloz Otinashvili

ISSUE OF THE WRITER
LANGUAGE DIALECTICS
IN OLIA BGRAGVADZE’S PRO

Summary

Olia Bragvadze is a famous prose writer born in Kakheti and
living in Gori. From his literary work we have selected the collection
,»Aketuri-Ikituri, which clearly shows the characteristic features
of the Kakhetian dialect. Stories and novels are varied in content,
including adventures, travels, stories, the sweet and bitter days of
neighbors, including political news.

A (Iota sound) is confirmed by the writer in various cases —
in the beginning, middle and lower diphthongs of the word. The
emphatic sound is well seen in different rotations, as well as in the
plurals of ebiani and nartaniani, particles, word production, loss of
person marks, repetitions to clarify the detail, and so on. Kakhetian
dialect is one of the Kartli dialects, which formed the basis of both
old and new modern literary languages. The paper presents relevant
example specific to the dialect.
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Maia Tsertsvadze

ONE PERSONAL LETTER
OF GRIGOL ORBELIANI

Summary

The personal letters of Grigol Orbeliani are the most important
part of the Georgian epistolary heritage, which is of interest to scien-
tists and researchers in many ways. In addition to separate publica-
tions devoted to these letters, two-volume of letters of 1832-1859
have been published by Akaki Gatsrelia, as well as 9 volumes of
letters (up to 1878) have been edited within the scientific project
“Academic edition of the epistolary heritage of Georgian writers of
the XIX-XX centuries” (by Prof. Ketevan Gigashvili, Prof. Maya
Ninidze, 2011-2023).

While working on Nikoloz Baratashvili’s new academic
two-volume work, in the National Archives of Georgia our atten-
tion was drawn to a personal letter of Grigol Orbeliani dated August
1, 1842 which, unfortunately, is not included in the aforementioned
editions of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters. We cannot find a record about
this letter even in the digital chronicle of Grigol Orbeliani’s life and
work.

There is a publication of this letter by Leila Nanitashvili, “Un-
known Letters of Grigol Orbeliani”, printed in “Mnatobi” magazine

52



33WH00L 3IBENIMIBMS 630©IFN0L JIGEI0 2024, No4

#11 of 1966, accompanied only by the short explanations of the per-
sons named in the letter. A small fragment of the letter is included
in the book “The Life of Baratashvili” by Jacob Balakhashvili
(1967).

The letter was sent on August 1, 1942. from Alexandropol and
its addressee is Grigol Orbeliani’s brother Zakaria Orbeliani. The
letter is important because in it, as well as in other letters of that
time, the addressee pays the main attention to the story and fate of
his younger brother, Ilya Orbeliani, who was imprisoned by Shamil
at that time. Nikoloz Baratashvili is also mentioned in the letter, so
it is so dear to us.

We offer to the readers of the magazine new publication of this
letter with more extensive comments and notes. Its style, orthogra-
phy and punctuation are left almost unchanged.
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Marine Khvedelidze

INTERTEXT IN THE STORY
OF AKA MORCHILADZE
“HOW DID VARSKEN
PITYAKH DIED?”

Summary

Writing, through artistic words, reflects the world and the ex-
istence of people, which each age understands and perceives in its
own way. Often, the depicted characters do not change, but their atti-
tude and point of view towards them change. This is due, in general,
to the eternal purpose of writing; time is conditional on it. Often, a
monument of the distant past becomes the inspiration, the first source
for the writer to create new works in a time separated by centuries.
Recently, researchers have paid special attention to intertextuality in
order to study artistic works. When imagining literature as an end-
less chain, it is easy to see that hagiography, which is generally the
basis of Georgian writing, is itself intertextual. The intertext for ha-
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giography was, first of all, the Bible and the teachings of the holy
fathers, and later, in turn, it was Georgian hagiography that became
the source of the intertext of the Georgian literature of the later peri-
od. It was best voiced in postmodernist literature. The book “Mem-
oirs of Kapula Orshaurashvili” by Aka Morchiladze consists of five
short stories, one of which is “How did Varsken Pityakh died?” If we
read the mentioned work without intertextuality, it is impossible to
recognize the writer’s purpose. Confusion of facts, events, and time
will only make the speech chaotic and vague. = Aka Morchiladze
brings to life the characters of the hagiographic work: Varsken and
Shushanik. Which is a clear confirmation of double coding and inter-
textuality. The reconstruction of the character is presented with irony
and parody. Which, naturally, can be explained by the postmodern-
ism of the text and not by the author’s attitude towards the historical
personalities, facts, and events of his own country.
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