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Tengiz Gumberidze

REVAZ INANISHVILDS STORY
«THE SWORD OF DAVID»

Summary

Revaz Inanishvili’s story “The Sword of David” deals with the
theme of the historical past, namely the period when the Mongols
conquered Georgia. It describes the military baptism of three young
men. Grandpa Agabo made them swear an oath on the sword of
David, which the great king had given to the old man’s ancestor
during the Didgori War.

The story is imbued with a modern spirit. The symbolic meaning
of David’s sword emphasizes the writer’s modern suffering. Along
with the military baptism, grandpa Agabo hints to Casar about the
necessity of a new Didgori.

Grandpa Agape gives the sword presented by King David great
inspiring power, and the young men who swear on it are indeed filled
with a new desire for battle. Fifteen-year-old Cesar, who swore on
the sword of David, killed one of the Mongols, which in that case
was a thoughtless and spontaneous step. The young man failed to
take into account the grave consequences of killing a powerful
conqueror. That same night, the Mongols completely burned the
village of Tskhilisi and razed the population to the ground. Cesar
considered his act an unforgivable mistake and hanged himself at
dawn.

The author of the story teaches a reader a peculiar acting
method against a powerful enemy. The sudden outbreak of the battle
rage and the thoughtless step aggravated the situation even more
and harmed the Georgian side.

The story establishes the idea of responsibility for timely action,
which is always to be considered.
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Vakhtang Guruli

ASSASSINATION
OF ILIA CHAVCHAVADZE

Summary

On August 30, 1907, near the village of Tsitsamuri approxi-
mately 3.5-4 versts from Saguramo during a trip from Tbilisi to the
village of Saguramo member of the State Council of the Russian
Empire Ilia Chavchavadze was assassinated. The assassination was
a well-planned political action. It was initiated by the Central Com-
mittee of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party and organized
by the Georgian Social Democrats Grigol (Sergo) Orjhonikidze and
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Filipe Makharadze. They came up with a very insidious plan. The
key point of the plan was that Ilia Chavchavadze was to be killed by
local peasants, presumably for the purpose of robbery or for hostile
motives. This would cover up the real political motive of the assas-
sination. A specially selected group of local peasants: Gigola (Gigla)
Berbichashvili,Gigola (Gigo) Modzghvrishvili, Pavle Pshavlishvili
(Aphtsiauri) and Ivane (Vano) Inashvili were to stop the carriage on
the road to Saguramo and kill Ilia. Ilia’s coachman Tevdore (Tedo)
Labauri was also part of the murder team. He had to stop the car-
riage. Another peasant Giorgi (Loma) Khizanishvili was instructed
to stand on a wooded hill and blow a whistle to signal the approach
of the cart to those in ambush.

Sergo Orjonikidze and Filip Makharadze did not fully trust
aforementioned perpetrators. They feared that if the police, Cos-
sacks or ordinary travelers passed by, the perpetrators would become
frightened, abandon the stopped carriage and run away. In this case
Ilia Chavchavadze was to be killed by a professional killer who was
supposed to sit in ambush in the forest several dozen meters from the
place where the carriage was supposed to be stopped. Although the
four perpetrators managed to stop the carriage, an unplanned event
occurred. Ilia’s bodyguard Iakob Bitarishvili jumped out of the car-
riage and shot Berbichashvili in the foot. Iakob ran to the left side
of the road where he could hide in the bushes and fire at the perpe-
trators. The peasants quickly recognized his intentions, caught up
with him and killed him. At this moment Ilia had already stood up.
The aforementioned killer fired a shot from behind. The shot proved
fatal. The killer left the scene unnoticed. The attackers never knew
of his presence. Upon returning to the carriage they discovered Ilia
Chavchavadze already dead.
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Eter Ormotsadze-Makharadze

TOWARDS
ONE OF VASIL TSERETELI’S WORKS

Summary

The work discusses the dictionary “Georgian Scientific and
Philosophical Terminology According to the Translation of lovane
Petritsi” published in 1916 by the public figure, doctor, publicist and
editor-publisher Vasil Tsereteli. The dictionary of terms contains
956 entries. They are philosophical, medical, arithmetic, geometric,
psychological, astronomical and physiological terms. Many of them
have not lost their relevance even today and are used with exactly the
same meaning as when lovane Petritsi translated them at the begin-
ning of the 12th century.

V. Tsereteli occasionally contrasted new terms with terms
sourced from Greek and translated by loane Petritsi, in order to
change and correct the old terms in accordance to modern needs. He
paid great attention to the creation, development and establishment
of Georgian scientific and philosophical terms.

Vasil Tsereteli made a great contribution to the development of
scientific terminology in Georgia.
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Tamta Shavianidze

THE MAIN ASPECTS
OF TAMAZ BIBILEURI’S STORY “THE MASK”

Summary

Since ancient times, masks have been ritual objects intended
for folk-religious celebrations. However, apart from their ceremonial
purpose, the theme of the mask is also relevant in literary studies.
“Author’s mask” refers to the writer’s reflection within the text.

It is due to the functional interchangeability of the mask, having
multiple purposes at once, that Bibiluri used the term as the title of
his story. In Tamaz Bibiluri’s story “The Mask,” almost all character-
istics and nuances of Bakhtin’s theory of carnivalized literature are
revealed. It is the story of a person whose life is full of ritual-spec-
tacular events, free and familiar relationships, and opposing pairs,
manifesting both in internal personal conflicts and in the antagonistic
pairs of the individual with society/village.

The story also actively incorporates the functional meaning
of ambivalent words. One group of characters does not hesitate to
showcase their views openly, while another group seeks to fulfill
their desires and aspirations secretly.

The story “The Mask” captures the weaknesses of the Bolshe-
vik regime with remarkable accuracy. The character of Nadia Kvnar
Tedo serves as an ideal example of totalitarian governance.

This text is one of the noteworthy examples of Tamaz Bibilu-
ri’s work. It unites human tragedies, conflicts between conditions,
as well as conflicts between society and the individual, depicting a
degenerate, nihilistic existence of the people and their illusory way
of life.
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Nino Khakhiashvili

SPARROWS
(TWO POEMS BY ANA KALANDADZE)

Summary

Ana Kalandadze’s poetry is characterized by an exceptionally
refined subtlety of the soul and a desire to comprehend, perceive,
and convey biblical mystery. A vivid example of this is her two
remarkable poems about sparrows: «In Pitareti» and «I Am the Sun
of the Dead...»

In the frescoes and ornaments of medieval churches, birds,
particularly small ones pecking at grape clusters, are often depicted.
Symbolically, these birds represent the faithful souls partaking in
the Christian mystery. In Christian art in general, a bird (such as a
sparrow) symbolizes the soul of a devout believer.

Ana Kalandadze aspired to grasp the essence of great mysteries,
which is why her poems are so profound and enigmatic.
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