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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

G eorgia’s 5th President
Salome Zourabichvili has

issued a stark warning about the
nation’s political future declar-
ing that free and fair parliamen-
tary elections are unachievable
under the current regime.
Speaking at a briefing she called
for unity among opposition par-
ties stressing that fragmentation
only strengthens the ruling au-
thorities.

“Under this regime even par-
liamentary elections are impos-
sible” Zourabichvili said. “With-
out unity we might as well pack
up and go our separate ways
handing this semi-collapsed re-
gime the victory it neither de-
serves nor can achieve.”

She described the existing gov-
ernment as already weakened
and accused it of surviving po-
litically due to divisions among
those seeking change. “It is the
political responsibility of the par-
ties to come to their senses and
understand that unity is essen-
tial” she stated.

Zourabichvili emphasized the
need for continued pressure both
inside the country and from in-
ternational partners. “The effort
must continue — not only among
the public but also with our in-
ternational partners — and
pressure on the regime must be
maintained” she said.

Zourabichvili Urges Unity Warns Elections
Impossible Under Current Conditions

She revealed that a working
platform of political and civil
groups had developed a document
outlining conditions for holding
credible elections. “These are the
conditions we have presented”
Zourabichvili explained “but the
effort must continue.”

She also highlighted the role
of public mobilization and exter-
nal diplomacy. “From the outside
through sanctions and pressure
from partners from the inside
through protest which is the
strongest of these three neces-
sary components.”

In her remarks Zourabichvili
issued a strong appeal to the
broader political spectrum urg-
ing collective responsibility.
“Those elections will only hap-
pen if the protest continues only
if international partners keep up
their pressure and only if politi-

cal parties can jointly present
their vision and alternative for
the country’s future.”

She concluded with a call for
reflection and a warning against
inaction. “Everyone bears great
responsibility. First let’s reflect
— and then speak.”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

According to Russian news outlet
TASS, the Foreign Intelligence Ser-

vice of Russia (SVR) has issued a report
alleging that the United Kingdom is in-
volved in efforts to destabilize the leader-
ship in Georgia. The SVR suggests that
British authorities are actively working
to remove the ruling Georgian Dream po-
litical group through covert support of op-
position elements.

The SVR report, cited by TASS on June
5, asserts that London seeks to unite non-
government organizations with opposition
figures in Georgia. This reported strat-
egy, it claims, aims to invigorate politi-
cal rivals and reignite their campaign to
dislodge the current administration.

SVR officials argue that Western pow-
ers are displeased with Georgia’s increas-
ing reluctance to follow liberal interna-
tional norms. According to the agency,
the country is distancing itself from West-
ern ideological influence and placing na-
tional priorities above foreign expecta-
tions. The report highlights what it calls
a turn toward a more centralized leader-
ship style, especially in contrast to the
era of former President Mikheil
Saakashvili, once hailed in Western
circles for promoting democratic reforms
in the region.

The document further alleges that

Russia Accuses United Kingdom of
Undermining Georgian Dream
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Weather

Friday, June 6

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 27°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy

Low: 15°C

Saturday, June 7

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 27°C

Night  Clear
Low: 16°C
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British authorities intend to substantially
raise financial support for anti-govern-
ment groups. It claims that specific
youth organizations, student networks,
feminist groups, and LGBT activists have
been selected to receive training. This
reported instruction, SVR suggests, would
include techniques to evade surveillance,
engage with police during demonstra-
tions, and carry out disruptive actions.

These accusations come at a time of
escalating tension between Georgia’s lead-
ership and certain foreign diplomatic

Russia Accuses United Kingdom of
Undermining Georgian Dream

missions. The speaker of the Georgian
Parliament, Shalva Papuashvili, ad-
dressed the situation by accusing several
Western embassies of breaching diplo-
matic norms. He referred to the Vienna
Convention and criticized foreign repre-
sentatives for what he described as in-
terference in domestic matters.

Papuashvili specifically called out the

British Ambassador, alleging that he
played a direct role in supporting local
opposition leaders and influencing inter-
nal political processes. He also accused
other European diplomats, including the
EU Ambassador and the Swedish and
French embassies, of backing opposition
forces and organizations labeled by the
ruling party as extremist.

In remarks to journalists, the parlia-
mentary leader claimed that foreign mis-
sions are providing strategic direction to
domestic opposition groups. He also ques-
tioned the integrity of some European
envoys, accusing them of acting contrary
to the values their countries claim to
uphold.

PREPARED BY MESSENGER STAFF

U.S. Ambassador to Georgia
Announces Retirement

U.S. Ambassador to Georgia Robin
Dunnigan has announced her retirement
from diplomatic service, calling it a per-
sonal decision after more than three de-
cades of representing the United States
abroad.

“After 33 years representing the United
States as a diplomat, I have made the
personal decision to retire,” Dunnigan
said in a statement released on June 5.
“This is a fully personal decision. I have

not been asked to return by my govern-
ment.”

Dunnigan has served as ambassador
in Tbilisi since 2023 and plans to depart
in July. Her announcement comes amid
increasing strains in U.S.-Georgia rela-
tions and months after the return of
President Trump to the White House.

“Serving as the U.S. Ambassador to
Georgia has been the greatest honor and
privilege of my entire career,” she said,
adding that she is “forever proud” of the
work done by her team in advancing
U.S.-Georgia ties.

She thanked Georgians for their warm
welcome, describing their hospitality as
unmatched. “I am more certain today
than ever that the core values that bind
Americans and Georgians will ensure that
our special partnership and friendship
endures.”

Until her departure, she said, she re-
mains committed to strengthening bilat-
eral relations.

Before her role in Georgia, Dunnigan
held several senior diplomatic positions,
including Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Central and Eastern Europe and Chargé
d’Affaires in Austria.

NATO Parliamentary
Assembly Scales Back Georgia

Delegation’s Role Over
Democratic Concerns

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly
(PA) has suspended meetings of the Geor-
gia-NATO Interparliamentary Council
(GNIC) and scaled down the Georgian
delegation’s privileges, citing growing
concerns about democratic decline in the
country. The decision was confirmed in
a written response to Netgazeti and re-

flects a shift in how the Assembly engages
with Georgia’s political leadership.

According to NATO PA, the decision
was taken by its Standing Committee,
the Assembly’s governing body, during
its April 2025 session, concluding a six-
month review process that began in No-
vember 2024. While formal ties with the
Georgian Parliament remain intact, the
Assembly said it would keep them “un-
der review,” while strengthening commu-
nication with civil society and political
actors across the spectrum.

“The Standing Committee also agreed
to keep relations with the Georgian Par-
liament under review; to maintain en-
gagement with political forces across the
political spectrum; and to step up engage-
ment with civil society,” the Assembly
stated.

Although NATO PA did not detail
which privileges were reduced, Georgian
media outlet Tabula reported that the
number of plenary seats allocated to the

Georgian delegation had been reduced
from five to three. This move was report-
edly aimed at preventing the ruling Geor-
gian Dream party from absorbing seats
originally intended for the now-boycott-
ing opposition.

According to the same reports, the
Georgian delegation may no longer pro-
pose amendments during plenary ses-
sions or participate in key programs such
as the Mediterranean and Middle East
Special Group (GSM) seminars and cer-
tain subcommittee visits.

In response, Georgian Dream MP Givi
Mikanadze dismissed the media claims
as misinformation. Speaking to journal-
ists, he stated that he and fellow MP
Mariam Lashkhi took part in the GSM
seminar in Antalya, Turkey, and at-
tended the NATO PA Spring Session in
Dayton, Ohio. “Invitations have already
arrived for future sessions as well,” he
said, calling the reports “another attempt
at disseminating lies.”

EU and US
strengthen

nuclear safety
in Armenia

On 4 June, EU and American
officials visited the Armenian
Nuclear Power Plant (ANPP).
The visit was organised by the
Armenian foreign ministry and
the management of ANPP,
showcasing EU-US support for
nuclear safety.

This is highlighted through
the recent commissioning of a
$3.4 million full-scope simulator
designed to enhance safe opera-
tions at ANPP, building on an
earlier EU donation. Since 2024,
the EU has allocated €17.9 mil-

lion to Armenia to improve
nuclear safety and radioactive
waste management.

This allocation is part of ongo-
ing cooperation under the EU-Ar-
menia Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), which includes support
for aligning Armenia’s regulatory
framework with EU nuclear
safety standards. Through this,
the EU remains committed to
Armenia’s long-term energy secu-
rity and transition.
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