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Al Bendianishvill

RUSSIAN COLONIALISM IN GEORGIA AND
GEORGIAN PUBLIC OPINION

Georgian society, its leaders were well aware of russifying-
colonial essence of the Russian government policy and were taking
account of its fatal consequences. They properly appreciated the
contribution of the people, struggling for peace with arms in their
bands, but at the same time used high spirit and sharp pen for
strengthening Georgian language, culture, historical traditions and
vital positions of the Georgian nation in general, for restoring
Georgian State system.

In the presented short work there are evaluated the petitions-
applications offered to the Emperor of Russia by David Bagrationi
about returning the royal throne to Bagrationi dynasty and restoring
of autonomy of Georgia inside the Empire. Dimitri and Okropir
Batonishvilis continued the way, chosen by David Bagrationi. For
achieving this high goal, they formed a secret society the rules of
which knocked the aggressive colonial policy of the Russian
authorities and were preparing a rebellion of all Georgian people
against Russia. The “Tergdaleulis™ followed the way of the plotters.
In the work we talk about importance of the national idea of Ilya
Tchavtchavadze and the theory of “common ground”. There are also
appreciated the positions of the political parties of national direction,
and the situation, created in the years of the first revolution, which
was followed by spreading of the liberation movement and preparing
the conditions for the independence of Georgia (1918-1921).
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M. Samsonadze

GEORGIAN CRAFTSMANSHIP AND RUSSIAN
COLONIAL GOVERNMENT

After the annexation the Russians found in Georgia quite a
highly devcloped crafismanship. But scveral its branches, as they
produced the oriental type goods, could not satisfy the Russian and
foreign consumers whose number was increasing in Georgia. That’s
why the colonial government began taking stcps for interesting new
style (Europcan) craftsmen from Russia and European cities to come
to Georgia. Consequently in the towns of the country there was
increasing the number of foreign craftsmen. The local administration
offered them all kind helps and bencfits.

These measures caused gradual lose of market (consumer) of
several branches of local craftsmanship that conditioned the
opposition of local craftsmen against arrived foreign ones.
Sometimes this opposition was aggravating and often was coming to
blows. Finally thc local craftsmen more often became losers and
because of this they gradually started production of European style
goods. So in thc middle of the 19® century in the towns of Georgia
mainly was developing new (Europcan) handicrafi industry.
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O. Janelidze
GEORGIA AND RUSSIAN TROOPS

In the article it is examined a specific aspect of Georgian-
Russian relations, in particular, the circumstances, motives and
peripeteia of presence of Russian armed forces in Georgia in
different periods.

It is noted that until tsarism abolished independent statehood of
Georgia and turned this region into a part of Russian Empire,
Russian troops were allies and supporting forces for Georgian
political units. From the beginning of the 19 century, after
annexation of Georgia by Russia and establishing here its rule, the
status of the mentioned armed forces changed fundamentally.
Henceforth they appeared as the force of the Aggressor Empire,
which was establishing and consolidating brute colonial regime in
Georgia.
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D. Tchumburidze

EDUCATION IN GEORGIA OF THE 19™-20™ CENTURIES
AND THE COLONIAL POLICY OF TSARISM

The beginning of the 19® century was hard for Georgia, as
from political, also from economical and cultural point of view. The
Georgian educational establishments, rich in traditions, found
themselves in service of the Colonial Policy of Tsarism. Tsarism first
of all had to take possession of a conquercd country by the russifying
policy. Georgia, conqucred by arms could bccome a natural
component part of the Empire only by russifying of the Georgian
people, only russified Georgians could be obedient population of
Russian provinces. This goal could be rcalized only by schools, if
they banned completely mother language of Georgians and language
of instruction were Russian. The schools, established in Georgia in
the 19"-beginning of the 20™ century till 1917 served Tsarism
colonial policy, assimilation of the Georgian people, taking away
national features, its final russification. Need of Russian language in
administrative establishments and non-official status of Georgian
language determined the Russian system of education not only in
public schools, but in private schools too. School should train
children to be devoted functionaries, people, obedient to authorities.

In this work thcre are examined the schools, established in
Georgia, their syllabuses and educational goals, struggie of Georgian
people for creating national schools and restoring Georgian
educational traditions. The Russian administration was opposing to
this struggle distinctly anti-Georgian policy, making the educational
regulations with the purpose of complete russifcation of Georgian
pupils, was hindering from opening Georgian schools, introducing
into practice teaching in Georgian etc.

The intelligentsia, national forces, under the leadership of Ilya
Tchavtchavadze, were fighting against Russian colonial educational
policy and doing everything for maintaining national spirit in
Georgian people.
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