














































































































































































































































































































































































































Maia Charkviani 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES OF THE CLASSICAL PERIOD DISCOVERED 

BY EKVTIME TAQAISHVILI 

(p.p. 76-84) 

The paper highlights the contribution made by Ekvtime Taqaishvili to the study of 
Georgia's archaeological sites of the Classical period. The scholar recorded the following 
Classical sites on the territory of Georgia: Mtskheta-Bagineti, Armaziskhevi and Sanjiskhevi; 
Sajavakho, Vani, Boti, Akhalgori, Samadlo (see map). 

Taqaishvili's contribution to bringing to light Classical period sites on Georgian ten-itory is 
manifold. In the first place, he is creclited with being the first discoverer and student of the 
sites that in the future turned into a major source in the study of the history of Georgia's 
mate1ial culture (e.g. Mtskheta, Vani). At the same time, notwithstanding the meager evidence 
on Classical period sites on Georgia's territory, thanks to his profound erudition, Taqaishvili 
basically defined the character and chronology of the material he had discovered, making an 
invaluable contribution to the history of Georgian archaeology. 

Nino Kighunulze 

BURIAL RITE AT BICHVINTA CEMETERY (SO-CALLED PIT BURIALS) 

(p.p. 85-92) 

The paper discusses 114 pit burials with grave goods and 104 without such, discovered at 
the Pitiunt-Bichvinta cemetery and dated to the 2nd-4th cent. 

The burial custom and rite are studied, being analogous to the rite prevalent in provinces of 
the Late Roman Empire. 

Some local peculiarities were recorded at Bichvinta cemetery. For example, such principal 
elements (of grave goods) as lamps and red-glazed pottery - characteristic of Roman pe1iod 
necropoleis - are absent here. The bu1ials must have belonged to representatives of the middle 
and low strata of the town - probably to Roman legionaries - veterans and members of their 
families. 

Vakhtang Nikolaishvili 

HISTORICAL TOPOGRAPHY OF ANCIENT MTSKHETA 
(p.p. 93-108) 

Some years ago in the te1Titory of "Greater Mtskheta" archaeological monuments of the 
Classical period, revealing the historical topography of the ancient capital and its environs, 
were discovered. 

The excavations of the area, conducted by the Mtskheta Archaeological Expedition, are 
carried out in Ghartiskari, Katsitavana(Annaziskhevi) and within the confines of Mtskheta 
itself, i.e. not far from Strabo's "Sisamura=Tsisamuri and "Armozike=Annaztsikhe. 

Numerous monuments of the Classical period have been found in Mtskheta and its 
environs: at Samtavro Temple of the 1st c. B.C. and some burials built of well-hewn stone 
""labs with so-called "swallow's tail" have been revealed, attesting to the existence of certain 
?Ub!ic building there: cultural layers of the Hellenistic and Roman times have been unearthed

,·ithin the confines of Mtskheta itself, on the left bank of the river Monastriskari; cemeteries 
of the early Hellenistic period have been discovered in Mukhatgverdi. Tsikhedidisk.hevi and 
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