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Annotation

The doctoral thesis “Interrelationship between the Georgian Government and the Orthodox
Apostolic Church in the 18th Century” is a work intended for obtaining the academic degree of
Doctor in History. The work was performed within the frameworks of history oriented doctoral
educational program “History of Georgia (from ancient times to the beginning of the 21st century)”
of St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University of the Patriarchate of Georgia (supervisor —
Academician Roin Metreveli).

The interrelationship between the state and the church is a very important aspect in
the development of the world history, where the fact of matter is a coexistence of two well-organized
institutions: one is the political part, which includes providing territorial integrity, population well-
being and social needs, and the other is the religious part, spiritual guidance of a parish and
attainment of eternal salvation.

In any country, the state is liable to ensure the religious rights of the population and to give
the church a suitable, dignified place in the state. The Holy Scripture, the decrees of the Ecumenical
Council of Churches and the sermons of the Holy Fathers clearly define the principles of the
relationship between the state and the church and their rights and duties before God and the nation.

Immediately, after Christianity was declared the state religion in the Kingdom of Kartli, the
Orthodox faith was given special importance in the life of the Georgian nation, the purity and
authority of which was firmly protected by the state together with the population.

The Georgian Orthodox Church cared not only for the spiritual development and eternal
salvation of its parishioners, but also for the unification of the country, the preservation of its
territorial integrity, and the security of its population. There are lot of examples throughout Georgia's
history that confirm the truth of this opinion.

The work presents the relationship between the Georgian state and the Orthodox Apostolic
Church during the 18th century: it describes the political situation in Georgia, including Georgian
Church and the outside world during this period; it discusses the impact of the world’s political
processes on the internal political situation in Georgia and the state of the Orthodox Apostolic
Church; it shows the interdependence between Georgian kings and Orthodox clergy and the impact
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of the activities of Georgian Muslim kings on the moral and spiritual state of the nation; there are
mentioned the consequences of the activities of Muslim kings in Georgia and how the Orthodox
clergy and Georgian kings, who were outwardly Muslim but Christian in heart, tried to protect and
preserve national values; it shows what kind of relationship Georgian kings and Orthodox clergy had
with the Catholic and Armenian Church confessors, and how Georgians maintained their Orthodox
faith and nationality under the conditions of denationalization, or why they changed their religion
and nationality — why they became Muslim, became Catholic or became Armenian.

It is emphasized what kind of relationship should exist between politicians and the
Orthodox clergy, so that during their time in government the country to be politically, economically,
socially and spiritually strong and united, as a result of which they themselves will go down in
history as worthy politicians.

The aim of the work is to show: the main determinant and necessary condition of the
Georgian state political strength is the correct, dignified and constructive interaction of the secular
and religious authorities. The political-economic, social-cultural and spiritual strength, integrity,
progress and development of the country depend on their joint, unanimous, national activities. This
is the solid foundation on which the dignity of any Georgian politician and the strength of the

country are based.
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