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Polymorphism of West Caucasian turs: a tur with four horns
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East Caucasian tur in Lagodekhi Preserve. “ You will be surprised at seeing the rock that turs have crossed, Your sight
can’t reach their helter-spot.” (Folk song)
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Turs in Arkhoti (Georgia) “ Oh peak of the rock stepped down by bucks, You have seen so many hunters at sun-rise,
You are the border stainecd with Chechen and our blood” (Folk song)
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Bucks in Zakatala Preserve
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Turs came out of their shelter and spread on the pasture.
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Turs are having a rest
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Wrestling of the turs
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Bucks are knights. After fi ght they help the defeated buck
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“Pastures of my country, abode of turs” (Folk song)
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Dariala, habital of turs.
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Mother- tur has adopted orphans
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A Disobediend adopted kid
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An orphan kid
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Curious tur kid



16. 299530 ®mogsbo. Guardindg tur kid
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Tur kids are having a guarding lesson
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The tur generally has one kid.
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Ah Obediend tur kid
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The tur seldom has two kids
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The camp of orphan kids
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Tur kids are hiking
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The kid is afraid of eagle
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A tur from Enguri Gorge “ A buck stepped above the rocks And he tore the sky with its horns” (Folk song)
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An orphan kid adopted by other turs
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Shepard of turs
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The guard of turs — the thrush
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The turs have eaten salt
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A tur with one horn
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Young turs treat the old ones with honor
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Turs are having a counsel
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Buck waiting for death
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Typical habitat of turs — Lagodekhi Preserve
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Turn on Gagra Mountains
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Turs are ready to breed
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A trapped tur
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Tur horns from Kodori Gorge
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A tur from Tebulo Mountains
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Tur horns from Khakhmati Sanctuary, Khevsureti
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Deer and tur horns from Akhieli Sanctuary, Khevsureti
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Tur horns from Dariali Gorge
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The Tur (Capra caucasica, Guld., 1779)

The tur is the endemic animal of the Caucasus. It is a typical representative of goat sub-
family. Scientists distinguish two subspecies of thetur: East Caucasian and West Caucasian.

East Caucasian or Dagestan tur (Capra caucasica cylindricornis) iscomparatively short with
thick smooth horns and it has no beard. WestCaucasian or Kuban tur (Capra caucasica
severtsowi) is taller and thinnerwith thin multi-circled horns and long beard.

Turs live in flocks of 20-100 individuals and occupy mainly alpineand subalpine habitats,
but also use forested areas in steep terrian. Theyfeed on grass and moss. Breading occurs once a
year. Young turs (1 or2) are born in May.

The Caucasian tur has valuable meat, skin, wool and horns. For thisreason it is highly
prized as trophy animal by big game hunters.

Numbers of Caucasian tur have decreased drastically over the 40years. Nowadays there are
about 540 individuals in peserved areas.

The cathastrophic decline in numbers is caused by poaching, competitionfor food with
domestic livestock, disturbance and habital loss.

The Caucasian tur is in danger of extinction. It is listed as Vulnerablein the 1996 IUCN
Red List of Threatened Animals and placed in Categorylll in the Georgian Red Data Book
(1982). Hunting is forbiddenin Georgia, but is permitted under licence in Azerbaijan and Russia
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The Wild Goat (Capra aegagrus, Erxleb., 1777) _ _"_-‘; y

We meet wild goat in different places of the world. In the Caucasus it occurs in forested
areas along the northern slopes of the Greater Caucasus Mountains. In Georgia it abides in
Tusheti (Diklo, Chigho), Khevsureti (Shatili) and Adjaria (Khikhani Mountains).

Nowadays wild goat exists in two forms: Caucasian and Turkmenian.

Wild goats abiding in Georgia are bigger. They survived thanks to the high cliffs where
wolves can not reach them. They feed on moss, grass and young springs.

Wild goats live in flocks. Their shelters are rocky forests, cliffs and caves. They breed in
November and December and after 5 months they bear one or two babies.

Wild goats live up to 18-20 years. They have valuable meat, skin and horns.Hunting the
wild goat is prohibited.
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