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OMAH XEPXEYJIMO3E U ETO
«lIAPCTBOBAHHUE HWPAK/JIVSI BTOPOTO»

Peszome

Owman Xepxey/lnise siB/IseTCs OLHHM M3 JYUIIMX TpeicTa-
BuTeJsell TPY3UHCKOM ncropuorpZpun  XVIII cronerus. Ero mnepy
npHHAUTeKHT couMHenHe moj nassanuem <«llapcrsopanue Hpak-
aus  BTOpOro», KOTOpoe SBJSETC AOCTOBEPHBIM ~HCTOYHHKOM
JizydeHHs TOJNTHYECKOH M CONMANbHO-KYJBTYPHOM  KHSHH Boc-
tounoii 'pysun B 1722—1787 rr.

‘Kak H3BECTHO, TPY3HHCKas HCTOpPHOrpadus JOCTHINIA BBI-
coxoil crymenu pasButHsa Ha pyOexe XVII—XVIII BB, B
T. H. «310Xy BO3POXKJeHHA» B ykasauuplii nepnox Bejaa CBOW:
J1eATeJbHOCTh 1 «KOMHCCHSI  YUYeHBIX MyzKefl», CO3faHHdst Mo
uHMnMaTHBe Lapsi Baxrawra VI. Ilpumepno K 3Tolf Xe snoxe
orHocHTCsl  AesiTesbHocTh  Owmana  Xepxeyauase. B rpysunckoit
HAyUHO!l JMTepaType CBeJeHHs O Guorpaduu 3TOro HCTOPHKA
KpafiHe cKyAHbl. MsBecTHO JMmb TO, YTO OH HPH ABOpe
unapsi  Hpakaust 11 sanuMan  JOJIKHOCTb  JAIUKADHUBHCH, U B
ero 00S3aHHOCTH BXOJWJIO HCUMC/ICHHE HaeMHBIX COJJaT, HuX
HAYaJbHUKOB M IJaBapeil T. H. «MOpHre». MBIl NONBITAIHCh BOC-
HOMHUTE 9TOT ®poGea B Guorpaduu Owmana Xepxeyinuse c mo-
MOU[bIO H3YUeHHs HCTOPHYECKHX JOKYMEHTOB XVIII—XIX BB.
OTHOCHTE/IbHO ~GOraThl  CBeJeHHsMH JHOKYMeHThl Hauana XIX B.
O rtoM, uro Oman Xepxeyauase BeJl aKTHBHYI JesTeIbHOCTb
npu aBope Mpakaus 1. cBuAeTeNbCTBYIOT MaTephaiibl, XpaHs-
muecs B Llentpaabiom [ocynaperBennom Mceropuueckom apxuBe
I'CCP, cpemu KOTOpbIX MHOTHe sBJIsiOTCS aprorpadamm Omana.
DT0 B OCHOBHOM MaTepHaJjbl, oOxBarbiBaiommne 1778—1802 rr.
B sTHX JOKYMeHTaX coxpaHmiach W Juunas neuyatb OwmaHa
Xepxeyuase.

W3 oxmoro jokymenta, pxatupyemoro 1803 r. (aBrorpad
Omana Xepxey/iui3e), BBICHieTCH, UTO OH uMeal Gpara—
Asrananna Xepxeyauasze u coiHoseil — Jlasuna m Augpes. Tyt
JKe ynomsHyra u cynpyra — XopewaH. B 3TOM OTHOIICHHH
CPaBHHTEJNbHO ~ GOraThle  CBeJeHHs COXPAHHIHCH H B apXube
E. Beiizen6ayma.

C 1801 r. Owman Xepxeynuase — Ha clyxkGe UapcKoi
practi, B 1802 r, on OBUT Ha3HAUYEH COBETHHKOM TIPai/AaHCKOH
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skcneannuu. B npencrasientom I1. Iunuanosy noknage (1803 5.) 7
Owman  Xepxey/auase XapaKkTepH3yeT CBOIO OBIBIIYIO JOJKHOQTE:
M onpelenseT KOJHYECTBO CBOMX JOXOJOB IPH TPY3HHCKAX
wapax. Ckyaubie Ouorpaduueckune jaanuple Omana Xepxeyiupaze
nononuser oxun jgokyment u3 LITMA TCCP. B xoropoM ro-
BOPHTCsl, YTO OH MMeJ elle M Majuyepuiy, Koropas Gbuia
3amyzxeM 3a coiHOM Otapa AmuiaaxBapH AraTOHHKOM.

K coxanennio, 06 ypoBHe mnpocBeuieHHocTH Owmana Xepxey-
JiHj3e KaK HCTOPHKA M MHCaTeNsl NPHXOJUTCS PacCy:KAath JHIUb
1O eHHCTBEHHOMY ero counHeHuio. B orimume or IMTamynsr OpGe-
Jna JI0 Hac He JOULIH KAKHe-HHOYAb ApYrue 06pasubl ero
JINTEPATYPHOIO HacCJeAHus.

«llapcrsosanne Mpaganst Broporo»  coxpauusiocs B 29
pykonucax (cioga Bxoasar u ¢parMente). M3 nux 26 naxomsrtes
B Mucruryre Pykonuceit nm. K. Kekenuaze AH I'CCP, oxna —
8 LITUA TCCP u nBe mociaeanux — B JIeHHHIPAACKOM OTA€JNEHHH
Wuernryra Bocrokosenennss AH CCCC (nmox mudppom E—30) u
HeT HH ojHoro aprorpada, u Bce OHH nepenucansl B XIX Beke.

Hu B oxHOil M3 BHIIeHAa3BAaHHBLIX PYKONHCell He yKas3blBaeTcs
BpeMs CO3/laHHsi COYMHEHHSl, HO Ha OCHOBE H3YyYeHHs JaHHBIX
€amoro nNaMATHHKA, TNPUOJMSHTENBHYIO JaTy MOMKHO Qupene-
JINTh  CIeYIolHM  06pasoM: B YacTHOCTH, B KOHIE COUHHEHHS
TOBOPHTCSA O TOM, YTO B TOCJAeAHHE TOAB Ku3HH HMpakmus II
CcTpaHy TOCTHIVIO HecuacTbe — HamlectBHe Ara-Maromer-Xana Ha
T6unucu, HO, MO CJOBAM aBTOpPa, OH He YCHeJ OMHCaTbh 3TOT
snusoA. Mcexoass M3 3TOFO, MOMKHO CUMTaTh, YTO COUHHEHHe
Owmana Xepxeyauase cosnaBajoch 6amxe X 1795 r.

Ha ocHoBe H3yueHHs M CIMYEHHs BBHIIEYyKA3aHHBIX pPYKOIH-
cefl OCHOBHBIM CIHCKOM JJIsi TPEANArae~oro H3ganns Gbli
BbiOpan E—66 (maxoantcs B Jlenunrpaze), KOTopwlii 0Go3Hauen
Jurepoit A, Jra  pykomuch Obia mepenmcaHa B 1838 r. B
ITerepGypre Cemenom TaGuaze janst M. Bpocce. Opurnnamom
NPH  5TOM CJYXKHJI CIHCOK, npuHaaiexamuii Mpakiamio ,Myxpan-
CKOMY.

B mpeunaraemoe u3jampe BKMOYHIH H JAPYLYIO  BEpCHIO
«IlapcrBosanust Mpakans Broporo», orpeaaktupopannyio Teiimy-
pasom Barparuonn. Ona maxoautcsi B JIEHHHIPaACKOM OTHe/TEHAH
Hncrnryra Bocrokosenennss AH CCCP (mox mwgpov E—30) u
npeacrasaser coboit T. n. «Muupe Kaprinc LxospeGa» («Manas
KusHp I'pysum»). Cioga BkaOYeHBl counHenus Cexuunm Uxeuzae,
Manyus: OpGennann u Omana Xepxeyangse. Pykonnch nepe-
nucana Teitmypasom Barpatuonn B 1838 r. B Ilerep6ypre. Cue-
JlyeT OTMETHTb, YTO CpeM MHOTHX JDPYDHX 3TO eAHHCTBEHHAs
PYKOIICh, B KOTOPOH COXPAHWJIOCH HMs aBTOpa. B mpolecce
paborbl Ham counnennem Tefimypas DBarpatmonn nomosHuia
JIaHHbIE TEeKCcTa HOBBIMH npOCTpaHHbIMH MartepHaJlaMH. B
WACTHOCTH TAaKHMH, Kak cBeJeHHsi 0 JnuHocTH Kapum-Xana, o6
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ornouternsix Mpakaust 11 ¢ renepanom  TormeGenom. o ‘zu‘m/
JioMatHueckoii  AesTenbHoctH yprena Emnakosonamsmim A
Kpome Toro, Teiimypas bBarpatnonn dwacrto momeiiaer B TEKCTe
00bsICHEHUST OT/JIeJIbHBIX CJIOB MJIH TEPMHHOB. Xy CBEJIEeHHs ie
npunaaiexar Owmany Xepxeynunse, no Tefimypas DBarpatnoun
BKJIOUHJ HX B COUHHEHHE C IeJIbI0 ero o0oramieHuss HOBBIM
NPOCTPAHHBIM MaTepPHAJIOM, H NO3TOMY Mbl COWNH Iedecoo0pas-
HBIM HX ONyOJHKOBaHHE.

Counnenne Owmana  XepXeyinHji3e NPHBJEKIO BHHMAHHE
uccaenopareneil  eme B XIX BEKe. MaJtenbkast wacTb ero Gbiia
ony6aukoBana B 1832 r, B crarbe-C. JlomamBuiau noj HazBaHueMm
B rasere «Jlureparypuast uactb Tudaucckux Benomocreii» Ne3—
4. Tak Kkak B cTatbe He yKazaHo ums Owmana Xepxeyiuise, To
caenyer cunrath, uro C. JlefawBuam B TO BpeMsi elle He pac-
nojaraj cBeleHHsMH 06 aBTope counHeHHsi. Takoe HeBexeHue
B OTHOIIEHHH aBTOpa mpojo/xanocs a0 90-x romos XIX s,
K npumepy, B 1851 r. «llapctBoBanne Hpakaus Broporos-
BlepBble ObUIO  ONMYGJIIMKOBAHO HA PYCCKOM si3blKe B rasere
«Kaskas» B mepesone M. Jlonaesa-Marapckoro. B ero ke mepe-
BOAe u B Toii e rasere B 1854 r. Obuia onyGunKoBana uacTb
counHenust nox 3arnasueM «lOnocTh rpysmuckoro mnapsi Mpak-
aus  Broporo». Uyrts mosxe, B 1859 r., 3ty Xe crartbio
W. Ilonaep-Marapckuii Hameyaraj Ha TPY3HHCKOM si3blKe B
Kypuane «Iluckapu».

Ha Trpy3HHCKOM si3BIKE TIOJIHBIf TEKCT STOr0 COYHHEHHS
u3/laBajicsi ABa pasa. BnepBele oH Obl1 omy6aukoBan B 1854 r.
B IlerepGypre dasuzom UyGunamBuiau, B ocHOBY sToro usgaHus
Jersa pykonuchr E—66, Xxpansimasiess mblHe B Jlemuurpaze. drtor
e teker B 1913 r. Gbur Ges usMeneHuit mepeusnan 3. Ununnazase.
Bce rakxke, He ykasbiBas aBTopa, Gbl1a OmMyGJMKOBAaHA 4YacTh
counnenusi B xypHane «luckapu» B 1862 r. u B rasere «lBepus»
B 1886 r. M smwpb B 1890 r. B TOii 3Ke rasere «lBepusi» myGuu-
kyercst ouepk M. Jxkanamsuiau noi 3araasuem «Llaps Mpak-
auit», B kotropom BnepBble yKasbiBaercst uMsi aBropa — Omana
Xepxeysnnaze. Takum o06pasom, HECMOTPsi Ha TO YTO B LEJIOM
BCe couyuHeHuHe ObuIO omyGuuKoBaHOo euie B 1854 r., B rpysuH-
ckoii mpecce Janmwb K 90-M roxam XIX croserus BcTpedaioTcs
nepBble CBEJEHHSI O €ro aBTOpe.

Kpome Toro, cyuiecTByer H (hpaHIy3CKHII IepeBOJ] COUMHeHHs,
peimosnenusiit M. Bpocce, Kotopeiii uM ke Obll H3AaH B 1857
rofy. Ciexyer OTMETHTb, YTO 1O CPABHEHHIO C BBILIEYKA3aHHBIMH
H3JaHHSIMH, 3TO H3JlaHHE BBINOJHEHO Ha 6ojee BBICOKOM YDOBHE;
Hamp., B OTJIHYHE OT TPY3HHCKOTrO H3JaHHs, BO (PaHIy3CKOM
TOYHO yKasaHa pYKONHCb, KOTOpasi MOCAY¥KHJIAa OCHOBOH myO0-
sukanud. C NOMOWBIO H3yYeHHs JOWIEAIIHX JO HAaC PYKONHCEH.
HaM YAanoch YCTAHOBHTb, UTO B JAHHOM cJyyae peub HJIeT
o pykomucu S—3677, xpaHsiueiics HblHe B HHCTHTyTe PyKommuced
AH I'CCP. o
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B npeanaraemom musnannu B Texcre: «LlapcroBamms I/Il”‘,“,',p,J .
Jst BTOporo» McnpaBiieHbl  pefkMe XPOHOJOTHYeCKHe omnGKHE 0
4BTOpPA H B CHOCKAaX yKa3aHbl PAa3HOUTEHHSL.

B counnennn Owmana Xepxey/iHi3e B OCHOBHOM H3JIOXKeHa
neropusi Boctounoit I'pysiu, HO, yUHTHIBAsi OCOGEHHOCTH OMHCHI-
Baemoii snoxu (1722—1787 rr.), B HeM BcTpeuaercst u MarepHan:
no ucropuy 3ananuoii Ipysuu (Mmepernnckoro mapersa). Oman
Xepxey/iuase B CBOEM COUMHEHHH He VKAas3biBAeT HH ~OJHOTO
MHCLMEHHOTO  HCTOYHHKA, HO, O €ro JKe CJI0BaM. Bce (HakThl
OH  H3JOKHI {10 CBOeH COOGCTBEHHOI NAMSTH H 1O CBEIEHHSM
ZOCTOBEPHBIX  JUOJEH M COBPEMEHHHKOB Naps. 3aMeTHM TakKiKe,
UTO TIPH  COTIOCTABJIEHHH ; COOTBETCTBYIOUIHX, MAaTepHANOB CTa-
HOBHTCH  sicHbIM, yto OMan Xepxeyaumse XOpOIIO 3HAKOM
O COUMHEHUSIMH CBOHX .IpeJlIeCTBeHHHKOB — Cexuun Uxeugse u
IManynsr OpGesnanu %1 10Jb30BAJICH HX CBeACHHAMH BO BpeMsi
paGorhl.

Ha nporsxenun Bcero mnosecrBoBaHHs OMan Xepxey-
JHA3€ CTPOro CoGJHOJaeT XPOHOJIOTHUECKYIO T0C/Ie0BATEILHOCTD
HCTOPHUECKHX  COOBITHII M HECMOTPSI HAa HECKOJbKO CyXOil M
JIAKOHHUNBI  CTHIbL  NOBECTBOBAHHSI 0e3 JAaTHPOBKH OH He
YNOMHHAET NOYTH HH OXHOrO (akKra.

Oco6o crenyer orvernts ouuy HHTEPECHYIO  JeTalb: BO
Bropoii nososune XVIII B, B CBA3H ¢ ycuaennem Biabr Hpax-
amst 11, orpamnyMBanach He3aBHCHMOCTb IPySHHCKIX KPYNHBIX
¢eonanos. Tak Kkak B cosmasuiefics CHTYalHH OHH y¥Xe He
MOIVIH  TOJIOXKHTLCS  HA  NOCTOPOHHION  NOMOILb, NPOTHBHHKH
uaps BeIGpajan APYroil myTh GophGbl: OHH BHOBb BBIABHHYIH
Bonpoc o mpasax Myxpanckux bBarpatuonos ma Kapruniicknit
npectol. M3MeHHHKH uaps oGbeiHHHIHCDH BOKPYr  IlapeBuya
IMaaTer  (HesakommbIii  CHIH uaps Baxramra VI) u mavamu
FOTOBYTHCS K TOCYAapPCTBEHHOMy NEPEBOPOTY, Ho BCKOpe 06
STOM  CTallo M3BECTHO 1Lapio, M OH IKECTOKO HaKasaj BCex
YYaCTHHKOB ~ 3aroBopa. EcTecTBeHHO, 4TO Takoi BaKHBIY thakr
HE JIOJKeH ObLI  OCTAaBaTbCsl BHE BHUMAHUS aBTOpa, HO TeMm
HE MEHee B COUHHEHHH HHYEro 06 TOM He cKasaHo. TpyaHo
noBeputh, uto Owmany Xepxeyauase He GBI  H3BeCTeH = 5TOT
¢akr, Hano nonarats, uto B ganHOM Clyyae OH 10 KaKHM-TO
TpHYHHAM  COSHATENBHO 06 STOM yMaJuuBaeT. T0 MOKHO
JICTKO  IOHSTH, €CJIH  yYecTb, YTO IJIABHOH WEJbIO COUHHEHHS
GblIO onucanne NOGeAOHOCHOH MONHTHKH Hpakiust u ucumcienne
Bcex ero moGef Ha NOJNSIX cpaxkeHHH, a BBEIIICYIOMSIHY TEI 3aro-
BOp €O CBOHM ONMNO3HLHOHHBIM XapakTepoM Kasasoch Gbl He
OueHb MNOAXOAHJ AJIS TAKOTO COUHHEHHS.

Pasymeercst, Bce Bblueckasammoe mm B Koeff Mepe He
YMAJACT BAJKHOTO SHAUCHHS STOTO COUHHEHHS! KAK HCTOPHUECKOTO
ucrounnka. He cnenyer saGmBath M TOro, uto Mm He HMeeM B
PYyKax OopurHHasa. uTo a0 Gbl BO3MOMKHOCTH GOJiee TIIATENbHON
OLCHKH Bcex ero aocronners. «Llapcrsosanne Upakans Broporo»
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ABJISICTCST  JIOCTOBEPHBIM ~ UCTOYHHKOM [0 CONHANbHO-5KOHOMHUSS /
CKOii M mosuTHYeCKOl ncropun Bocrounoit TI'pysmn. B sToii: 31
Hal0 OTMETHTDb, 4TO Jaxke B TaKOM BaxKHOM HCTOPHYECKOM?!”
ucrounnke XVIII Bexke, kak «Hcropus T'pysuus Ilanynst OpGe-
JIMAHW, NOBECTBOBAHHE MpeKpamaercss Ha cobbtusx 1758 roga.
Hrtax, cpeim Apyrux aBTOPOB, ONHCHIBAIOUIHX ucropuio I'pysnn
¢ 1758 mo 1787 rr., cleayer oTAaTh  NpeANOuTeHHe Owmany
Xepxeyiinase, Kak COBPEMEHHHKY ONHMCHIBAEMBIX HM  COOBITHI,
TeM O0onee UTO ero IOBECTBOBAHHIO CBONCTBEHHA HCKJIOUH-
TeJbHask XPOHOJOTHYECKAsi TOUHOCTh.

O 60J1b1IOI  TOMYJSIPHOCTH  3TOTO COYMHEHHs CPEeAM TPY3HH-
CKOii  OGIeCTBEHHOCTH ~CBHJAETEJNBCTBYeT W TOT (AaKT. 4TO OHO
COXPAHUIOCH B 29 DYKONHCSX, TOTAA KAaK MBI He MOXKeM Ha3BaThb
HH  OJHOTO HCTOPHYECKOTO HCTOUHHWA TOrO BpeMeHH, KOTOpHIi
©bl1 Obl PACIPOCTPAHEH B CTO/MbL GOJBIIOM KOJHUECTBE.




OMAN KHERKHEULIDZE
THE REIGN OF EREKLE II

1 Summary

Oman Kherkheulidze is one of the best representatives of Ge-
orgian historiography of the 18th century. He authored the work
entitled ,The Reign of Erekle II“—an authentic source for the
'study of the political and socio—cultural life of Eastern Georgia
in 1722—1787.

As is known, Georgian historiography attained a hlgh level of
development at the turn of the 17th—I18th centuries in the so—
called ,period of revival“. The work of ,the committee of learned
men“, set up on the initiative of king Vakhtang VI, falls to the
same period. Kherkheulidze’s floruit is timed to approximatly the
same time. In Georgian scholarly literature data on this historian
are very scant. It is known only that at the court of Erekle II
Kherkheulidze held the office of lashkarnivisi, his duty being to
keep record of mercenary troops, their chiefs of the so—called ,mo-
rige« (dity troops). ‘.

The present writer has tried to fill this gap in Kherkheulidze’s
biography through the study of historical documents of the 18th-~
19th centuries. Early 19th century documents are relatively richer
in evidence. That Kherkheuludze was actively engaged at Erekle
II's court is atterted by materials preserved at the Centrlal State
Historical Archives (CSHA) of the GSSR, many of then being
Oman’s autographs. These are largely materials covering the 1778—
1802 period. Kherkeulidze’s personal seal has been preserved among
these dokuments.

One of the documents dating from 1803 (Kherkheulidze’s auto-
graph) shows that he had a brother Avtandil and sons: David and
Andria- His spouse Khoreshan is also mentioned. In this respect,
relatively richer evidence has been preserved in E. Veidenbaum’s
archive.

8. Lojobgy & Vgohmgdo 54 113



From 1801 Kherkheulidze was in the tsar’s service. Iﬁ\l8ﬁ/
he was appointed counsellor of the civil expedition. In sreport:l
submitted to P. Tsitsianov (1803), Kherkteulidze describes h o
mer post, assessing his income under the Georgian kings. Kher-
kheulindze’s scant biographical data are supplemented by one docu-
ment from the CSHA which says that he also had a step—-daugh-
ter married to Othar Amilakhvari’s son Agatonike.

Regrettably, the level of Kherkheulidze’s learning as a histo-
rian and writer has to be judged by his only surviving work. Un-
like the case of Papuna Orbeliani, no other specimens of his lite-
rary heritage have been preservéd.

»The Reign of Erekle 11« has come down to us in 29 manuscripts,
including fragments. Of theke 26 are preserved at the K. Kekelidze
Institute of Manuscripts, Acad. Sci. GSSR, one in the CSHA, and
the remaining two at the Leningrad Branch of the Institute of Ori-
ental Studies of the USSR Acad. Sci There is not a ringle auto-
graph among these MSS, all having been copied in the 19th cen-
tury.

None of the above MSS contains the date of writing=6f the
work. However, on the basis of a study of the document, the
approximate date can be determined in the following way: in
particular, towards the eud of the work we find a statement to the
effect that in the closing years of Erekle II's life the country suf-
fered a disaster: the invasion of Tbilisi by Agha—Mohamed— Khan.
By the author’s words, he had no time to describe that event. Thus,
it may be assumed that Kherkheulidze wrote his work around
1795. ®

On the basis of a study and comparison of the above MSS,
E—66 (preserved in Leningrad), designated A, was chosen as basic
for the present edition. The MS in question was copied for M.
Brosset by Simon Tabidze in Petersburg in 1838. An MS belon-
ging to Erekle Mukhranski served as the original.

In the present edition is also included another version of the
»Reign of Erekle I1¢, edited by Teimuraz Bagrationi. Preserved at
the Leningrad Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies, Acad.
Sci. USSR (call number E—30), the version constitutes the so—
called ,Smaller Kartlis Tskhovreba comprising the works of Sekh-
nia Chkheidze, Papuna Orbeliani, and Oman Kherkheulidze. The
MS was copied by Teimuraz Bagrationi in Petersburg in 1838. It
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should be noted that among the many other MSS this is the only5ym
one which has preserved the author’s name. In the course of"tﬁé””"”“
compilation of the work Temuraz Bagrationi suppelement the evi-
dence of the text with extensive material, in particular, with evi-
dence on Karim—Khan, on the relations of Erekle II with Gen.
Totleben, on the diplomatic activity of Gurgen Enakolopashvili,

and so on. This evidence does not belong to Kherkheulidze, but
Teimuraz Bagrationi included in the work in order to enlarge it
with new extensive material; hence it was found advisable to pub-

lish it here.

Kherkheulidzels” work claimed the attention of researchers al-
ready in the 19th century. A small part of it was published in
1832 in S. Dcdashvili’s article entitled ,The Reign of Erekle II«.
The article appeared in the ,Literary Part of the Tiflisskiye Vedo-
mosti“, No 3—4. Since Kherkheulidze is not mentioned in the
article, it should be assumed that at the time of its publication
Dodashvili had no information about the author of the work. This
ignorarce regarding the author continued up to thé*1890. Thus, in
1851 ,The Reign of Erekle 11 was published for the first time in
Russian in the newspaper ,Kavkaz¢ in 1. Dodaev—Magarski’s trans-
lation. In 1854 the same paper published part of the work, done
by the same translator, under the title ,The Youth of the Geor-
gian King Erekle II“. Somewhat later (in 1859) I. Dodaev— Ma-
garski published the same article in Georgian, in the magazine
,,Tsiskari“.

The complete text of the work was published in Georgian twi-
ce. Firts it was published by David Chubinashvili in Petersburg.
The edition was based on MS E—66, now preserved in Leningrad.
In 1913, the same text was reprinted without alterations by Z.
Chichinadze. Part of the work was published—without indicating
the author—in 1862, in ,Tsiskari“, and in 1886 in the newspaper
»lveria“. Only in 1890 the same ,Iveria“ carried M. Janashvili’s
essay entitled ,King Erekle“ in which the name of the arthor—
Oman Kherkheulidze—was indicated for the firts time. Thus, alt-
hough the entire work was published back in 1954, the first refe-
rences to its author in the Georgian press appeared only in the
1890.

In addition, there exists M. Brosset’s translation of the work
into Franch, published by him in 1857. It should be noted that,
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in comparison with the above editions, Brosset’s edition was Ltcjne,(// /
at a higher level, thus, ualike the Georgian edition, its Franch..
counterpart gives a precise indication of the MS that served ag:%He!
basis for the publication. On the basis of a study of the extant
MSS, the present writer has concluded that in the present case it
refers to MS S—3677, now preserved at the Institute of Manus-
cripts, Acad. Sci. GSSR.

In the present edition of the text of ,The Reign of Erekle 11«
the author’s rare chronological errors are corrected, und variant
readings are indicated in the footnotes. :

Kherkheulidze’s work largely deals with the history of Eastern
Georgia. However, bearing in ming the .specificities of the period
under description (1722—1787), materfal also occurs in it on the
history of Western Georgia (the Kingdom of Imereti) In his work
Kherkheulidze does not indicate any written source but, by his own
words, he set forth all the facts from his own memory and accor-
ding to the evidence of trustworthy men and contemporaries of the
king. Note also that a comparison of relevant materials shows that
Kherkheulidze was well—acquainted with the works ‘of his predece-
ssors: Sekhnia Chkheidze and Papuna Orbeliani, and used their
evidence in his work.

Throughout the story, Kherkheulidze stricly adheres to the
chronological sequence of historical events and, notwithstanding
the somewhat dry and laconic style of the narration, he never
omits reference to the date of the fact under discussion.

One interesting detail should be noted specially: in connection
with the strengthening of Erekle II's rule in th2 second half of th
18th independence of great Georgian landowners was being restrtce
ted. Inasmuch as in the obtaining situation they could no longer-
count on external help, the king’s opponents chose a different way
of struggle: they again advanced the question of the claims of
Mukhrani Bagrationis to the Kartlian throne. The traitors rallied
to Prince Paata (natural son of king Vakhtang VI) and began pre-
parations for a coup d’etat, but soon his came to the king’s know-
ledge and all the participants of the plot were severely punished.
Naturally, such an important fact could not have escaped the aut-
hor’s attention; however, no reference is made to it in the work.
It is inconceivable that Kherkheulidze was unaware of the fact,
but presumably for some reason or other he consciously passed it
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over in silence. This can be easily accouted for if it is borﬁeﬂ/ "
mind that the main purpose of his work was to describe Erekle’s
triumphant policy and to list all his victories on the battle—fields,
whereas the above plot—oppositional in character—would not seem
to suit such a work.

Of course, the foregoing does not detract in any way from
significance of the work as an historical source. Nor should we
overlook the absence of the original which would have enabled a
better assessment of its marits. ,The Reign of Erekle II¢ is a re-
liable source for the socio—economic and political history of Eas-
tern Georgia. In this.connection it should be noted that in such
an important 18th cenf{n‘y historical source as is Papuna Orbeliani’s
»History of Georgia“ the narration endes with the enents of 1758.
Therefore, among the other authors decsribing Georgian history
from 1758 to 1787 inclusive, preference should be given to Oman
Kherkheulidze as a contemporary of the events he describes, the
more so as his narration is characterized by singular chronological
precision. <1

The great popularity of the work in question with the Geor-
gian public is attested by the fact that it has come down in 29
MSS, while we cannot name any other historical work of that pe-
riod to have been current in such a large number.
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