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PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN BP AND THE GEORGIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
HERITAGE PROTECTION AND PUBLIC BENEFIT

The Georgian National Museum (GNM) is a complex of ten museums and two research institutes. Together they con-
stitute a rich network devoted to the fine arts, archaeology, ethnography, and natural history. The present legal status
of the GNM was created by presidential decree in December 2004, but its oldest constituent member was established
as early as 1852.

The GNM acts as a research base and centre for scholarly excellence. Its mission is to uphold the highest standards of
research, conservation and presentation of Georgia's cultural and natural heritage; to increase public involvement; to
maintain an effective organizational structure; and to ensure the sustainability of the institution. One way in which
the GNM hopes to accomplish these goals is through constructive collaboration with other cultural, educational, and
research institutions as well as with the private sector.

The GNM'’s highest aim, however, is to play a major role in the cultural life of the country and to present Georgia’s rich
heritage to a wide audience through exhibitions, educational programmes, and publication.

BP is one of the largest energy companies in the world, and its local representatives at BP Georgia have been excep-
tional partners of the GNM. The present publication is the fruit of collaboration between BP Georgia and the GNM. It
includes studies resulting from the Rescue Archaeology Programme sponsored by BP and its partners as part of their
efforts to protect the cultural resources discovered during the construction of the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) and the
adjacent South Caucasus pipelines. These activities took place in 2000-05 and were carried out by the Otar Lordkipan-
idze Archaeological Research Centre of the GNM.

The Rescue Archaeology Programme represents one of the most significant commitments to cultural heritage ever
made by an international pipeline project. It met both the highest international requirements and BP’s own internal
standards for environmental and cultural protection. This approach provided a useful life-line to Georgian archaeolo-
gists, and opened the door to new projects after the difficult period of the 1990s.

Cooperation between BP Georgia and the GNM goes far beyond sponsoring fieldwork at the archaeological sites
identified during the construction process. The responsibility of BP and its partners extended over the whole cycle of
work: survey archaeology, field and laboratory work, the conservation and storage of the objects, and the presenta-
tion of the results through exhibitions, publication, and various media. In addition, the GNM has, with the support
of BP Georgia and its partners, implemented the following: the construction of an auditorium; research on and the
conservation of the site of Dmanisi; the establishment of a conservation laboratory at the Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia; the professional development of Georgian archaeologists; the publication of catalogues, etc.

The collaboration between these two leading institutions, BP Georgia and the GNM, is a prime example of public-
private partnership. The special significance of these relationships is a fruitful cooperation that is beneficial for the
whole community. Here the economy, culture, and public policy are united in a single endeavour.

NN
David Lordkipanidze
General Director, Georgian National Museum
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BP AND ITS PARTNERS'
CONTRIBUTION TO CULTURAL HERITAGE
PROTECTION IN GEORGIA

BP in Georgia has played an important part in the discovery and preservation of Georgia’s historical and
cultural heritage, and in particular Georgia’s archaeological heritage. The oil company has been responsible,
in partnership with other companies, for the construction and management of oil and gas pipelines that run
through Georgia. There are three major pipelines operated by BP in Georgia: the Baku-Supsa oil pipeline, which
carries oil from the Caspian to the Black Sea, and in particular to the Supsa terminal; the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan
oil pipeline, which runs from Azerbaijan to Turkey via Georgia and links the Caspian to the Mediterranean;
and the South Caucasian pipeline, through which Georgia and Turkey are supplied with oil from Azerbaijan.

Thanks to archaeological excavations initiated by BP and its parthners a number of remarkable sites and
remarkable finds have been discovered, studied, and put on display in museums for the general public to en-
joy. As a result of BP's support and archaeological intervention, many archaeological heritage sites of several
periods have been saved from destruction. It is especially important for Georgia that this partnership should
continue, for it will be extremely beneficial for future research, and for the support of the cultural heritage of
Georgia, and especially its archaeological aspects.

The present publication is concerned with archaeological finds made during the construction of two of
these pipelines. Together they constituted one of the most important international projects ever carried out
on Georgian territory, namely, the construction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline led by BP in Georgia. Stra-
tegic measures with regard the cultural heritage taken by the company in the construction project played an
important role in making possible a series of fascinating new discoveries.

The Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the South Caucasian gas pipeline run parallel to each other, and
their construction was carried out almost simultaneously in 2003-2006. The length of the BTC pipeline from
Baku to Ceyhan is 1760 km, and 249 km runs through Georgia. From Azerbaijan the pipeline enters Georgia
at the village of Jandara in Gardabani district, approaches the town of Rustavi, crosses Marneuli district and
Tetritskaro, Tsalka, then Borjomi, Akhaltsikhe and Adigeni districts, and at the town of Vale enters Turkish ter-
ritory. These regions have long been known for their historical and cultural importance, and pipeline runs
through the territories of historical Kvemo Kartli, Samshvilde, Bedeni Plateau, Trialeti, Tori and Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti.

Naturally, the problem of protecting the cultural heritage was very pressing for a country like Georgia
with its ancient roots and rich historical past. For this it was the subject of debate among foreign and Georgian
researchers from the initial stages of the construction project. Conscious of its status as a company of mod-
ern international standards, BP took on the commitment of protecting any archaeological and architectural
monuments that might present themselves in the course of construction or operation of the pipelines. The
construction project should not be the cause of the destruction of historical sites, and the company provided
a complete guarantee, in the form of both specialist and financial support, of the cultural heritage protection
programme.

BP's approach to archaeological sites meets not only currently recognized standards, but also Georgian
and international legislation in the area of cultural heritage. It was consequently agreed that wherever pos-
sible, the company would try to leave a site below ground in situ and by-pass it rather than excavate it. During
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the planning process, the presence of archaeological sites and architectural monuments became the reason
for the diversion of the pipeline route in Samshvilde and Trialeti. In traversing the woods at Tetritskaro the
route had to be altered several times in order not to damage ancient settlements; it was also diverted from
the Nadarbazevi architectural complex; in Trialeti, Bronze Age sites caused the pipeline route to be redirected
from the originally selected areas. In places where it was impossible to alter the route for technical reasons
(landscape, ecology, local population centres, etc.) they planned archaeological excavations. These were car-
ried out in Samshvilde, Trialeti and Samtskhe before construction began. Georgian specialists revealed and
investigated several especially significant archaeological sites of different historical periods.

The route of the pipeline was thus determined and seemed to be free of visible archaeological sites.
This ought to have been the end of the Cultural Heritage Programme, but an abundance of signs pointing to
archaeological sites in areas adjacent to the selected route made it inevitable that there should be constant
archaeological monitoring during the construction process. This was in fact when the most significant ar-
chaeological discoveries were made. The construction of the pipeline gave Georgian archaeologists a chance
to reveal and investigate previously unknown sites and bring to light archaeological cultures spread across
vast areas. Anyone who has had some kind of contact with archaeology or with cultural heritage in general,
knows how informative has been the detailed study of the territory in question, this piece of ground 249 km
long and 50 m wide that unites the eastern and southern provinces of Georgia.

While building the pipeline about 300 new cultural heritage sites, previously unknown to scientific cir-
cles, were recovered. Most of them were unique for both their scientific value and their geographical and
landscape situation. The pipeline goes through swampy areas, sub-alpine and alpine zones as well as grassy
meadows; it crosses rivers and passes. Previously, these areas were inaccessible to scholars who in many cases
could not even have imagined the presence of an archaeological site in a particular landscape environment.
About 70 archaeological sites were excavated and studied by Georgian archaeologists. There was no pat-
tern to the way in which sites occurred. For instance, Gardabani district did not reveal a single site; nor was
Marneuli district especially abundant, but the pipeline route from Tetritskaro to the Turkish border appeared
to be a chain of archaeological sites.

Georgian archaeologists showed incredible professionalism and stamina; sometimes the expeditions
had to work in frost, rain, strong wind and scorching heat. It was impossible to delay excavations and wait for
convenient weather because of the strict routine and pace of building. Engineers were well aware of the areas
confined with red and white tape and the warning signs “Archaeological Site”, which indicated that nobody
was allowed to even touch the ground here until the archaeological excavations were complete and the
leader of the expedition had officially signed the site off to the pipeline builders.

The sites studied within the framework of the BTC Cultural Heritage Programme can be divided as fol-
lows: Early Bronze Age burials, Middle Bronze Age settlements and burial mounds, Late Bronze Age burial
complexes, an Eneolithic-Bronze Age settlement with a dugout dwelling and burials, an Iron Age settlement,
a settlement and burials of the Classical period, an Early Medieval cemetery (of which about 100 graves were
excavated) and pre-Christian burials, a complex of Medieval wine cellars, a Medieval aqueduct which sup-
plied the Akhaltsikhe fortress with water, remains of a Medieval monastery in the village of Tsikhisjvari, and
more. There were also complex multi-strata and multi-component sites of various periods and with various
purposes. For example, the site excavated at Tetritskaro contained remains of Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age
settlements, a dugout residence of the Middle Bronze Age and late Bronze Age household pits, and a hearth
of the same period. Another interesting archaeological site excavated in Borjomi district contained Roman
period burials (quite unusual for this region). These archaeological sites that have barely survived have now
been studied to the degree that it is possible to define their stratigraphy, date, extent, nature and function.

The range of the various archaeological cultures spread over the 249 km section of the pipeline is amply
demonstrated by the diverse archaeological material that includes: pottery, bronze ritual and everyday items,
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jewellery, including beads of various kinds, finger rings, bracelets, and earrings, architectural details, and coins
of different periods.

The company’s archaeological responsibilities were not limited to excavation alone. When the excavated
material was taken from the regions to Thilisi, BP with its partners organized restoration and comprehensive
laboratory research of the artefacts. This involved specialists in such areas as anthropology, palaeozoology,
palaeobotany, palinology and traceology. Photographic documentation and drawings of archaeological sites
and material were prepared. The results of laboratory studies allow us to restore aspects of everyday life in
the remote past, such as the way of life (livestock breeding, transhumance, farming, etc.), diet, life expect-
ancy, types and distribution patterns of disease, gender correlation, or birth and death. This type of analysis
revealed many interesting facts about, for example, the climate in antiquity, changes in landscape, and the
distribution of particular plants. All these enable us to reconstruct the remote past. All the recovered sites
have been recorded in a GIS (Geographical Information System) database.

The company continues to have close cooperation with the O. Lordkipanidze Archaeological Centre of
the Georgian National Museum. This involves the display, in Thilisi and regional museums of Georgia, of ar-
chaeological material recovered during the construction of the pipelines, and their publication in specialist
journals. The present collection of articles is a impressive example of this practice.
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1941 Byl gb0bs, abEmEnnbs s oG gMnsmu@o 3Bl 0bbEG 0@ 0w©sb (30m3g asdmysgl
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Brmoob LadoMmggmmb dg(360gMgdsmes o30w9300b 03. Rgogob0dgz0mal bsb. abGmMoal, séJgmem-
300b @ gmbmgmognnlb 0bbGnG G gbmws. abGmEMnnl abLEGNGYEGL ,g6033obogsb™ asdmymeabisls
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bogomnggmmb &gMoGmmnsdg 3Magmoss 30dmbgbamo 3305636M0bxom-sMgM3060L 3gMom-
ol s dgmemmangMo dgamgdo — bodmbobmmgdo, Lsdsmgbgdo, Ladmmsggmmgda, dg@omuMan-
M0 8 39630 3mmo BoM3mgdal badmgdo. 83 3gMomeol dgamgdo smbybbamoa ©s bobammdmog
3000bMom-35dm 33 gnmos: dows JoMmmdon, (396@MommGo 3533560mbal LadbMgo jommady, ng-
0L s 9Mog30b bgmdgddn, J393m Jofmmmdn, dgbbgm-go35bgman, 3obgmdo, 3mmbgcmda, b3sbgmdoa,
ogado o 5.9.

330063M0bgom-s0MgM 3060L 3gMommnlb dbbgomo ©sbsobmgds, Mmdgmoag 3MmEGmdomsdmo
&030b obobemgdsalb 3g03L, sedmhgbomas mdaemabmsb, @omddn — oM gmo gm@gda“. dobo oM Jgm-
Mma 0o 350bMgd0 mgbsg 30dbsmgmdl.

Jomggmas s gmemmagdds aoM339mbomow 65638 9dob dosmbagl M 3060l dg@omuManals
dgbbogmabosl, bogosmnggmmb &gmo@mmasbyg 6 3060l Bom8mgdal sbygds sGdgmmmaommo dmbs-
(39890800 bogydzgmbg d3.6. XIV b-056 Aobl, bmem dobo gofmmme sm30bgds d3.6. IX b-ob ngomog-
©48s. bagoGmggmmb @ gmo@mmasbg o8 3gmamob M 30bol bomdmgdal sbgmmmdom goddons gedmg-
mgboo, (30606 3odmbabmda Jumal, bogdol s dobynmal bLoboo. gl s gysddgdo s0dgm-
mmao®a@ 5dmbgbamos — domm®do, bogzbnsbdn, @g3dn, IgMbgmemado, dMamda s Lbs. d3.6.
VIHI-VIE BL. 0obagmgo bogo®omnggmmb séjgmmmaom@ow dgbBagmoae dgamgddy 0owab@negdy-
0o M3060L Lobmgmm-bsdgyMmbyg s Lamdsmn nofMamgdol bLomzaMo LodMagmy [ob. XaxyTanweunm
1987].

3mabogn® g3mdeda dggmo bojomggmmb &gMmo@mEmnsdg 3mmo@ngnco 3gagdmbmds 3mmbg-
»abs ©s 0dgMnnl (JoMomal) badgymgdds dmadmgglb (mMogg gb bodgmm dgmdbym-Mmmdaymo s
Joogmo bgMommdomn Byasmmgdom 3oMgsm sGab (36mdaemn), Gmdgmos sanmbes s baggmdzgem-
bg 6o®3m0gdbs gfmasba bobgm3bogm — bajsMoggmm.

RESCUE ARCHAEOLOGY IN GEORGIA: BAKU-TBILISI-CEYHAN SOUTH CAUCASIAN PIPELINES 31



390 3odyMgenadg

LEmEgE 3mabogyco gdmdal o3 Ladggmoms dgbBagmal Logdgdo Jommggmas sMdgmmmagdds
d0omboglb goM33999em bomo@qdgdl. pmgbomgmdom s dgmmmaonman dgbbagmamoas Jommmm o
396 dbgyem Bysmmgddn sMegmmabal ogodboMgdamao badomasgedgda, 39dme: d3bgma-s03sb(30-
bg [0b. 9g0J0dg, amdgxndzoma, 3omsebrady, mmdmamadg 1955], 6oL s gobo, nxmabzobyg, dogabo,
Lo 30bg, IMmEa30bn, dogdgnbms, sg3batimbn s Lb3. 83539 3gMommal dgamgdos — badswmm, (30bos-
amMo, 3060, 9dgMa, Jmdamgmo-goggbstn, bonmbg, badmGJom, bmbydo-amb3nmas, mhsdhomyg oo
bbg. 93 s Jgmmmao@o dgamgdab 1398 gbmdslb NEMmds6nds(300bsmz0L sdsbsbnsmgdgmo 60dbgdo
5430,. 390dmE, M83005(3300m0 3gmgdo, 53Mm3mmoabo, 3M5doG 0o 3sEsbYMMmo s mmoamo Jzom
boggdo LodmasEMgdMngn s bsgymE@m dgbmdgdo, 5856mgda [ab. mmGmjogsbadg 2002; Lordkipa-
nidze 1991; a03yMgemadg 2002; g03ycgmadg, BoMsbamsgs, yngznsba 2005; Braund 1994].

Jomggmo st dgmmmagdal 3Mogsmbemnsbo doemabbdgznm dg@mdbam-Mmmdsmmoa byMommdoomn
bgommgdal 3membgmo go3mAbos MmamE(3 MgamMa d399sobs magabo bLobgmdbogmgdMomdaom, 3ob-
30056930 306503mddggdom, Jomsdgdom, dMegemdbmoga bgmmbby®a Boscdmagdoom, bomdsmon
noMsmgdom, mo30bgdMa 39Ms30300, GMMg3E 0300, mdMmdggommdbom, dmbg@gdom, stdodgd-
GFom ©s Lbg.

bgdmo bablbgbgdo s gmmmagom@o dgamgdnsb 3mdmabsamg o guod@gde dofomem Bystmm
0430 bagdomggmmb abBmMoal abgoo doMggmbamabbmgsbo Ladgsbogfm bsgombgdal dgbbogemon-
Lo, BmgmEazos @ Joggm-3mabognco 3gMommal Ladommggmmb Labmgommgdol bLEMG g o-
(309, LOAMLObEMgdalb s Jomadgdol GmImmmaoy@-gubionma 3mobognzszas, bogsgtm-g3m-
bmBognMo s NGO YOHMN0gHNMgdo go6g Lodysmmbmsb, bgmmbbyma Bomdmgds, dnbsm-
dmddggds, Bmoeo dodmd(3939, 0gMEmmans, bgmmgbgdol 6n034dgdol 33mg3s, 5O 0@ gdGncs
Lbg.

bogofmazgmmb dgs bogm 369900l oG Jgmmmaon®a dgamgdo bbgs 3gGomeol dgamgdmaeb dgwoes-
95000 NROM IM535m0d. JoMmggmds s dgmemmaqdds dgobbogmgl 34 bow3mbggdol badsmsotg-
30, babmgmsmagdo, (30b9b0dsgcgqd0, bo@dmgdal 6sdmgda, bsgmmE™ byMmmdmdmamgds, bambys-
30 5 LaboGomMymo bobBgdgda. 30dnboMgmdl 3Mb3MgE MmO 5B gRsdGgonl 33mggs — 39Madngys,
mommbo, Jobs, bod joymo, nofmomon, 64130B3sG 03 Mo dobams s bbg. [ab. mm3msmandg 1977].

a5bgmo Loy 360b 60-70-006 Brgdnsb dmymegdnmo gommm baggmyg 33mgz0mo badydomgda
30300065MgmdL o Loy gMbggdal s gmmmann® dgamgddyg: mdomalbdn, Mybmagdo, Mromdsda,
3960306930, g0bzomdn, bmgg. 30bMgm3d0, bmgs. Fmabda@dn (3560 H-6), dsmoagdn, ©ds60bdn, sbsem-
Jomogdo (gogobgmal M-6), a035bdn, mgmsgdn, gmmdo (3omosbBmdalb Gdobmsb) s Lbg. amdgm-
333 (396039990 30 dgmmmao®o oM@ gBed@ ool 3md3mgdbn&a dgbbogms. 39Mdme, 396530 30b,
mdOmb s gg@bmal Lod ommgdal, GmMgz@ngolb bodwdgdol, 3060b 65656al, dgosmamgdal,
Loddgbgdemm Fobomgdal s 3MBLEMNI(30900L, gmad3GognHn, bydabsGnHn s bbgs Badndgdal
33@3J3°-

s ggmemmanab (3968 0b, bogoGmggmmb 3emsbo 3m&a o 3o bom 3mbggdob 3gGamodo dmdwds-
39 39(36096 056533Mm3gmmoms badg(360gHm boddnsbmdals doMomsan dobsoba s bogsbas:

1. Ladommzgmmb &gmo@mmosdg smd8mBgbama 3mabognmo s 3 bagy 36980l s dgmemaon
dgamms LG 0bE 0 HM-Gadmmmaomo 3mobogozszns.

2. oMdgmmmann® MG gRodGMe Godmmmanna dgbbogmes.

3. domagmasfgdm (GrmEs, onbs, 3em0dsd o, bemgalb GHmebbamgbos s bbg.) 3mabo3n& s sMg-

3o by 399699330 86 dgmmmaona dmbs(398980b dnbgozno.

4. 3mmo@magbgbo — bogommnggmmb @gMoGmmnsdg Labgmadbogmgdmomdal Rsdmysmndgds-gs6-
30m067960lL bsgombgdo sGdgmmmmaom@n dmbs(39d930L dnbgwznm.
5. bLogofmmggmmb §gMo@mmosdg 3maobognmo s sy dgms Langnbggdol g3mdal bmzosmn&o

LEOGOGNZd(300L 33mmg3e v Jgmmmanna dmbs(398950L dobgzao.
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11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.

32.
33.
34,

35.

36.
37.

LogdoMmggmmda stdgmmmaoolb gobgomomgdal abGmGnowsb

0b6@ g ab303mabsfmamao 33mg30L 3gmmEgdal aodmyqbgds 3emsobo 3m&a s 3o bayy396ggdals
st dgmmmannMo dobomol 0bBgm3mg@osnobsmgals.

bogomnggmmb 3mabogm&o @s dgs Loy 3Mbggdab s dgmemmaono dgamgdob 3oM@mamogoty-
35 5 BYLEG 3MMEENBEG ol gobbodmgMs.

LodaMmbms 5mbagmdal, G 03ab, badsMbgmma 3m33mgdLbgdal sbomobal; @s 3Mdomgal babob oo
Bo@omal 3gmgge 3mmabogn®o s sMg dgs Loy 3nbggdolb Ladomggmmb sGggmmmanno
dmbs(398960L dobggno.

M66560D30b g969D0bob 3GIMEmMgdgdal 33mg3e.

. 3eabogMo s dns bow 31bggdob bogomggmmb dmmadngn®-g3mbmdozna bG M J&negdal

33930 oM dgmmmanmo mgommsbgwmzno.

bgmmbbyMo Bomdmgdal 33mg39; mommbab, 3960580 30L, 3abals, Jbmazamal, &ysz0l LobsGdmy-
do.

3546mdob babosmal; aDgd0b, bogdal, goababgmgmgdals, bodmgem s Ladabstm abgdal,
Lo@MabDaG™ Fogob@Mamal 33mage.

LoGMIBLIMEMEBM Ladgzomgdgdals 33emg3s (Lobdgmgom, Labmazom, badwnbsmm s bbg.).

LodmMbgBm d0dmg(3930L s 3ogMmdal 33emgge.

©9gdmamogonmo bodmo305 s dmbabmgmdols ogMaz00l 33emgge oM dgmmmaano dmbs39dg-
b0l dobggzoo.

Lodmbabmmms gobmsoggdal bobosmon ©s Goda.

boggdmdoms ImMgmmmans s 39335M500b mo30b9dMgd900.

Lodmbabmmms bLosddgbgdemmm dobamgdals (43, by, smoDo, sano, 3Msd0d0) s 3dgbgdemmdal
&9dbogob g3erg3e-

9m0gyob dobgogom, bLadmbobmmms dgosmgdomo sbsmado.

3mabogn®o o dgs bogyzmbggdal badsMomggmmb Jomadqgdol g9a3s6gdal s G Jodqd@ncal
33Xa3°-

3abogn@o s Ins bom 3mbggdob LodgnE@bgm nsGomgdol 33mg3s.

d30Mg 3mobBogol 33mygo.

3obogn®o o sMg 3 bLow3nbggdolb sanmmdMogo s YbmyGa Gomab (s3gmmgdal &on-
3MERma0YMo) 33g3e-

3eobogg®o boggnbygdolb m®gz&egob j3erg3e-

3abogn®o bay3nbggdol GgMs3mEgdal 60dydgdals 33mgae.

dogms 30sbo s Boomgmems 3nsbo 396080 30b 33maae.

3oy 3Mo dmbs(393900L 33mggo.

badgogergdel gegge-
0d9M0o-3membgomol OmngMomdgdol 33mg3e 56@)039M s 0Msbyem Lodysmmbmab (dgMdbeymo,

5493960 nM0, 3mbG ML, dmbgmmal, semdsbymMa, 3smmmemon, Mmdsnmo, babsbymn s Lb3.).
Logomnggemmdn sdmbgbamo 3mabogmco s dms Loy 3nbggdab bmyca boBamdol 33emage.
0dgM0s-3mmbgomo dobemmdgmo smdmbogmgmal s 3ogzoboolb sfdgmmmaon® 3nmEntoms
Lob@gdada.

do@gMosmao 3mEncab aobgomamgdol @absdogs 3mabogm®o s sMg 3 by zmbggdals
LogoGmggmmdo.

Jomadolb 93mbm3ogmco Moasznal @mbg babmgmm obobmgdqgdmasb dodsmmgdada.

Lombysgo bob@gdgdal 33mage.

@My 3ms by 369930l bogomnggmmb YHM0gMcmmdgdal 33mg3s asmg badysmmbmsb (dnbsb-
803, 061560, 3obemdgmo sm3mbagmagma, hfommgo dogodmgobdamgma, g3Gim3s).
dg0aamgdabs s bogm®Engnzszom boggdmdgdol sMdgmmmann@o 33mag3e.

Jomadabs @s bmgmob msegosgomo bob@gdgdol HMmogOmdndstomgdomo 33mags.
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38. JM0obGnsbymo 3nmEMab 396gbabo bogemggmmda sGdgmmmaonmo 3mbs(3939dal dabgeo-
300.
39. 4M0bGnsbyma g3mdal M Jgmmmao@o 3mbs(3939d0 Lodomggmmao.
40. BgMommdomo Bystmgdal s s ggmemmanm®o 3mbs(39d9d0b Hmogmomdgrgdgds.
41. LogMomyMo boggdmdgdol s M@ gusd@gdol 33magze 3mobognmo Lominbggdalb Lojotmgg-
mmdo.
doMoma@a 53, s 303 bbgs, by3zmgsza bsgombgdalb Bobgogom G Jgmemmanal (396&do d4)-
do3009ds 3m393mmo g3mdol LadeMmgzggmmb sfdgmmmanal 3onbomymno 3Mmdmgdgdo. Dgdmom
Rodmmgmoamn 3Mmdmgds@ogs domam 33609 mm mbgdy, mebsdgnmsg dgmmuomemmannm 0 3-
3@ J3°-
dmB0basgg dgommmemanol dobgogom o®Egaod@gdn dgn(39396 8mba(3939dL Dmaswsw dzgmn
LodmgdEMgdgdal bm30¢3gd0b S FMEEGNEON-93mbmIognmo Lob@gdgdol dgbobgd. séjgmmm-
309960 dmbs(393980L gEMI(3006M0 BgomEom 3530gM3s s 356 3390 303mmgby&o Imbodmg-
3960 bomdo@gdemo 33mg3z0b babobosmos.

Loymaggmmoma (36mdomos, Hm3 bbgosbbgs JOmbmmmaonmo dmbs3zzgmals 3m@neam gg-
6ol obmgal sdsbobnosmgdgma L3gzoxkngnGa Joboboscmgdmgda goshbas. dgbogM-scdgmmmads

b g6 330mb qbs o4y 0l 5O GRG0 96 oM B BB JMI3mgdLo BmamE s@3mAbos 53 Jym-
GO §9bsdn s Hmamn ngm babso dobo gbdz0s bogHom 3mb@G gL 0. Lagmmm gMcmnsbo

Lm0l dgbegdbgmaw 360336gmmmzgabns bLabdMmbama dgamgdal, 406 339990 abG MM o= 3me-
GO s gamgdab 3obgogom, gMmmdmngo sMdgmmmaoymo dgbBsgms. dogmoa sGgmemmmanm®o
dmbas(3939060, B0bsolbbaM, 3063390 Jombgamnl dobgmzom, ¢bos 3mddswal bGsEGNLEN3NM-EG0-
3mmann®o ©s LobGgdnM-bEMYJGNONmo sbomadabsmgal. gb d9dwgy, go(30mgdoo gosswza-
b, s dgmmmannMo 33mag30L 3os35M0 3obbal, Jo@gMasme® dmbs39dgddo sbobmmon obGmn-
M- 3 GOmo 3Gm396980b 396mbDMBngMgdoms g3mbLE MY d(300L.

a0bbo FHNMgdmo yuMomgds ybws 3094(39L oM dgmmmanyma dmbas39dgdals LG M &M
-&03mmmanno dgommom sbsmadl s Lobgd N, MebdndwgzMym smbgMol, Moy 93MmMdatgde-
05 Imbnbogg sMdgmmmann® ©obgbgdymgdgddo. o3 dgommeogzady ©bos dmbrogl domosbow go-
obgmo. 3M&9x9d@9d0L smbgmabal bLogomma: 1. s gxod&ob dyYbEn 3mmEnbsdo s bogHom
GM3maMogns. 2. 5MBgB598gdal mMogb@s(30s 564y doma s@bgMs 3sd gHmbsnto 3mba(3000056;
Bm3gdab, agmdg@Monmo gm@m3gdolb, 93 3mmmdolb 3mabodg@mnal, 3mmmmndg@mom asbbodem-
360990 Bgeol, dmMPmmmaoy@o dobosbosmgdmoal, 30390900l gdbmemmanal, oymmdal s
Lbg. dmbos(393900. 3. MG gBoJGOL OB gb(305(305 b4y (39m3gMmo Lyadgb@ b (3om3g Jmmabogo-
39(300. 4. Im3g36m 9&o3dg 35bnbodmgMgds — MG R 9d0L GodmmmaoyMo gzmmyy309; bob-
JOmbymo Godmmmaon®o xanRgdo; sMGn0JEJo0lL FNmEONm Bgbsbmsb dodotmmgds; sM@g-
35d&go0l Badmmmaools dobgzom (3om3gmmo Gm3mamgmmmao®o sgomgdal gsdmymaes o
Lbg.

s ggmemmanal (396@M0b 39(36096M-006533(1MTgmmos doemalbbdggol dmbammmebgmo dgogan ng-
69ds LadoMmggmmb st dgmmmaool IMsgomBmadgymab, bojoBmggmmb sGdgmmmaon@ dgamoms
bbb, LodoMmnggmmb st dgmemmanyMo 5@ mobab, dndmomamogoymo (36mdstgdals, sGJgmenm-
309960 3G 9% 9d0L gmgd@mmbyma bLadngdm bab@gdgdal 39dbs; ,dorommal (3bmzcgdal Gm-
3mafdgmmmaonmo mgdboimbob® dgoaqgbe.

M dgmmmann@o 94390030980 SbMEM(309m9dgb boggma-s@dgmemmann® 33mmggel bodoMmgg-
@mb doge GgMo@mMosdyg, Mams smdmahnbmb s dgobbogmmb sbsma s@dgmemmanna dgamgda
= Ladmbabmmgdo, Lagm®Eognzszom s LagMmE™ boggdmdgda, bLodsmmzbgdn, 3g@omuManmmn
©d 396edogemo bomdmgdol 396 9d0, bgmmgzbgdals ¢bogsmmEo bodydgda. d9d¢daggdmmos oG gm-
mmann@ dgamos 33mg39-dogdal sbamo 3G 3gmo 3MmaMmads. 3obbs3mmgdamo yymoemgds b-
5 30794(39L obom3d9b5mmd9ddg baggma-aosmbgbom Ladmdomgdl.
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LogdoMmggmmda stdgmmmaoolb gobgomomgdal abGmGnowsb

Mo, oMo dogsbodolb sMjgmmmanol (39680l Ladg3bngMm Loddm asbobomogl sbaem Lady(s-
bogm 30BbgdL s 3mgd@qol. deybagl, ®ma dgddbsls 3mb 3@ gb@batmasbn gomgdm bayyzgogbm
36mgd@9d0b s sbamo n@gqdol asbbobmm(30gmgdma. LadgzbogMm Ladgmby gobobomsogzgb wo
356boDM3M0396 (39m 3gMmo ganxgdab bodgbogmm 33mgz00 3EMaMedgdl; boggmyg-o6dgmmm-
309900 33m935-dngdal 3GmMa@sdgdL; badg3bngfmm badMmmBgdol 3sdm(3980L Mg3mM8gbrnmgdol bo-
300bgdL; babgmdbogm, gibmgmal s bbgs Bmbogdda Bambawagb 3Mmamadgdl s 3Gmgd@gdl;
Lodmgemaamgmolb Ladg(360gMm ©sBgLadYmadgdmab gMmmdmog Lodg(360gMm-33mgzoma Lodey-
domgdals 39a3938l; s ggmmmansdn dg3bogMms sbaomo 3oMgdol 3mddagdal (Jognb@msodmal,
M JEMEMBEG ML) bogomnbgdlb s bbg.

53335050, Mmo. mmEnJogsbadals s dgmmmanol (396830, badgzbogHm-bE NGO M g-
gm®30b dggaem, Mbos d50436sL s®Lgdmmo badgbog@m 3m@abzoomal 953940 v8mddgwg-
30l 3ommdgda. badg3b0gHm g3s@030L 3MomMo@ g mmdol 3G0b(3030L gomgamabbabgdom s-
393839, 3MmaMadmn ganygdolb dg486s, sbammn nggdal 396309, Mganmammo 3mbdoddgdo
3bmgmomb 3mBabagg Lodg(360gMm (396@MJdMS6, M6s3gEMM3zg Fmmbmzbgdol s nbmgs(30900b
OOMMES© ©67Ma3d babyma 5dm (356980l 3obbm(30gmgdsl LadgsbogMm Lodgm dojbndseme-
o0 dgnbymdl bgmb.

s dgmemmanm@o 33mg30L (396@M0b o 93geds@ Lodommggmmb gHmzbama 3nbgndalb mon.
oA Joxsbodalb s@gmmmanal (39680l Babsdmmdgwn ©sbgbgdnmadgdals st jgmmmams bsd-
m3gd0 J3946gdmms K96 ,960830L 3mMsddgdn”, 9@y ,oLGMMool 0bLbEoGME L dIEM3gddn” s
369099 ,808m3boemzgmdn”, beenm 1955 bemosb JoMomggm s gmemmagdlb 1339 (39e3g LobGgds-
G0 3M90mo 5930 — ,35bomgdo bogommzggmmb s 3933500l s Jgmemmanobomgal®. d9dwmama
bmgddo osMbms s bgfMommom gsdmazs Lbgs sMdgmmmann@a 3Mgdymgdacs: ,badsMmzgmmb
s dgmmmannl bsgombgda®, ,3060%, ;00 30&0nb@0n®, ,d(3bgms”, ,omdomabn®, ,3053mabbgzal of-
Jommmaonto dgamagdo®, ,0360L bgmdal sGdgmmmaoymo dgamgda, oM Jgmemmaam@o 33mag3s-
dngds bogommggmmb sbomddgbgdmmdgddg”, ,396900b sGdgmmmaon®n g4b3goosnall IGMIgda’,
»3J0635m0b 94Lb3gn(300b 3MM3gda®, ,d0gdsbo LadsMmzgmmb sGdgmmmansda®, ,08g6ns-3mmbg-
00“(3mabogn®o s sMgdgrnggndn 3gmomolb 33mm93980), »39339b0al s@Jgmmmaos”(Gnbaye
960%g), »Jooryma sMggmmmanal gu@mbomo“(abgmoby® gbsdy) s Lbg. [ob. sGgmmmaan®o
33930L (396@M0b dodmomamaggas 1977-1996, 1997; Kacharava, D., 1987; Journal of Georgian Archaeo-
logy, 2004; g96. ndgns-3membgoo, Ne1 2003.].

bogonggmmb Ggfogmmnsady smdmfigbommo s@dgmmmaonmo dobamgdol ba(zo30 ©My39607-
mo bogoGmnggmmb gMmgbemma 39Dgmdns, Mm3gmaz 439960b 1dggmgbo badgzbogHm-bogsbdsbsm-
mgdmm (396@M0s. o395 L3gnomyMa LotmgbBogMsznm oboymazn, bows sMdgmmmanno do-
Lomob ®gbGegmszna-3mblbomaszns dnd@nbomgmdl. 39 dgndo MdEHMB3gmymuzl ©s bgmb ¥bymdl
sboe 5dmhgbam s dgmemmaon dgamms ©d(335L S 3M3momads(30sL. L3gzosmyda bgdom-
030l go69dg badoMmzgmmb G gfagmEnsdy s gmmmann@o gomb@mgdo o3@domemos s nbygds
396mboom (0b. ,LojoMnggmmb 396mba 3nmEMAYma 393 3g30MgMdal o(330L dgbobgd® s ,Lodem-
»39mb Lobbemob LadsMomob 3mmgdbo® dybea 257).

LogoGmnggmmb sfdgmmmams yggms momdob bgmomo o odbabyMgdss mebsdgotmagg Jom-
»39mmEma0ob gho-gmmo ¢9360d369mm3565L0 eMgol — JoMommao segmemmanal — boymgge-
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ARCHAEOLOGY IN GEORGIA

Georgia is a land rich in matters antiquarian, and the collecting of antiquities has a long history. Attempts
to study these antiquities in a serious manner, and to relate them scientifically to specific periods of Georgian
history were only made comparatively late. There was a depository of antiquities at the royal Georgian court
in the Middle Ages, overseen by the mechurchletukhutsesi (royal treasurer). Whilst on a visit to a museum in
Rome, the enlightened Georgian Sulhkan-Saba Orbeliani (1658-1725) recalled seeing similar objects in the
depository of the Georgian king Vakhtang VI (1675-1737).

The Georgian historian Teimuraz Bagrationi (1782-1846) also mentions the storage of excavated objects
such as coins and weapons, in the royal treasury of the Georgian capital, Thilisi: “In various times there were
found dead people, buried at differing localities in lberia [i.e. Georgia], not only in earlier periods, but even in
modern times during the rule of Erekle Il there were found dead people buried in the period of Idolatry [pa-
ganism] with coins putin their mouths and with iron weapons. These artefacts are housed in the depository of
king Erekle I1..". He adds that unfortunately the Royal Court, together with the depository, was pillaged during
the Persian sack of Thilisi (1795).

Until the nineteenth century, the study of antiquities in Georgia was of a haphazard nature. Some in-
formation was been preserved concerning certain relics. This testimony is most interesting because of its
descriptive character, inasmuch as these remains have either been completely destroyed or damaged almost
beyond recognition. Despite the untimely destruction of these quintessential Georgian antiquities, copious
descriptions of the articles in question are to be found in the works of such Georgian scholars as Sulkhan-
Saba Orbeliani, Teimuraz Bagrationi and Vakhushti Bagrationi. They are mentioned by foreign travellers such
as Arcangelo Lamberti, Cristoforo de Castelli, Frédéric Dubois de Montpéreux, Johann Anton Guildenstaedt,
and others.

In the nineteenth century, the study of Georgian antiquities belatedly acquired a more systematic char-
acter. Beginning in 1837, the Georgian Statistical Committee gave attention to the recording and protection
of historical monuments; special instructions were drawn up and circulated to administrative offices (see: The
Central State Historical Archives of Georgia, depository 16, file 5433). One of the compilers of these pioneer-
ing instructions was M. F. Chilashvili, who, as a staff member of the Committee of Statistics was familiar with
the state of affairs in this field. While addressing a meeting of the Caucasian Geographical Society on the
8" of December, 1856, he underscored the necessity of conducting an intensive campaign of archaeologi-
cal excavations throughout the whole of Georgia. The instructions composed by the Committee of Statistics
played a special role in the location and preservation of Georgian antiquities and proved to be of importance
since many archaeological and historical monuments were saved as a result. But this was only a small step to
advance the study of antiquity. The need for a study of Georgian antiquities on a larger scale that was at the
same time more flexible led to the start of scientific archaeological excavations.

The first excavations undertaken with a truly scientific purpose were conducted in the summer of 1852 at
the ancient city site of Uplistsikhe, about 15 km from Gori. The excavations were conducted by Dimitri K. Meg-
hvinetukhutsesishvili (1815-1878), a pioneer of Georgian archaeology. Regrettably, very little is known about
him, hence the sketchy nature of his biography. His contemporaries thought him to be one of their most
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gifted colleagues. “He knew Georgian history very well and was, in point of fact, a reconstructor of Georgian
history” (Sakartvelos Kalendari, Tiflis, 1895). The eminent French Kartvelologist Marie Brosset thought highly of
his scholarly activity and refers in one of his works to the assistance he had received from him.

Meghvinetukhutsesishvili described and studied many important historical monuments, relics and re-
mains of Georgia. He gathered and left for posterity many important manuscripts and items of archaeological
interest. He surveyed several regions of Georgia: Kartli, Imereti, Guria, Meskheti, Adjara, and other regions. In
one of the letters sent to Marie Brosset, Meghvinetukhutsesishvili notes as follows: “l should like to describe
all the churches and monasteries, crosses and icons bearing ancient inscriptions, and make copies of these
inscriptions as well”.

First serving in Gori he worked as an official in the local Gori court, but this hindered him in his wide-scale
scientific researches, and, in 1851 he moved to Thilisi to work in the Governor’s office, where he had more
free time for scientific research. He received financial assistance from the government and was charged with
the responsibility of arranging expeditions to different parts of Georgia, with the object of describing and
studying significant historical remains. Regrettably, financial support for these expeditions came to an abrupt
halt, and Meghvinetukhutsesishvili returned to Gori to work in the court there. But he then received a sum of
money from the government in 1852, and began to excavate at Uplistsikhe, an ancient city site not far from
Gori. He invited an artist from Thilisi, and purchased the necessary equipment for excavation and the record-
ing of relics. During the excavations he kept a field journal, and apparently intended to publish a full report
of his work. Sadly, only short reports published in the Kavkaz newspaper (1852, Nos. 43, 66, 70) have been
preserved.

Meghvinetukhutsesishvili began the archaeological study of Uplistsikhe by surveying the area and made
drawings of the ancient structures; he discovered and copied several Georgian inscriptions. In order to make
these copies, he had to climb high cliffs to see half-destroyed rock-cut edifices. He braved many dangers in
order to harvest the fruits of his archaeological studies. He began by excavating the great hall of Uplistsikhe;
cutting a trench about 4 m long, he unearthed fragments of a column and potsherds. In the room adjacent
to the great hall were found huge wine jars, or pithoi. He concluded that the great hall and the adjoining
structures seemed to be the palace of a nobleman. He studied all materials related to Uplistsikhe, namely
the written sources containing evidence for Uplistsikhe as well as folk traditions preserved among the local
inhabitants. At the same time, he excavated burials in the area.

Meghvinetukhutsesishvili died in 1878 and was buried in the village of Khidistavi near Gori. His surviving
works include several historical studies, namely: The Reign and Life of the Georgian King Erekle Il, A Full Descrip-
tion of Important Inscriptions on the Churches and Monasteries of the Gori District, A Journey to the Khidistavi
Region of the Gori District in 1849, and A Journey and Survey of Imereti in 1850, amongst others.

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the cultural life of Georgia was newly active. European-type sci-
entific societies were established, a museum was founded and a library was opened. Periodicals for scientific
articles began to be published. An over-arching meaning was ascribed to the word “Archaeology”, which was
often used in these articles. It became a very fashionable word. In articles published at the time, the study and
recording of archaeological material were often of a casual nature. Descriptions are often placed side by side
with reports on natural history, ethnography, or folklore. At the time the term “archaeology” was applied to
the description and study of all kinds of antiquities (books, churches, monasteries, icons, epigraphic monu-
ments, etc.), while the search for remains buried in the ground was given less attention. This was quite natural
because in those days archaeology had not yet developed into a science in its present-day meaning.

The Geographic Society, which held its first meeting in Thilisi in 1850, was one of the first to devote at-
tention to Georgian antiquities. At this meeting, among other matters, the decision was taken to create a
museum and an archive. Among the active members of the society were many notable public figures active
in Georgia, who included R. Eristavi, D. Qipiani, P. loseliani, G. Orbeliani, G. Eristavi, M. Chilashvili, A. Berger, P.
Uslar and others. The newly founded society decided to charge its members with the responsibility of gath-
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ering relics, compiling catalogues, and taking an active part in expeditions, in order to create the museum
which opened in the spring of 1852. It was housed at the time in a building at what is today 5 Alexander
Chavchavadze St. It became the very first museum in the Caucasus. The Museum contained departments of
ethnography, natural history and history. By 1854, the Caucasian Museum already collected some 3300 exhib-
its. The historical and archaeological collections of the Museum were replenished by many artefacts found by
excavation. Numismatic materials, weapons, armour, jewellery, etc. were amassed. The Museum established
contacts with several scientific institutions.

In 1863 the Museum ceased to exist, its collection being transferred to the newly opened Caucasus Mu-
seum in Thilisi, which, like its predecessor, had a bias towards ethnography and natural history, though nei-
ther history nor archaeology were ignored. The modern State Museum of Georgia succeeded the Caucasus
Museum.

One of the most active founders of the Caucasus Museum, the historian Platon loseliani (1809-1875), was
also a member of the Geographic Society and the author of noteworthy Kartvelological studies; especially
interesting are his works in history and archaeology, namely those dealing with the origin of towns in Georgia.
According to loseliani, towns were founded on the banks of major rivers and their main tributaries, near the
sites of strategic importance, and sometimes near religious centres. Occasionally, they established on these
sites independent centres of production which focused on the development of trade. In support of his views,
loseliani conducted small-scale excavations on an ancient city-site near the modern village of Zhinvali. He
discovered and excavated the remains of cobblestone structures, which contained fragments of pottery and
metal wares. Already, in 1844 (i.e. much earlier than the period when Mtskheta became the overwhelming
object of scientific attention), loseliani noted in one of his works that there existed many ruins in Mtskheta
which had never been explored.

In 1867, in Mtskheta, the ancient capital of Georgia, during road reconstruction works on the right bank
of the Mtkvari river at Bagineti (Armazistsikhe), there was a casual find made of a slab with an inscription
dated to AD 75. In later years in the same region of Mtskheta, in Samtavro and Bebristsikhe chance finds
of ancient burials (cist-graves) were also made. These finds attracted governmental interest, and in 1871 F.
Bayern (1817-1886), an Austrian natural historian who lived in Thilisi was charged to carry out excavations
in the Samtavro valley. There were found cist-graves, which yielded pottery, metal weapons, and jewellery
(Kavkaz 1872, Nos. 7, 8), and the finds were later added to the depository of the Caucasus Museum. Although
the fieldwork was hardly conducted on a scholarly level, nor the historical significance of finds correctly in-
terpreted, the resulting archaeological material did foment great public interest. In 1885 Bayern’s work was
published in Berlin, in which the Samtavro valley graves were discussed.

Following these archaeological finds in Mtskheta, interest in the Caucasus, and especially in Georgia,
grew among historians and archaeologists. As a result, a Caucasus Archaeological Committee was set up in
Thilisi in 1872 with the aim of co-ordinating historical and archaeological studies in the Transcaucasus. Soon
the Committee merged with the Society of the Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology that was established in
Thilisi in 1873. The founding of the latter society was preceded by much preparatory work. Thus, an article by
Dimitri Bakradze (1826-1890) was published in the Georgian language magazine Tsiskariin 1873, and familiar-
ised Georgian readers with the prospects for archaeological studies in their native land. The article was enti-
tled:"Concerning the Society of Amateurs of Caucasus Archaeology, the foundation of which is contemplated
in Tiflis". The beginning of the article underscored the necessity for the historical and archaeological study of
the Caucasus region, as well as the importance, geographically speaking, of the region’s location in deter-
mining the historical development of the country. Moreover, an assessment was given of the significance of
inscriptions found on historical monuments related to the study of the country’s past. Afterwards, Bakradze
noted that attention had also been paid to the study of archaeology in Georgia, and that it was decided to
create an Archaeological Society in order more fully to explicate a listing of antiquities. Other plans included
"to excavate tombs which contain items dedicated to the dead of ancient times, to gather inscriptions and
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after collecting these finds, and considering their nature, to spread this knowledge throughout the Society".
Thanks to archaeology, it became possible to reconstruct the early history of peoples of the Caucasus region.
This had never been studied, although the Caucasus is arguably one of the most important regions in the
world from an archaeological point of view. He added: “For the most part, remains are not visible, but, rather,
are buried in the ground, as Mtskheta proved, where many ancient tombs were revealed.” Bakradze was also
concerned with the re-use of stones from ancient ruins that consequently damaged the sites in question. He
determined that the formation of the Archaeological Society was necessitated by these facts: “The society
needed to comprehend fully the significance of these ancient remains, to preserve them and not to allow
anyone to damage them further; to take photographs of buildings, and their wall-paintings; to copy the in-
scriptions; to purchase old coins, manuscripts, and all those items which comprised such a gift from antiquity;
to organize the archaeological excavation of tombs where it was necessary, etc”. As is evident from this the
present article, Bakradze outlined a significant programme imbued with progressive ideas for the proposed
archaeological society; the question was raised of the necessity of protecting monuments, and the need for
their mapping, recording, description, purchase, and excavation. In this way, Bakradze, the author of this pro-
grammatic article, was one of the founders and an active member of the society of the Amateurs of Caucasian
Archaeology.

In Bakradze's view, the search for sources and materials of Georgian history was one of the principal ap-
proaches in this field of research. He believed quite correctly that materials of Georgian history should be
gathered chiefly through historical and archaeological research. Thus, he carried on scientific research in vari-
ous regions of Georgia, such as Svaneti, Ajara, Guria, Meskhet-Javakheti, and Mingrelia. These historical and
archaeological surveys represented but a part of the larger plan that Bakradze had worked out. His ultimate
objective was the study of Georgian antiquities as a whole. This goal was naturally beyond the powers of a
single scholar, hence the need for pooling scholarly effort. By this time, scholars working in Georgia, though
not organised into a corporate body, carefully gathered and studied materials important for Georgian his-
tory (Bakradze 1880). This is why the progressive public received the idea of founding a society of amateurs
of archaeology with delight and enthusiasm. The work of loseliani, Baratashvili, Eristavi, Qipiani, Orbeliani,
Bakradze, and others was known in scholarly circles, as it is apparent from the Georgian periodicals of the
time. The Charter of the Society of the Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology was endorsed on 23 March 1873.
It was decided that the Society would be set up in Thilisi, and that its aim would be to protect old buildings,
and antiquities in general, from destruction. As far as possible, the Society was to purchase antiquities from
the population, to search for material on its own account, and to conduct research. Every member was to re-
port on the results of his study to a meeting of the Society, and then publish it on the recommendation of the
Committee of the Society. The Society was to establish close scholarly contacts with various similar societies
of the Caucasus and of Europe with a view to obtaining new information. The charter envisaged the organiza-
tion of special expeditions and excavations. The Society was so keen on an intensive archaeological study of
antiquity that it offered interested persons awards and certificates. The Charter provided for the transfer of all
scholarly papers to the Public Library (now the National Library of the Georgian Parliament), while the mate-
rial from archaeological excavations would be placed in the custody of the Society’s Museum, an institution
that subsequently merged with the Caucasian Museum.

The Society’s first publication appeared in Thilisi in 1875. The volume contained reports on the Society’s
meetings as well as scholarly articles (Transactions 1, 1875; 2, 1877). The Archaeological Society had its hon-
orary, full, and founding members, as well as corresponding members. Both local residents and subjects of
foreign countries were eligible to work for the Society. The Society counted up to sixty members. Relying on
membership fees and charitable donations, the Society suffered from a shortage of funds, preventing it from
expanding its activities. Special mention should be made, however, of the contribution of the Society of the
Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology to the organisation of an Archaeological Congress in Thilisi. The Society
was one of the main initiators and organisers of this Congress. At the first meeting of the Society of the Ama-
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teurs of Caucasian Archaeology in 1873, a brief review paper was presented. Dealing with the prospects of
archaeological studies in the Caucasus, it noted the need for an archaeological study of the Black Sea littoral in
view of the discovery there of such interesting monuments as dolmens. The need for an archaeological study
of the environs of Sukhumi, Poti, and Bichvinta was also pointed out. The historical sites whose study was de-
sirable were listed, viz. in West Georgia: Bedia, Nokalakevi, Phasis, Ozurgeti, Kutaisi, Vartsikhe, Oni, Khoni, and
Shorapani; in East Georgia: Surami, Atsquri, Odzrkhe, Tmogvi, Akhaltsikhe, Akhalgori, Kaspi, Bolnisi, Dmanisi,
Mtskheta, Zhinvali, Gremi, Nekresi, Ujarma, and Cheremi. The question was raised at the Congress of the need
of compiling an archaeological map of Georgia.

One of the meetings of the Society was addressed by Bakradze. Speaking about the future development
of archaeological exploration in Georgia, he focused attention on sites for future excavation that promised
best results. He gave priority to the study of the early periods of the Transcaucasus inasmuch as information on
those periods was very meagre. Using ancient written sources, he presented an historical overview of ancient
Greek colonisation on the eastern Black Sea coast. He referred specifically to Mtskheta and Vashnari as points
whose archaeological study would, in his opinion, be very fruitful. To support his view, in 1874 Bakradze exca-
vated near the village of Vashnari (modern Ozurgeti district). The finds included fragments of pottery, glass,
iron and bronze wares, as well as the remains of a building, namely parts of a marble pillar, bricks, and tiles.

Bakradze's historico-archaeological studies were summed up in his monograph: Old Christian Monuments
of the Caucasus, published in a volume of the Society of Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology. Some 320 sites
and monuments are described alphabetically with a scholarly analysis and references to sources. The descrip-
tion of each site is preceded by a review of the relevant local traditions of the region where the site is located.
In dating a monument, Bakradze gives priority to its architectural style. Bakradze was one of those researchers
who tried to use newly discovered archaeological material in the study of Georgian history, for he was well
aware of the importance of archaeology when dealing with the ancient history of Georgia. In his monograph
A History of Georgia, Bakradze notes: “...had we studied the archaeology of the early periods of history, we
could have touched upon their way of life and interrelationship and relations with foreign tribes and peoples.
But of this we have scant knowledge”; he continues: “There can be no doubt that many objects must come
to light in Kartli and Kakheti, Imereti, Meskheti (i.e. various regions of Georgia) and on the Black Sea littoral,
shedding light on our past centuries”.

With Bakradze’s active participation, the Society preserved records in a ledger which included almost all
the details of casual archaeological finds in the Caucasus. Here, for example, were recorded three whitish jugs
found while digging the foundations of a house at the confluence of the Kurtskhana and Otskhi rivers, near
Akhaltsikhe; a casual find of an inscription and a clay pot near the Artanuiji fortress; sarcophagi without grave
goods, discovered by chance in 1876 in the village of Saguramo and near Urbnisi; a hoard of Bactrian coins
brought to light while digging the foundation for a girls’ school in Thilisi.

After Mtskheta, the greatest archaeological interest lay in the antiquities of Qazbegi (modern Qazbegi
district). This locality and its adjoining area had claimed the attention of students of antiquities as far back
as the 1860s through casual finds of ancient objects. The archaeological depository of the State Museum of
Georgia possesses a copper dagger excavated in the village of Ninotsminda; a bronze bell with an ancient
Georgian inscription, and a large quantity of material from Qazbegi (formerly the village of Stepantsminda)
found through excavation.

In Qazbegi in 1877, in digging the foundation of a house close to the today’s museum of the writer Alex-
ander Qazbegi, bronze objects (pins, bracelets) were found, as well as a so-called radial earring, a gold plaque,
rings of a bronze chain, and a silver cup, and a copper situla; in total around 200 items. An adjoining area of the
same site was dug in 1878, yielding gold and silver items, bronze bracelets, finger-rings and iron spearheads.
Besides Qazbegi, archaeological explorations were carried out in the Sno river valley, namely in Juta, where
three burials were excavated, yielding iron arrowheads, bronze temple hoops, bronze and iron bracelets, etc.
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Nearby, a burial was excavated at Artkhmo, which though robbed, still contained some surviving objects,
such as bronze temple hoops and bracelets.

Vani, situated near the confluence of the Sulori and Rioni rivers, is one of the noteworthy archaeological
sites that early claimed the attention of those interested in ancient history. In 1876, the Georgian language
newspaper Droeba (No. 52) reported on the discovery of burials and various gold objects in the village of
Sachino (modern Vani). The paper added: “There seems to be considerable wealth in this hill. Who knows
how many historical materials found here have been lost owing to the ignorance of the owners, and how
much is still hidden in this hill”. The discovery of individual items in Vani had been previously reported in 1848,
e.g. a male sculptured head, 15 cm in height. In 1880, the Georgian writer and public figure Giorgi Tsereteli
(1842-1900) informed the public about objects found in Vani. This helped to start the small-scale excavations
conducted in 1889 on the Akhvledianebis Gora hill in Vani, on the instruction of the Archaeological Society.
Several burials were excavated and pottery and metal items found.

Between 1878 and 1880 G. Tsereteli carried out archaeological explorations of the Mghvimevi cave (in
the Quirila valley, between Sachkhere and Chiatura). Near the town of Sachkhere, on the slope of the hill of
Modinakhe fortress, remains of burials were discovered, featuring pottery and metal wares. In the Qvirila val-
ley, near Shorapani fortress (Sarapanis, mentioned by Strabo), he found remains of an ancient clay water-pipe;
near Shorapani burials were found. In Kutaisi, near the bank of the Rioni, close to the modern Red Bridge, an
ancient bath was unearthed; to the north of the Bagrati church a chance discovery of a damaged burial was
made. Elsewhere in Kutaisi, remains of pottery were found in the area of the present-day market, where there
had formerly been a garden. Judging by the description, this must have been Colchian pottery.

In 1880 two ancient settlement mounds were discovered during soil extraction at Nasajvarevi between
Chognari and Ajameti stations on the Poti-Thilisi railway line. Successive levels contained pottery, metal tools
and weapons such as axes, knives, and arrowheads, and bronze bracelets. Also in the 1880s there was a small
museum of archaeology and local history in a school at Sukhumi, but it was later transferred inland. In 1886
small-scale excavations were conducted in Sukhumi, in the western part of today’s Rustaveli garden. A coin
of Amisos and fragments of pottery were found, including those of an amphora and black- and red-glazed
wares. In 1880, eleven burials were excavated in the village of Dighomi, at the confluence of the Dighmis-
tsqali and Mtkvari (Kura) rivers. They mostly contained silver jewellery and earthenware vessels. There were
no weapons in any of the burials.

As already noted, the Society of Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology raised the question of holding an
archaeological congress in Thilisi. In 1878 a preparatory Committee headed by Dimitri Bakradze was set up
in Thilisi, a committee that continued to carry out extensive work towards gathering material on the his-
tory, archaeology, ethnography, folklore and languages of the Caucasus. Participants included D. Bakradze, D.
Jorbenadze, A. Tsagareli, R. Eristavi, G. Tsereteli, A. Berger, E. Weidenbaum, F. Bayern, and G. Radde. The Thilisi
intelligentsia threw themselves into the preparatory work for the congress, which proved a strong stimulus
for the development of the humanities, namely the history, archaeology, ethnology and linguistics of Geor-
gia. The Organising Committee of the Archaeological Congress invited up to forty eminent foreign scholars
to the Congress, including O. Montelius (Stockholm), R. Virchow (Berlin), H. Schliemann (Athens), A. Rambaud
(Paris), E. Chantre (Lyons), G. Mortillet (Paris), E. Rossi (Rome) and others. The Archaeological Congress was
opened on 8 September 1881 in a palace at Rustaveli Avenue (for details see: Kavkaz 1881, Nos. 198, 199, 200).

The Congress caused quite a stir in the city. It was attended by up to 850 persons bearing special passes
and badges. The Congress was divided into eight sections: the remains of primitive society; the remains of
the pagan and Classical periods; the remains of the Christian period; oriental monuments; the remains of art
and painting; monuments of languages and writing; linguistics; historical geography and ethnography. In all
81 papers were read at the sessions of the Congress. So far as Georgia was concerned, there was only a short
paper on Qazbegi and archaeological sites along the Rioni (mainly in Kutaisi). An exhibition of archaeologi-
cal items was specially arranged for participants, and the displays in the Caucasian Museum were renewed.
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Excursions were organised to Mtskheta, Uplistsikhe, and Gelati. The term “archaeological” is highly relative
with respect to the Fifth Archaeological Congress, for during its work other sciences were represented on
a wider scale than archaeology. The Congress in the Caucasus was of major importance, however, for the
development of the humanities in general, even though next to nothing was done for the study of Georgian
archaeology as such, or for the improvement of archaeological study and method in general. The eminent
historian-cum-archaeologist Ekvtime Taqaishvili recalled that “excavational archaeology was scantily repre-
sented at the Thilisi Congress”.

After the Congress in 1881, the Society of Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology broke up for lack of funds.
But on 28 November 1881 the former members of the Society united in a new Society of Caucasian History and
Archaeology. According to its Charter, the scope of the activity of this society broadened. It was to study the
history of the Caucasus, and primarily the written and material sources of its history; to protect as far as possible
these historical monuments and sources from destruction; ancient objects unearthed in archaeological exca-
vations or purchased from the population were to be handed over to the Caucasian Museum (now the State
Museum of Georgia), and old manuscripts to the Public Library (now the Library of the Georgian Parliament).

Again the historian Dimitri Bakradze was the initiator, and he directed it until 1886. Two volumes of pa-
pers came out in between 1881 and 1885, and discussed surface finds from sites that are still archaeologically
interesting today, namely, Akhaltsikhe, Akhalkalaki, Sukhumi, Akhali Atoni, Khutsubani, and Anakopia. After
the publication of the second collection of papers of the Proceedings of the Society, it too dissolved for lack of
funds, without having done much at all in the way of excavation. Even so, interest in Georgia's antiquities did
not wane, as is demonstrated by the interest in the Georgian Black Sea coast (ancient Colchis) shown in 1883
by Heinrich Schliemann, of Troy and Mycenae fame. His interest came about through the story of the arrival
of the Argonauts in Colchis in quest of the Golden Fleece.

In 1889, the antiquities of Mtskheta again claimed attention, and this time Bagineti, or Armaztsikhe, pro-
duced antiquities. Bakradze was again the driving force, but due to his old age, he was unable to supervise
the excavations in person, and charged Ekvtime Tagaishvili (1863-1953) with the task. Work at Bagineti lasted
for only three weeks, being discontinued for want of funds. Although the excavations did not last long, they
proved to be of interest. A structure was excavated, and three different levels were identified. The remains
contained hewn stone, adobe bricks, fragments of marble, remains of glass and clay vessels, and a copper
axe. A female head was depicted on a surviving wall. These were the first of many excavations conducted
by Tagaishvili. He was later to resume the archaeological study of Mtskheta, excavating to the west of the
Mtskheta station, near Armaziskhevi, where he dug burials built of slabs, that yielded necklaces, finger-rings,
ear-rings, bracelets, and glass unguentaria. The remains of a structure built of lime mortar and fragments of
vessels were found here too, and Taqaishvili dated the burials to between the first and eighth centuries AD.

In 1896 Taqgaishvili excavated on the Akhvlediani Hill at Vani, in the Sulori river valley. He expressed sev-
eral noteworthy views concerning the hill. Here he found remains of structures of hewn stones, fragments of
clay vessels, divers ornaments, coins, metal weapons, etc. The finds here included imported (Egyptian, Greek,
Roman) coins and other items. Tagaishvili considered the archaeological finds from Vani against the historical
background, taking into account the above-mentioned material found in earlier years. He concluded that the
Akhvledianis’ Hill held the remains of a classical period city; on the basis of the imported items and coins, he
believed the site to be on an ancient trade and transit highway.

Also in 1896, Tagaishvili carried out archaeological explorations near the villages of Sajavakho (on the left
bank of the Rioni, in modern Samtredia district) and Khutsubani (on the right bank of the Kintrishi, now Kobu-
leti district). Finds at Khutsubali had attracted claimed attention as far back as 1879, and this had given rise
to Tagaishvili’s interest in the locality. He traced cultural levels with remains of pottery and a few metal items.
At the archaeological exploration of “Dranda-ghele” at Sajavakho a large quantity of potsherds came to light,
and Taqaishvili concluded that he was dealing with a ceramic workshop. In 1902 Bori, on the left bank of the
river Borimela, attracted attention. In the course of ploughing, local residents found rich burials containing
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gold and silver jewellery, and vessels (especially interesting is a silver cup with a representation of a horse at
an altar and an inscription), and coins (both Roman and Parthian). Near Tsikhisdziri (modern Kobuleti district)
first to third century AD gold and silver jewellery, vessels, coins, and stones with carved images came to light
while digging the foundations for a house.

Rich items, known as the AkhalgoriTreasure, were found accidentally during earth removal near Sadzegu-
ri (in Akhalgori district). The items include: gold earrings, torques, temple hoops, bracelets, a necklace with im-
ages of toads, finger-rings, silver phialai, and horse harness (now in the State Museum of Georgia). In the same
year bronze axes and several metal bars were found while digging near Akhalkalaki (now in Kaspi district).
The items were purchased by Tagaishvili for the Caucasian Museum. The discovery of these items prompted
Taqaishvili to assume the existence of a smelting workshop for metal.

Taqaishvili carried out small-scale excavations at the confluence of the Baniskhevi and Mtkvari (Kura) riv-
ers. A burial was found containing bronze bracelets, fibulae, sard beads, etc. In this period Tagaishvili explored
Sachkhere, discovering several copper axes, bracelets, fibulae and fragments of a clay vessel. He was at this
time the head of the newly established Historical-Ethnographic Society, and kept a watchful eye on casual
finds made on Georgian soil in order to purchase them for the Caucasian Museum.

Taqaishvili was something of a pioneer in that he made some proposals concerning archaeology in Geor-
gia that were to prove highly influential. He expressed the need to employ local ethnographic and folklore in
interpreting archaeological finds; we have already mentioned his views on the character and significance of
the location of the Vani city-site; he also stated which sites, such as Vani, Sachkhere, Trialeti-Tsalka, and Bagi-
neti should be studied as a first priority. At the same period Tagaishvili drew up the curriculum of an archaeo-
logical course for Thilisi University students.

In 1924 the Georgian government issued a decree “On the Protection of Antiquities and Monuments
of Art’, and since then all unwarranted archaeological digging, without the permission of relevant scholarly
institutions has been forbidden in Georgia. In addition, the state took over the care and protection of all
archaeological discoveries. Initially, Tbilisi State University, the State Museum of Georgia and the Georgian
Historical-Ethnographic Society were charged with conducting archaeological excavations and safe-keeping
of the items brought to light. Subsequently, these were joined by a newly-established Institute of Archaeol-
ogy, attached to the Ministry of Education. The character of the latter Institute was, however, oriented more
to the study of trends in art. In the early period archaeological discoveries were largely of a casual nature, with
no planned archaeological studies being carried out.

In this respect, the excavations carried out by Giorgi Nioradze in 1925-1931 at i.a. Karsniskhevi, Zemo
Avchala, Sasireti, Devis Khvreli, and Sakazhia were an exception. He had received a professional archaeologi-
cal education in Europe and was well acquainted with the advanced methods of field archaeological work of
the time. Returning to Georgia in 1925, he was appointed head of the archaeological department of the State
Museum of Georgia. With a view to re-vitalizing field archaeological explorations, he rallied round himself
the scholarly forces of the old and new generations, such as S. Makalatia, G. Gozalishvili, S. lordanishvili, G.
Muskhelishvili, G. Chitaia and others; individuals who were at the time active in various regions of Georgia,
such as at Plavismani, Tagiloni, Igalto, Nokalakevi, Kiketi, or Tsitsamuri.

In 1925 Nioradze restored the archaeology course at Thilisi University that had been initiated by E. Taqaish-
viliin 1918. At first Nioradze was Chair of Ancient History, and from 1934 Chair of the History of Material Cul-
ture, created in the Faculty of History, uniting the specialities of the history of archaeology, ethnography and
art. Nioradze was Chair until 1953, after which Otar Japaridze was to hold the post for many years. The chair
of archaeology at Thilisi State University became the principal seat for training professional archaeologists in
Georgia, and most Georgian archaeologists have learned the basics of archaeology in this department.

While the State University was the main forge for new specialists of archaeology, the State Museum of
Georgia was the principal repository of the archaeological material discovered in Georgia. The institutions
maintained close contacts. In 1919, the Caucasian Museum, founded in 1852, was renamed the Museum of
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Georgia. In 1929-1930 the collections of the Historical and Ethnographic Society and of the Museum of Antig-
uities of the University were transferred to the Museum of Georgia. Georgian archaeology was mainly served
by one department of the Museum, that of prehistoric archaeology.

As noted above, in 1925 Giorgi Nioradze headed the archaeological studies conducted by the State Mu-
seum of Georgia. Special mention should be made of his contribution to the study of Georgian Palaeolithic
sites. This research proved finally that man inhabited Georgian territory prior to the Bronze Age, successfully
challenging an earlier view that Palaeolithic man had lived neither in Georgia nor the Caucasus.

In 1926-1931 the Palaeolithic dwelling at Deviskhvreli (Kharagauli district) was excavated. On the ba-
sis of the finds, Nioradze published a monograph, the first significant work on the Palaeolithic in Georgia.
Subsequently, a model of the cave was constructed at the State Museum of Georgia, illustrating the life of
Stone Age man for the general public. The excavations at Deviskhvreli were followed by the study of other
archaeological sites. In particular, the Sakazhia cave (Terjola district) was excavated in 1936. In 1934-1936 the
Mghvimevi cave (Chiatura district), and the Palaeolithic habitation at Yashtkhva near Sukhumi in Abkhazia
were excavated.

1936 proved an important year for the development of Georgian archaeology. In that year the Academi-
cian N. Marr Institute of Language, History and Material Culture (the Georgian abbreviation of which was EN-
IMKI) was set up on the basis of the former Institute of Caucasian Studies (the former Historico-Ethnographi-
cal Institute, founded by N. Marr). The newly-founded Institute became a leading Kartvelological centre, and
along with other branches of Kartvelology, a Department of Georgian Archaeology, Anthropology and Eth-
nography was opened at the Institute. In 1938 the Archaeology Department was detached from the latter,
and it was united with the Archaeological Institute of the Ministry of Education. G. Nioradze was appointed
head of the Archaeology Department of ENIMKI, and this Department became the main centre of archaeo-
logical studies in Georgia. An appropriate scientific and material base necessary for the conduct of extensive,
planned field archaeological work was created at the Department.

Apart from the Archaeological Department at ENIMKI, significant archaeological work was carried out
at the Museum of Rustaveli and his Age. This museum was created essentially to organize an exhibition of
the Middle Ages, in particular of the period of Rustaveli. In 1936-1939 this museum conducted excavations
at Dmanisi, Gudarekhi, Bolnisi, Geguti and other places. An inscription in the asomtavaruli script recorded in
Bolnisi and dated to of 492-493 proved especially valuable in that it is one of the oldest dated inscriptions in
Georgian.

Academician Ivane Javakhishvili made as substantial contribution to archaeology as he did in other
Kartvelological fields. From the start he correctly observed that “Archaeology must be counted the princi-
pal subject for the ancient period of history”’, and that “Archaeology, as a branch of science having its own
method, is an arena of research of relevant specialists and an ordinary historian usually makes use of its gains
for his own purposes”.

Javakhishvili considered it necessary to use archaeological evidence in the study of the earliest period
of Georgian history. In the very first edition of his History of the Georgian Nation use is made of archaeological
material, which the 1928 edition of the same book is prefaced by a special part: "The material culture of the
Caucasus and the Georgians", in which the Bronze and Iron Age material culture is discussed according to the
archaeological evidence then available. Photos and drawings of archaeological material were also added to
the second edition.

Javakhishvili took part in field work from 1930, when he was appointed as one of directors of the Noka-
lakevi (Archaeopolis) excavations, but digging at Nokalakevi unfortunately only lasted for two months, and
was discontinued. From 1936 Javakhishvili became more actively involved in fieldwork, giving general guid-
ance to the archaeological excavations at Dmanisi, Gudarekhi, Geguti, and Bolnisi. Javakhishvili was the first
to draw up a scientific plan for an archaeological study of medical sites. It included the study of old city sites
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(planning, building material, etc.), and he stressed the need for the study of water conduits and irrigation
canals, this being a novelty in research at the time.

In 1937 Javakhishvili published an article in the Moambe of ENIMKI entitled “Our tasks in the sphere of lin-
guistics and history of culture’, which was programmatic for Georgian archaeology as well. The author noted
which studies ought to be carried out according to the plan: historical trade routes, with accounts of cross-
roads, and using all relevant knowledge of the ancient historical evidence and focusing appropriate attention
on material that might help in solving the principal problems in the history of culture.

In 1937, archaeological excavations commenced at Mtskheta along Javakhishvili’s guidelines, and con-
ducted by a team from the ENIMKI Institute. The expedition discovered traces of an ancient bath on the right
bank of the Mtkvari, at the confluence of the Armaziskhevi. Formal excavations at Mtskheta began as the
result of a rescue excavation at Samtavro. The cemetery there had had been encroached on by new buildings
and the local authority planned to build there, thus threatening an archaeological site of paramount impor-
tance for Georgian history. The question of the damaged necropolis in the Samtavro Field was discussed at a
meeting of the ENIMKI scientific council, and it was determined to undertake archaeological research there.
On this basis the Mtskheta-Samtavro Archaeological Expedition was formed. It started work on 27 October
1938 with Javakhishvili at its head. He took charge of both the academic and practical sides with characteristic
energy.

The tireless labours of the members of the Mtskheta Archaeological Expedition were rewarded by dis-
coveries of great scholarly significance, of burials and other finds, which indicate a high level of urban exist-
ence in Georgia of that period. The Mtskheta Archaeological Expedition turned into the principal school for
training professional archaeologists. Here nearly every representative of the senior generation of Georgian
archaeologists was introduced to the scientific processing of archaeological material through fieldwork. The
first stage of the scientific work of the Mtskheta Archaeological Expedition was published in a fundamental
work, Mtskheta |: Archaeological remains of Armaziskhevi.

In 1936-1940 rich barrow burials were excavated in Trialeti in connection with the construction of the
Khrami Water Power Station reservoir. A series of extraordinary Bronze Age remains were discovered here,
known by the name of “Trialeti Culture”. Academician B. Kuftin was able, on the basis of a study of Trialeti, and
of archaeological material in general, to show how Georgian culture had deep local roots. In 1941 an exhibi-
tion, “Trialeti and Mtskheta: Seats of Ancient Georgian Culture’, opened in the State Museum of Georgia. This
was the first popular exhibition of the brilliant archaeological material from Mtskheta and Trialeti, and the
exhibition came about thanks to the energetic scientific and organizational efforts of Academician Simon
Janashia. After the death of I. Javakhishvili, the entire burden of the general direction of archaeological work
in Georgia devolved on Janashia. Subsequently N. Berdzenishvili took over this task. When ENIMKI was set up,
its Department of Archaeology was assigned the role of planning archaeological work on a national basis.

Planned archaeological studies in Georgia were carried out on an especially wide scale in the 1980s. In
this period excavations were carried out in, Rustavi, Bakurtsikhe, Gremi Dmanisi, Khovle, Ujarma, Nadarbazevi,
Thilisi, Sagarejo, Tetrisqaro, Bolnisi, Gudarekhi, Samshvilde, Urbnisi, Nabi, Vashnari, Eshera, Tvqviavi, Gelati,
Skanda, Shorapani, Kldeeti, Yashtkhva, Sakazhia, Sagvarijile, Odishi, Tetrmiste, Sakao, Sachkhere, Brili, Anaklia,
Dablagomi, Kobuleti-Pichvnari, Ureki, Quleri, Bichvinta, Geguti, Sukhumi, and elswhere. The first university
textbook, The Archaeology of Georgia was published based largely on the material from these sites.

In 1941 the Institute of History was separated from the Institute of Language, History and Material Cul-
ture, and from 1943 it bore the name of . Javakhishvili. As a result, the archaeologists working at ENIMKI were
transferred to the Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethnography of the Georgian Academy of Sciences.
At the time its detachment from ENIMKI, the Institute of History had only one department of archaeology.
Subsequently a whole archaeological sector was created on the basis of this department, uniting several
archaeological departments.
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An urgent need for archaeological work grew as a consequence of house building on a widespread scale.
At the insistence of Professor Otar Lordkipanidze, a Centre for Archaeological Studies (CAS) was set up at the
Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethnography in 1977.The principal departments of the CAS are: the Pal-
aeolithic period, Stone and Bronze Age, Classical period Iberia and Colchis, the Middle Ages and interdiscipli-
nary studies. Cardinal problems of Georgian archaeology are studied at the CAS through the description and
classification of Georgia’s archaeological sites, and via consideration of such topics as: the original settlement
of man on Georgian territory; the inception and development of a manufacturing economy; the ethnogeny
of the Georgians; bronze and iron metallurgy; the genesis of polities on Georgian territory (the kingdoms
of Colchis and lberia), palaeo-urbanistics; archaeological culture and socio-economic structures, contacts of
ancient cultures with other worlds; medical centres, etc.

The complex study of individual archaeological artefacts is carried out in the various departments of
the Centre for Archaeological Studies. There are research programmes in: spectral, metallographic, archaeo-
magnetic, palaeozoological, dendrological analysis, as well as sections for the conservation of archaeological
artefacts and the interpretation of aerial photographs. Since 1985 underwater archaeological studies have
been carried on under the direction of G. Gamkrelidze on the Black Sea coast and at Lake Paliastomi. The
off-shore shelves of Bichvinta, Sukhumi, Anaklia, Poti and Tsikhisdziri have been studied hydroarchaeologi-
cally (Gamkrelidze 1992; 1993: 30-48). The Centre for Archaeological Studies (now the Otar Lordkipanidze
Centre of Archaeology of the Georgian National Museum) is at present the main institution for archaeological
research in Georgia. Its scientific collaborators conduct excavations in all regions of Georgia. Brief reports on
these excavations are published annually in the collection Archaeological Field Studies (see the Bibliography).

The discovery of hominid skulls in the lower layers of the Dmanisi site in the south-eastern part of Georgia
should be considered as the major success of modern Georgian archaeology. The age of the skulls has been
established at 1.8 million years. Primitive stone tools and diverse palaeofaunal and palaeobotanical material
were attested in the context of the skulls. The remains of ancient man found in Dmanisi belong to the homo
erectus type, representing the earliest evidence for the spread of hominids in Western Eurasia.

More than 350 Paleolithic habitations have been traced on Georgian territory to date. Important strati-
fied sites include: Kudaro |, Kudaro Il, Tsona, Tsopi, Jruchula, Ortvala, Apiancha, Sakazhia, Edzani, Kvachara,
Darkveti, Sagvarijile, Tetri Mghvime, which are situated on the Black Sea littoral, in the Rioni-Quvirila valley, on
Javakheti Plateau and Kvemo Kartli. The stone and osteological material brought to light on these sites pro-
vides interesting evidence for the life of Palaeolithic man. On the basis of this material it may be said that be-
ginning with the earliest stage of the Paleolithic period to the start of early farming, an uninterrupted picture
of human life on Georgian territory is attested. Georgia’s Upper Palaeolithic displays a certain similarity with
contemporary remains in Mesopotamia and Syria-Palestine (Archaeology of Georgia, 1991).

As a result of new explorations, numerous Neolithic archaeological sites have been discovered in Georgia
(Kighuradze 1986), in particular: Anaseuli, Palauri, Darkveti, Khroshi, and Chkhortoli. The latest stage of these
sites is dated to the sixth millennium BC. On settlement sites of this stage we already come across farming
tools such as sickle blades or querns. These artefacts point to the transition effected by the early inhabitants
to farming and livestock-breeding, and which are indicative of important changes under way in society. The
last phase of this process is clearly visible in Early Farming Culture sites of the 6"-4" millennia BC in Georgia
(Kiguradze 1986).

The archaeological study of the Kvemo Kartli settlements of the 5"-4™" millennia BC has revealed an an-
cient local farming society, whose economic basis of life was farming based on simple irrigation, as well as
livestock breeding. These archaeological sites are: Arukhlo I-lI, Shulaveris gora, Imiris gora, Khramis gora, etc.
Excavations brought to light adobe structures, household facilities, diverse pottery, stone and bone tools
(largely for farming use). Diverse palaeobotanical material was also found here, such as evidence for millet,
barley, durum and common wheat.
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A new stage begins in the development of local society from the second half of the 4" millennium BC.
In Georgian scholarly literature this stage is referred to as the Kura-Araxes culture. This archaeological culture
spread in Transcaucasia, north-eastern Caucasia, eastern Anatolia, and northen Iran, covering a fairly large
area. In Georgia the following are considered to be classic sites of this culture: Sachkhere barrows, Kvatshelebi,
Khizanaant gora, Amiranis gora, Ilto, Samshvilde, Koda, Jhinvali settlement site, Ghrmakhevistavi, and Digho-
mi (Archaeology of Georgia 1992; Japaridze 2006).

According to modern scholarly research, the Kura-Araxes culture is considered to have been that of an
agricultural, livestock breeding society. In it, metallurgy becomes detached as a separate branch from the first
half of the 3™ millennium BC. Archaeological study of the end of the 3" millennium and first half of the 2" mil-
lennium BC (the Middle Bronze Age period in Georgia) is being carried on successfully, the way having been
brilliantly paved by the discovery of the barrow culture of Trialeti (Kuftin 1941). Similar archaeological evi-
dence was found on Gomarteli plateau, Dmanisi district. In the 1970s and 1980s, new centres of this culture
were attested in Mtsketa, Kakheti, and elsewhere. Excavations revealed burial structures built with wooden
beams, rich in artefacts (burial wagons, gold and silver jewellery, bronze weapons, black-burnished pottery,
etc.) (Japaridze 2003).

According to the latest studies, Georgia in the second half of the 2" millennium witnessed the acceler-
ated development of productive forces, primarily of metallurgy, the further advance of farming and the emer-
gence of the antecedents of early city-dwelling. Study of sites of this type stems from the Samtavro necropolis
in Mtskheta.

Numerous Late Bronze-Early Iron Age archaeological sites have been discovered in Georgia: settlements,
burial grounds, temples, traces of metallurgical and ceramic manufacture. Sites of this period have been
recorded and partly excavated and studied: in Shida Kartli; on the southern slope of the Central Caucasus
Range, in the lori and Aragvi valleys, Kvemo Kartli, Meskhet-Javakheti, Kakheti, Kolkheti, Svaneti, Racha, etc.
A major Late Bronze-Early Iron Age settlement, resembling a proto-urban type settlement, called Treli gorebi,
has been discovered at Dighomi, near Thilisi. Its excavation is under way.

Georgian archaeologists have made some headway in the study of iron metallurgy. Judging by the ar-
chaeological data iron production appears to begin in the 14™ cent. BC, while its wide adoption is presumed
from the 12 cent. BC. Hundreds of artefacts relating to iron manufacture have been found in the shape of
iron smelting furnaces, slags and ore. These finds have been made at Paluri, Nigvziani, Ureki, Merkheti, Brili,
and elsewhere. An astonishingly large number of iron agricultural tools and weapons have been discovered
on west Georgian sites of the 8™-7" cent. BC (Khakhutaishvili 1987, 2009).

In the Classical period, the kingdoms of Colchis and Iberia (Kartli) emerged, both well known from Greek,
Roman and Georgian written sources. This led to the eventual creations of a united state of Georgia. (Gam-
krelidze 1993, 5-101). Georgian archaeologists have achieved considerable success in the study of these
kingdoms in the Classical period. To date city sites, repeatedly mentioned in Georgian and Greek sources,
have been studied archaeologically, namely: Mtskheta-Armaztsikhe (Apakidze, Gobejishvili, Kalandadze, and
Lomtatidze 1955), Nastakisi, Uplistsikhe, Dzalisi, Sarkine, Shorapani, Bichvinta, Apsarus, and others. Sites of
the same period are: Samadlo, Tsikhiagora, Vani, Eshera, Kobuleti-Pichvnari, Sairkhe, Sakorkio, Sukhumi-Di-
oskurias, Ochamchire, etc. Most of these sites bear characteristics of urbanization, viz,, defensive works, an
acropolis, public and cult buildings built of hewn stone and roofed with tiles, baths (Lordkipanidze 1991;
2002; Gamkrelidze 2002; Gamkrelidze and Pirtskhalava 2005; Braund 1994).

Through the long-standing endeavours of Georgian archaeologists the Colchis of the Greek and Roman
written sources has emerged as a real country with statehood, a developed agriculture, cities, diversified
craftsmanship, weapons, distinctive pottery, toreutics, goldsmithing, architecture, coinage, etc.

The artefacts from the above-mentioned sites have proved to be principal source for the study of such
outstanding scholarly problems as the social stratification of Classical period Georgia, the typological and

48 333M-013020LN-XINIV6N LOILAIO) 39330LNNL INTLORIEBN RO dAIIMIMINS LOIIAMBITMABN



The development of archaeology in Georgia

functional classification of settlements and towns, trade, economic and cultural contacts with the outer world,
craftsmanship, agriculture, monetary circulation, ideology, the study of the fine arts, architecture, etc.

Georgian medieval archaeological sites are more numerous in comparison with those of other periods.
Georgian archaeologists have studied medieval city and village sites, fortresses and strongholds, evidence
for manufacture, cult architecture, sanitary systems, etc. The study of specific artefacts is under way: pottery,
metal, glass, ornaments, arms, numismatic material, etc. (Lomtatidze 1977).

Since the 1960s and 1970s wide-scale field work has been conducted on medieval sites: in Thilisi, Rustavi,
Ujarma, Vardtsikhe, Jhinvali, Kazreti, Mtisdziri (Vani district), Balichi, Dmanisi, Akhalkalaki (Javakheti district),
Gavazi, Telavi, Poti (near Lake Paliastomi), etc.

The main aim and subject of research of the collaborators of the Centre of Archaeology working in the
Classical period and the Early Middle Ages is:

A statistical and typological classification of Classical and Early Medieval archaeological sites brought to
light in Georgia.

The bio-geo-environment (flora, fauna, climate, sea transgression, etc.) in the Classical period and the Early
Middle Ages according to archaeological data.

The genesis of polity; questions of the formation and development of statehood in Georgia according to
archaeological data.

Research into social stratification in Georgia in the Classical and Early Medieval periods according to
archaeological data.

Mapping Georgia’s Classical and Early Medieval archaeological sites.

Analyses of the structure and type of burials, as well as burial complexes; research into the burial customs
and rites according to archaeological data from Classical and Early Medieval sites.

The study of problems of the genesis of urbanism.

Research into Classical and Early Medieval Georgia’s political and economic structures from an archaeo-
logical standpoint.

Research into craftsmanship; metal, ceramic, glass, textile and leather workshops.

Research into the character of trade: roads, bridges, passes, sea- and river routes, main transit roads;
means of transport (by land, sea, river, etc.).

The study of the circulation of coins and of trade.

The demographic situation and the study of the migration according to archaeological data.

The character and type of settlements. The morphology of structures and planning peculiarities.

The study of building materials (stone, wood, adobe, brick, tile) in settlements and the technology of
construction.

The study of the planning and architecture of Classical and Early Medieval farming establishment.

The study of small-scale sculpture.

The typological study of Classical and Early Medieval local and foreign containers (amphorae).

Research into Classical toreutics.

The study of Classical terracottas.

The study of black-gloss and red-gloss pottery.

The study of glyptics.

The study of jewellery.

Research into Iberian-Colchian relations with the Classical and Iranian worlds (Greek, Achaemenid, Pon-
tic, Bosphoran, Albanian, Parthian, Roman, Sasanian, etc.). Study of Classical and Medieval foreign
wares discovered in Georgia.

Iberia and Colchis in the system of Near Eastern and Caucasian archaeological cultures.

The study of irrigation systems.
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Research on Early Medieval Georgia’s relations with the outside world (Byzantium, Iran, the Near East, the
Northern Black Sea area, Europe).

The archaeological study of armaments and fortification works.

The genesis of Christian culture in Georgia according to archaeological data.

The juxtaposition of written sources and archaeological data as exemplified by Georgian archaeological
material.

Research into sacred structures and artefacts in Classical Georgia.

Cardinal problems of Georgian archaeology of the relevant periods are being studied at the Centre of
Archaeology mainly according to the topics listed above, but in other ways as well. By means of a specially cre-
ated questionnaire, all the archaeological data are prepared for statistical-typological and systemic-structural
analysis. This facilitates the subsequent solution of the principal aim, i.e. the reconstruction of historical-cul-
tural regularities reflected in the material data.

The Centre’s Archaeological Expeditions conduct fieldwork throughout Georgia in order to discover and
study new archaeological sites: settlements, fortification and religious structures, burial grounds, centres of
metallurgical and ceramic manufacture, and unique specimens of art. Special attention is given to field and
rescue excavation on new construction sites.

Papers by archaeologists belonging to institutions that were the predecessors of the Otar Lordkipanidze
Centre of Archaeology were first published in the Enimkis moambe (“Proceedings of ENIMKI"), then in the
“Proceedings of the Institute of History” and in the collected papers Mimomkhilveli (“Reviewer”). Since 1955
Georgian archaeologists have issued a separate systematic publication Material for the Archaeology of Georgia
and the Caucasus. In later years other archaeological collections were also founded and published serially,
namely, Archaeological Sites of Feudal Georgia, Questions of Georgian Archaeology, Vani, The Great Pitiunt, Mt-
skheta, Tbilisi, The Archaeological Sites of Kavtiskhevi, Archaeological Studies on New Construction Sites, Proceed-
ings of the Kakheti Archaeological Expedition, Proceedings of the Zhinvali Archaeological Expedition, Dziebani
(“Researches”) of the CAS, Iberia-Colchis: Researches on the Archaeology and History of Georgia in the Classical
and Early Medieval Periods), Journal of Georgian Archaeology, etc. (Kacharava 1997; Iberia-Colchis 1 [2003], 2
[2005], 3 [2007]; Journal of Georgian Archaeology, 2004; Kacharava 1987).

The principal repository of the archaeological material brought to light on Georgian territory is the Na-
tional Museum of Georgia, the oldest scientific educational institution of the country. Today it is engaged in
a fruitful field of archaeological studies. The Museum has a special restoration and conservation department,
and if facilitates the protection and popularization of newly discovered archaeological monuments.

Other regional institutes also carry out archaeological research, namely the D. Gulia Abkhazian Institute
of History, and the Tskhinvali Scientific Research Institute and the Batumi Scientific Research Institute. Special
archaeological departments exist at these institutions.

Archaeological work carried out on Georgian territory is supervised by the Archaeological Commission
which grants permission to conduct excavations. Without such permission archaeological excavations on
Georgian territory are forbidden and are punishable by law.

The universally acknowledged successes of Georgian archaeology, one of the branches of modern
Kartvelology, have come about thanks to the work of generations of Georgian archaeologists. Archaeological
research in Georgia has confirmed the existence of sites of all stages of human life and development, ranging
from the Palaeolithic to the Medieval period. Proof of this success is to be found in the several thousands of
papers and monographs published by Georgian archaeologists over the years.
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THE CHORATI LOWER PALEOLITHIC
SETTLEMENT

The multi-level site of Chorati is located 12 km south-west of Akhaltsikhe, in the northern part of the town
of Vale, on a terrace 70-80-m high on the right bank of the river Potskhovi.

In 2004-2006 investigations were carried out under the supervision of Prof. Malkhaz Baramidze on a slop-
ing terrace inclined to the north.

The main objective of the investigation was a Hellenistic-Roman cemetery and an early Medieval settle-
ment, but in the course of this work, Prof. Manana Gabunia who was a member of the expedition, collected
72 Stone Age objects which she dated for the most part to the Acheulian-Mousterian period (Gabunia 2006,
17-27).

During the Chorati archaeological expedition of 2005, in addition to work on sites of later periods, atten-
tion was also focused on the Stone Age. A simple but remarkable picture emerged: the upper Level | consists
of grey humus 0.6-1 m thick. Theoretically, it can be divided into two equal parts: the upper 30-40 cm thick
disturbed layer containing domestic material of the Mousterian, Classical and Medieval periods; the lower,
comparatively more important, layer containing Hellenistic-Roman period pit graves and remains of Medi-
eval constructions that were revealed in situ. A considerable amount of Mousterian material was mixed in the
earth here.

Level | lies immediately above Level Il which was a conglomerate consisting of light sandy soil and lithic
cores of various sizes. Judging by the material recovered in the trenches dug for the pipeline, Level Il is at least
4 m deep. Its upper part, to a depth of about 30-40 cm, is light in colour and is harder, probably as the result of
an admixture of a modest amount of gypsum in the soil. The upper horizon of Level Il yielded stone tools and
flakes of an archaic appearance embedded here and there. Their facets are almost completely worn as a result
of intensive rolling, they are covered with a thick patina, and deposits of gypsum are visible over most of their
surface. It is important to note that the finds from Levels | and Il clearly differ from each other typologically
and technically, as well as by their degree of preservation.

Tools and flakes of andesite and basalt were found in Level | (37 items). The material had been displaced
and the surface of each object has a light grey patina that thoroughly obscures the original dark grey colour
of the rock. In this case the facets do not bear signs of intensive rolling. Triangular or oval andesite and basalt
lithic cores of various sizes predominate (10 items) in Level I. The broad upper parts of the nuclei had been
struck in order to obtain a striking platform, and are treated with flakes sloping to the back. Most of the nuclei
are flat through intensive use. Negative facets of fan-like or parallel lamellar flakes executed in Levallois tech-
nique on the upper platforms of the nuclei have survived (pl. I, 1-3; pl. Il 1-2). The dorsal sides of most retain
the surface of the original pebbles, or else are free of any of such details. An argillite-like grey square stone
object which is flaked on two sides also belongs to the class of nuclei.

Two tools of triangular shape which might have once been nuclei are also treated in the bifacial tech-
nique. One of their broad sides retains the surface of the original pebble, while the rest of the surface is ir-
regularly flaked on two sides.

There are four examples of scrapers in the complex. One of them is formed from a solid piece of quartz-
ite, whose end is thick and formless. The opposite thin linear edge is formed by means of cogged, chipped
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retouch from different platforms (pl. lll, 1). The second scraper is fashioned on a broad angular andesite flake
whose straight, slightly rounded, side is treated with broad faceted flakes (pl. llI, 2).

Atool formed on an elongated oval flake of andesite must also have been used as a scraper. On the lower
platform the negative scarring of two lateral broad flakes has survived. Its lower half including the arched
distal end is formed by means of broken retouching from both platforms. The striking platform of the scraper
is carefully corrected with flakes sloped to the back (pl. lll, 3).

There is one more scraper of similar shape. It is made from an elongated, broad, oval flake with two slop-
ing sides whose one longitudinal side is formed by means of chipped retouching from both platforms. The
arched bottom of the scraper is fashioned from the lower platform with sloping retouch (pl. 1V, 1).

A Levallois flake with two sloping surfaces can be included in the category of scrapers or knife-scrapers.
Its lower arched bottom is retouched on the dorsal side as is usual on both scrapers and knife-scrapers. The
other side of the tool is modelled scraper-wise from the lower platform with blunting retouch (pl. IV, 2).

The assemblage contains a single example of an atypical pointed tool. It is fashioned on a lateral, trian-
gular andesite flake whose upper platform is completely covered with the coating of the original pebble. The
longitudinal sides of the flake are an exception, and are fashioned from the upper platform with a chipped
retouch and they meet at the tip in a sharp point (pl. I, 3).

A tool formed on an elongated andesite flake with two broad sides was probably used as a knife-scraper.
One arched side of the tool is cogged and blunted with steep retouch while its opposite straight edge is
formed with sharpening retouch (pl. V, 1).

The Chorati complex produced four knives with backs formed on elongated Levallois flakes. All have a
solid butt on which a finger might rest and an opposing edge for cutting. The edge is chipped as the result
of retouching and use (pl. IV, 1; pl.V, 3). Both examples of Levallois flakes are elongated three sided rectangu-
lar flakes whose straight edges have retouched chips formed as through use. The striking platforms of both
flakes have been specially corrected (pl. lll, 4; pl. IV, 4).

There are five examples of “Clactonian”flakes in the assemblage. All are low, wide and solid. Their striking
platform slopes towards the back, and they have a projection of relief flaking and chips along the sharp edge
produced through use (pl.V, 3).

Taking into account the degree of patination and the presence of Levallois technical features, this com-
plex of basalt and andesite tools and flakes is close to the Mousterian material of Kumurdo (Javakheti) (Grigo-
lia 1966), but seems more archaic in terms of typology and technology, and displays such signs of Acheulian
traditions as bifacial technique and fan-like nuclei. It should therefore be dated to the early Mousterian period
and the material found by Prof. Gabunia should presumably be dated to the same period (Gabunia 2006: 17-
27). More important material was revealed in the second (lower) level at Chorati, a conglomerate consisting
of lithic cores of various sizes, yellow sand and gypsum-bearing soil. Judging by the local Quaternary data,
Chorati must correspond to the fifth of the 12 terraces recovered in the Potskhovi valley (Maisuradze 1969,
233), at a height of 70-80 m relative to the Akhaltsikhe depression.

It has been noted that there have not so far been found any examples of fossil forms in the Quaternary
sediments of the Akhaltsikhe basin that would enable us to estimate the location of terraces and the extent
of the young lava in the stratigraphic column of Quaternary sediments (Maisuradze 1969, 313). The discover-
ies in the lower level at Chorati might therefore serve as significant correctives to the dating of Terrace V at
Potskhovi. In which case, it is remarkable that the material of level Il was incorporated in the conglomerates,
and this in turn indicates that the formation of Terrace V took place incorporating this material and that the
terraces must consequently be contemporary.

In the area of grids Nos 16-31 at Chorati, the first or the humus layer was removed and when the earth
surface of the second layer was uncovered, ten stone tools and flakes of andesite-diorite came to light em-

58 333M-013020LN-XINIV6N LOILAIO) 39330LNNL INTLORIEBN RO dAIIMIMINS LOIIAMBITMABN



The Chorati Lower Paleolithic Settlement

bedded in the upper gypsum-bearing horizon. Although only a small amount of material was recovered, it is
very interesting from the typological, chronological and palaeogeographical perspectives.

It must be mentioned that the exterior facets of every piece in this complex are badly worn, typical of
water driven alluvial material. A thick patina completely obscures the natural dark colour of the stone. A heart-
shaped hand-axe fashioned by means of the bifacial technique is especially note-worthy among the finds
of Level Il (pl.V, 4). A basalt or perhaps diorite pebble or rough chip was used for making the hand-axe. The
whole length of one side of the tool, including its rounded bottom and the adjoining long side was formed
by having lateral solid flakes knapped off by striking the edges. The lower platform of the hand-axe is divided
into two parts by a high, broken crest. Its left half is untreated, smooth and sloping, while the upper right part
is formed with lateral flakes, typical of bifacial tools. The main line of the longitudinal sides of the hand-axe
is broken, a feature that is diagnostic of archaic technical traditions of stone treatment. Most of the lower
platform of the tool is covered with a thick coating of gypsum indicative of its having been embedded for a
long time in a gypseous conglomerate, which somehow protected the lower platform of the hand-axe from
intensive wear or patination.

Similar surface states occur on three conical nuclei, which are actually andesite cores with a slightly flaked
striking platform sloping to the back, and low facets of flakes in different directions which are almost worn
off preserved on the surface, (pl. VI, ,). The dorsal sides of the nuclei are, as a rule, covered with a thick coating

One of the most remarkable tools among the finds of Level Il was a chopper. It was made from an oval
andesite lithic core split in the middle, whose lower platform is horizontal and the upper convex (pl. VIl). The
lower wide rectilinear side was the main operating part of the tool. It is treated with wide flakes on the dorsal
side and is crushed through use. The facets of the upper platform are badly worn and are covered with a thick
opaque grey patina. A gypsum deposit is preserved on the lower platform. Another oval solid andesite core
must have had the same chopping function. Its upper side has two sloping sides whose central raised uneven
crest is badly worn. At top and bottom three wide longitudinal flakes are chipped off. The other side of the
toolis, in fact, horizontal and has slight traces of chipping on two wide lateral flakes (pl. VIL)). At the narrow end
of the chopper the negative scars of three flakes can also be discerned on the lower platform, diagnostic of
tools made for chopping. The surface of the tool is completely covered with thick opaque grey patina. It was
uncovered in grid No. 32a at Chorati, where it was embedded in the gypsum-rich conglomerate of Level Il.

There were four scrapers in the Chorati assemblage; all are formed on a rough chip of andesite by single
side treatment. An exception is an oval tool with three sloping sides. Both longitudinal sides and its lower end
are formed from the upper platform with rough steep retouching. The lower end is also corrected from the
ventral side with flat flakes (pl. VI,), which resembles a common element for bifacial technique.

Another scraper formed on a solid wide andesite flake displays similar technical features. The tool is re-
touched all round from both platforms. This is particularly true of the grooved sides of the scraper which are
formed with steep retouch from both platforms (pl. VIL,). The presence of this feature means that this tool is a
typical example of a grooved-sided scraper. The facets and edges of the scrapers, as well as of all the tools and
flakes in the complex are badly worn and abraded, typical of material that has been in a river. Patination of the
surface and a gypsum-rich deposit on one of the platforms is also typical of scrapers.

Material from Level Il is hardly ever found on the surface. The distinctive archaic technical modeling, the
intensive patination of the surface, worn facets and gypsum-rich sediments preserved on surfaces, all the
archaic features diagnostic of the Chorati Acheulian period settlement, are occasionally found. The material
from Level Il at Chorati has something in common with Acheulian period sites in Samtskhe-Javakheti and Ad-
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